Ask the Lord

Below are verses in the Doctrine and Covenants where we are commanded to ask of the Lord, or where someone is in the act of prayer, showing that one of the frequently repeated messages in the book is to pray.
1. 4:7 - Ask, and ye shall receive; knock, and it shall be opened unto you

2. 5:24 - Mighty prayer and faith

3. 6:5 - If you will ask of me you shall receive; if you will knock it shall be opened unto you

4. 6:8 - Even as you desire of me so it shall be unto you

5. 6:11 - If thou wilt inquire, thou shalt know

6. 6:36 - Look unto me in every thought

7. 7:1 - Ask what you will, it shall be granted

8. 8:1 - Ask in faith

9. 8:9 - You shall ask me

10. 8:10 - Ask in faith

11. 8:11 - Ask that you may know

12. 9:8  - You must ask me

13. 10:5 - Pray always, that you may come off conqueror

14. 10:21 - They will not ask of me

15. 11:5 - If you will ask of me you shall receive, if you will knock it will be opened

16. 11:10 - Desire of me in faith

17. 11:18 - Appeal unto my Spirit

18. 11:21 - Seek to obtain my word

19. 12:5 - If you will ask of me you shall receive; if you will knock it shall be opened

20. 14:5 - If you will ask of me you shall receive; if you will knock it shall be opened

21. 14:8 - Ask the Father in my name

22. 18:18 - Ask the Father in my name

23. 19:28 - Pray vocally

24. 19:38 - Pray always

25. 20:33 - Take heed and pray always

26. 20:47 - Pray vocally and in secret

27. 20:51 - Pray vocally and in secret

28. 20:76 - Call upon the Father in solemn prayer

29. 20:77 - We ask thee

30. 20:79 - We ask thee

31. 23:6 - You must pray vocally

32. 25:12 - The song of the righteous is a prayer unto me

33. 26:2 - By much prayer and faith

34. 27:18 - Whatsoever ye ask of me

35. 28:13 - By the prayer of faith

36. 29:2 - Call upon me in mighty prayer

37. 29:6 - Whatsoever ye shall ask in faith; united in prayer according to my command

38. 30:3 - Inquire for yourself at my hand

39. 30:6 - Ever lifting up your heart unto me in prayer

40. 31:12 - Pray always

41. 32:4 - They shall pray always

42. 35:9  - Ask it in my name in faith

43. 37:2 - Pray unto me in much faith

44. 38:39 - Seek the riches which it is the will of the Father to give unto you

45. 39:16 - Call upon me in much faith

46. 41:3 - By the prayer of your faith

47. 42:14 - By the prayer of faith

48. 42:44 - Shall pray for and lay their hands upon

49. 42:56 - Thou shalt ask

50. 42:61 - If thou shalt ask, thou shalt receive

51. 42:62 - Thou shalt ask

52. 42:68 - Ask of me

53. 43:12 - By the prayer of faith

54. 46:7 - Ye are commanded in all things to ask of God; doing all things with prayer and thanksgiving

55. 46:9 - Ask of me; all may be benefited that seek or that ask of me

56. 46:28 - He that asketh in Spirit shall receive

57. 46:30 - Asketh in the Spirit asketh according to the will of God

58. 49:26 - Ask and ye shall receive, knock and it shall be opened unto you

59. 50:29 - Ask whatsoever you will

60. 50:30 - You shall ask

61. 50:31 - Ask of the Father in the name of Jesus

62. 52:9 - Through the prayer of faith

63. 58:44 - Desire it through the prayer of faith; desire it through the prayer of faith

64. 61:39 - Pray always

65. 63:64 - Ye receive the Spirit through prayer

66. 64:7 - Ask forgiveness

67. 65:4 - Pray always; call upon his holy name

68. 65:5 - Call upon the Lord

69. 66:9 - Ask, and ye shall receive; knock, and it shall be opened unto you

70. 68:28 - Teach their children to pray

71. 75:27 - Let them ask and they shall receive; knock and it shall be opened unto them

72. 81:3  - In prayer always, vocally and in thy heart, in public and in private

73. 82:4 - Call upon my name for revelations

74. 84:61 - Remain steadfast in ... The spirit of prayer

75. 88:62 - Ye shall call upon me

76. 88:63 - Ask, and ye shall receive; seek me diligently; knock, and it shall be opened unto you; Draw near unto me

