Abraham 3

Joseph F. McConkie – The great difficulty in missionary work is simply getting people to listen to the message.  And what better way to captivate the attention of the Egyptians than to first teach them of Kolob and the stars, and then having done so to say, "Now, behind all that I have taught you about heavenly bodies there stands an even greater truth, a truth through which you become the inheritors of endless blessings – this is the truth about God and his eternal plan for the salvation of all his children." (From his chapter in Studies in Scripture, PoGP, p. 243.  The form is also from there. Abraham chapter 3 was a missionary discussion to the Egyptians!)
Abraham 3:19 – “I am more intelligent than they all” – Although this sounds like boasting, Middle Eastern Christians have no difficulty with this concept of God.  The Lord states his integrity, dignity and honor whereby we may have complete confidence in him and trust in him fully.

Kolob

Erich Robert Paul – The book of Abraham states that God's physical dominion (throne) is located near a star called Kolob (Abr. 3:2-3).  While it might seem reasonable to suppose that this refers to some distinguishing feature of the universe, all efforts to identify it are speculative and not authoritative.  Wherever Kolob is located, its purpose is to "govern" all planets that are of the same "order" as the Earth (Abr. 3:9).  Since Abraham says no more than that, it is not clear whether he is speaking physically, metaphorically, or allegorically.  Thus, "to govern" might mean a physical bonding as with gravity, while "order" could conceivably mean planets similar to the Earth in size, or planets in the same region of this galaxy or even in the entire Milky Way galaxy.  Kolob was also said by the Egyptians to provide the light for all stars, including that for our sun (Abr. Facsimile 2).  Even so, Latter-day Saints have made no definitive comment on the meaning of these passages.  (“Astronomy Scriptural References to”, Encyclopedia of Mormonism, p. 82)
Reckoning Time and Space

Counts of interesting wording:

· ”reckoning” - 11  (v4 x3, v5 x2, v6, v7 x2, v8, v9 x2)
· “same order”- 2  (v3, v9)
· “set time” - 6  (v6 x4, v7, v10)
· “upon which thou standest”- 7  (v3, v4, v5 x2, v6, v7, v9)
reckoning – a calculation … ship's course and distance (1828 Dictionary.  In other words, the calculation of a ship’s position.)
If everything in the universe is moving, [why] do we use Earth to determine our position to everything else?  Because obviously it is where we are.  It is okay to measure everything [“reckoning”] relative to our position because that's the only position we're interested in.  In fact we make the whole situation even simpler by assuming the Earth isn't moving for much of the science we do.

Why is there not a central point in the universe?  There is no edge to the universe and no centre…It is like an expanding balloon... [with] ink dots on it and as it is inflated the dots move further away from each other. The expansion takes place from the centre of the balloon which…does not exist in the universe. (www.sciencenet.org.uk/database/phys/astronomy/Cosmology/p00479d.html).
Abraham 3:23 – We will go down, for there is space there…

Created Space – While an explosion of a man-made bomb expands through air, the Big Bang [creation of the universe] did not expand through anything.  That's because there was no space to expand through at the beginning of time.  Rather, physicists believe the Big Bang created and stretched space itself, expanding the universe. (www.exploratorium.edu/origins/cern/ideas/bang.html).
D&C 88:36-39 – All kingdoms have a law given; And there are many kingdoms; for there is no space in the which there is no kingdom; and there is no kingdom in which there is no space, either a greater or a lesser kingdom.  And unto every kingdom is given a law; and unto every law there are certain bounds also and conditions.  All beings who abide not in those conditions are not justified.

Abraham 3:4 – … according to its times and seasons in the revolutions thereof …
D&C 130:4-9 – In answer to the question — Is not the reckoning of God’s time, angel’s time, prophet’s time, and man’s time, according to the planet on which they reside?  I answer, Yes. But there are no angels who minister to this earth but those who do belong or have belonged to it.

The angels do not reside on a planet like this earth; But they reside in the presence of God, on a globe like a sea of glass and fire, where all things for their glory are manifest, past, present, and future, and are continually before the Lord.

