Anxiously Engaged in a Good Cause 

D&C 58:26-28 - For behold, it is not meet that I should command in all things; for he that is compelled in all things, the same is a slothful and not a wise servant; wherefore he receiveth no reward.  Verily I say, men should be anxiously engaged in a good cause, and do many things of their own free will, and bring to pass much righteousness; For the power is in them, wherein they are agents unto themselves. And inasmuch as men do good they shall in nowise lose their reward.

anx'iously, adverb.  In an anxious manner; solicitously [considerately, selflessly] with painful uncertainty; carefully; unquietly.  (Webster’s 1828 Dictionary)
enga’ged, adjective.  Pledged; promised; enlisted; gained and attached; attracted and fixed; embarked; earnestly employed; zealous.  (Webster’s 1828 Dictionary)

Not Commanded in All Things
Ezra Taft Benson - [After quoting D&C 58:26-29 ...]  The purposes of the Lord - the eternal objectives - continue the same - the salvation and exaltation of his children.

Usually the Lord gives us the overall objectives to be accomplished and some guidelines to follow, but he expects us to work out most of the details and methods.  The methods and procedures are usually developed through study and prayer and by living so that we can obtain and follow the promptings of the spirit.  A less spiritually advanced people, such as those in the days of Moses had to be commanded in many things.  Today, those spiritually alert look at the objectives, check the guidelines laid down by the Lord and His prophets and then prayerfully act - without having to be commanded "in all things."  This attitude prepares men for Godhood.

The over-all objectives to be accomplished in missionary work, temple work, providing for the needy and bringing up our children in righteousness have always been the same - only our methods to accomplish these objectives have varied.  Any faithful member in this dispensation, no matter when he lived, could have found righteous methods to carry out these objectives without having to wait for the latest, specific church-wide program.

Sometimes the Lord hopefully waits for his children to act on their own, and when they do not, they lose the greater prize, and the Lord will either drop the entire matter and let them suffer the consequences, or else he will have to spell it out in greater detail.  Usually, I fear, the more he has to spell it out the smaller is our reward.

Often, because of circumstances, the Lord through revelation to his prophets, or through inspired programs designed by faithful members which later become adopted on a church-wide basis, will give to all the membership a righteous means to help accomplish the objectives.  For instance - any member of the Church a century ago who studied church doctrine would have known that he had the prime responsibility to see that his children had spiritualized family recreation and were taught in the home lessons in character building and gospel principles.  But some did not do it.

Then, in 1915 President Joseph F. Smith introduced, church wide, the "weekly home evening program" with promised blessings to all who faithfully adopted it.  Many refused and lost the promised blessings.  Today we have the home evening manual and other helps.  Yet some still refuse to bring up their children in righteousness.  There are some today who complain that the home evening manual should have been issued years ago.  If this is true then the Lord will hold his servants accountable - but no one can say that from the inception of the church up to the present-day the Lord through his Spirit to the individual members and through His spokesmen, the prophets, has not given us the objectives and plenty of guidelines and counsel.  The fact that some of us have not done much about it even when it is spelled out in detail is not the Lord's fault.

For years we have been counseled to have on hand a year's supply of food.  Yet there are some today [1965] who would not start storing until the Church comes out with a detailed monthly home storage program.  Now suppose that never happens.  We still cannot say we have not been told.  Should the Lord decide at this time to cleanse the Church - and the need for that cleansing seems to be increasing - a famine in this land of one year's duration could wipe out a large percentage of slothful members, including some ward and stake officers.  Yet we cannot say we have not been warned.  … We do not need a prophet, we have one, what we desperately need is a listening ear.  (Chapter titled “Not Commanded in All Things” in his book An Enemy Hath Done This, p. 271-72)
Dallin H. Oaks – [An example of incorrect behavior] is the person who has a strong desire to be led by the Spirit of the Lord but who unwisely extends that desire to the point of wanting to be led in all things. A desire to be led by the Lord is a strength, but it needs to be accompanied by an understanding that our Heavenly Father leaves many decisions for our personal choices. Personal decision making is one of the sources of the growth we are meant to experience in mortality. Persons who try to shift all decision making to the Lord and plead for revelation in every choice will soon find circumstances in which they pray for guidance and don’t receive it. For example, this is likely to occur in those numerous circumstances in which the choices are trivial or either choice is acceptable.