77. 88:64 - Ask the Father in my name

78. 88:71 - Call on the Lord

79. 88:76 - Ye shall continue in prayer

80. 88:119 - A house of prayer

81. 88:126 - Pray always, that ye may not faint

82. 88:131 - Offer himself in prayer upon his knees

83. 88:135 - With this same prayer and covenant

84. 88:137 - Called to do this by prayer and thanksgiving

85. 88:141 - It is to be commenced with prayer

86. 90:1 - According to thy petition

87. 90:24 - Pray always, and be believing

88. 93:49 - What I say unto one I say unto all; pray always

89. 93:50 - Pray always

90. 93:51 - By your prayer of faith

91. 93:52 - According to the prayer of faith

92. 100:17 - Call upon the name of the Lord

93. 101:22 - Call on my name

94. 101:27 - Whatsoever any man shall ask

95. 101:38 - Seek the face of the Lord always

96. 101:81 - Men ought always to pray and not to faint

97. 101:92 - Pray ye

98. 102:23 - Inquire and obtain the mind of the Lord

99. 103:31 - Ask and ye shall receive

100. 103:35 - Ask and ye shall receive, pray earnestly

101. 104:79 - Obtain this blessing by... The prayer of faith

102. 104:80 - Exercise the prayer of faith

103. 104:82 - Call upon my name

104. 109:4 - We ask thee

105. 109:10 - We ask thee

106. 109:22 - We ask thee

107. 109:24 - We ask thee

108. 109:29 - We ask thee

109. 109:32 - We plead before thee

110. 109:42 - We beseech thee

111. 109:47 - We ask thee

112. 112:12 - Pray for thy brethren

113. 124:75 - Plead the cause

114. 124:95 - Ask and receive

115. 124:97 - He may ask and receive

116. 132:40 - Ask what ye will

117. 133:6 - Let every man call upon the name of the Lord

118. 136:29 - Call on the Lord thy God with supplication

“Ask, Seek, Knock”
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James 1:5
King James Version - If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.  (See also D&C 42:68.)
New International Version - If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him.  But when he asks, he must believe and not doubt, because he who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind.

Amplified Bible - If any of you is deficient in wisdom, let him ask of the giving God [Who gives] to everyone liberally and ungrudgingly, without reproaching or faultfinding, and it will be given him.  Only it must be in faith that he asks with no wavering (no hesitating, no doubting).  For the one who wavers (hesitates, doubts) is like the billowing surge out at sea that is blown hither and thither and tossed by the wind.

Current definition: wisdom - 1 a : accumulated philosophic or scientific learning : KNOWLEDGE. (Merriam-Websters, www.m-w.com)
Wisdom – 10 Insights from Scripture 

1. Job 28:28 - What is wisdom?  What is understanding?

2. Psalms 111:10 - What is understanding?

3. Bible Dictionary, p. 672 – What does fear mean?  

4. Proverbs 1:7 - What two things do fools despise?

5. Proverbs 9:10 - What is understanding? 

6. Isaiah 33:6 - What is the Lord’s treasure for us?

7. D&C 6:7 - Instead of wisdom what are we prone to seek?

8. D&C 10:43 - What attribute of the devil is the opposite of the Lord’s wisdom? 

9. Proverbs 15:33 - Linked to wisdom is honor, and what comes before it?

10. D&C 136:32 - In what two ways can we learn wisdom? 

1828 Definition of wisdom - In Scripture theology, wisdom is true religion; godliness; piety; the knowledge and fear of God, and sincere and uniform obedience to his commands. This is the wisdom which is from above. Psalm 90. Job 28.  (http://1828.mshaffer.com/d/search/word,wisdom)
David O. McKay - The greatest manifestation of spirituality is reverence; indeed, reverence is spirituality.  Reverence is profound respect mingled with love.  It is a "complex emotion made up of mingled feelings of the soul.”  Carlyle says it is "the highest of human feelings.”  If reverence is the highest, then irreverence is the lowest state in which a man can live in the world. (Conference Report, April 1967, p. 86-87.)
“Weary the Lord”

