3 Nephi 27-30, 4 Nephi

The Years 36 to 200 a. d.

	v
	Things the People Did Not or Were Not
	Things the People Did or Were

	1
	
	Did truly repent of their sins, baptized, received the Holy Ghost.

	2
	No contentions and disputations among them.
	Every man did deal justly one with another. 

	3
	Not rich and poor, bond and free.
	a. Had all things common among them.

b. All made free.

c. Partakers of the heavenly gift.

	4
	
	Peace.

	5
	
	Healings and all manner of miracles.

	7
	
	Build cities again.

	10
	
	Wax strong, and did multiply exceedingly fast

Exceedingly fair and delightsome.

	11
	
	a. Married, and given in marriage.

b. Blessed according to the multitude of the promises.

	12
	No longer practiced the law of Moses.
	a. Lived the higher law.

b. Continuing in fasting and prayer.

c. Meeting together oft both to pray and to hear the word of the Lord.

	13
	No contention among all the people.
	

	16
	No envyings, nor strifes, nor tumults, nor whoredoms, nor lyings, nor murders, nor any manner of lasciviousness.
	Surely there could not be a happier people among all the people who had been created by the hand of God.

	17
	There were no robbers, nor murderers, neither were there Lamanites, nor any manner of –ites.
	They were in one, the children of Christ, and heirs to the kingdom of God.

	18
	
	And how blessed were they!  Lord did bless them in all their doings. 

	23
	
	Exceedingly rich, because of their prosperity in Christ.


tumult - The commotion, disturbance or agitation of a multitude, usually accompanied with great noise, uproar and confusion of voices.  (Webster’s 1828 Dictionary)
lasciviousness - Lewdness; indecency; obscenity; behavior that tends to deprave the morals …  (Law Encyclopedia, www.answers.com)
Notes -

· Contrast the pairing of good and bad in verse 16, and also in 17.

· The phrase “no contention” is used four times (v. 2, 13, 15, and 18).

· In verse 23, what does rich mean?

D&C 6:7 - Seek not for riches but for wisdom. [1829 at Harmony, PA. This was the first commandment given to the restored Church, even before the formal incorporation of the church.]
The Years 201 to 210 a. d. (v. 24-27)
Their early manifestations of pride –

1. Costly apparel

2. All manner of fine pearls

3. Fine things of the world

Which led to -

1. Goods and their substance no more common among them.

2. Began to be divided into classes. 

3. Began to build up churches unto themselves to get gain.

4. Began to deny the true church of Christ.

Andrew Skinner - Fourth Nephi spans almost one-third (approximately 300) of the years covered in the entire Book Mormon (approximately 1,000), excluding the Jaredite account … 

When originally published, 3 and 4 Nephi were together, one composition entitled "Nephi."  In 1879 Orson Pratt separated them and added the titles 3 Nephi and 4 Nephi to distinguish them from each other.  (From an entry by him in Book of Mormon, Reference Companion, p. 393)
Andrew Skinner - In forty-nine short verses we are shown the heights and depths of a civilization's spiritual and moral condition.  In forty-nine short verses we are shown the practical workings of the law of the celestial kingdom, the true order of heaven on earth, and the ideal pattern of welfare service.  Also, in forty-nine short verses the reader is shown the basest impulses of a telestial society … 

Some readers may lament the fact that one of the greatest periods of Nephite civilization—an era of ultimate earthly peace, prosperity, and spirituality—was given such relatively sparse historical treatment. Sidney Sperry observed that "it is unfortunate—at least vexing that the great Golden Era of Nephite history . . . should be so sparingly treated by Mormon, the abridger." (Book of Mormon Compendium, p. 434)

However, it must be remembered, first, that sometimes things were commanded by the Lord not to be discussed in the records. (3 Ne. 26:11, 3 Ne. 26:18.)  A similar injunction may have applied to this portion of the abridgment. Second, Mormon's purpose was not the writing of history… first and foremost [he] intended to teach the most important truths of the kingdom as they could be culled from history.  [See Words of Mormon 1:7-9.]  (From his chapter in Studies in Scripture, Vol. 8: Alma 30 to Moroni, p. 219)
What’s in a Name?

3 Nephi 27:8 - … If it be called in my name then it is my church.

3 Nephi 27:6 - And whoso taketh upon him my name, and endureth to the end, the same shall be saved at the last day.

3 Nephi 27:5 - … Ye must take upon you the name of Christ … For by this name shall ye be called at the last day;
1 Nephi 20:9 - Nevertheless, for my name's sake will I defer mine anger, and for my praise will I refrain from thee [the House of Israel], that I cut thee not off.

D&C 27:21 – …confirmed you to be apostles, and especial witnesses of my name.  

D&C 98:13 – And whoso layeth down his life in my cause, for my name's sake, shall find it again, even life eternal.

