The Atonement
Kinsman-Redeemer

Jennifer Lane - The first point in understanding Israelite redemption is distinguishing between deliverance and redemption.  Simply put, deliverance requires merely a show of power, but redemption requires that a price be paid.  Physical redemption of individuals from slavery was a common practice in Israel, as well as in the rest of the ancient Near East.  People became slaves because they were prisoners of war or because they had sold themselves (or were sold) to pay off their debts.

Here is where a redeemer enters, and it is in Israel where we find a special practice.  An Israelite redeemer was a close relative who was obliged by family bonds to redeem his kin.  In fact, the term in Hebrew for redeemer, go’el, is best translated as “kinsman-redeemer”.

[Adoption into a family by covenant] can be seen in such covenant –making ceremonies as the covenant meal, which “means admission into the family circle of another, since only the kinsmen will eat together.” 

… An interesting feature of Israelite covenants is the giving of a new name that often marked this covenant relationship.  … A name change indicates a corresponding change in character and conduct, illustrating the Hebrew belief that names represent something of the essence of a person.  … Sometimes “symbolic” new names are given that are not supposed to replace the old but are to give information as to the character of the recipient.
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It is also noteworthy that these covenants were often made in sacred spaces … 

… The Lord promised to act as a redeemer because of his family relationship to Israel created by covenant.  … In [our] trials we may feel that we are being thrust into bondage rather than being redeemed from it.  In times such as these we must completely rely on the arm of our Redeemer.  We need to know that he is tied to us through covenant.  We need to know that he is our spiritual father. We need to know that he will not abandon us.  (From her chapter in Abraham, Papyrus and Covenant by Neal A. Maxwell Institute, p. 169-174.)
From Eons Before the Atonement

Russell M. Nelson - … I would like to share a remarkable quotation that I found in a rare book in London one day while searching through the library of the British Museum.  It was published as a twentieth-century English translation of an ancient Coptic text. It was written by Timothy, Patriarch of Alexandria, who died in A.D. 385.  This record refers to the creation of Adam.  Premortal Jesus is speaking of His Father:

“He … made Adam according to Our image and likeness, and He left him lying for forty days and forty nights without putting breath into him. And He heaved sighs over him daily, saying, ‘If I put breath into this [man], he must suffer many pains.’ And I said unto My Father, ‘Put breath into him; I will be an advocate for him.’  And My Father said unto Me, ‘If I put breath into him, My beloved Son, Thou wilt be obliged to go down into the world, and to suffer many pains for him before Thou shalt have redeemed him, and made him to come back to his primal state.’ And I said unto My Father, ‘Put breath into him; I will be his advocate, and I will go down into the world, and will fulfil Thy command.’”  (“The Creation,” Ensign, May 2000, p. 84.)
Moses 4:1-2 - That Satan, whom thou hast commanded in the name of mine Only Begotten, is the same which was from the beginning, and he came before me, saying--Behold, here am I, send me … But, behold, my Beloved Son, which was my Beloved and Chosen from the beginning, said unto me--Father, thy will be done, and the glory be thine forever. 

From 1800 Years After the Atonement
D&C 19:18-19 - Which suffering caused myself, even God, the greatest of all, to tremble because of pain, and to bleed at every pore, and to suffer both body and spirit—and would that I might not drink the bitter cup, and shrink— Nevertheless, glory be to the Father, and I partook and finished my preparations unto the children of men.  

[Notice that “glory be to the Father” is nearly the same expression he used eons earlier.  Certainly credit must be given to Heavenly Father for the plan of salvation, but it is interesting that in the very moment that the Redeemer describes his suffering, he gives praise to the Father.  As we look back upon the moments of our worst trials – the most excruciating pain, the greatest terrors, and the worst feelings of abandonment – can we likewise praise Heavenly Father?]
Job 13:15 - Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him ...

D&C 59:7, 21 - Thou shalt thank the Lord thy God in all things.  And in nothing doth man offend God, or against none is his wrath kindled, save those who confess not his hand in all things, and obey not his commandments.  (Notice it does not say “all good things”.)
The Olive Press

Russell M. Nelson - Jesus came to the base of the Mount of Olives to effect the first component of the Atonement.  This He did at the Garden of Gethsemane.  The word Gethsemane comes from two Hebrew roots: gath, meaning “press,” and shemen, meaning “oil,” especially that of the olive.