D&C 84:81-84 - Now, unto what shall I liken the children of Zion? I will liken them unto the parable of the woman and the unjust judge, for men ought always to pray and not to faint, which saith— There was in a city a judge which feared not God, neither regarded man.  And there was a widow in that city, and she came unto him, saying: Avenge me of mine adversary.  And he would not for a while, but afterward he said within himself: Though I fear not God, nor regard man, yet because this widow troubleth me I will avenge her, lest by her continual coming she weary me.  (See Luke 18:1-8.)
Truman Madsen - "Well," one might feel, "I don't want to overdo it.  I don't want to ask for things I shouldn't ask for.”  Of course, as a general principle that represents a genuine, discerning wisdom-we should not ask for what we should not seek from him.  But when the Lord has commanded us to ask, it is appropriate.  This is illustrated in the Savior's parable of the unjust judge and the importunate widow (D&C 101:81-84, Luke 18:1-8), which is preceded by the reason it was given-to show "that men ought always to pray, and not to faint.”  It told of the widow who repeatedly came to the judge to plead her case.  Always he refused to heed.  But because she came back so often, in order to be permanently rid of her the judge said, "All right!  Give her what she wants and end her clamoring."

My rendering is a crude paraphrase of the parable.  But what is the point of the story?  Why would the Savior teach a parable like that?  The point is, pray and don't faint; or, in the words of Joseph Smith, "Weary [the Lord] until he blesses you.” (Words of Joseph Smith, p. 15)  There are places in modern scripture where the Lord commands someone not to pray further on a particular matter, where he says, "Trouble me no more.”  But in each case the context shows he had already given the answer, and he is saying, "Please take no or yes for an answer."  (Joseph Smith the Prophet, p. 16.  Br. Madsen’s footnote states: The phrase, "nor trouble me any more concerning this matter," follows a rebuke to Martin Harris [D&C 5:29]. "Let this suffice" are the Lord's words following a partial answer to Joseph's concern to know the time of the Second Coming [see D&C 130:14-17]. "Trouble me no more," the Lord says after detailing the purposes of the Sabbath [D&C 59:22].)
Real Intent

Elder Nelson - To access information from heaven, one must first have a firm faith and a deep desire.  One needs to “ask with a sincere heart [and] real intent, having faith in [Jesus] Christ.” (Moroni 10:4)  “Real intent” means that one really intends to follow the divine direction given.
Study

Elder Nelson - The next requirement is to study the matter diligently.  This concept was taught to leaders of this restored Church when they were first learning how to gain personal revelation.  The Lord instructed them, “I say unto you, that you must study it out in your mind; then you must ask me if it be right, and if it is right I will cause that your bosom shall burn within you; therefore, you shall feel that it is right.”  (D&C 9:8)
Childlike Humility vs. Childish Understanding
Elder Nelson - Another prophet taught that “the natural man is an enemy to God, and has been from the fall of Adam, and will be, forever and ever, unless he yields to the enticings of the Holy Spirit, and putteth off the natural man and becometh a saint through the atonement of Christ the Lord, and becometh as a child, submissive, meek, humble, patient, full of love, willing to submit to all things which the Lord seeth fit to inflict upon him, even as a child doth submit to his father.”  (Mosiah 3:19)
1 Corinthians 13:11 - When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child: but when I became a man, I put away childish things.
Hebrews 5:13 - Anyone who lives on milk, being an infant, does not know what is right.  But grown men can take solid food; their perceptions are trained by long use to discriminate between good and evil.  (New English Bible)
Joseph F. Smith - [A testimony] is not to be voiced merely to "fill up the time" in a public meeting; far less to excuse or disguise the speaker's poverty of thought or ignorance of the truth he is called to expound.  

… But the voicing of one's testimony, however eloquently phrased or beautifully expressed, is no fit or acceptable substitute for the needed discourse of instruction and counsel expected in a general gathering of the people.  The man who professes a testimony as herein described, and who assumes that his testimony embraces all the knowledge he needs, and who therefore lives in indolence and ignorance shall surely discover his error to his own cost and loss.  A gift from God, if neglected, or unworthily used, is in time withdrawn; the testimony of the truth will not remain with one who, having received, uses not the sacred gift in the cause of individual and general advancement.  

