Baptism
1. Isn’t all that matters is that a person is good and kind to other people?

2. The moment a person emerges from the waters of baptism, in a spiritual sense, what is washed away?

3. Whose name do we take upon us at baptism?

4. In the sacrament prayers, what two phrases in the prayer on the bread are missing from the prayer on the water?

5. Who was the first person on earth to be baptized?  Who baptized him?

6. Did Enoch perform baptisms?
7. Who ordained John the Baptist and when was he baptized?

8. Did John the Baptist restore baptism in his day?

9. Why was the prospect of Jesus being baptized so bizarre to ancient people?

10. Why is baptism considered part of Jesus’ “condescension”?

11. What is interesting about the elevation of the Jordan River in Palestine?

12. What event or activity spurred Joseph and Oliver to seek baptism?

13. Which happened first, Joseph and Oliver ordaining each other to the Aaronic Priesthood, or Joseph and Oliver baptizing each other?

14. Name three men who received the Aaronic Priesthood before they were baptized.

15. Name four immediate effects of baptism on Joseph and Oliver.

16. What would people say from the spirit world, if they could?


#1

Joseph Smith – [Baptism] is a sign and a commandment which God has set for man to enter into His kingdom.  Those who seek to enter in any other way will seek in vain; for God will not receive them, neither will the angels acknowledge their works as accepted, for they have not obeyed the ordinances, nor attended to the signs which God ordained for the salvation of man, to prepare him for, and give him a title to, a celestial glory; and God had decreed that all who will not obey His voice shall not escape the damnation of hell.  What is the damnation of hell?  To go with that society who have not obeyed His commands.  (History of The Church, v. 4, p. 554-555)
#2

David A Bednar - Baptism by immersion for the remission of sins “is the introductory ordinance of the gospel” of Jesus Christ and must be preceded by faith in the Savior and by sincere and complete repentance.  “Baptism in water … must be followed by baptism of the Spirit in order to be complete” (see Bible Dictionary, “Baptism,” p. 618).

…The Prophet Joseph Smith taught: “You might as well baptize a bag of sand as a man, if not done in view of the remission of sins and getting of the Holy Ghost.  Baptism by water is but half a baptism, and is good for nothing without the other half—that is, the baptism of the Holy Ghost” (History of the Church, 5:499).  We were baptized by immersion in water for the remission of sins.  We must also be baptized by and immersed in the Spirit of the Lord, “and then cometh a remission of your sins by fire and by the Holy Ghost” (2 Nephi 31:17).  (Ensign, May 2006, 28)
#3

David A. Bednar - Elder Dallin H. Oaks has explained that in renewing our baptismal covenants by partaking of the emblems of the sacrament, “we do not witness that we take upon us the name of Jesus Christ.  [Rather], we witness that we are willing to do so. (See D&C 20:77.)  The fact that we only witness to our willingness suggests that something else must happen before we actually take that sacred name upon us in the [ultimate and] most important sense” (“Taking upon Us the Name of Jesus Christ,” Ensign, May 1985, 81).  The baptismal covenant clearly contemplates a future event or events and looks forward to the temple.  (“Honorably Hold a Name and Standing,” Ensign, May 2009, 97–100.)  
#4

Jeffrey R. Holland - In the simple and beautiful language of the sacramental prayers those young priests offer, the principal word we hear seems to be remember. In the first and slightly longer prayer offered over the bread, mention is made of a willingness to take upon us the name of the Son of God and to keep the commandments he has given us.  