There olives had been pressed under the weight of great stone wheels to squeeze precious oil from the olives.  So The Christ in the Garden of Gethsemane was literally pressed under the weight of the sins of the world.  He sweated great drops of blood—his life’s “oil”—which issued from every pore.

Jesus was accorded titles of unique significance.  One was the Messiah, which in Hebrew means “anointed.”  The other was the Christ, which in the Greek language means “anointed” as well.  In our day, as it was in His day, the ordinance of administration to the sick includes anointing with the consecrated oil of the olive.  So the next time you witness consecrated oil being anointed on the head of one to be blessed, and these sacred words are said, “I anoint you with this consecrated oil,” remember what that original consecration cost.  Remember what it meant to all who had ever lived and who ever would yet live.  Remember the redemptive power of healing, soothing, and ministering to those in need.  Remember, just as the body of the olive, which was pressed for the oil that gave light, so the Savior was pressed.  From every pore oozed the lifeblood of our Redeemer.  Throughout the joyous days of your mission, when your cup of gladness runs over, remember His cup of bitterness which made it possible.  And when sore trials come upon you, remember Gethsemane. (“Why This Holy Land?” Ensign, Dec. 1989, p. 13)
Russell M. Nelson – [Christ] said, “I thirst.” To a doctor of medicine, this is a very meaningful expression. Doctors know that when a patient goes into shock because of blood loss, invariably that patient—if still conscious—with parched and shriveled lips cries for water. (“The Atonement,” Ensign, Nov. 1996, p. 33)
The Final 24 Hours - Insights from the JST
(The footnotes and the Bible appendix do not contain all of the Joseph Smith Translation.  The full volume is published by the Reorganized Church. Each JST passage below is marked as coming from a footnote, the Bible’s appendix, or “other” for the full account. ) 

1.  Mark 14:10 - And Judas Iscariot, one of the twelve, went unto the chief priests, to betray him unto them.  JST Mark 14:30–31 - And he [Jesus] said unto Judas Iscariot, What thou doest, do quickly; but beware of innocent blood. Nevertheless, Judas Iscariot, even one of the twelve, went unto the chief priests, to betray Jesus unto them; for he turned away from him, and was offended because of his words. (Other)
2.  Mark 14:32-33 - And they came to a place which was named Gethsemane: and he saith to his disciples, Sit ye here, while I shall pray. And he taketh with him Peter and James and John, and began to be sore amazed, and to be very heavy.  (Amplified Bible - … and began to be struck with terror and amazement and deeply troubled and depressed.)   JST Mark 14:36–38 - And they came to a place which was named Gethsemane; which was a garden; and the disciples began to be sore amazed, and to be very heavy, and to complain in their hearts, wondering if this be the Messiah. And Jesus knowing their hearts, said to his disciples, Sit ye here, while I shall pray.  And he taketh with him, Peter, and James, and John, and rebuked them, and said unto them, My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death; tarry ye here and watch. (Bible Appendix)
3. Mark 14:37–38 - And he cometh, and findeth them sleeping, and saith unto Peter, Simon, sleepest thou? couldest not thou watch one hour?  Watch ye and pray, lest ye enter into temptation. The spirit truly is ready, but the flesh is weak.   JST Mark 14:41–43 - And he cometh and findeth them sleeping, and said unto Peter, Simon, sleepest thou? Couldest not thou watch one hour?  mark 14:38Watch ye and pray, lest ye enter into temptation.  mark 14:43And they said unto him, The spirit truly is ready, but the flesh is weak. (Other)
4.  Mark 14:42 - Rise up, let us go; lo, he that betrayeth me is at hand.    JST Mark 14:47 - And after they had finished their sleep, he said, Rise up, let us go; lo, he who betrayeth me is at hand.  (Other)
5.  Matt. 27:50 - Jesus, when he had cried again with a loud voice, yielded up the ghost.   JST Matthew 27:54 - Jesus when he had cried again with a loud voice, saying, Father, it is finished, thy will is done, yielded up the ghost.  (Footnote)  (Taken from Andrew C. Skinner, Ensign, June 1999, p. 15)
Jeffrey R. Holland - With all the conviction of my soul I testify that He did please His Father perfectly and that a perfect Father did not forsake His Son in that hour.  Indeed, it is my personal belief that in all of Christ’s mortal ministry the Father may never have been closer to His Son than in these agonizing final moments of suffering.  Nevertheless, that the supreme sacrifice of His Son might be as complete as it was voluntary and solitary, the Father briefly withdrew from Jesus the comfort of His Spirit, the support of His personal presence.  It was required, indeed it was central to the significance of the Atonement, that this perfect Son who had never spoken ill nor done wrong nor touched an unclean thing had to know how the rest of humankind—us, all of us—would feel when we did commit such sins.  For His Atonement to be infinite and eternal, He had to feel what it was like to die not only physically but spiritually, to sense what it was like to have the divine Spirit withdraw, leaving one feeling totally, abjectly, hopelessly alone.  (“None Were with Him,” Ensign, May 2009, 86-88.)
(Sheet by Zan Larsen, www.elarsen.net/lessons)
Extra Material
The Lord saw it as a privilege to pay the price for our sins.  Where does that concept come from?  Find a quote.