… Enrich your minds with the best of knowledge and facts.  Of those who speak in his name, the Lord requires humility, not ignorance.  (Gospel Doctrine, p. 205.)
Gradual Responses, Effort
Elder Nelson - Revelation need not all come at once. It may be incremental.  “Saith the Lord God: I will give unto the children of men line upon line, precept upon precept, here a little and there a little; and blessed are those who hearken unto my precepts, and lend an ear unto my counsel, for they shall learn wisdom; for unto him that receiveth I will give more.”  Patience and perseverance are part of our eternal progression.  (2 Nephi 28:30)
Edward L. Kimball - President McKay desired and sought such revelation [about blacks and the priesthood], but he did not receive it.  He told Elder Marion D. Hanks that “he had pleaded and pleaded with the Lord but had not had the answer he sought.”  Leonard Arrington reported a statement by Elder Adam S. Bennion in 1954 that President McKay had prayed for change “without result and finally concluded the time was not yet ripe.”  (“Spencer W. Kimball and the Revelation on Priesthood”, BYU Studies, v. 47, no. 2, 2008, p. 22-23.)
… In about 1976 … Spencer confided “his concern for giving the priesthood to all men and said that he had been praying about it for fifteen years without an answer … but I am going to keep praying about it.  (ibid, p. 42)
… But Spencer had to ask anew.  He wanted urgently “to find out firsthand what the Lord thought about it.”  It was not enough just to wait until the Lord saw fit to take the initiative: the scripture admonished him to ask and to knock if he wanted to know for himself.  He prayed, trying not to prejudge the answer:  Should we maintain the long-standing policy, or has the time come for the change?  He received no immediate answer to his prayers. (ibid, p. 45)
… Years earlier, talking about revelation in general, Spencer had written in a letter to his son:

Revelations will probably never come unless they are desired.  I think few people receive revelations while lounging on the couch or while playing cards or while relaxing.  I believe most revelations would come when a man is on his tiptoes, reaching as high as he can for something which he knows he needs, and then there bursts upon him the answer to his problems.  (ibid, p. 46)
Elder Hinckley said, “It is a tremendous thing.  It came as a result of great effort and prayer, anxious seeking and pleading.  Anyone who does not think that is a part of receiving revelation does not understand the process.”  … Elder Packer said, “No one else could have done this; there is none so innocent and open, so sensitive.” … Elder Perry commented, “He has the courage to be a prophet.” (ibid, p. 78)
Elder Nelson - Every Latter-day Saint may merit personal revelation.  The invitation to ask, seek, and knock for divine direction exists because God lives and Jesus is the living Christ. It exists because this is His living Church.

Ask, Seek, Knock
Russell M. Nelson, Ensign, Nov 2009, 81–84

Every Latter-day Saint may merit personal revelation.

My beloved brethren and sisters, I am very grateful for each of you. I am thankful too for the miracle of modern communication that allows this conference to reach millions of people throughout the world.

Today’s technology also allows us to use wireless telephones to exchange information rapidly. Recently Wendy and I were on assignment on another continent when we learned that a new baby had arrived in our family. We received the good news minutes after that birth had occurred half a world away.

Even more amazing than modern technology is our opportunity to access information directly from heaven, without hardware, software, or monthly service fees. It is one of the most marvelous gifts the Lord has offered to mortals. It is His generous invitation to “ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you.”1

This timeless offer to provide personal revelation is extended to all of His children. It almost sounds too good to be true. But it is true! I have received and responded to that heavenly help. And I have learned that I always need to be ready to receive it.

Years ago, while immersed in the task of preparing a talk for general conference, I was aroused from a sound sleep with an idea impressed strongly upon my mind. Immediately I reached for pencil and paper near my bed and wrote as rapidly as I could. I went back to sleep, knowing I had captured that great impression. The next morning I looked at that piece of paper and found, much to my dismay, that my writing was totally illegible! I still keep pencil and paper at my bedside, but I write more carefully now.

To access information from heaven, one must first have a firm faith and a deep desire. One needs to “ask with a sincere heart [and] real intent, having faith in [Jesus] Christ.”2 “Real intent” means that one really intends to follow the divine direction given.
The next requirement is to study the matter diligently. This concept was taught to leaders of this restored Church when they were first learning how to gain personal revelation. The Lord instructed them, “I say unto you, that you must study it out in your mind; then you must ask me if it be right, and if it is right I will cause that your bosom shall burn within you; therefore, you shall feel that it is right.”3

Part of being prepared is to know and obey the relevant teachings of the Lord. Some of His timeless truths are applicable generally, such as the commandments not to steal, not to kill, and not to bear false witness. Other teachings or commandments are also general, such as those regarding the Sabbath, the sacrament, baptism, and confirmation.

Some revelations have been given for unique circumstances, such as Noah’s building of the ark or the necessity for prophets like Moses, Lehi, and Brigham to lead their followers in arduous travel. God’s long-established pattern of teaching His children through prophets assures us that He will bless each prophet and that He will bless those who heed prophetic counsel.