Neither of those phrases is repeated in the blessing on the water, though surely both are assumed and expected. What is stressed in both prayers is that all of this is done in remembrance of Christ.  (“This Do in Remembrance of Me”, Ensign, Nov 1995, p. 67)
#5  
Moses 6:64 - And it came to pass, when the Lord had spoken with Adam, our father, that Adam cried unto the Lord, and he was caught away by the Spirit of the Lord, and was carried down into the water, and was laid under the water, and was brought forth out of the water
#6  
Moses 7:11 - And he gave unto me a commandment that I should baptize in the name of the Father, and of the Son, which is full of grace and truth, and of the Holy Ghost, which beareth record of the Father and the Son.
#7  
D&C 84:28 - … For [John the Baptist] was baptized while he was yet in his childhood, and was ordained by the angel of God at the time he was eight days old unto this power …
#8  
JST Matthew 9:18-21 - Then said the Pharisees unto him, Why will ye not receive us with our baptism, seeing we keep the whole law?  But Jesus said unto them, Ye keep not the law. If ye had kept the law, ye would have received me, for I am he who gave the law.  I receive not you with your baptism, because it profiteth you nothing.  For when that which is new is come, the old is ready to be put away.

#9

Gerald N. Lund - [Ancient people] viewed Jehovah in a way similar to the way we view God the Father.  In the latter days, we start with a view of Jesus in his mortal ministry and think of him secondarily as Jehovah, but to them he was not yet come in the flesh, and so the idea that their God—this almighty, all-powerful, all-knowing being—would come down to earth, take upon himself a body of flesh, and be born of woman left them with a great sense of awe and wonder.  For example, after King Lamoni's remarkable conversion, he said with the deepest of reverence, "For as sure as thou livest, behold, I have seen my Redeemer; and he shall come forth, and be born of a woman, and he shall redeem all mankind" (Alma 19:13). Paul similarly declared, "But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law" (Galations 4:4).  (From his chapter in Doctrines of the Book of Mormon: 1991 Sperry Symposium on the Book of Mormon, p. 81)
#10

1 Nephi 11:14-16 - And it came to pass that I saw the heavens open; and an angel came down and stood before me; and he said unto me: … Knowest thou the condescension of God?

Con•de•scend - To descend from the privileges of superior rank or dignity, to do some act to an inferior, which strict justice or the ordinary rules of civility do not require… To stoop or descend; to yield; to submit; implying a relinquishment of rank, or dignity of character, and sometimes a sinking into debasement.  (Webster’s 1828 Dictionary)
1 Nephi 11:26-28 - And the angel said unto me again:  Look and behold the condescension of God!  … And the Lamb of God went forth and was baptized of him
Philippians 2:5-8 - … But stripped Himself (of all privileges and rightful dignity), so as to assume the guise of a servant (slave), in that He became like men and was born a human being.  And after He had appeared in human form, He abased and humbled Himself (still further) and carried His obedience to the extreme of death, even the death of the cross!  (Amplified Bible)
 #11

Russell M. Nelson - The River Jordan was the site Jesus chose for His baptism by John to “fulfill all righteousness” (Matt. 3:15; see also 2 Ne. 31:5–6).  Is it significant that this sacred ordinance was performed in virtually the lowest body of fresh water on the planet?  Could He have selected a better place to symbolize the humble depths to which He went and from which He rose?  By example, he taught us that he literally descended beneath all things to rise above all things.  Surely, being baptized after the manner of His baptism signifies that through our obedience and effort we, too, can come from the depths to ascend to lofty heights of our own destiny.

We don’t know the precise location where Jesus was baptized.  Both the Bible and the Book of Mormon indicate that the baptism took place in the vicinity of Bethabara.  (See John 1:28; 1 Ne. 10:9; JST, John 1:34.)  Bethabara in Hebrew means “house of the crossing.”  Could it be that Christ chose this location for His baptism in the River Jordan as a silent commemoration of the crossing of the faithful Israelites under Joshua’s direction so many years before (see Josh. 3), as well as a symbol that baptism is a spiritual crossing into the kingdom of God?  (“In This Holy Land,” Tambuli, Feb 1991, p. 11)
#12

Oliver Cowdery - No men, in their sober senses, could translate and write the directions given to the Nephites from the mouth of the Savior, of the precise manner in which men should build up His Church, and especially when corruption had spread an uncertainty over all forms and systems practiced among men, without desiring a privilege of showing the willingness of the heart by being buried in the liquid grave, to answer a `good conscience by the resurrection of Jesus Christ.'  (JS History, footnote, p. 58-59)
#13 
Joseph Smith History 1:68-71.

· 68 – John the Baptist ordained Joseph and Oliver.