The place where God resides is a great Urim and Thummim. This earth, in its sanctified and immortal state, will be made like unto crystal and will be a Urim and Thummim to the inhabitants who dwell thereon, whereby all things pertaining to an inferior kingdom, or all kingdoms of a lower order, will be manifest to those who dwell on it; and this earth will be Christ’s.

Hugh Nibley – Time also is not reckoned in absolutes but is limited to Abraham's system; "the reckoning of the Lord's time" is not reckoned absolutely but "according to the reckoning of Kolob"—an in-between element to gear Abraham's time to a larger but not necessarily the largest system.  There is also reckoning by sun and moon, relative to "the earth upon which thou standest."  In verse 6 the expression "set time" is used four times, reminding us that there is more than one frame of time reference. …The Doctrine and Covenants explains it by the necessity of limiting all "existence" to closed systems [separate, independent areas], for "otherwise there is no existence." (Old Testament and Related Studies, p. 68)
Stephen W. Hawking – … The theory of relativity put an end to the idea of absolute time!  It appeared that each observer must have his own measure of time, as recorded by a clock carried with him, and that identical clocks carried by different observers would not necessarily agree.  (A Brief History of Time, p. 21)
Albert Einstein – To us who are committed physicists, the past, present and future are only illusions, however persistent.  (As quoted in The Matter Myth by Paul Davies and John Gribbon, p. 82)
Neal A. Maxwell – Eventually, the veil that now encloses us will be no more.  Neither will time.  (D&C 84:100)  Time is clearly not our natural dimension.  Thus it is that we are never really at home in time.  Alternately, we find ourselves wishing to hasten the passage of time or to hold back the dawn.  We can do neither, of course, but whereas the fish is at home in water, we are clearly not at home in time—because we belong to eternity.  Time, as much as any one thing, whispers to us that we are strangers here. (All These Things Shall Give Thee Experience, p. 11)

Abraham’s Vision

Jared W. Ludlow – Abraham’s vision of these creations seems to have occurred in two stages.  First, the text states that Abraham had the Urim and Thummim and saw the stars and specifically Kolob (see 3:2-3).  The Lord also communicated with Abraham “by the Urim and Thummim” as He shared with him the reckoning of the Lord’s time (3:4).  The second stage of Abraham’s vision seems to begin in 3:11, when Abraham “talked with the Lord, face to face, as one man talketh with another; and he told me of the works which his hands had made.”  The Lord stretched out his hand and “put his hand upon mine [Abraham’s] eyes, and I saw those things which his hands had made, which were many; and they multiplied before mine eyes, and I could not see the end thereof” (3:12).  (In both stages of the vision, Abraham’s body remained on the earth since through the vision the Lord referred to the earth upon which Abraham stood. [see 3:5, 6, 7; see also 3:3, 9].)  (From his chapter titled “Abraham’s Visions of the Heavens” in Abraham, Papyrus and Covenant by FARMS, p. 153)
Daniel C. Peterson – The third chapter of the book of Abraham offers a remarkable picture of what might be termed “Abrahamic astronomy.”  (Abr. 3:1–17.)  The prophet is shown various features of the heavens, including even the great astronomical body Kolob, which “is set nigh unto the throne of God.”  (Abr. 3:9.)  Recent research indicates that the astronomical model portrayed here fits very well among ancient geocentric (earth-centered) notions.  It is interesting to note that although nothing in the Genesis account of Abraham’s life suggests that he had any special astronomical interests or knowledge, many post-biblical texts present an image of him that accords with what we are told in the book of Abraham.

The first-century Jewish historian Josephus, for instance, quotes an earlier writer describing Abraham as “a man righteous and great, and skillful in the celestial science.”  In the Testament of Abraham 9–10, which originated in Egypt and dates to the first or second century A.D., the patriarch is caught up into heaven and given a spectacular view of the earth and all its inhabitants.  Both the Jubilees, composed in the second century B.C., and the Muslim Qur’an, from the seventh century A.D., portray Abraham as a meditative contemplator of the skies.

