Aspects of the Tenth Article of Faith

Hugh Nibley – If there's anything that sets the gospel of Jesus Christ apart from all other religions of the world (and this could be demonstrated in detail), it's the literal, matter-of-fact view it takes of realities in this life and beyond this life, the view resting on the experience of very real and vivid contacts between men upon the earth and beings from higher spheres. This sense of literal reality is most clearly set forth in our Tenth Article of Faith. The other articles have to do with our beliefs, principles, ordinances, and divine gifts: they are timeless in their application and could belong to any dispensation. But Article Ten deals explicitly with our time and our space and sets forth the steps by which God intends to consummate this great latter-day work.

In each of [the five points of the article] earthly time and place are implicit.  The statement does not pinpoint either, but it leaves no doubt at all that things are going to happen in a definite temporal order and involve people living in definite places on this particular planet. (Approaching Zion, p, 1.)
The Ten Tribes

Paul K. Browning - What eventually would become of the house of Israel? Isaiah lists many lands as their dwelling places, among them the “islands of the sea,” which meant any land separated from Israel by water (see Isa. 11:11). In fact, Jesus told the Nephites that the ultimate scattering of Israel would be so extensive that when they were finally gathered, it would be from the east, west, south, and north (see 3 Ne. 20:13). Further, the Lord told Ezekiel that the house of Israel would eventually be gathered from all countries (see Ezek. 36:24).

Ultimately many Israelites lost their identity and were assimilated into local populations. A model for this phenomenon can be found in the descendants of Lehi, who are also Israelites. For 1,000 years of Book of Mormon history, Lehites possessed a sense of their identity. Prophets taught them the Lord’s will and the Lord visited them. Eventually, however, they lost their remembrance of and concern for their Abrahamic origins.

… In 1836 Moses appeared to the Prophet Joseph Smith in the Kirtland Temple to restore the keys for the “gathering of Israel from the four parts of the earth, and the leading of the ten tribes from the land of the north” (D&C 110:11). President Harold B. Lee explained the nature of the gathering in the last days: “The gathering of Israel consists of joining the true church; of coming to a knowledge of the true God and of his saving truths” (quoting Bruce R. McConkie).  (“Gathering Scattered Israel: Then and Now,” Ensign, July 1998, p. 54)
New Jerusalem

Graham W. Doxey - The future rebuilding of the Holy Land for the house of Judah and the building of the New Jerusalem in the Western Hemisphere for the house of Joseph are associated with the return of the Messiah to the earth. Of this era, the 1845 Proclamation of the Twelve says:

 He will assemble the Natives, the remnants of Joseph in America; and make them a great, and strong, and powerful nation: and he will civilize and enlighten them, and will establish a holy city, and temple and seat of government among them, which shall be called Zion.

And there shall be his tabernacle, his sanctuary, his throne, and seat of government for the whole continent of North and South America for ever. In short, it will be to the western hemisphere what Jerusalem will be to the eastern….

The city of Zion, with its sanctuary and priesthood, and the glorious fulness of the gospel, will constitute a standard which will put an end to jarring creeds and political wranglings, by uniting the republics, states, provinces, territories, nations, tribes, kindred, tongues, people and sects of North and South America in one great and common bond of brotherhood. Truth and knowledge shall make them free, and love cement their union. The Lord also shall be their king and their lawgiver; while wars shall cease and peace prevail for a thousand years.

The prophet Isaiah declared that in a future time "out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem" (Isa. 2:2-3; cf. Micah 4:1-2). Latter-day Saints believe this refers to the two Zion headquarters in the two hemispheres from which the Messiah, the returned Son of God, will reign triumphantly over the whole earth. (Encyclopedia of Mormonism, p. 1010)

Charles R. Harrell - Joseph Smith taught that the sacrifice to be offered by the sons of Levi will be, at least initially, an offering of the firstlings of the flock such as was practiced prior to the law of Moses. "These sacrifices," he observed, "as well as every ordinance belonging to the priesthood, will, when the Temple of the Lord shall be built, and the sons of Levi be purified, be fully restored and attended to in all their powers, ramifications, and blessings." 

