The Redeemer and The Abrahamic Covenant



What promises are included in the Abrahamic Covenant?  (See Pearl of Great Price Student Manual, p. 94, Bible Dictionary, “Abraham, Covenant of”, p. 602.)

Andrew C. Skinner - Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob desired, sought for, wrestled for, and craved the literal presence of God.  They prayed for it, worked for it, and lived for it.  They were successful in their quest, and the Old Testament is a powerful, personal record of their success. … We are the seed of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob and the inheritors of the Abrahamic covenant.  What is the Abrahamic covenant?  Is it not candidacy for exaltation?  The task of turning candidacy into reality is up to us.  Let us wrestle as Jacob did for this blessing as we worship in the temples of our God.  (From the introduction to his chapter in the “About this Book” section of Thy People Shall Be My People and Thy God My God: The 22d Annual Sidney B. Sperry Symposium.)

Robert L. Millet - "What was the [ultimate] object," Joseph Smith asked, "of gathering the Jews, or the people of God, in any age of the world?"  He then answered: "The main object was to build unto the Lord a house whereby He could reveal unto His people the ordinances of His house and the glories of His kingdom, and teach the people the way of salvation; for there are certain ordinances and principles that, when they are taught and practiced, must be done in a place or house built for that purpose."  "Missionary work," Elder Russell M. Nelson observed, "is only the beginning" to the blessings of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  "The fulfillment, the consummation, of those blessings comes as those who have entered the waters of baptism perfect their lives to the point that they may enter the holy temple.  Receiving an endowment there seals members of the Church to the Abrahamic Covenant."  (From his chapter in A Witness of Jesus Christ: The 1989 Sperry Symposium on the Old Testament, p. 186.)


Kinsman-Redeemer

(This section is from a chapter titled “The Redemption of Abraham” by Jennifer Lane in Abraham, Papyrus and Covenant by FARMS, p. 169-174.)
The first point in understanding Israelite redemption is distinguishing between deliverance and redemption.  Simply put, deliverance requires merely a show of power, but redemption requires that a price be paid.  Physical redemption of individuals from slavery was a common practice in Israel, as well as in the rest of the ancient Near East.  People became slaves because they were prisoners of war or because they had sold themselves (or were sold) to pay off their debts.

Here is where a redeemer enters, and it is in Israel where we find a special practice.  An Israelite redeemer was a close relative who was obliged by family bonds to redeem his kin.  In fact, the term in Hebrew for redeemer, go’el, is best translated as “kinsman-redeemer”.

Another important Israelite concept that can help us decipher redemption in the scriptures is covenant.  A covenant in Israel was far from our twentieth-century concept of a contractual bargain.  Covenants were seen as the creation of a new relationship and the bringing of people into a family relationship.  Family relations were the basis of society, but strangers could enter into households by covenants that implied “an adoption into the household, an extension of kinship, the making of a brother.”  This can be seen in such covenant –making ceremonies as the covenant meal, which “means admission into the family circle of another, since only the kinsmen will eat together.”   This use of a meal to signify covenant adoption can be seen in the Old Testament where Moses and the elders of Israel partake of a ritual meal with the Lord in Exodus 24:9-11, as part of the covenant at Sinai.

Covenants could be seen as an adoption …

An interesting feature of Israelite covenants is the giving of a new name that often marked this covenant relationship.  This new name reflected the new nature that was part of the new relationship.  There are several instances of name changing in the Old Testament.  A name change indicates a corresponding change in character and conduct, illustrating the Hebrew belief that names represent something of the essence of a person.  A new name shows a new status or the establishment of a new relationship.  Sometimes “symbolic” new names are given that are not supposed to replace the old but are to give information as to the character of the recipient.