We should study things out in our minds, using the reasoning powers our Creator has placed within us. Then we should pray for guidance and act upon it if we receive it. If we do not receive guidance, we should act upon our best judgment. Persons who persist in seeking revelatory guidance on subjects on which the Lord has not chosen to direct us may concoct an answer out of their own fantasy or bias, or they may even receive an answer through the medium of false revelation. Revelation from God is a sacred reality, but like other sacred things, it must be cherished and used properly so that a great strength does not become a disabling weakness.  (“Our Strengths Can Become Our Downfall,” Ensign, Oct. 1994, p. 11)
As Seemeth Good, It Mattereth Not

D&C 60:5 - But, verily, I will speak unto you concerning your journey unto the land from whence you came. Let there be a craft made, or bought, as seemeth you good, it mattereth not unto me, and take your journey speedily for the place which is called St. Louis. (See also D&C 38:37; 41:8; 48:3; 58:38, 51; 61:35 and 124:72, 77, 80, 81.)
D&C 80:3 - Wherefore, go ye and preach my gospel, whether to the north or to the south, to the east or to the west, it mattereth not, for ye cannot go amiss.  (See also D&C 61:22; 62:5 and 63:40.) 

Craig J. Ostler - The revelations recorded in Doctrine and Covenants 79 and 80 were received by the Prophet Joseph Smith in March 1832. They are calls to missionary service. Section 79 was directed to Jared Carter, and section 80 to Stephen Burnett. The insight gained from these revelations comes from the contrast in the mission calls. Jared Carter was called specifically to "go again into the eastern countries" (D&C 79:1). He had just returned from serving as a missionary for nearly six months in that very same area a few weeks before this revelation was received. In contrast, Stephen Burnett was told "go ye and preach my gospel, whether to the north or to the south, to the east or to the west, it mattereth not, for ye cannot go amiss" (D&C 80:3).

The first missionary was given a specific area of assignment, and the second missionary was told he could go anywhere. Apparently there are times and circumstances in which it matters very much where an individual is called to serve and other times when the area of assignment is not as important. I have seen this truth in my own life. For example, there have been occasions when it was very important that I be assigned as a home teacher to a particular family—I was so informed by my priesthood leaders. On other occasions, I was informed that it really did not matter where I gave my service; as my priesthood leader felt that I could serve just about anywhere, or, in the words of the Lord to Stephen Burnett, "it mattereth not, for you cannot go amiss."

The experience of Jared Carter when he responded to the Lord's call to return to the eastern countries illustrates the importance of that assignment. He accepted the call to return to the area of his previous mission with enthusiasm. After his service in this call came to an end, he recorded in his journal: "Now while I make this record, I remember the goodness of the Lord to me in the mission that I have lately been to in the East. I have enjoyed my health continually and the Lord, not withstanding the great opposition to the glorious work, he has blessed me . . . in this mission in which I have been gone six months and two days. The Lord has permitted me to administer the gospel to 79 souls and many others by my instrumentality have been convinced of this most glorious work, where I have been in this mission."

The importance of serving a second time in the same calling is demonstrated by the many individuals who received the gospel due to Jared Carter's repeat service. This revelation reminds those who are called to the same callings more than once that the Lord is aware of their lives and talents and is mindful of those whom they may bless in their repeat service.  (The Doctrine and Covenants, a Book of Answers: The 25th Annual Sidney B. Sperry Symposium, p. 124)

Magnify Callings

Jacob 1:15‑19 - I taught them in the temple, having first obtained mine errand from the Lord… had been consecrated priests and teachers… we did magnify our office unto the Lord, taking upon us the responsibility, answering the sins of the people upon our own heads if we did not teach them the word of God with all diligence; wherefore, by laboring with our might their blood might not come upon our garments; otherwise their blood would come upon our garments, and we would not be found spotless at the last day. 

mag·ni·fy - To make great in representation; to extol; to exalt in description or praise. The embassador magnified the king and queen.  To extol; to exalt; to elevate; to raise in estimation. … 1 Chronicles 29:25: The Lord magnified Solomon exceedingly … (Webster’s 1828 Dictionary)
D&C 84:109‑110 - Let every man stand in his own office, and labor in his own calling …

D&C 107:99‑100 - Let every man learn his duty, and to act in the office in which he is appointed, in all diligence.  He that is slothful shall not be counted worthy to stand, and he that learns not his duty and shows himself not approved shall not be counted worthy to stand.