D&C 105:33 - …my house, which I have commanded to be built unto my name in the land of Kirtland.  (Also 115:10, 13, 14; 101:64, all of section 124)

D&C 110:7-8 - Let the hearts of your brethren rejoice, and let the hearts of all my people rejoice, who have, with their might, built this house to my name.  For behold, I have accepted this house, and my name shall be here; and I will manifest myself to my people in mercy in this house.

D&C 112:4 - …thou shalt bear record of my name. (Also 118:4)

D&C 136:40 - Have I not delivered you from your enemies, only in that I have left a witness of my name?

Isaiah 55:11 - So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.
What Is It That Ye Desire of Me? 
(3 Nephi 28:1)
Hugh Nibley – [In an example from the ancient documents about the forty-day ministry of the Lord in Palestine after his resurrection we read,] "Thomas says unto Jesus, Behold, O Lord, thou hast in thy goodness bestowed every grace upon us.  But there yet remains one thing which we would that thou wouldst grant unto us."  This is a common theme in the "forty-day" accounts, where the apostles, after having received all knowledge and enlightenment and become perfectly one with Jesus, have yet one question to ask him but are abashed at the presumption of asking, until Jesus, who knows what is in their hearts, tells them he knows what it is they desire and that they need not be ashamed, for it is a worthy request … 

"We desire, O Lord, that we may see how things are with the dead who lie in their tombs, whom thou hast raised up to be a sign of thy resurrection to take place for us. … We desire to see the bones which have fallen apart in the tomb, how they are reunited one to another, that the dead may speak."  What follows shows that this is plainly a post-resurrectional tradition, for in answer to their request Thomas and two friends are shown the raising of Lazarus, at whose coming forth the whole cemetery revolves on its axis, and "the dead arose and came forth because of the voice of Jesus."

Such a mass resurrection could, of course, only take place after the Lord himself had been resurrected. … At the moment Jesus calls Lazarus forth, Adam also hears his voice and cries:  "This voice which I hear is the voice of my Creator and my Redeemer.  This is the voice of Him who was my glory when he addressed me in Paradise. … O my son, Lazarus, take greetings to My Creator. O when will the time come when I too may hear the voice of life calling me?"

Before he grants the wish of the apostles, Jesus says to the people, "More blessed are they who have not seen but believed than they who have seen and not believed," which is akin to the Book of Mormon, "blessed are ye if ye shall believe … after that ye have seen me. … And again, more blessed are they who shall believe in your words" (i.e., without having seen) (3 Nephi 12:1-2).  Then the [Egyptian] text adds, "You see how many miracles and signs I did among the Jews, and yet they did not believe me."  This again compares with 3 Nephi 19:35:  "So great faith have I never seen among all the Jews; wherefore I could not show unto them so great miracles, because of their unbelief." (Since Cumorah, p. 179)
D&C 46:30 - He that asketh in the Spirit asketh according to the will of God; wherefore it is done even as he asketh.

What would you ask?

(Lesson by Zan and Misty Larsen, http://lessons.elarsen.net)
Presentation Notes

Quiz
1. Regarding the golden era of 4th Nephi, what things did the people not do that characterized it as a great time – as best as you can remember that was stated in the chapter?

2. What things did the people actually do that were mentioned in the chapter?

3. Which does the chapter list more of, the things from #1 or the things from #2?

4. In the 201st year (v24) things began to degrade.   What negative personal trait or characteristic appears among them?   (pride)
5. What three things characterized that trait, i.e. how was it manifested?  (costly apparel, fine pearls, fine things of the world)
6. What specific bigger actions did this lead to within the first decade or so thereafter?



Note: The focus on the first page on the years 201 – 210 obviously doesn’t cover the grosser problems in the years thereafter.  The purpose to this section is to scrutinize the beginning stages, like a doctor seeing the early manifestations of a terrible disease.  Doing so helps us not wait for the advanced stages before we take it seriously.
Extra Material

Moroni 6 -

5. And the church did meet together oft, to fast and to pray, and to speak one with another concerning the welfare of their souls.

6. And they did meet together oft to partake of bread and wine, in remembrance of the Lord Jesus.

9. And their meetings were conducted by the church after the manner of the workings of the Spirit, and by the power of the Holy Ghost; for as the power of the Holy Ghost led them whether to preach, or to exhort, or to pray, or to supplicate, or to sing, even so it was done.