It is also noteworthy that these covenants were often made in sacred spaces … 

… The status of Jehovah as the Redeemer of Israel was a result of Israel’s adoptive covenant relationship with him.  The Lord promised to act as a redeemer because of his family relationship to Israel created by covenant.  Indeed, this is the pattern of spiritual redemption that we find over and over throughout scripture.  There is a covenant that functions as an adoption, there is a new name reflecting the new relationship and new nature, and there is the promise of redemption.   As King Benjamin said – 

Because of the covenant which ye have made ye shall be called the children of Christ, his sons, and his daughters; for behold, this day he hath spiritually begotten you; for ye say that your hearts are changed through faith on his name; therefore, ye are born of him and have become his sons and his daughters.  And under this head ye are made free, and there is no other head whereby ye can be made free. There is no other name given whereby salvation cometh; therefore, I would that ye should take upon you the name of Christ, all you that have entered into the covenant with God that ye should be obedient unto the end of your lives.  (Mosiah 5:7-8)
This is the same pattern that we see in the life of Abraham.  Jehovah became Abraham’s redeemer because he became Abraham’s spiritual father by covenant – “I will establish my covenant between me and thee and thy seed … to be a God unto thee, and to thy seed after thee” (Genesis 17:7).  This expression functioned as an adoption formula in the ancient Near East.

… The accompanying name change from Abram to Abraham signified this new adoptive covenant relationship (Genesis 17:5).  

… Moses tells the children of Israel – 

But because the Lord loved you, and because he would keep the oath which he had sworn unto your fathers, hath the Lord brought you out with a mighty hand, and redeemed you out of the house of bondmen, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt.  (Deuteronomy 7:8)

The Lord made covenant promises to Abraham about his posterity but then tried his faithfulness.  In Abraham’s covenant the Lord had promised him deliverance from the bondage of childlessness, but with the command to sacrifice Isaac it would seem that Abraham was being thrust back into bondage.  Only Abraham’s faith in his covenant relationship with the Lord gave Abraham the confidence that, despite the present circumstances, the Lord was truly his redeemer and would not abandon him.  Abraham was confident that even if he slew Isaac, his son would be raised up again.  The covenant promise was “in Isaac shall thy seed be called” (Hebrews 11:18), and so Abraham knew that the Lord would be faithful to his promise and give him back his son.

Likewise, the Lord has promised that the seed of Abraham, his modern covenant people, “must needs be chastened and tried, even as Abraham, who was commanded to offer up his only son.  For all those who will not endure chastening, but deny me, cannot be sanctified” (D&C 101:4-5).  In these trials we may feel that we are being thrust into bondage rather than being redeemed from it.  In times such as these we must completely rely on the arm of our Redeemer.  We need to know that he is tied to us through covenant.  We need to know that he is our spiritual father. We need to know that he will not abandon us.

Abraham’s faith in his redemption can be a model for us.  Once we recognize that Abraham’s covenant with the Lord created an adoptive relationship, we can understand the foundation of faith upon which Abraham relied.  Abraham knew that the Lord was his kinsman-redeemer.  He knew that the price of his redemption had been paid through the atonement of Christ.  His confidence in his Redeemer’s covenant promises was such that he was willing to offer up his son, knowing that God “was able raise him up, even from the dead” (Hebrews 11:19).



Patriarchal Blessings

Why is declaring lineage important?

An essential part of a patriarchal blessing is a declaration of lineage. The patriarch seeks inspiration to specify the dominant family line that leads back to Abraham. The majority of modern blessings have designated Ephraim or Manasseh as the main link in this tracing, but others of every tribe of Israel have also been named. Whether this is a pronouncement of blood inheritance or of adoption does not matter (see Abr. 2:10). It is seen as the line and legacy through which one's blessings are transmitted. Thus the blessings "of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob" are conferred.  (Encyclopedia of Mormonism, “Patriarchal Blessings”, p. 1067)
I have heard that two siblings were from different tribes.  How is that possible?

We believe that the house of Israel today constitutes a large measure of the human family. Because the tribes have intermixed one with another, one child may be declared to be from the tribe of Ephraim and another of the same family from Manasseh or one of the other tribes. The blessing of one tribe, therefore, may be dominant in one child, and the blessing of another tribe dominant in yet another child. So, children from the same parents could receive the blessings of different tribes.  (James E. Faust, “Priesthood Blessings,” Ensign, Nov. 1995, p. 62)
Are the promises in my blessings actual predictions?