The Apocalypse of Abraham, from the first or second century A.D., tells how the patriarch was taken into heaven where, among other things, he beheld “hosts of stars, and the orders they were commanded to carry out, and the elements of earth obeying them.”  (Compare Abr. 4:14–18.) He was also shown “what is in the heavens, on the earth, in the sea, and in the abyss.”  (Ensign, “News from Antiquity,” Jan. 1994, p. 16)
Spencer W. Kimball – Students of the universe might be amazed to know how much Adam knew about astronomy; how much Enoch and Moses had of accumulated knowledge of this world in its beginnings, its history, and its projected end.  Many would wonder at the great Abraham, living nearly forty centuries ago, who was such an authority, not only on the earth, its movements, and conditions, but on the universe itself, extending to the very center of it.   

His supernatural knowledge was probably supplemented by research and observation in the clear starry nights in the plains of Mesopotamia.  Could there possibly have been observatories on the tops of the ancient ziggurats pyramiding into the sky?  The Lord commands, "Seek knowledge through study and through faith.”  Abraham must have received the major part through the Urim and Thummim, which could have been far more revealing than the most powerful telescope in the most modern observatory.  In his 175 brilliant years of life he accumulated knowledge in many fields, but especially astronomy, in which field he seems to have excelled and was perhaps equal or superior to even the highly trained Egyptian astronomers.  (Faith Precedes the Miracle, p. 49)
The Heavens Testify

Jared W. Ludlow – [After quoting numerous ancient documents that parallel our Book of Abraham -]  The point is similar to the teaching that was given to Abraham in the Book of Abraham: he was shown the stars and all their revolutions but then learned the governing principles behind them that have greater significance for the progress of man. [see 3:5, 6, 7; see also 3:3, 9].)  (From his chapter titled “Abraham’s Visions of the Heavens” in Abraham, Papyrus and Covenant by FARMS, p. 68)
D&C 88:47 – Behold, all these [things in the heavens] are kingdoms, and any man who hath seen any or the least of these hath seen God moving in his majesty and power.  (Other amazing passages are D&C 93:30 and D&C 88:61.)
Alma 30:44 – The scriptures are laid before thee, yea, and all things denote there is a God; yea, even the earth, and all things that are upon the face of it, yea, and its motion, yea, and also all the planets which move in their regular form do witness that there is a Supreme Creator.

Truman Madsen – Henri Bergson closes his book, Two Sources of Religion and Mortality, saying, "The universe is a machine for the making of Gods." …The Jesuit paleontologist, Teilhard de Chardin, in The Phenomenon of Man cited evidence that the ultimate purpose undergirding even the cells and matter-in-motion of the cosmos is to produce Christs – Christogenesis, the emerging of a great and glorious personality.  Karl Rahner, certainly the most influential and also the most officially renowned Catholic theologian, has written, "It is not possible to speak theologically about God without at the same time saying something about man and vice versa."  (“Are Christians Mormon?” BYU Studies, v. 15, No. 1, Autumn 1974, p. 77)
Brigham Young – The whole object of the creation of this world is to exalt the intelligences that are placed upon it, that they may live, endure, and increase for ever and ever.  We are not here to quarrel and contend about the things of this world, but we are here to subdue and beautify it.  Let every man and woman worship their God with all their heart. (Discourses of Brigham Young, p. 87-88)
(Lesson by Zan and Misty Larsen, www.elarsen.net/lessons)

Presentaion Notes

Preparation –

· Bring the big Triple Combination with “as also” highlighted.

· Before photocopying the main sheet, handwrite on it to divide it into 6 sections, and feel free to omit parts to keep the sections near in size.  (1. JFM – Abr 3:19, 2. ERP, 3. Reckoning - D&C 88, SWH – NAM, 4. JRL, 5. DCP, 6. SWK.)

· Project Preach My Gospel or take a copy.

· Note that Hawking’s and Einstein’s names are links.

· Because lots of the concepts are new and difficult, heavily preview and review paragraphs.

Presentation order -
1. The Form – Divide the class into groups of four students each.  Hand out the form, one to each student.  Explain to the groups that each member should fill in the answers to one of the four sections on the form.  They can decide who does which one.