Nehemiah 4:17 - They which builded on the wall [rebuilding the city of Jerusalem], and they that bare burdens, with those that laded, every one with one of his hands wrought in the work, and with the other hand held a weapon.

Brigham Young - It is very encouraging to think that, in the midst of the assaults which are being made upon the Church... and the threats that are in circulation concerning us and our future fate, there is faith enough found in the midst of the people to pursue, without discouragement and without cessation, the great work which we feel that our Father has laid upon us.  (Journal of Discourses, v. 25, p. 167)

Not Weary In Well Doing

Galatians 6:9 - Let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not.

Galatians 6:9, Amplified Bible – And let us not lose heart and grow weary and faint in acting nobly and doing right, for in due time and at the appointed season we shall reap, if we do not loosen and relax our courage and faint.

Neal A. Maxwell - Though we rightly speak of "faith and works," faith by itself, as has been shown, is constant work! It is a work to be done and a process best pursued while being not only "anxiously engaged" but also engaged with "fear and trembling." Otherwise we may lose our concentration on Christ.  (Lord, Increase Our Faith, p. 112)
Significantly, those who look forward to a next and better world are usually "anxiously engaged" in improving this one, for they "always abound in good works" (Alma 7:24). (Ensign, November 1994, p. 35)
The "children of this world" are, in fact, often more "anxiously engaged" in their causes than some of us are in God's cause. We are so slow in truly coming to terms with "things as they really are."  (We Talk of Christ, We Rejoice in Christ, p. 113)

Gordon B. Hinckley - I have been quoted as saying, ‘Do the best you can.’ But I want to emphasize that it be the very best. We are too prone to be satisfied with mediocre performance. We are capable of doing so much better” (“Standing Strong and Immovable,” Worldwide Leadership Training Meeting, 10 Jan. 2004, p. 21; quoted by Donald L. Staheli, “Securing Our Testimonies,” Ensign, Nov. 2004, 37)

(Lesson by Elder and Sister Larsen)
Extra Material

James P. Mitchell - In General Conference, April 1964, President David O. McKay reminded parents that "No other success can compensate for failure in the home". In 1965, the weekly Family Home Evening program was more fully implemented, and a lesson manual was given each family to aid parents in teaching their children. Families were encouraged to participate in a home night once each week, which could consist of scripture reading, singing, and activities suited to the ages of the children. In 1966, stakes were urged to set aside a regular night for Family Home Evening and to avoid scheduling Church activities on that night. In 1970, Monday evening was designated as Family Home Evening, Churchwide, with no competing ecclesiastical functions to be held. (“Family Home Evening” entry in Encyclopedia of Mormonism, p. 496)

It Mattereth Not

D&C 60:5 - But, verily, I will speak unto you concerning your journey unto the land from whence you came. Let there be a craft made, or bought, as seemeth you good, it mattereth not unto me, and take your journey speedily for the place which is called St. Louis. 

D&C 61:22 – And it mattereth not unto me, after a little, if it so be that they fill their mission, whether they go by water or by land; let this be as it is made known unto them according to their judgments hereafter.

D&C 62:5 – And then you may return to bear record, yea, even altogether, or two by two, as seemeth you good, it mattereth not unto me; only be faithful, and declare glad tidings unto the inhabitants of the earth, or among the congregations of the wicked.

D&C 63:40 – And let all the moneys which can be spared, it mattereth not unto me whether it be little or much, be sent up unto the land of Zion, unto them whom I have appointed to receive.

D&C 80:3 - Wherefore, go ye and preach my gospel, whether to the north or to the south, to the east or to the west, it mattereth not, for ye cannot go amiss.

As Seemeth Good

D&C 38:37 - And they that have farms that cannot be sold, let them be left or rented as seemeth them good.

D&C 41:8 - And again, it is meet that my servant Sidney Rigdon should live as seemeth him good, inasmuch as he keepeth my commandments.

D&C 48:3 - And inasmuch as ye have not lands, let them buy for the present time in those regions round about, as seemeth them good, for it must needs be necessary that they have places to live for the present time.