Occasionally a member may feel that their blessing is somewhat less than expected. But as time goes on, they will recognize the power of revelation in it.  Sometimes someone will worry because a promise made in a patriarchal blessing is not yet fulfilled. For instance, a blessing may indicate that a member will be married, and they do not find a companion. That does not mean that the blessing will go unfulfilled. It is well to know that things happen in the Lord’s due time, not always in ours. Things of an eternal nature have no boundaries. From the premortal existence to our existence beyond the veils of death, our life is an eternal life.  (Boyd K. Packer, “The Stake Patriarch,” Ensign, Nov. 2002, p. 42)

While your patriarchal blessing contains inspired counsel and promises, you should not expect it to answer all your questions or to detail all that will happen in your life. If your blessing does not mention an important event, such as a full-time mission or marriage, you should not assume that you will not receive that opportunity. (True to the Faith, A Gospel Reference, online at lds.org, p. 111)

May I share my blessing with others?

That blessing becomes a very personal treasure.  Except for members of the immediate family, we should not permit others to read our blessing nor should we ask others to interpret it. Neither the patriarch nor the bishop can or should interpret it.  (Boyd K. Packer, “The Stake Patriarch,” Ensign, Nov. 2002, p. 42)

A patriarchal blessing is very sacred and personal, but it may be shared with close family members.  (James E. Faust, “Priesthood Blessings,” Ensign, Nov. 1995, p. 62)

What should I do after I receive my blessing?

Once you have received your patriarchal blessing, you should read it humbly, prayerfully, and frequently. It is a personal revelation from your Heavenly Father, who knows your strengths, weaknesses, and eternal potential. Through your patriarchal blessing, He will help you learn what He expects of you. Your blessing may contain promises, admonitions, and warnings. As time goes on, you will recognize the power of the revelation in it.  As you follow the counsel in your blessing, you will be less likely to stumble or be misled. If you do not follow the counsel, you will not be able to receive the promised blessings.  (True to the Faith, A Gospel Reference, online at lds.org, p. 111)

Patriarchal blessings should be read humbly, prayerfully, and frequently … Our blessings can encourage us when we are discouraged, strengthen us when we are fearful, comfort us when we sorrow, give us courage when we are filled with anxiety, and lift us up when we are weak in spirit. Our testimonies can be strengthened every time we read our patriarchal blessings. (James E. Faust, “Priesthood Blessings,” Ensign, Nov. 1995, p. 62.)
To request a copy of your blessing, or one of a deceased ancestor, see -
www.lds.org/churchhistory/archives/pbinfo 
(Lesson by Zan and Misty Larsen)


Presentation Notes

Take -


· Book: Lost Books of the Bible 

Web –

· Map - http://lds.org/scriptures/bible-maps/map-3?lang=eng
· Bible Dictionary –http://lds.org/scriptures/bd/abraham-covenant-of?lang=eng&letter=a
· Twelve Patriarchs - http://www.earlychristianwritings.com/text/patriarchs-charles.html
· http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Testaments_of_the_Twelve_Patriarchs
· Request a blessing - www.lds.org/churchhistory/archives/pbinfo
Presentation order -

1. Quiz

2. House of Israel table (projected)

3. Sheet: Read Bible Dictionary and first two paragraphs.

4. Sheet: Kinsman-Redeemer.  (Method: one student reads, the next student comments.)

5. Show the Testament of the Twelve Patriarchs (patriarchal blessing for entire tribes).

6. Sheet: Patriarchal Blessings, same method of read/comment.

7. Introduce Misty.

8. End with the Kellan quote.

Extra Material

Suggested opening hymn: “Redeemer of Israel”

Review the big “Abrahamic Covenant” section at the back of the PoGP student manual (6 gray pages).

At the end of the material about patriarchal blessings, mention the book “The Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs”.

Quiz

Write these names on a sheet or hidden ink board to be used with questions 5-7 - Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Zebulon, Issachar, Dan, Gad, Asher, Naphtali, Joseph and Benjamin; Ephraim and Manasseh.

1. Name as many of the tribes of Israel as you can.

2. How many sons (names) are there in the House of Israel?

3. What does the term “blood Israel” mean?

4. What does the term “land Israel” mean?

5. What does the term “covenant Israel” mean?

6. Which of the names did not receive a territory in “land Israel” and why?

7. Which of the names is not part of the covenant Israel and why?

8. Who was the first person to receive the sacred promises or covenants the Lord made with Abraham?

9. What promises are included in the Abrahamic Covenant?

10. What ordinance brings you into the Abrahamic Covenant?  (See Bible Dictionary, “Abraham, Covenant of”.)


Regarding Jennifer Lane’s chapter in the Abraham book, there is a similar chapter by Jennifer Lane Clark in The Apostle Paul, His Life and His Testimony, The 23rd Annual Sidney B. Sperry Symposium.  