Joseph envisioned that the temple to be reared in the city of Zion would be a complex consisting of twelve temples, some of which would be dedicated to the lesser priesthood where ordinances such as blood sacrifice might be performed. As to whether blood sacrifices will be permanently reinstated, Joseph Fielding Smith has explained: "blood sacrifices will be performed long enough to complete the restoration in this dispensation. Afterwards sacrifice will be of some other character."  (Studies in Scripture, v1, p. 92)

Hoyt W. Brewster, Jr - Elder Pratt noted that the Latter-day Saints would "build it after the pattern that the Lord gave to his servant Joseph, the Prophet, and also according to the pattern that he shall hereafter show, if the pattern is not already given in full."

In a continuing description of this magnificent edifice, Elder Pratt said that "a cloud of glory [would] rest upon that temple by day. …[and] a flaming fire will rest upon the temple by night." There will be "no need of any artificial light," continued Elder Pratt, "for the Lord God will be the light thereof."

In 1878 Elder Wilford Woodruff, who was destined to become the fourth President of the Church, described a remarkable dream in which he saw the temple being built: "I saw myriads of angels …and above their heads there was a pillar-like cloud. …I saw people coming from the river and from distant places to help build the Temple. It seemed as though there were hosts of angels helping to bring material for the construction of that building. Some were in Temple robes, and the pillar-like cloud continued to hover over the spot."

The temple will, of course, be built under the direction of the First Presidency... There have been occasional rumors that the temple might be built independent of that direction. [He then quotes Elder McConkie dispelling a rumor that the Lamanites will do it.]

Because of persecution, the Saints were prevented from building the temple in Jackson County during the days of Joseph Smith. The Lord acknowledged this temporary hindering in an 1838 revelation. (See D&C 124:49-51.) However, the temple must yet be built, for "there is none other place appointed." (D&C 101:20.) An 1834 revelation proclaimed that "this generation shall not all pass away until an house shall be built unto the Lord, and a cloud of glory shall rest upon it." (D&C 84:4-5.) How can we explain the fact that the temple is still not built?

Many explanations for this seeming paradox have been given, but the fact remains that to this date we do not have a complete understanding of its meaning… As President Joseph Fielding Smith has noted, "Over one hundred years have passed since the site of Zion was dedicated and the spot for the temple was chosen. …We have not been released from this responsibility, nor shall we be. The word of the Lord will not fail. …When the Lord is ready for it to be accomplished, he will command his people, and the work will be done." (Behold, I Come Quickly: The Last Days and Beyond, p. 121)
The Renewal of the Earth

Thomas J. Riskas, Jr. - New Heaven and New Earth. This phrase depicts the earth's destiny of renewal, one cosmic aspect of the restoration of all things. In LDS theology, "the earth will be renewed and receive its paradisiacal glory". That renewal will include restoration of its former components-for example, the return of the city of Enoch-and also its former purity and Edenic state.

Ancient biblical prophets taught that the beginnings of this fulfillment are to be associated with the coming of the messiah and his millennial reign. The phrase reflects the vision of Isaiah (65:17; 66:22) and the revelation of John (Rev. 2:17; 3:12; 5:9; 14:3; 21:1). Book of Mormon prophets likewise speak of a new heaven and a new earth (Ether 13:9) and of "all things" becoming new (3 Ne. 15:2). The Doctrine and Covenants contains prophecies that every corruptible "element shall melt with fervent heat; and all things shall become new, that [God's] knowledge and glory may dwell upon all the earth" (D&C 101:23).

