The Facsimiles 
Facsimile 1

Ancient texts sustain the book of Abraham account that there was indeed an attempt on Abraham’s life (Abraham depicted it in facsimile 1). (Peterson)

The Sacrifice of Abraham - The book of Abraham tells of an attempt by idolatrous priests to sacrifice the young Abraham. (Abr. 1:7–20; facsimile 1.)  Although the Bible says nothing of such an episode, post-biblical literature repeatedly mentions Abraham’s miraculous deliverance from an attempt to kill him.  (Peterson)
There are dozens of references to Abraham in Egyptian texts … The references occur in five different languages—Demotic, Old Coptic, Coptic, Greek, and Hebrew. [Listed in the article are] six of the references to Abraham, dating to the third century a.d., most of which came from Thebes, the place where the Joseph Smith papyri were found ... (Gee)
The Lion Couch - Recently a reference has been found in a third-century A.D. Egyptian papyrus which associates the name of Abraham with a lion-couch scene like that in facsimile 1.  (Peterson)  

	
[image: image1.emf]

	A lion couch scene appears in Leiden Papyrus I 384 (PGM xii). 
The outline marks Abraham’s name, written in Greek. (Gee)
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Four Idolatrous Gods - Ancient texts indicate that the idolatrous gods of Elkenah, Libnah, Mahmackrah, and Korash, described in the book of Abraham (Abr. 1:6, 13, 17; facsimile 1, figs. 5–8), truly were worshipped in the ancient world, despite the fact that the Bible makes no mention of them.  (Peterson)
[These four gods] are often depicted as jars which hold the mummified internal organs of the deceased.  (Gee)
Pillars of Heaven - Ancient texts also support the interpretation given in the book of Abraham of figure 11 of facsimile 1 as “designed to represent the pillars of heaven, as understood by the Egyptians.” In fact, the phrase “pillars of heaven” occurs in Egyptian literature. (Peterson)

Crocodile God - One noteworthy element of the religious situation portrayed in the book of Abraham is the identification of a crocodile as “the idolatrous god of Pharaoh.” (Facsimile 1, fig. 9.)  Although this may have seemed strange in Joseph Smith’s day, discoveries in other ancient texts confirm this representation. [Multiple examples are given.]  (Peterson)
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Firmament of Heaven - The angled lines below the lion couch in facsimile 1 are identified as “the firmament over our heads” (fig. 12), which must seem rather strange to any modern reader.  It only makes sense when we realize, in light of recent research, that the lines represent the waves of the water in which the crocodile is swimming, and that one way the ancient Egyptians conceived of heaven was as “a heavenly ocean.” (Peterson)