The following is from the institute’s 
Book of Mormon Student Manual (1982), p. 137.

What is meant by "House of Israel"?

One of the confusing things about this term is that it is used at different times to refer to different things.  Generally, there are three ways that the term Israel is used:

1. Blood Israel. … The term blood Israel could be defined as any descendant of the twelve sons of Jacob.  In the nearly four thousand years since Jacob lived, there have been innumerable intermarriages between descendants of Israel and other gentile (non-Israelite) people. So while we may think of the Jews or the Lamanites as being the only known survivors (as a distinct, identifiable race) of original Israel, there are literally millions of people who could trace their ancestry back to one of the twelve tribes; thus, in a very real sense they are part of blood Israel.

2. Land Israel.  The Lord promised to Abraham and his descendants the land of Palestine and surrounding areas. (See Genesis 15:18) …  Perhaps it should be noted that the twelve tribes who participated in the division of the land were not exactly the same as the original twelve sons of Jacob. The tribe of Levi, who had the right to the Aaronic Priesthood, was not given a land inheritance so they could mingle with and serve all of the tribes and bless them through the priesthood.  And Joseph had been given a double blessing: both of his sons, Manasseh and Ephraim, were adopted by Israel and designated as full tribes. (See Genesis 48:5–20; Joshua 14:4; 21:1–45)  Ephraim received the birthright instead of Reuben (1 Chronicles 5:1, 2) because Reuben committed adultery with Bilhah, one of Jacob's wives (Genesis 35:22).  However, the tribe of Reuben was given a portion of the land when the tribes conquered Canaan.  Thus in the division of the land, Levi received only cities, and Ephraim and Manasseh became the substitutes for Joseph …

3. Covenant Israel.  We learn from the scriptures that the Lord made his covenant first with Adam and then renewed it with the righteous patriarchs from Adam to Abraham. (See JST, Genesis 8:23.)  Many think of Abraham as the father of the covenant because the covenant was renewed with him and it is in connection with him that the most detailed description of the terms of the covenant are found. For these reasons it is often called the Abrahamic covenant. But we should remember that it did not first begin with him.

Speaking of the sacred promises or covenants that the Lord made with Abraham, Elder Bruce R. McConkie has said:

"Abraham first received the gospel by baptism (which is the covenant of salvation); then he had conferred upon him the higher priesthood, and he entered into celestial marriage (which is the covenant of exaltation), gaining assurance thereby that he would have eternal increase; finally he received a promise that all of these blessings would be offered to all of his mortal posterity. (Abra. 2:6–11; D. & C. 132:29–50)  Included in the divine promises to Abraham was the assurance that Christ would come through his lineage, and the assurance that Abraham's posterity would receive certain choice, promised lands as an eternal inheritance. (Abra. 2; Gen. 17; 22:15–18; Gal. 3.)" (Mormon Doctrine, p. 13.)

In other words, all who are willing to accept and keep the gospel covenant become the sons and daughters of Abraham either through lineage or by adoption. This seems to be the symbolic meaning of the twelve oxen that hold up the baptismal fonts in the temples. When we enter the waters of baptism, we make covenants with the Lord and become spiritual Israel - that is, persons who have made and keep the covenant to be the Lord's chosen people.

This idea of covenant Israel is the most significant meaning of the term Israel. Of what spiritual and eternal value will it be to be of blood Israel if one rejects or disobeys the covenant? Paul understood this concept perfectly when he said, "They are not all Israel, which are of Israel: neither, because they are the seed of Abraham, are they all children … but the children of the promise are counted for the seed." (Romans 9:6–8) In other words, blood descendancy is no guarantee of spiritual favor with God. (However, to be a descendant of Israel gives one the responsibility of leadership and sharing the gospel. [See Abraham 3:22, 23]  Unfortunately too many of blood Israel ignore this responsibility.)  Therefore a descendant of Jacob, even if his ancestry were absolutely unmixed with any gentiles, would not necessarily be a true Israelite in the spiritual sense.  