A desire to follow the prophet requires much effort because the natural man knows very little of God and even less of His prophet. Paul wrote that “the natural man [receives] not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.”4 The change from being a natural man to a devoted disciple is a mighty one.5

Another prophet taught that “the natural man is an enemy to God, and has been from the fall of Adam, and will be, forever and ever, unless he yields to the enticings of the Holy Spirit, and putteth off the natural man and becometh a saint through the atonement of Christ the Lord, and becometh as a child, submissive, meek, humble, patient, full of love, willing to submit to all things which the Lord seeth fit to inflict upon him, even as a child doth submit to his father.”6

Recently I observed such a mighty change in a man whom I first met about 10 years ago. He had come to a stake conference at which his son was sustained as a member of the new stake presidency. This father was not a member of the Church. After his son had been set apart, I put my arms around this father and praised him for having such a wonderful son. Then I boldly declared: “The day will come when you will want to have this son sealed to you and your wife in a holy temple. And when that day comes, I would be honored to perform that sealing for you.”

During the subsequent decade, I did not see this man. Six weeks ago he and his wife came to my office. He greeted me warmly and recounted how startled he was with my earlier invitation. He didn’t do much about it until later, when his hearing began to fail. Then he awakened to the realization that his body was changing and that his time on earth was indeed limited. In due course he ultimately lost his hearing. At the same time, he became converted and joined the Church.

During our visit he summarized his total transformation: “I had to lose my hearing before I could heed the great importance of your message. Then I realized how much I wanted my loved ones to be sealed to me. I am now worthy and prepared. Will you please perform that sealing?”7 This I did with a deep sense of gratitude to God.

After such a conversion takes place, even further spiritual refinement can come. Personal revelation can be honed to become spiritual discernment. To discern means to sift, to separate, or to distinguish.8 The gift of spiritual discernment is a supernal gift.9 It allows members of the Church to see things not visible and to feel things not tangible.
Bishops are entitled to that gift as they face the task of seeking out the poor and caring for the needy. With that gift, sisters may view trends in the world and detect those that, however popular, are shallow or even dangerous. Members can discern between schemes that are flashy and fleeting and those refinements that are uplifting and enduring.
Discernment was implicit in important instructions President John Taylor gave long ago.10 He taught stake presidents, bishops, and others: “It is the right of those holding [these positions] to obtain the word of God with regard to the duties of their presidencies that they may more effectually carry out His holy purposes. None of the callings or positions in the priesthood are intended for the personal benefits, emoluments and fame of those who hold them, but are expressly given to fulfil the purposes of our Heavenly Father and build up the Kingdom of God upon the earth. … We … seek to understand the will of God, and then carry it out; and see that it is carried out by those over whom we have the charge.”11

For each of you to receive revelation unique to your own needs and responsibilities, certain guidelines prevail. The Lord asks you to develop “faith, hope, charity and love, with an eye single to the glory of God.” Then with your firm “faith, virtue, knowledge, temperance, patience, brotherly kindness, godliness, charity, humility, [and] diligence,” you may ask, and you will receive; you may knock, and it will be opened unto you.12

Revelation from God is always compatible with His eternal law. It never contradicts His doctrine. It is facilitated by proper reverence for Deity. The Master gave this instruction:

“I, the Lord, am merciful and gracious unto those who fear me, and delight to honor those who serve me in righteousness and in truth unto the end.

“Great shall be their reward and eternal shall be their glory.

“… To them will I reveal all mysteries [and] my will concerning all things pertaining to my kingdom.”13

Revelation need not all come at once. It may be incremental. “Saith the Lord God: I will give unto the children of men line upon line, precept upon precept, here a little and there a little; and blessed are those who hearken unto my precepts, and lend an ear unto my counsel, for they shall learn wisdom; for unto him that receiveth I will give more.”14 Patience and perseverance are part of our eternal progression.
Prophets have described what they felt while receiving revelation. Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery reported that “the veil was taken from our minds, and the eyes of our understanding were opened.”15 President Joseph F. Smith wrote, “As I pondered over these things which are written, the eyes of my understanding were opened, and the Spirit of the Lord rested upon me.”16

Every Latter-day Saint may merit personal revelation. The invitation to ask, seek, and knock for divine direction exists because God lives and Jesus is the living Christ. It exists because this is His living Church.17 And we are blessed today because President Thomas S. Monson is His living prophet. That we may hearken to and heed his prophetic counsel is my prayer in the name of Jesus Christ, amen.
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11. In James R. Clark, comp., Messages of the First Presidency of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 6 vols. (1965–75), 2:307.
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