Facsimile 2

Four Quarters of the Earth - Joseph Smith explained that Facsimile 2 contained representations of God, the earth, the Holy Ghost, etc.  His explanations are, in general, reasonable in light of modern Egyptological knowledge. For example, the four standing figures in the lower portion of the facsimile are said by Joseph Smith to represent "earth in its four quarters."  The Egyptians called these the four sons of Horus and, among other things, they were gods of the four quarters of the earth.  (EOM)
One Thousand - Figure 4. Joseph Smith explains that this figure represents the expanse of the heavens, the revolutions of Kolob and Obilish, and that it also signified the number 1,000.  This is the hawk-god, Horus-Sokar.  Horus was a personification of the sky, and Sokar was associated with the revolution of the Sun and other celestial bodies.  Finally, the ship here shown is described in Egyptian texts as "ship of a thousand.”  Joseph Smith hits it right on the mark.  (Rhodes)
Kolob - The center of facsimile 2 contains a representation of Kolob.  In his explanation for figure 1, the Prophet Joseph Smith said that Kolob is “first in government, the last pertaining to the measurement of time.”  (Manual, p. 39)
Governing, Light – Of course govern does not have to refer to gravitational attraction.  It could be taken in a more abstract sense—Kolob is the center of priesthood authority over worlds like ours … Another possibility could be that God does not dwell in this universe at all. … What it means to "borrow light" is not clear.  The light of the sun is produced by the fusion of hydrogen atoms into helium in its core.  Does this mean that the fusion reactions in the Sun are in some way controlled from Kolob?  This passage seems to be a description of the Light of Christ which "proceedeth forth from the presence of God to fill the immensity of space" (D&C 88:12) and "is in the sun, and the light of the sun, and the power thereof by which it was made" (D&C 88:7) as well as the light and power of the earth, the moon, and the stars (D&C 88:8-10).  This light is also said to be "the law by which all things are governed" (D&C 88:13).  (Moody) 
Temple Ties - If the hypocephalus [disk drawing] represents the eye of God … what might be depicted on it?  We know that God’s focus and attention are upon bringing to pass the immortality and eternal life of His children (see Moses 1:39).  It is not strange, therefore, that the symbolic drawing of the eye of God, as represented by Abraham facsimile 2, shows this great hope for all of His children.  Indeed, facsimile 2 contains figures and explanations relating to the Lord’s plan of salvation.  For example, the explanations for figures 3, 7, and 8 establish a clear relationship between the contents of facsimile 2 and the ordinances of the temple.  (Manual, p. 39)
Returning to God’s Presence - Egyptologists suggest that hypocephali contain information to help deceased persons return to the presence of God. Similarly, the Lord has given Latter-day Saints divine help to return to His presence.  President Brigham Young taught: “Your [temple] endowment is, to receive all those ordinances in the house of the Lord, which are necessary for you, after you have departed this life, to enable you to walk back to the presence of the Father, passing the angels who stand as sentinels” (Discourses of Brigham Young, 416).  (Manual, p. 40)
Ought not to be revealed at this time – Stressing the secrecy of these things is entirely in harmony with Egyptian religious documents such as the hypocephalus and the 162nd chapter of the Book of the Dead, in which we read, “This is a great and secret book.  Do not allow anyone’s eyes to see it!”  (Draper, p. 293)
Facsimile 3
The King and the God Hathor - Joseph Smith explained that Facsimile 3 represents Abraham sitting on the pharaoh's throne teaching principles of astronomy to the Egyptian court. Critics have pointed out that the second figure, which Joseph Smith says is the king, is the goddess Hathor (or Isis). There are, however, examples in other papyri, not in the possession of Joseph Smith, in which the pharaoh is portrayed as Hathor. In fact, the whole scene is typical of Egyptian ritual drama in which costumed actors played the parts of various gods and goddesses.  (EOM)
A number of ancient texts support Joseph Smith’s account, depicted in facsimile 3 from the book of Abraham, that the patriarch taught astronomy in Egypt …
[For example;] the tenth-century Muslim scholar al-Tabari tells of a vision in which “the seven heavens were opened to Abraham, up to and including the throne [of God].”  According to the book of Abraham, the Lord wanted his prophet Abraham to communicate to the Egyptians the astronomical and theological information he had received: “I show these things unto thee before ye go into Egypt, that ye may declare all these words.”  (Abr. 3:15.) 
And, in fact, although the text of the book of Abraham as we currently possess it does not actually continue the story into Egypt, Abraham seems to have fulfilled his divine assignment.  Facsimile 3 shows an Egyptian scene with this explanation below: “Abraham is reasoning upon the principles of Astronomy, in the king’s court.”  A number of ancient texts support this visual account.  [The ancient historian] Josephus tells of Abraham’s teaching astronomy in Egypt.  The great Christian historian Eusebius of Caesarea, who lived in the late third and early fourth centuries, preserves an even earlier account in his Praeparatio Evangelica; it has Abraham going to Egypt and there teaching astronomy or astrology both to the priests of Heliopolis and to the Egyptian king himself.  (Peterson)
Beyond Mortality - In its present form, this vignette [small drawing] represents the deceased man, Hor (Figure 5), being introduced into the presence of Osiris (Figure 1), god of the dead … Hor has just passed through the hall of judgment and, having been found worthy, is introduced by Ma’at into the presence of Osiris, there to live with him and the other gods throughout eternity and to become a god himself.  (Draper, p. 296)
More of the Story - Facsimile 3 shows that Abraham not only survived his experience in Egypt, but that he was invited by Pharaoh to sit on the throne and teach principles of astronomy.  The Lord blessed Abraham and Sarai spiritually, socially, and economically during their time in Egypt (see also Genesis 12:16–20).  (Manual, p. 35)

Abraham upon Pharaoh’s Throne - In figure 1 of facsimile 3, Abraham is shown seated upon the throne of Pharaoh, “reasoning upon the principles of Astronomy, in the king’s court”.  It is clear in Abraham 3:1–16 and facsimile 2, figures 1–5, that Abraham gained great knowledge of the principles of astronomy.  Figure 1 could also be symbolic of Abraham receiving his exaltation and sitting upon a throne in the presence of God (see D&C 132:37).  (Manual, p. 40)
· Moody - “Astronomy and the Creation in the Book of Abraham”, J. Ward Moody, and Michael D. Rhodes, Maxwell Institute.
· Draper – The Pearl of Great Price, A Verse-by-Verse Commentary, Richard D. Draper, S. Kent Brown, and Michael D. Rhodes.
· EOM - Encyclopedia of Mormonism, “Book of Abraham”, p. 135-136, by multiple authors.
· Gee - “Research and Perspectives: Abraham in Ancient Egyptian Texts,” Ensign, Jul 1992, 60, by John Gee.

· Manual – The Pearl of Great Price Student Manual, Religion 327.

· Peterson - “News from Antiquity,” Ensign, Jan. 1994, p. 16, by Daniel C. Peterson.

