Alma 13-16
Ammonihah
Dennis Largey - Nephite locale remembered primarily for its "great city" whose inhabitants boasted, "God could not destroy, because of its greatness.”  Yet the city suffered complete annihilation in a single day at the hands of the Lamanites (Alma 9:4; 16:9-10; 81  b.c.).  A three- day journey from Melek and bordered on the west by wilderness, the city of Ammonihah was located in the same environs as the city of Noah (Alma 8:5-6).  According to tradition, the land and city were named after their first possessor, of whom the record is silent (Alma 8:7).

Ammonihah was the fourth and most difficult city Alma 2  encountered on his journey to strengthen the Church and reconvert apostate Nephites (Alma 8-16).  Rejected and abused during his initial efforts, Alma left Ammonihah, only to be stopped by an angel who instructed him to return (Alma 8:14-16).  He was guided to Amulek, a prominent citizen of Ammonihah whom God had prepared to be Alma's companion and a second witness of his teachings (Alma 9:2, 6; 10:12).  After their preaching, which included a verbal duel with the lawyer Zeezrom, Alma and Amulek were bound, subjected to a brief trial (Alma 14:4-5), and forced to witness the martyrdom by fire of women and children "whosoever believed or had been taught to believe in the word of God" (Alma 14:8).  Subsequent to the imprisonment and miraculous deliverance of Alma and Amulek, the city of Ammonihah was destroyed by the Lamanites, who were angered over their own slaughtering of the converted Anti-Nephi-Lehies  (Alma 25:1-2).  So strong was the stench of death that Ammonihah was left barren "for many years.”  It became known as the Desolation of Nehors because many of its inhabitants had been adherents to the false doctrines of Nehor (Alma 1:2-19; 16:11).

By 71 b.c.  Ammonihah had been rebuilt "in part" and fortified by captain Moroni with high ridges of dirt to shield the city from Lamanite stones and arrows (Alma 49:1-3).  Lamanite armies were "astonished" at these preparations and withdrew their aggressive plans (Alma 49:4-9).

The city's significance to the Book of Mormon can be measured by the importance of the doctrines that were taught there:  
1. Accountability  for light and knowledge (Alma 9:19, 23)  
2. Details concerning the  resurrection  (Alma 11:43-45) 
3. The  Judgment (Alma 11:41, 12:12-15, 27)
4. The  fall of Adam and Eve (Alma 12:22-29)
5. The purpose of life (Alma 12:24)
6. The plan of redemption (Alma 12:25-34)
7. The  premortal existence  (Alma 13:3-5) 
8. Foreordination (Alma 13:3,7)
9. Priesthood (Alma 13:1-10)  
The Ammonihah narrative contains the verification of many truths taught throughout the Book of Mormon and elsewhere in scriptures: 

10. Deliverance comes through faith in Jesus Christ (Alma 14:25-29; cf. 1 Ne. 1:20; Alma 36:2) 
11. A fulness of iniquity  brings a fulness of God's wrath (Alma 16:9-10; 49:3; cf. Ether 2:8-12) 
12. The judgments of God follow the casting out of the righteous (Alma 10:23; 14:7-8; 16:3; cf. Hel. 13:14) 
13. A warning voice must precede destruction (Alma 10:20-23; cf. 2 Ne. 25:9) 
14. Martyrs receive a celestial reward (Alma 14:11; cf. Rev. 6:9-11)
15. And the justice of God punishes sinners and vindicates the innocent (Alma 60:13; cf. 3 Ne. 9:9-11)  
In addition, the account gives readers a view of the Nephite economy, which was based on a system of weights and measures (Alma 11:4-19), as well as a brief glance at their legal system.  (“Ammonihah”, Book of Mormon Reference Companion, edited by Dennis Largey)
The Law of Apostate Cities
John W. Welch - Recent research has uncovered several striking affinities between that account and the ancient Israelite law regarding the annihilation of apostate cities.  That law is found in Deuteronomy 13:12-16 …
While Alma clearly lacked both the desire and the power to have the city of Ammonihah destroyed by a Nephite military force, and certainly no legal decree was ever issued calling for the extermination of the city, Alma carefully recorded and documented the fact that the inhabitants of Ammonihah had satisfied every element of the crime of being an apostate city.  When the justice of God destroyed that city, Alma effectively showed in the record that this fate befell them in accordance with divine law.  (Reexploring the Book of Mormon, p. 176-179, available online at http://maxwellinstitute.byu.edu.  He then discusses 7 elements from the law and their relation to Ammonihah.)
Desolation
Hugh Nibley - Awatori, the greatest of all the Hopi villages, was burned, and nobody ever goes back there.  It's desolation.  And you read another interesting thing in  Numbers 21.  King Arad raided Israel for slaves; he did the very same thing.  He ran away with them, and the Lord justifies Israel in pursuing and catching him and then destroying the land.  Arad's kingdom was destroyed, and they changed the name to Hormah, or Desolation.  After you have desolated a country, you change the name to Hormah.  The Romans, the Arabs and the Hebrews had the same thing.  The good land is the land Bountiful; it's a fruitful land.  But a land that has been destroyed is called Hormah or Horeb, either one.  Horeb means desert.  Harb is the Arabic word for war or desolation.  Hormah means desolation, and horeb  means the same thing, desolation or destruction.  A land that has been destroyed is dedicated to desolation, and usually the name is changed to horeb.  The Romans  would sow it with salt, and then it was ager hosticus.  It could not be planted again.  It became unfertile, deserted, etc.  This is a Book of  Mormon  custom - "the land desolation.”  There is lots of desolation and lots of land Bountiful here.  "And their lands remained desolate.”  (Teachings of the B of M, p. 355-356)
Zeezrom