What is sin?
Common definition - Sin is doing something morally wrong, whether or not you knew it was wrong.
1 John 5:17 - All unrighteousness is sin …

James 4:17 - Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin.

“Ignorantly Sinned”

Leviticus 4:27 - And if any one of the common people sin  through ignorance … (See also v. 2, 13, 22.)

Numbers 15:27 - And if any soul sin through ignorance …

Mosiah 3:11 - For behold, and also his blood atoneth for the sins of those who have fallen by the transgression of Adam, who have died not knowing the will of God concerning them, or who have ignorantly sinned.
3 Nephi 6:18 - Now they did not sin ignorantly …

Dallin H Oaks - We also read that "his blood atoneth for the sins of those … who have died not knowing the will of God concerning them, or who have ignorantly sinned" (Mosiah 3:11).  Similarly, "the blood of Christ atoneth for [little children]" (Mosiah 3:16).  These teachings that the resurrecting and cleansing power of the Atonement is for all contradict the assertion that the grace of God saves only a chosen few.  His grace is for all.  These teachings of the Book of Mormon expand our vision and enlarge our understanding of the all-encompassing love of God and the universal effect of His Atonement for all men everywhere. (“All Men Everywhere” , Conference Report, April 2006.)
Russell M. Nelson - How grateful we can be that the infinite atonement of the Lord Jesus Christ applies so broadly.  "His blood atoneth for the sins of those who have fallen by the transgression of Adam, who have died not knowing the will of God concerning them, or who have ignorantly sinned." (Mosiah 3:11.)  (The Gateway We Call Death, p 70.)
John W. Welch - Unintentional sin was of much greater concern to ancient people than it is to us today.  Although we worry very little about such sins, this is only because we know that Christ’s infinite sacrifice has atoned for them.  Even though we are now less concerned with unintentional sins, Benjamin’s words remind us that we should not remain ignorant of or ungrateful for this aspect of Christ’s atonement.  (“Unintentional Sin in Benjamin's Discourse” at the Maxwell Institute, and in Pressing Forward with the Book of Mormon also by the Maxwell Institute.)


Atonement is Bigger Than We Thought

1. Includes sins in ignorance.

2. Includes “our pains, infirmities, and sicknesses” (Elder Maxwell).

3. Includes the people of other worlds.  (Elder Nelson).



Russell M. Nelson - In preparatory times of the Old Testament, the practice of atonement was finite-meaning it had an end.  It was a symbolic forecast of the definitive Atonement of Jesus the Christ.  His Atonement is infinite-without an end.  (See 2 Ne. 9:7; 2 Ne. 25:16; Alma 34:10, 12, 14.)  It was also infinite in that all humankind would be saved from never-ending death.  It was infinite in terms of His immense suffering.  It was infinite in time, putting an end to the preceding prototype of animal sacrifice.  It was infinite in scope - it was to be done once for all. (See Heb. 10:10.)  And the mercy of the Atonement extends not only to an infinite number of people, but also to an infinite number of worlds created by Him. (See D&C 76:24; Moses 1:33.)  It was infinite beyond any human scale of measurement or mortal comprehension.  (“The Atonement”, Ensign, Nov. 1996, p. 33.)