Hugh Nibley - Note it well-on this very matter of whether to seek riches or not, the scriptures have spoken so clearly and so much that we are out of order in asking for more revelation on the subject.  We are already swamped with instruction; we have to maneuver skillfully to avoid it.  No doubt the five brothers would immediately protest that the scriptures are being quoted "out of context.”  That is what the populations think today.  When we can use that argument, what do we do?  When I took up the first version of the new Topical Guide to the scriptures and turned to the heading "riches," lo and behold, there was nothing on the subject - the word was not even there.  I had to assume that this was a deliberate omission, since the word riches is a very convenient topical handle, and it occurs no less than sixty-one times in our modern scriptures.  It is hardly possible that all sixty-one times could be put out of context!  Why was such an important item left out?  (In more recent editions, it has been included.) "Treasures" is there, an ambivalent term that can be either good or bad but is mostly spiritual-"riches" is the bottom line, and one has only to read the passages found under that label in ordinary concordances to learn that what modern revelation has to say about acquiring riches is anything but encouraging to those who do it.  (Approaching Zion, p. 133–134)
Andrew Skinner - In forty-nine short verses we are shown the heights and depths of a civilization's spiritual and moral condition.  In forty-nine short verses we are shown the practical workings of the law of the celestial kingdom, the true order of heaven on earth, and the ideal pattern of welfare service.  Also, in forty-nine short verses the reader is shown the basest impulses of a telestial society.  Also in these verses we are shown the circumstances and atmosphere that will exist during Christ's millennial reign in stark contrast to Satan's avowed purposes, influence, and workings.  And, finally, in these short verses we are taken through almost one-third (approximately 300) of all the years covered by the entire Book of Mormon (approximately 1,000).  Truly the magnitude of Mormon's prophetic task and accomplishment is shown clearly here.

Some readers may lament the fact that one of the greatest periods of Nephite civilization—an era of ultimate earthly peace, prosperity, and spirituality—was given such relatively sparse historical treatment.  Sidney Sperry observed that "it is unfortunate—at least vexing that the great Golden Era of Nephite history .  . .  should be so sparingly treated by Mormon, the abridger.”  (Book of Mormon Compendium, p. 434)

However, it must be remembered, first, that sometimes things were commanded by the Lord not to be discussed in the records.  (3 Ne.  26:11, 3 Ne.  26:18.) A similar injunction may have applied to this portion of the abridgment.  Second, Mormon's purpose was not the writing of history, nor was it historical embellishment or even enlargement.  His abridgment was guided by inspiration and was first and foremost intended to teach the most important truths of the kingdom as they could be culled from history.  Mormon said at one point:  [he then quotes Words of Mormon 1:7-9].  (from his chapter in Studies in Scripture, Vol. 8: Alma 30 to Moroni, p. 219)
All Things in Common
The phrase “they had all things common” (Acts 4:32; see also Acts 2:44; 3 Nephi 26:19; 4 Nephi 1:3) is used to characterize those who lived the law of consecration in ancient times.  Some have speculated that the term common suggests a type of communalism or “Christian Communism.”  This interpretation is in error.  The Prophet Joseph Smith taught the true nature of having all things common: “I preached on the stand about one hour on the 2nd chapter of Acts, designing to show the folly of common stock [holding property in common].  In Nauvoo every one is steward over his own [property].”  (History of the Church, 6:37–38.)
Each stewardship is considered private property and the residues and surpluses consecrated for the storehouse became the “common property of the whole church” (D&C 82:18).  It is referred to as the “common property” because the covenant members of the order had access to it, according to their just “wants” and “needs,” including the need to improve their stewardship (see D&C 82:17–18).

The word equal is frequently used in the revelations in the Doctrine and Covenants: “In .  . .  temporal things you shall be equal” (D&C 70:14); “for if ye are not equal in earthly things ye cannot be equal in obtaining heavenly things” (D&C 78:6); “appoint unto this people their portions, every man equal according to his family, according to his circumstances and his wants and needs” (D&C 51:3).  The Lord gave His definition of the term equal: “And you are to be equal, or in other words, you are to have equal claims on the properties, for the benefit of managing the concerns of your stewardships, every man according to his wants and his needs, inasmuch as his wants are just” (D&C 82:17).  (Doctrine and Covenants Institute Manual, p. 425)
Trivia Quiz

4 Nephi

1. Regarding the golden era of 4th Nephi, what things did the people not do that characterized it as a great time – as best as you can remember that was stated in the chapter?

2. What things did the people actually do that were mentioned in the chapter?

3. Which does the chapter list more of, the things from #1 or the things from #2?

4. In the 201st year (v24) things began to degrade.   What negative personal trait or characteristic appears among them?
5. What three things characterized that trait, i.e. how was it manifested?

6. What specific bigger actions did this lead to within the first decade or so thereafter?
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1. Regarding the golden era of 4th Nephi, what things did the people not do that characterized it as a great time – as best as you can remember that was stated in the chapter?

2. What things did the people actually do that were mentioned in the chapter?

3. Which does the chapter list more of, the things from #1 or the things from #2?

4. In the 201st year (v24) things began to degrade.   What negative personal trait or characteristic appears among them?
5. What three things characterized that trait, i.e. how was it manifested?

6. What specific bigger actions did this lead to within the first decade or so thereafter?