Note how clearly Nephi taught this important concept: "For behold, I say unto you that as many of the Gentiles as will repent are the covenant people of the Lord; and as many of the Jews as will not repent shall be cast off; for the Lord covenanteth with none save it be with them that repent and believe in his Son, who is the Holy One of Israel." (2 Nephi 30:2)

Misty Q&A
Have you seen any random warnings in recent blessings?  I think they mean warnings to prepare with food storage, etc.  The only one I’ve noticed is many of the blessings now include “the spirit of Elijah”, and the admonition to do family history and temple work.

Are there similarities in all blessings?  Yes, parents want the same good things for their children.  Heavenly Father is our parent.

Have you seen tribes other than Ephraim and if so, which tribes?
Probably 95% of the ones I’ve typed have been Ephraim, most of the rest have been Manasseh.  I’ve seen Dan, Gad, and Asher too, but only 1 or 2 of each.  These have all been from out of the area – Russia, Caribbean Islands, etc.

More detail on siblings being from different tribes – intermarriage over time, like our children’s last name is Scandinavian, but if we look at their ancestors, they are mostly British, not Scandinavian.  Different tribes have different responsibilities and brothers and sisters can be given slightly differing tasks.

What does your dad do differently as a patriarch than he did before the calling?  He wants and needs to have the spirit and be in tune.  He doesn’t talk about things like politics, doesn’t go to movies.
Any thing else you think is neat?  My dad tells the person who was blessed that if they heard something that isn’t in the blessing once it’s printed, it was a message just for them and they should write it down and share their feelings about it in their journal, or even on their copy of the blessing if they want.)  (It’s important to keep in mind that the blessing can’t contain all the blessings the Lord has for us.  It’s a guide.  Also, the blessings aren’t necessarily for time only.  It’s an eternal blessing and some of the things may not happen until the next life.

An interesting event:  A man from Barbados came to him for a blessing.  Her dad declared his lineage as being from Gad and afterward commented, “I didn’t even know who Gad was, but that was the prompting that came to me.”

Twelve Tribes

Question: "What are the twelve tribes of Israel?"  (http://www.gotquestions.org/twelve-tribes-Israel.html)

Answer: The Bible lists the twelve tribes of Israel in several locations: (Genesis 35:23-26; Exodus 1:2-5; Numbers 1:20-43; 1 Chronicles 2:2; Revelation 7:5-8). It is interesting that there are slight differences in some places. The 12 sons of Israel (Jacob) were: Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, Zebulun, Benjamin, Dan, Naphtali, Gad, Asher and Joseph. These were the ancestors of the original twelve tribes. However, Reuben lost his rights as firstborn by defiling Jacob’s bed (Genesis 35:22; 49:3-4). In Reuben and Joseph's place, Joseph’s two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, became tribes of Israel (Genesis 48:5-6). As a result, the twelve tribes became Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, Zebulun, Benjamin, Dan, Naphtali, Gad, Asher, Ephraim and Manasseh. In some other lists of the twelve tribes of Israel, Levi is not mentioned, presumably because the Levites were assigned to serve at the temple and therefore were not apportioned land of their own in Israel (Joshua 14:3).

Naming the twelve tribes is a confusing task. Revelation 7:5-8 lists the 12 tribes as: Judah, Reuben, Gad, Asher, Naphtali, Manasseh, Simeon, Levi, Issachar, Zebulun, Joseph and Benjamin. This is interesting…for the first time Joseph is listed as a tribe along with his son Manasseh. Why isn’t Ephraim listed? Why is Reuben listed, but not Dan? There are no perfect answers to these questions. Technically, there were more than twelve tribes if you count both of Joseph’s sons as tribes in addition to Joseph. Revelation 7 presents a list of 144,000 witnesses from twelve different tribes. It does not say why Ephraim and Dan are not listed. The best answer is that God decided not to choose any witnesses from those two tribes. Some Bible teachers understand Dan being left off the list in Revelation 7 because of what is said in Genesis 49:17, “Dan will be a serpent by the roadside, a viper along the path, that bites the horse's heels so that its rider tumbles backward.”

With all of that said, what are the twelve tribes of Israel? Every list in the Bible contains Simeon, Judah, Gad, Asher, Naphtali, Manasseh, Issachar, Zebulun, and Benjamin. In addition to those nine tribes, there are Ephraim, Reuben, Joseph, Dan, and Levi. Most Bible teachers would view Ephraim, Dan, and Levi as the additional three to result in twelve tribes. Whatever the case, God is free to re-adjust and re-account the twelve tribes of Israel as He sees fit.