· 71 – Joseph baptized Oliver, then Oliver baptized Joseph.

· 71 – Joseph ordains Oliver, then Oliver ordains Joseph.

Joseph Fielding Smith - You cannot point to anywhere in the scriptures where a messenger has come from the heavens and bestowed upon man something man could do for himself, but angels have come and told men what to do and sent men to do it.  So if they had come back and said John baptized them, it would have been fatal to their story.   

… They came back and said: "After we baptized each other the angel said, 'Joseph, you lay your hands upon Oliver and reconfirm the ordination that I have given you, and Oliver, put your hands upon the head of Joseph Smith and reconfirm the ordination that I have given you'" - or the restoration of the priesthood, which is a better term.  And they did that.  Why?  Because of this very thing I am telling you.   

It was out of order to ordain men and then baptize them.  We never think today of doing that.  We do not take a man and confer upon him the Aaronic Priesthood and then baptize him, or send him to be baptized.  Why?  Because we have a Church organization.  So the angel did what was essential - the only thing that was, as far as he was then concerned - and then he commanded them to baptize each other, and then had them lay hands on each other and reseal those blessings in the proper order.  That is a little detail, but suppose Joseph Smith had not thought of it.  It would have been fatal - fatal to his mission.  (Doctrines of Salvation, v. 1, p. 196.  Zan’s note: maybe the authority conferred by John was something like a “loaner”. ()
#14

John the Baptist, Joseph, Oliver, and probably the Savior.

#15

JSH 1:73-74 -

· We were filled with the Holy Ghost, 

· and rejoiced in the God of our salvation.  

· Our minds being now enlightened, 
· we began to have the scriptures laid open to our understandings …
#16

Wilford Woodruff - [At the dedication of the St. George Temple]  In the assembly room President Young, who had been carried from one apartment to another because of rheumatism, now arose before the vast assembly and spoke in part as follows: "I cannot consent in my feelings to retire from this house without speaking to this people …  We are enjoying to-day a privilege which but few have enjoyed since the days of Adam.  … What do you suppose the fathers would say if they could speak from the dead?  Would they not say: 'We have lain here thousands of years in this prison house, bound and fettered in the association of the filthy and corrupt.' If they had the power the very thunders of heaven would resound in our ears.  All the angels in heaven are looking to this little handful of people.  
“When I think upon this subject I want the tongue of seven thunders to awaken the people to action.  When we closed the Endowment House many of the people of the north came to us crying.  They begged the privilege to be baptized for their dead.  They can now come here, do the work and bid the prisoners go free.  I shall never be satisfied until Satan is conquered and driven from the face of the earth.”  When he made this last remark, he struck the pulpit with a hickory cane and drove the knots of it into the wood.  The indentations of the cane still remain upon the pulpit. (Wilford Woodruff, His Life and Labors, p. 494-495.)
(Handout by Zan & Misty Larsen, www.elarsen.net/lessons)

Passages
Moses 6:64-65 -  And it came to pass, when the Lord had spoken with Adam, our father, that Adam cried unto the Lord, and he was caught away by the Spirit of the Lord, and was carried down into the water, and was laid under the water, and was brought forth out of the water.

And thus he was baptized, and the Spirit of God descended upon him, and thus he was born of the Spirit, and became quickened in the inner man.

Moses 7:11 - And he gave unto me a commandment that I [ENOCH] should baptize in the name of the Father, and of the Son, which is full of grace and truth, and of the Holy Ghost, which beareth record of the Father and the Son.

D&C 84:28 - … For [John the Baptist] was baptized while he was yet in his childhood, and was ordained by the angel of God at the time he was eight days old unto this power …

JST Matthew 9:18-21 - Then said the Pharisees unto him, Why will ye not receive us with our baptism, seeing we keep the whole law?  But Jesus said unto them, Ye keep not the law. If ye had kept the law, ye would have received me, for I am he who gave the law.  I receive not you with your baptism, because it profiteth you nothing.  For when that which is new is come, the old is ready to be put away.