Gordon C. Thomasson - Immediately after the discussion of money [in Alma 11] we find the person who is called Zeezrom.  This appears to be a compound of the word Ze, which we can translate "This is an" as a prefix, and the word "ezrom.”  Zeezrom is distinguished by having offered 10.5 ezrom of silver to Alma and Amulek if they would deny their testimonies.  Zeezrom is a lawyer of dubious repute - today we might call him a bag-man, or a "fixer"- one who offers bribes, and his name entirely fits his life before he repents  (Alma 11:12).  His name would translate "this is a unit of silver.”  Besides linking him with his actions, the name links him into a typological complex with those who would sell their signs and tokens for money and to Judas' selling/betraying Christ for thirty pieces of silver.  (“What's in a Name? in FARMS Journal of Book of Mormon Studies, v. 3, no. 1, 1994, p. 15)
Foreordination – Alma 13:3

Joseph Smith –I believe in the fall of man, as recorded in the Bible; I believe that God foreknew everything, but did not foreordain everything; I deny that foreordain and foreknow is the same thing.  He foreordained the fall of man; but all merciful as He is, He foreordained at the same time, a plan of redemption for all mankind. (History of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, v. 4, p. 78)     

Joseph Smith –At the general and Grand Council of heaven, all those to whom a dispensation was to be committed were set apart and ordained at that time, to that calling. (The Words of Joseph Smith, p. 371)  

Joseph Smith –Every man who has a calling to minister to the inhabitants of the world was ordained to that very purpose in the Grand Council of heaven before this world was.  I suppose that I was ordained to this very office in that Grand Council. (History of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, v. 6, p. 364)     

J. Reuben Clark, Jr. - I do not know whether we have a right to interpret the Prophet's statement [referring the “every man” one above].  I do not know that we may interpret that to mean any but those who have charge of dispensations or are leaders therein, but I like to think that it does include those of us of lesser calling and lesser stature.  We have been told ever since I was old enough to remember that those who are coming forth among the Latter-day Saints were choice spirits, and I like to think that perhaps in that grand council something at least was said to us indicating what would be expected of us, and empowering us, subject to the re-confirmation here, to do certain things in building up the kingdom of God on earth.  (Conference Report, Oct. 1950, p.170–171)
Wilford Woodruff - Joseph Smith was ordained before he came here, the same as Jeremiah was. Said the Lord unto him, 'Before you were begotten I knew you,' etc. So do I believe with regard to this people, so do I believe with regard to the apostles, the high priests, seventies and the elders of Israel bearing the holy priesthood, I believe they were ordained before they came here; and I believe the God of Israel has raised them up, and has watched over them from their youth, and has carried them through all the scenes of life both seen and unseen, and has prepared them as instruments in his hands to take this kingdom and bear it off. If this be so, what manner of men ought we to be? If anything under the heavens should humble men before the Lord and before one another, it should be the fact that we have been called of God. (Journal of Discourses 21:317).  
Neal A. Maxwell - Before the Restoration, the void was very real.  Prior to meeting Joseph Smith, Brigham Young said he would have crawled around the earth on his hands and knees to meet someone like Moses who could tell him anything “about God and heaven.”  (Journal of Discourses, 8:228.) Through Joseph Smith we have additional pages from Moses about God and heaven.  We have only to reach to the bookshelf or go to priesthood meeting.  Perhaps the way is almost too easy and too simple; we might be more appreciative if on hands and knees.  (See 1 Ne.  17:41.) Only by searching the scriptures, not using them occasionally as quote books, can we begin to understand the implications as well as the declarations of the gospel.  For instance, three verses from Alma, advising of premortal preparations and calls, officially broke centuries of silence about mankind’s premortal existence. (See Alma 13:3–5.)  (“‘Called and Prepared from the Foundation of the World’,” Ensign, May 1986, 34)
Truman G. Madsen - But as early Christian and Jewish writings have accumulated in recent decades, and especially in the genre now called apocalyptic, the idea that man himself had a premortal life has shown up repeatedly.  One scholar estimates that there are well over eight hundred references to the premortal existence of mankind in Jewish and Christian source materials ...  (Reflections on Mormonism: Judaeo-Christian Parallels, p.13)
(Lesson by Zan and Misty Larsen, http://lessons.elarsen.net)

Presentation Notes
1. Story summary, read through the chapter headings.