Full Version of Welch’s Article
Unintentional Sin in Benjamin's Discourse

Provo, Utah: Maxwell Institute

“His blood atoneth for the sins of those .  . .  who have ignorantly sinned.”  (Mosiah 3:11)
In explaining the atonement of Jesus Christ, King Benjamin pointedly states that in addition to atoning for the fall of Adam, “his blood atoneth for the sins of those .  . .  who have died not knowing the will of God concerning them, or who have ignorantly sinned” (Mosiah 3:11).  For modern readers, the notion of sinning unintentionally may seem illogical.  Isn’t sin a conscious violation of a commandment of God?  If someone transgresses a law of God in ignorance, is there any guilt or culpability that calls for repentance?

Although the modern mind tends to see sin essentially as a bad choice or an evil intent, the ancient mind included many other dimensions in its concept of sin, such as defilement, accident, error, or misjudgment.  Impurity could result, for example, from any direct or indirect contact with a corpse, even if the person was unaware of the contact (see Numbers 19:14).  Likewise, mistakenly touching the ark of the covenant was erroneous, even if the person had good intentions (see 2 Samuel 6:6–7).  In Old Testament times, the concept of sin embraced many nuances of erring, disobeying, missing the mark, bending, rebelling, straying, wandering, or otherwise being at fault, whether consciously or unconsciously.

In Numbers 15:27–29, the law of Moses prescribes what should be done “if any soul sin through ignorance.”  The transgressor must bring a goat for a sin offering and “the priest shall make an atonement for the soul that sinneth ignorantly” (15:28).  By way of contrast, if a person who “despised the word of the Lord” sins “presumptuously,” that person shall be cut off (Numbers 15:30–31).  Indeed, inadvertence was “a key criterion in all expiatory sacrifice.  A deliberate, brazen sinner is barred from the sanctuary.”

With this background, we may better understand why Benjamin so expressly stated that the atonement of Jesus Christ would atone for the sins of those who “ignorantly sinned.”  Benjamin’s people would naturally have wondered, as he described the workings of the promised atonement, whether its efficacy would cover all categories of sin or only certain types of transgressions.  They were told that Christ’s atonement would automatically cover the fall of Adam and sins committed in ignorance.  Although modern theologies would think of inadvertent sins as being only marginally significant, they stood at the crux of the concept of expiation and atonement in the ancient system of sacrifices.  At the same time, Benjamin also pronounced a resounding eternal wo upon the unrepentant who transgress the law of God knowingly, who come out “in open rebellion against God” (Mosiah 2:37; see Mosiah 2:33; 3:12).  Forgiveness for intentional misconduct depends on a full change of heart.

Moreover, Mosiah 3 recognizes two types of ignorant sins: (1) some people live and die unaware of the will of God concerning them (3:11) as revealed in the written law of Moses (3:14) and thereby transgress the law, while (2) other people presumably know the law of God in some form but still commit sins accidentally or in ignorance of the law’s true meaning or application.

Interestingly, other ancient people similarly spoke of various types of ignorant sins.  The Dead Sea Scrolls punished “a single inadvertent sin” by a small fine (1QS, col.  9, lines 1–2); repeated error was apparently not tolerated.  Inadvertence could be due to carelessness or misjudgment, but it could also come from ignorance of the “hidden matters” embedded in the law of Moses known only to the Qumran sect.  Of course, one who openly “rebels” against the revealed portions of the law obvious to everyone was very stringently punished (1QS, col.  8, lines 17–18; see 4Q159).

Unintentional sin was of much greater concern to ancient people than it is to us today.  Although we worry very little about such sins, this is only because we know that Christ’s infinite sacrifice has atoned for them.  Even though we are now less concerned with unintentional sins, Benjamin’s words remind us that we should not remain ignorant of or ungrateful for this aspect of Christ’s atonement.

Research by John W. Welch, originally published as a FARMS Update in Insights (April 1996): 2, of the Neal A. Maxwell Institute.
http://maxwellinstitute.byu.edu/
publications/books/?bookid=98&chapid=1059&print


Neal A. Maxwell - Jesus is further described as having come to know our sicknesses, griefs, pains, and infirmities as well ... Since not all human sorrow and pain is connected to sin, the full intensiveness of the Atonement involved bearing our pains, infirmities, and sicknesses, as well as our sins. (Not My Will, But Thine, p. 51)
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