1 Nephi 11:14-16 - And it came to pass that I saw the heavens open; and an angel came down and stood before me; and he said unto me: … Knowest thou the condescension of God?

1 Nephi 11:26-28 - And the angel said unto me again:  Look and behold the condescension of God!  … And the Lamb of God went forth and was baptized of him … 

Philippians 2:5-8 - … But [Christ] made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men:  And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.

confer – To give, or bestow; followed by on.  (Webster’s 1828 Dictionary.  “Confer” is the word John used in JSH 1:69.)
JS History 1:68 - We still continued the work of translation, when, in the ensuing month (May, 1829), we on a certain day went into the woods to pray and inquire of the Lord respecting baptism for the remission of sins, that we found mentioned in the translation of the plates. While we were thus employed, praying and calling upon the Lord, a messenger from heaven descended in a cloud of light, and having laid his hands upon us, he ordained us, saying …

71 Accordingly we went and were baptized. I baptized him first, and afterwards he baptized me—after which I laid my hands upon his head and ordained him to the Aaronic Priesthood, and afterwards he laid his hands on me and ordained me to the same Priesthood—for so we were commanded.
Joseph Smith History 1:73-74 - Immediately on our coming up out of the water after we had been baptized, we experienced great and glorious blessings from our Heavenly Father.  No sooner had I baptized Oliver Cowdery, than the Holy Ghost fell upon him, and he stood up and -

· prophesied many things which should shortly come to pass.  And again, so soon as I had been baptized by him, I also had the spirit of prophecy, when, standing up, I prophesied concerning the rise of this Church, and many other things connected with the Church, and this generation of the children of men.  

· We were filled with the Holy Ghost, 

· and rejoiced in the God of our salvation.  

· Our minds being now enlightened, we began to have the scriptures laid open to our understandings, and the true meaning and intention of their more mysterious passages revealed unto us in a manner which we never could attain to previously, nor ever before had thought of ...  



A good additional or replacement question could be:  “Who was the first person baptized in our dispensation?”



Bruce R. McConkie - I knew a man, now deceased, not a member of the Church, who was a degenerate old reprobate who found pleasure, as he supposed, in living after the manner of the world.  A cigarette dangled from his lips, alcohol-stenched his breath, and profane and bawdy stories defiled his lips.  His moral status left much to be desired.

His wife was a member of the Church, as faithful as she could be under the circumstances.  One day she said to him, “You know the Church is true; why won't you be baptized?”  He replied, “Of course I know the Church is true, but I have no intention of changing my habits in order to join it.  I prefer to live the way I do.  But that doesn't worry me in the slightest.  I know that as soon as I die, you will have someone go to the temple and do the work for me and everything will come out all right in the end anyway.”

He died and she had the work done in the temple.  We do not sit in judgment and deny vicarious ordinances to people.  But what will it profit him?

There is no such thing as a second chance to gain salvation.  This life is the time and day of our probation.  After this day of life, which is given us to prepare for eternity, then cometh the night of darkness wherein there can be no labor performed.

For those who do not have an opportunity to believe and obey the holy word in this life, the first chance to gain salvation will come in the spirit world.  If those who hear the word for the first time in the realms ahead are the kind of people who would have accepted the gospel here, had the opportunity been afforded them, they will accept it there.  Salvation for the dead is for those whose first chance to gain salvation is in the spirit world.

There is no other promise of salvation than the one recited in that revelation [D&C 137:7–8].  Those who reject the gospel in this life and then receive it in the spirit world go not to the celestial, but to the terrestrial kingdom.  ("The Seven Deadly Heresies" in Speeches of the Year, 1980, p. 77–78.  Quoted in the institute’s Doctrine and Covenants Student Manual, p. 165)


Elevation at Christ’s Baptism
River Jordan at its source in the Anti-Lebanon Mountain Range at Mount Hermon, Golan Heights - 2,814 meters (9,232 feet).

At its mouth at the Dead Sea - 416 meters (-1,365 feet).  (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/River_Jordan)
The exact location of Bethabara is not known for sure.  Likely it is near Beit She'an, which has an elevation of -104 meters (-347 feet).