The Hebrew root for "new" (chadash) points to a time of refreshing rather than replacement. Consistent with this understanding, Mormons expect that the earth will not be destroyed but glorified, not transcended but transformed, and that ultimately the polarization of earth and heaven will be overcome. Faithful Saints are promised the "fulness of the earth" (D&C 59:16) and "an inheritance upon the earth when the day of transfiguration shall come, when the earth shall be transfigured" (D&C 63:20-21).

· The earth fills the "measure [the purpose] of its creation" (D&C 88:19, 25) and its biography follows typologically that of mankind. It has fallen from paradise, it has been baptized in water, and it will be baptized by fire. It will die (Isa. 51:6; D&C 45:22; 88:26) and be "quickened again," and will not only regain its pristine condition but a higher state still (D&C 88:25-26). 

· "This earth will be Christ's" (D&C 130:9). 

· It will have a one-thousand-year sabbatical and then become a veritable Urim and Thummim in fulfillment of John's vision of its appearance as a "sea of glass" (D&C 130:7-9; Rev. 2:17), a habitation worthy of God. 

· "It will be rolled back into the presence of God," and "crowned with celestial glory" (Teachings p. 181). 

· Those who have been "quickened by a portion of the celestial glory shall then receive of the same, even a fulness" (D&C 88:29). 

God, "in whose bosom it is decreed that the poor and the meek of the earth shall inherit it" (D&C 88:17), will fulfill his promise "that bodies who are of the Celestial Kingdom may possess it forever and ever; for for this intent was it made and created, and for this intent are they sanctified" (D&C 88:20).  (Encyclopedia of Mormonism, p. 1009)
Chapter Heading to Ezekiel 47 - Waters issue from the house of the Lord and heal the Dead Sea.

Joseph Smith - Judah must return, Jerusalem must be rebuilt, and the temple, and water come out from under the temple, and the waters of the Dead Sea be healed. It will take some time to rebuild the walls of the city and the temple, &c; and all this must be done before the Son of Man will make His appearance. (Teachings, p. 286.)
The waters issuing forth from under the temple and the healing of the Dead Sea may occur when the Lord himself sets foot upon the Mount of Olives, causing this mountain to divide in two and create a large valley. (Old Testament Student Manual) 
Fred E. Woods - The waters that flow from the temple have both literal and figurative meaning. The meaning is literal in the physical sense of the waters' renewing and fructifying effects on the land. In the figurative sense they symbolize first the restoration of Israel as a land and a people, eventually including the entire earth. 

At the same time, they are figurative for the voice, presence, power, and [teaching position] of Jehovah, which flows down from heaven as revelation to renew and sanctify man. Ezekiel uses the imagery of trees as a symbol of mankind. Just as the waters cause the trees to grow, so hearkening to the voice of Jehovah causes mankind to grow. Thus the relationship between God and man is symbolized by the water-tree motif [theme].

Perhaps the Garden of Eden was the genesis of this motif. Just as those Edenic waters flowed through the Garden, so shall water flow from the temple to renew the earth to its paradisiacal state. At that millennial day Jehovah's voice will also flow to all mankind who will then say, "There is a river, the streams thereof shall make glad the city of God." (Ps. 46:4.) (A Witness of Jesus Christ: The 1989 Sperry Symposium on the Old Testament, p. 281)
(Lesson by Elder and Sister Larsen)
Extra Material
Regarding water flowing from the Jerusalem temple: “A Japanese experiment reported in Science in 2002 suggests that there might be five times as much water dissolved in the lower mantle than sloshing around on the Earth’s surface.”  (The Book of General Ignorance by John Lloyd and John Mitchinson, p. 106)
We believe –


In the literal gathering of Israel


And in the restoration of the Ten Tribes;


That Zion (the New Jerusalem) will be built upon the American continent;


That Christ will reign personally upon the earth;


And, that the earth will be renewed and receive its paradisiacal glory.





This earth was once a garden place,�With all her glories common,�And men did live a holy race,�And worship Jesus face to face,�In Adam-ondi-Ahman.


- W. W. Phelps, Hymn #49