2. Comparison – After filling in their parts, tell the groups to go through their parts with each other sharing their answers.  The owner of a left-side quadrant should take turns with the person owning the corresponding right-side quadrant.  Ask them to make sure there are no double-usages of the answers from the bottom of the sheet.

3. “As Also” – Hand out the sheet and teach that inset box.
4. Pick a Chunk – Tell the students that they’re no longer in groups.  Preview the 6 sections and ask the students to pick one and only one to read and highlight.  

Especially point out that Abraham 3 was the starting lesson in Abraham’s version of Preach My Gospel.

5. Present and Review – Present each section by first asking for comments from those who read it.  Then fill in as needed, and handle omitted parts as time allows.
Extra Material

Spacetime – “Is space curved?  It isn't space that is curved - it's spacetime. When people talk about curved space they are not being very accurate. The reason so many people do talk about curved space may be because it's easier to understand than curved spacetime. Spacetime is a fusion of space and time; we put the two together because they are not independent. They may appear to be independent in every day life but they're noticeably connected if you travel at near light speed.” (From www.sciencenet.org.uk/database/phys/astronomy/Cosmology
/p00479d.html.  Notice that when the Lord talks about days, seasons, etc. in D&C 88 he does so in relation to places in space and in each star or planet’s own [“their”] reference of time.)
I have seen the darkness creep along the wall,
I have heard my madness chatter before day
I have seen the world roll up in a ball
Then suddenly dissolve and fall away.
-- T.S. Eliot 

Hold up a picture in National Geographic from the Hubble Telescope and quote again D&C 88:47’s “any man who hath seen any or the least of these hath seen God moving in his majesty and power.”

In describing God’s honor, quote 2 Samuel 7:13, “He shall build an house for my name” and anything else from Unconditional Love.doc to establish God’s honor as a characteristic of him as important as is his love.  For more on the Middle Easterner’s perspective of God proclaiming his integrity without it being boasting see “Parable of Good Shepherd.doc”.



Neal A. Maxwell - Providing adequate oxygen for us on this planet is a form of God’s “lending [us] breath,” as in King Benjamin’s litany (Mosiah 2:21). God keeps this planet habitable, “preserving [us] from day to day” (Mosiah 2:21). Given all He has done, no wonder we are, comparatively, “unprofitable servants” (Mosiah 2:21).  (“Yet Thou Art There,” Ensign, Nov. 1987, p. 30)

Complete quote:

Daniel C. Peterson - The third chapter of the book of Abraham offers a remarkable picture of what might be termed “Abrahamic astronomy.” (Abr. 3:1–17.) The prophet is shown various features of the heavens, including even the great astronomical body Kolob, which “is set nigh unto the throne of God.” (Abr. 3:9.) Recent research indicates that the astronomical model portrayed here fits very well among ancient geocentric (earth-centered) notions. It is interesting to note that although nothing in the Genesis account of Abraham’s life suggests that he had any special astronomical interests or knowledge, many post-biblical texts present an image of him that accords with what we are told in the book of Abraham.

The first-century Jewish historian Josephus, for instance, quotes an earlier writer describing Abraham as “a man righteous and great, and skillful in the celestial science.”  In the Testament of Abraham 9–10, which originated in Egypt and dates to the first or second century A.D., the patriarch is caught up into heaven and given a spectacular view of the earth and all its inhabitants. Both the Jubilees, composed in the second century B.C., and the Muslim Qur’an, from the seventh century A.D., portray Abraham as a meditative contemplator of the skies.

The Apocalypse of Abraham, from the first or second century A.D., tells how the patriarch was taken into heaven where, among other things, he beheld “hosts of stars, and the orders they were commanded to carry out, and the elements of earth obeying them.” (Compare Abr. 4:14–18.) He was also shown “what is in the heavens, on the earth, in the sea, and in the abyss.”  This is almost an exact translation of the Egyptian words in the left middle portion of facsimile 2 of the book of Abraham (figures 9 and 10). In the vision recorded in the Apocalypse of Abraham, the prophet is shown “the fullness of the whole world and its circle” in a picture with two sides. This description could well apply to facsimile 2 (called a hypocephalus by Egyptologists.)