D&C 58:38, 51 - And other directions concerning my servant Martin Harris shall be given him of the Spirit, that he may receive his inheritance as seemeth him good … And an epistle and subscription, to be presented unto all the churches to obtain moneys, to be put into the hands of the bishop, of himself or the agent, as seemeth him good or as he shall direct, to purchase lands for an inheritance for the children of God. 

D&C 61:35 - And let them journey together, or two by two, as seemeth them good, only let my servant Reynolds Cahoon, and my servant Samuel H. Smith, with whom I am well pleased, be not separated until they return to their homes, and this for a wise purpose in me.

D&C 124:72, 77, 80, 81 - Verily I say unto you, let my servant Joseph pay stock into their hands for the building of that house, as seemeth him good; … let my servant Hyrum put stock into that house as seemeth him good, for himself and his generation after him, from generation to generation … Let my servant William Marks pay stock into that house, as seemeth him good, for himself and his generation, from generation to generation … Let my servant Henry G. Sherwood pay stock into that house, as seemeth him good, for himself and his seed after him, from generation to generation.

D&C 80:3

Interestingly D&C 80:3 has not been quoted in General Conference in the last 60 years (as of November 2006).  The entire section is skipped in the D&C institute teachers manual and the student manual does not cover the verse.

Roy W. Doxey - During the month of March 1832, revelations were received calling three elders into missionary service. (D&C 80:180)  Sometimes missionary calls were to specific localities, as in the case of Jared Carter who was called to serve in the eastern countries (States), while others were given a more general area of proselyting.  Brothers Stephen Burnett and Eden Smith were told to go to any of the directions of the compass and labor. (D&C 80:1-3) (The Doctrine and Covenants Speaks, v. 2, p. 46)

Practicable
The word “practicable” is used only once in the Standard Works.
D&C 73:4 - And, inasmuch as it is practicable, to preach in the regions round about until conference … 

Multiple Good Options

John H. Groberg - Let me tell what I have discovered--and this is somewhat repetitious.  I do not say that we will not get that burning in our bosom, for we will when it is the right thing. In my life there have been quite a few occasions where there was absolutely no question about it -- that burning was there.  For instance, I have had the experience of installing stake presidents when there was absolutely no question, when I was positive that "that is the man to be the stake president now."  It has happened in other situations also, but generally it has worked the other way -- that is by eliminating the wrong directions to reveal the right direction, especially concerning our opportunities for progress in life in what we often term the temporal sense.  We must try to figure it out ourselves. In the past I have tried out whether I should go into business or into teaching or into the arts or whatever.  As I have begun to proceed along one path, having more or less gathered what facts I could, I have found that if that decision was wrong or was taking me down the wrong path -- not necessarily an evil one, but one that was not right for me -- without fail, the Lord has always let me know just this emphatically: "That is wrong; do not go that way.  That is not for you!"

On the other hand, there may have been two or three ways that I could have gone, any one of which would have been right and would have been in the general area providing the experience and means whereby I could fulfill the mission that the Lord had in mind for me.  Because he knows we need the growth, he generally does not point and say, "Open that door and go twelve yards in that direction; then turn right and go two miles…"  But if it is wrong, he will let us know -- we will feel it for sure. I am positive of that.  So rather than saying, "I will not move until I have this burning in my heart," let us turn it around and say, "I will move unless I feel it is wrong; and if it is wrong, then I will not do it."  By eliminating all of these wrong courses, very quickly you will find yourself going in the direction that you ought to be going, and then you can receive the assurance:  "Yes, I am going in the right direction.  I am doing what my Father in Heaven wants me to do because I am not doing the things he does not want me to do."  And you can know that for sure. That is part of the growth process and part of accomplishing what our Father in Heaven has in mind for us. (“What Is Your Mission?” BYU Speeches of the Year, 1 May 1979)
Henry B. Eyring - President Thomas S. Monson put it this way for us: “What does it mean to magnify [your] calling? It means to build it up in dignity … , to enlarge and strengthen it to let the light of heaven shine through it to the view of other men. And how does one magnify a calling? Simply by performing the service that pertains to it.”  ("Serve with the Spirit", Ensign, Nov. 2010, 59–62.  President Monson’s quote is from Ensign, Nov. 1999, 51.)