· Rhodes - Michael D. Rhodes, “The Book of Abraham: Divinely Inspired Scripture”, FARMS Review: Volume - 4, Issue – 1.
(Lesson by Zan and Misty Larsen, www.elarsen.net/lessons)
Presentation Notes
Display -

· Each of the facsimiles in turn from http://www.scriptures.lds.org/en/pgp/contents
· Display http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hypocephalus to help understand the definition in the section on Facsimile 2 (hypocephalus - “the eye of God”).
· Lotus

· http://maxwellinstitute.byu.edu/publications/transcripts/?id=68
· http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nelumbo_nucifera
Thoughts -

· If needed, use “Kolob.doc” to handle more questions about Kolob.

· Note too that the Egyptians are often said to be focused on death.  That is not true.  They were focused on life after death.

End and summarize by asking the students what concepts they now think of when they see the facsimiles.  List them on the board.  For example: temple, eternal families, plan of salvation, missionary work (discussions, lessons).

Class groups -

· Break into groups of 2-3 students each. 

· Have each group read and discuss each section together.  Each group must then choose one item from the facsimile that they think is the coolest.  Get each group’s vote.  

· Track the rounds of voting in columns on the board add a bit of competition.  (Each group of students has a number and each section studied has a number, i.e. each section will be numbered, 1-3, e.g. “Sacrifice” is #1.)

· For a correct answer everyone in a group gets a treat.   Only one treat per person per class period.

· Take turns between the two of us as judge, i.e. “coolest” can depend on which of us is the judge.

Rounds -

	Fac
	# of Sections
	
	Favorite

	1
	3: Sacrifice - 4 gods
	Z
	#3, jars, organs

	1
	3: Pillars - crocodile
	M
	#1, pillars

	2
	4: Four qtrs - gov
	Z
	#2, Kolob, center

	2
	3: Temple - ought not
	M
	?

	3
	4: King - Abraham
	Z
	#2, veils




Extra Material
Lotus Flower – Long explanation, search on “lotus” - 

Short explanation, The Lotus flower is a symbol for:

· Rebirth

· Egypt

· Protection, power 

· Important people (royalty too, living or dead)

· Tree of Life

Borrowed Sunlight
Facsimile 2, Figure 5 - … and is said by the Egyptians to be the Sun, and to borrow its light from Kolob …

R. Grant Athay - The legend accompanying Facsimile No. 1 [2 actually] in the Book of Abraham states that the sun borrows its energy from Kolob.  As an astronomer, I do not understand what meaning this might have.  The sun generates its own energy from nuclear fusion deep in its interior.  The processes are known and understood.  The sun has no apparent need to borrow energy from another star, and science knows of no process by which such energy can be borrowed.

The sun does, however, owe its origin and its nuclear fuel to an earlier generation of stars, to a mother cloud of stellar matter.  Perhaps this is what is meant by the Egyptians.  It seems more likely, however, that they simply had no basis for understanding nuclear energy and therefore could not describe it.

There is much going on in the universe that is spectacular and challenging to the imagination but cannot be seen with normal eyes.  We have discovered these phenomena with huge radio telescopes and with X-ray telescopes flown in satellites.  Enoch, Abraham, and Moses talked mostly of things they could see or could visualize.  If the more mysterious, "invisible" objects in our universe were revealed to them, they wisely elected to remain silent and avoid meaningless descriptions.  (“Worlds Without Number: the Astronomy of Enoch, Abraham, and  Moses “  by R. Grant Athay , BYU Studies, vol. 8, 1967-1968, Number 3 - Spring 1968, p. 265)
Draper, Brown and Rhodes - This seems to be the same concept found in D&C 88:44, which describes how the heavenly bodies “give light to each other in their times and in their seasons” as mediated by the Light of Christ, which is the source of light and the power by which the sun, moon, earth and stars were made.  (D&C 88:7-13).  (The Pearl of Great Price, A Verse by Verse Commentary by Richard D. Draper, S. Kent Brown and Michael D. Rhodes, p. 292)
David Clark - What is meant by the statement that the sun borrows its light from Kolob?  The scientific explanation for the sun's light is that it comes from nuclear fusion proceeding in the sun's interior, never from some external source.  And where is Kolob?  How does it govern fifteen (only fifteen?) other planets or stars?  Probably this caption, which contains the wording "called by the Egyptians" and "called in Egyptian," is to be viewed only as relating to the Egyptian world view.  (From his chapter in Of Heaven and Earth: Reconciling Scientific Thought with LDS Theology p. 174 – 175)


Student comment - The idea that Joseph smith received revelation and ‘may have’ found images that closely resembled the revelation is an interesting one.

I looked through my copy of the Book of the Dead to see what it was talking about for Fac. 1 and chapter 151.  The image is one similar to what they said. The text is interesting as well –

I have come that I may be your protection.  My protection is about you … your call has been heard by Re, … Raise yourself up, so that you may be vindicated because of what has been done against you.’

Doesn’t seem far off from what the angel may have said to Abraham.  (D.H., Aug. 2011)
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