Finally, the tenth-century Muslim scholar al-Tabari tells of a vision in which “the seven heavens were opened to Abraham, up to and including the throne [of God].” According to the book of Abraham, the Lord wanted his prophet Abraham to communicate to the Egyptians the astronomical and theological information he had received: “I show these things unto thee before ye go into Egypt, that ye may declare all these words.” (Abr. 3:15.) And, in fact, although the text of the book of Abraham as we currently possess it does not actually continue the story into Egypt, Abraham seems to have fulfilled his divine assignment. Facsimile 3 shows an Egyptian scene with this explanation below: “Abraham is reasoning upon the principles of Astronomy, in the king’s court.” A number of ancient texts support this visual account. Josephus tells of Abraham’s teaching astronomy in Egypt. The great Christian historian Eusebius of Caesarea, who lived in the late third and early fourth centuries, preserves an even earlier account in his Praeparatio Evangelica; it has Abraham going to Egypt and there teaching astronomy or astrology both to the priests of Heliopolis and to the Egyptian king himself.  (Ensign, “News from Antiquity,” Jan. 1994, p. 16)


D&C 88:41-47 - He comprehendeth all things, and all things are before him, and all things are round about him; and he is above all things, and in all things, and is through all things, and is round about all things; and all things are by him, and of him, even God, forever and ever.  And again, verily I say unto you, he hath given a law unto all things, by which they move in their times and their seasons; And their courses are fixed, even the courses of the heavens and the earth, which comprehend the earth and all the planets.  And they give light to each other in their times and in their seasons, in their minutes, in their hours, in their days, in their weeks, in their months, in their years—all these are one year with God, but not with man.

The earth rolls upon her wings, 
And the sun giveth his light by day, 
And the moon giveth her light by night, 
And the stars also give their light, 
As they roll upon their wings in their glory, 
In the midst of the power of God.

Unto what shall I liken these kingdoms, that ye may understand?  Behold, all these [things in the heavens] are kingdoms, and any man who hath seen any or the least of these hath seen God moving in his majesty and power.  (Other amazing passages: D&C 93:30, D&C 88:61.)D&C 93:30 - All truth is independent in that sphere in which God has placed it, to act for itself, as all intelligence also; otherwise there is no existence.



D&C 88:61 - Therefore, unto this parable I will liken all these kingdoms, and the inhabitants thereof—every kingdom in its hour, and in its time, and in its season, even according to the decree which God hath made.
D&C 121:
29 - All thrones and dominions, principalities and powers, shall be revealed and set forth upon all who have endured valiantly for the gospel of Jesus Christ.

30 - And also, if there be bounds set to the heavens or to the seas, or to the dry land, or to the sun, moon, or stars--

31 - All the times of their revolutions, all the appointed days, months, and years, and all the days of their days, months, and years, and all their glories, laws, and set times, shall be revealed in the days of the dispensation of the fulness of times—
William Lee Stokes  - The Prophet recorded this [D&C 121:29-31] while he was a prisoner in Liberty Jail, in Missouri, on March 20, 1839.  In this prophecy specific future events are described that will be revealed in a certain time period, namely, "in the days of the dispensation of the fulness of times.”  This dispensation, which began with the organization of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints by Joseph Smith in 1830, is still in effect and is the last we shall receive or experience.  Each of us, individually, is participating in the fulfillment of the events of this great prediction.  Some of it has already been fulfilled, some is in process of fulfillment, and some is yet to be fulfilled as the Space Age unfolds.  Nowhere else in religious literature can one find a prediction about specific objectives, events, and attainments so inclusive and far-reaching as this.  Think of the cost, energy, and technology applied to explorations of our total surroundings in the interval since 1839 when the Prophet made this prediction.   