2. Review the most quoted scriptures in conference.

3. Hand out the sheet.

4. Assign multiple individuals to look up the 1-9 list and the 1-6 list in the Ammonihah section.

Extra Material

David A. Bednar - Small, steady, incremental spiritual improvements are the steps the Lord would have us take.  Preparing to walk guiltless before God is one of the primary purposes of mortality and the pursuit of a lifetime; it does not result from sporadic spurts of intense spiritual activity.  

I witness that the Savior will strengthen and assist us to make sustained, paced progress.  The example in the Book of Mormon of “many, exceedingly great many” (Alma 13:12) in the ancient Church who were pure and spotless before God is a source of encouragement and comfort to me.  I suspect those members of the ancient Church were ordinary men and women just like you and me.  These individuals could not look upon sin save it were with abhorrence, and they “were made pure and entered into the rest of the Lord their God” (v. 12).  And these principles and this process of spiritual progress apply to each of us equally and always.   (“Clean Hands and a Pure Heart,” Ensign, Nov 2007, 80–83)
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Alma 13:1-5  (30, verse 3 is 27 times)

1. And again, my brethren, I would cite your minds forward to the time when the Lord God gave these commandments unto his children; and I would that ye should remember that the Lord God ordained priests, after his holy order, which was after the order of his Son, to teach these things unto the people. 

2. And those priests were ordained after the order of his Son, in a manner that thereby the people might know in what manner to look forward to his Son for redemption. 

3. And this is the manner after which they were ordained—being called and prepared from the foundation of the world according to the foreknowledge of God, on account of their exceeding faith and good works; in the first place being left to choose good or evil; therefore they having chosen good, and exercising exceedingly great faith, are called with a holy calling, yea, with that holy calling which was prepared with, and according to, a preparatory redemption for such. 

4. And thus they have been called to this holy calling on account of their faith, while others would reject the Spirit of God on account of the hardness of their hearts and blindness of their minds, while, if it had not been for this they might have had as great privilege as their brethren. 

5. Or in fine, in the first place they were on the same standing with their brethren; thus this holy calling being prepared from the foundation of the world for such as would not harden their hearts, being in and through the atonement of the Only Begotten Son, who was prepared— 

Alma 13:11-13   (8)

11. Therefore they were called after this holy order, and were sanctified, and their garments were washed white through the blood of the Lamb. 

12. Now they, after being sanctified by the Holy Ghost, having their garments made white, being pure and spotless before God, could not look upon sin save it were with abhorrence; and there were many, exceedingly great many, who were made pure and entered into the rest of the Lord their God. 

13. And now, my brethren, I would that ye should humble yourselves before God, and bring forth fruit meet for repentance, that ye may also enter into that rest. 

Alma 13:27-29  (18)

27. And now, my brethren, I wish from the inmost part of my heart, yea, with great anxiety even unto pain, that ye would hearken unto my words, and cast off your sins, and not procrastinate the day of your repentance; 

28. But that ye would humble yourselves before the Lord, and call on his holy name, and watch and pray continually, that ye may not be tempted above that which ye can bear, and thus be led by the Holy Spirit, becoming humble, meek, submissive, patient, full of love and all long-suffering; 

29. Having faith on the Lord; having a hope that ye shall receive eternal life; having the love of God always in your hearts, that ye may be lifted up at the last day and enter into his crest. 

1. Accountability  for light and knowledge (Alma 9:19, 23)  

2. Details concerning the  resurrection  (Alma 11:43-45) 

3. The  Judgment (Alma 11:41, 12:12-15, 27)

4. The  fall of Adam and Eve (Alma 12:22-29)

5. The purpose of life (Alma 12:24)

6. The plan of redemption (Alma 12:25-34)

7. The  premortal existence  (Alma 13:3-5) 

8. Foreordination (Alma 13:3,7)

9. Priesthood (Alma 13:1-10)  

10. Deliverance comes through faith in Jesus Christ (Alma 14:25-29) 

11. A fulness of iniquity  brings a fulness of God's wrath (Alma 16:9-10) 

12. The judgments of God follow the casting out of the righteous (Alma 14:7-8; 16:3) 

13. A warning voice must precede destruction (Alma 10:20-23) 

14. Martyrs receive a celestial reward (Alma 14:11)

15. And the justice of God punishes sinners & vindicates the innocent (Alma 60:13)