Joseph Smith - … As the Holy Ghost falls upon one of the literal seed of Abraham, it is calm and serene; and his whole soul and body are only exercised by the pure spirit of intelligence; while the effect of the Holy Ghost upon a Gentile, is to purge out the old blood, and make him actually of the seed of Abraham.  That man that has none of the blood of Abraham (naturally) must have a new creation by the Holy Ghost.  In such a case, there may be more of a powerful effect upon the body, and visible to the eye, than upon an Israelite, while the Israelite at first might be far before the Gentile in pure intelligence.   (History of The Church, v. 3, p. 380)



Patriarch Blessing at 82 - Yesterday we took my dad to get his patriarchal blessing.  82 isn't too old, right?  It was given by a sprightly 81-year old patriarch … It was a very nice blessing.  I was wondering if it would be something like, "You are of the house of Ephraim.  Have a nice trip,"  but it was very good and I could tell that my dad was very touched by it.  My favorite part was when he said "the best is yet to come."– KLH, Oct. 11, 2010

The House of Israel

	
	Son
	Dad
	Mom
	Land
Inheritance
	Covenant
Israel
	Rev.
7:5-8

	1.
	Reuben
	Jacob
	Leah
	Yes
	No
	Yes

	2.
	Simeon
	Jacob
	Leah
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	3.
	Levi
	Jacob
	Leah
	No
	Yes
	Yes

	4.
	Judah
	Jacob
	Leah
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	5.
	Dan
	Jacob
	Bilhah
	Yes
	Yes
	No

	6.
	Naphtali
	Jacob
	Bilhah
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	7.
	Gad
	Jacob
	Zilpah
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	8.
	Asher
	Jacob
	Zilpah
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	9.
	Issachar
	Jacob
	Leah
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	10.
	Zebulun
	Jacob
	Leah
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	11.
	Joseph
	Jacob
	Rachel
	No
	No
	Yes

	12.
	Benjamin
	Jacob
	Rachel
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	13.
	Ephraim
	Joseph
	Asenath
	Yes
	Yes
	No

	14.
	Manasseh
	Joseph
	Asenath
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes


Revelations 7:5-8 is the section that talks about the 144,000 witnesses, twelve thousand from each tribe.

Donald W. Parry and Jay A. Parry - On 4 February 1844, Joseph Smith commented regarding the 144,000: "I attended prayer-meeting with the quorum in the assembly room, and made some remarks respecting the hundred and forty-four thousand mentioned by John the Revelator, showing that the selection of persons to form that number had already commenced.”  He explained: "There will be 144,000 saviors on Mount Zion, and with them an innumerable host that no man can number.  Oh!  I beseech you to go forward, go forward and make your calling and your election sure.”   

Rev. 14:3-5  explains that the 144,000 are "redeemed from the earth," are "virgins," "follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth," are "the firstfruits unto God," and are "without fault before … God" (see commentary on 14:3-5).  Many commentators believe that the number 144,000 is not to be taken literally but that it signifies all the redeemed of the Lord.   

Tribes of the children of Israel.  John is told that twelve thousand individuals from each of the tribes of Judah, Reuben, Gad, Asher, Nepthalim, Manasseh, Simeon, Levi, Issachar, Zabulon, Joseph, and Benjamin will be sealed-a total of 144,000 people.  Judah heads the list instead of Reuben, probably because Christ belongs to the tribe of Judah (Heb. 7:14), and because Reuben lost the birthright.  The tribe of Joseph is mentioned, as is that of his son Manasseh.  But Joseph's other son, Ephraim, is not mentioned, nor is Dan.  John provides no clue why the names on the list differ from those of the original twelve tribes.  (Understanding the Book of Revelation, p. 96.  As examples of “commentators” the footnote lists: Draper, Opening the Seven Seals, 83; Metzger, Breaking the Code, 61.)
The Testament of the Twelve Patriarchs (their final blessings on their families) - 

· Summary: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Testaments_of_the_Twelve_Patriarchs
· Full accounts: http://www.earlychristianwritings.com/text/patriarchs-charles.html