There is something intriguing about the wording of this prophecy.  Note that everything listed is to be revealed in the "days of the dispensation of the fulness of time.”  By not using the word day or the word year, this statement avoids any possible confusion with the so-called God's day of one thousand years or any other identifiable time period.  Might it not be that the revelations mentioned are not to come forth all at once, but rather in a step-by-step manner?  Truly, as one learns by reading the daily news, great astronomical discoveries are being made and reported on almost a daily basis.  We are experiencing the fulfillment of the Prophet's words almost without realizing it.  (From his chapter in Of Heaven and Earth: Reconciling Scientific Thought with LDS Theology, p.142)
“How many stars are there in the Universe? It is very difficult to tell exactly how many stars there are in the universe as we can't really see them all.  By estimating how many stars there are in our Galaxy, about 100 billion, and by estimating how many galaxies there are, again about 100 billion, we might guess that there are about ten thousand billion billion stars, or 1 with 22 zeros after it!  However, the Hubble [telescope] would indicate an almost limitless number of galaxies in the observable universe.  So no matter how many stars we estimate in the Milky Way or other galaxies if we do not know the number of galaxies in the Universe we cannot calculate the total number of stars.” (www.sciencenet.org.uk/database/phys/astronomy/Cosmology/p00479d.html).
Moses 1:37 - The heavens, they are many, and they cannot be numbered unto man; but they are numbered unto me, for they are mine.

James Hartle - There would be no point in defining a “now” on a planet at the center of the galaxy when light would take 60,000 years for knowledge of it to reach a planet on the periphery.  Clearly, such a civilization would need to organize itself differently from us. (Dr. Hartle is a physicist at the University of California, as quoted in New Scientist magazine, 1 May 2004, p. 36)
Paul Davies and John Gribbon – If the “present moment” elsewhere in the Universe depends on how you are moving, a whole span of “presents” must exist, some of which will lie in what you regard as your past, some in your future, as seen by different observers.  In other words, moments of time cannot be things which “happen” everywhere at once, in which only the unique present is “real”.  Rather, time is extended in some way, like space; which particular distant event any given observer regards as happening in the mysterious moment of “now” purely relative.  (The Matter Myth, p. 83)
1. as that upon which thou standest” (v3) 

2. time appointed unto that whereon thou standest (v4) 

3. upon which thou standest in point of reckoning (v5)
4. the earth upon which thou standest (v5)
5. set time of the earth upon which thou standest (v6)
6. the time of the earth upon which thou standest (v7)
7. same order as that upon which thou standest (v9)


Douglas Addams - “This has not, however, stopped their earnings from pushing back the boundaries of pure hypermathematics, and their chief research accountant has recently been appointed Professor of Neomathematics at the University of Maximegalon, in recognition of both his General and his Special Theories of Disaster Area Tax Returns, in which he proves that the whole fabric of the space-time continuum is not merely curved, it is in fact totally bent.” – (From the BBC radio series and book, The Hitchhikers Guide To The Galaxy)
Hunter S. Thompson - Reality itself is too twisted.  (Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas)


Psalms 23:3-4, Amplified Bible - He refreshes and restores my life [my self]; He leads me in the paths of righteousness [uprightness and right standing with Him--not for my earning it, but] for His name's sake.  Yes, though I walk through the [deep, sunless] valley of the shadow of death, I will fear or dread no evil, for You are with me; Your rod [to protect] and Your staff [to guide], they comfort me.

3 Nephi 9 - According to the chapter heading the Lord “proclaims his divinity”.  How many occurrences of “I”, “me”, “my” and “mine” combined are there?


D&C 121:30-31 - … if there be bounds set to the heavens or to the seas, or to the dry land, or to the sun, moon, or stars--All the times of their revolutions, all the appointed days, months, and years, and all the days of their days, months, and years, and all their glories, laws, and set times, shall be revealed in the days of the dispensation of the fulness of times …

William Lee Stokes  - Each of us, individually, is participating in the fulfillment of the events of this great prediction.  Some of it has already been fulfilled, some is in process of fulfillment, and some is yet to be fulfilled as the Space Age unfolds.  Nowhere else in religious literature can one find a prediction about specific objectives, events, and attainments so inclusive and far-reaching as this.  Think of the cost, energy, and technology applied to explorations of our total surroundings in the interval since 1839 when the Prophet made this prediction. (From his chapter in Of Heaven and Earth: Reconciling Scientific Thought with LDS Theology, p.142)
	
	Kolob
	Christ

	1.
	"The name of the great one is ________, because it is near unto [God]" (Abr. 3:3).
	The name of the Savior is "the _______ I Am" (D&C 29:1).



	2.
	Kolob is "after the __________" or in the likeness of the Lord (Abr. 3:4).
	Christ is in the "brightness" of God's "glory, and the

 _________ ________ of his person" (Hebrews 1:3).

	3.
	Kolob is the "first  c_________" (Facsimile 2:1).
	"I was in the ____________ with the Father," Christ said,

 "and am the ____________" (D&C 93:21).

	4.
	Kolob is the "_________ unto the throne of God" (Abr. 3:2; Facsimile 2:1).
	Christ is described as being "in the ________ of the Father" (D&C 76:25).

	5.
	Kolob is "first in  g_______________" (Facsimile 2:1) and is "to  g_________ all those which belong to the same order" (Abr. 3:3).
	Christ has promised, "I will be your ______ when I come" (D&C 41:4).  Prophesying of his coming, Isaiah said, "the __________ shall be upon his shoulder" (Isaiah 9:6).  He is "Lord of lords, and Kings of kings" (Revelation 17:14).

	6.
	Kolob holds "the ____  ___  _______" (Facsimile 2:2).
	It is Christ who holds the _____ of all power. All who hold ____ in the kingdom of God here on earth received them under his direction (D&C 132:45), and an accounting of how all _____ and authority have been used will yet be made to him (Daniel 7:9-14).

	7.
	There are "many _______  ____" near Kolob; these are the governing ones (Abr. 3:2-3).
	Joseph and Hyrum Smith, along with Brigham Young, John Taylor, and Wilford Woodruff, are specifically mentioned as being "among the _________ and great ones who were chosen in the beginning to be rulers in the Church of God" (D&C 138:55).

	8.
	Our sun borrows its ______ from Kolob (Facsimile 2:5).
	Christ is the source of "_______ which is in all things, which giveth life to all things, which is the law by which all things are governed" (D&C 88:13).

	9.
	"Kolob is the greatest of all the _________________ [stars] … because it is nearest unto [God]" (Abr.3:16).
	Christ was the greatest of all the pre-earth spirits, being “_______  ______  God”.  (Abr. 3: 24).


	
	Stars
	Pre-Earthly Spirits

	1.
	"The stars … were very ____​​___" (Abr. 3:2). There were "many _______ ones … near unto" Kolob (Christ) (Abr. 3:2).
	Abraham was shown that among the “_______________that were organized before the world was … there were many of the noble and great ones" (Abr. 3:22).

	2.
	There “were many great ones which were near” to the throne of God. (Abr. 3:2).
	Of these "noble and great" spirits the Lord said, "These I will make my _______" (Abr. 3:23).

	3.
	All stars of the “same ________” are governed by Kolob (Christ). (Abr. 3:3). 
	Those spirits who rebelled at the choice of ________ as their Redeemer were cast out (Abr .3:27-28).

	4.
	The star with the longer "set ______" rules above the star with the lesser "set ______" (Abr. 3:5).
	All prophets of God were subject to the discipline of the house of God.  None knew this principle better than Abraham.

	5.
	For every star or planet, “there shall be another planet whose _________ of time shall be longer still” (Abr. 3:8-9).
	Abraham was also told that whenever there were two spirits, one __________________ than the other, "then there shall be another __________________ than they" (Abr. 3:19).

	6.
	Abraham was shown the “set time” of all of the stars right up to “the _________ of God" (Abr. 3:10).
	Though it is not recorded for us, Abraham undoubtedly had revealed to him some knowledge of the destiny and mission [and timing] of his fellow prophets. Such experiences were common to the ancient seers.


Answers (not in order)
	Kolob, Stars
	Christ, Pre-Earthly Spirits

	key of power ( great ones ( light (  creation (
great, great ( Kokaubeam ( throne ( reckoning ( manner ( order ( nearest ( 
Kolob ( time, time ( government, govern
	express image ( keys, keys, keys ( rulers (  Great ( 

intelligences ( like unto ( beginning, Firstborn  ( Christ ( noble ( ruler, government  ( light ( bosom  (
more intelligent, more intelligent


A key to understanding the �chapter is in verse 18: 


“as, also”








