Evidences of the Book of Mormon

Though argument does not create conviction, lack of it destroys belief.

What seems to be proved may not be embraced; but what no one shows the ability to defend is quickly abandoned.

Rational argument does not create belief, but it maintains a climate in which belief may flourish.
- Austin Farrar, quoted by Elder Neal A. Maxwell on at least ten occasions
Archeology

Nahom – “A group of Latter-day Saint researchers recently found evidence linking a site in Yemen, on the southwest corner of the Arabian peninsula, to a name associated with Lehi’s journey as recorded in the Book of Mormon.  Warren Aston, Lynn Hilton, and Gregory Witt located a stone altar that professional archaeologists dated to at least 700 B.C. This altar contains an inscription confirming ‘Nahom’ as an actual place that existed in the peninsula before the time of Lehi. The Book of Mormon mentions that ‘Ishmael died, and was buried in the place which was called Nahom’ (1 Ne. 16:34). This is the first archaeological find that supports a Book of Mormon place-name other than Jerusalem or the Red Sea, says Brother Witt.” (“News of the Church,” Ensign, Feb. 2001, p. 79.  Full account is in the Journal of Book of Mormon Studies, 2001, p. 56-61 – “Three chiseled blocks of stone from a pagan temple in Yemen now provide incontrovertible evidence that, in fact, the name did exist and that the area was a logical place to bury Ishmael.”)
Bountiful – “[Referring to a map of Saudi Arabia,] the probable route of Lehi from Jerusalem to the place he called Bountiful. His path followed the general route of the ancient frankincense trails, which pass through an area known for centuries as Nehem. Wadi Sayq, a verdant valley on the [southern coast of the Arabian peninsula], has been explored only recently by Warren Aston. No Westerners in the 1820s knew that this pocket of vegetation existed, possibly the area where Lehi's group camped, built a ship, and set sail.” (Reexploring the Book of Mormon, p. 47-49)
The Seal of Mulek – Recently an ancient Judean stamp seal has been identified as bearing the name of one of the sons of Zedekiah, king of the Jews in 600 B.C., yet not identified in the Bible.  The Book of Mormon supplies the name as Mulek.  The stamp seal authenticates the Book of Mormon name.  “…The significance of this can hardly be overstated - it is quite possible that an archaeological artifact of a Book of Mormon personality has been identified. It appears that the seal of Mulek has been found.” (Jeffrey R. Chadwick in the Journal of Book of Mormon Studies, v.12, no. 2, p. 83)
Chief Markets – Helaman 7:10 says, “by the highway which led to the chief market, which was in the city of Zarahemla.”  “No one knowledgeable of pre-Columbian Mexico has had any doubt that markets were found in all sizeable settlements…Yet until recently, only little attention has been given to the fact that a number of these cities had multiple markets.  The evidence, however, seems quite clear. Blanton and Kowalewski, for example, have noted that Monte Alban had both a chief market and subsidiary ones. For Teotihuacan, Rene Millon identifies one location as "the principal marketplace" and suggests that other markets existed for special products, such as kitchenwares.” (Reexploring the Book of Mormon, p. 237.  It includes further examples.)
Phrases, Manners of Speech and Poetry

Hebraisms – “Many typical Hebrew language patterns have been identified in the Book of Mormon, though several are also characteristic of other Near Eastern languages.”  Types and categories get complex and examples are very numerous.  Here are a few: "to fear exceedingly, with fear", “yoke with a yoke”; "in haste" instead of "hastily" and "with gladness" instead of "gladly"; "this people is a free people" (plural as a singular); "plates of brass" instead of "brass plates" and "walls of stone" rather than "stone walls"; "from before" and "by the hand of".  “Though other language groups offer suggestive leads, [the Central American language of] Uto-Aztecan yields more than seven hundred similarities to Hebrew, in phonological, morphological, and semantic patterns consistent with modern linguistic methods.” (Encyclopedia of Mormonism, p. 180)  
Forms of Hebrew Poetry – “Found embedded in the narrative of the Book of Mormon, poetry provides the best examples of the essential connection between form and content in the Book of Mormon. When many inspired words of the Lord, angels, and prophets are analyzed according to ancient verse forms, their meaning can be more readily perceived. These forms include line forms, symmetry, parallelism … Book of Mormon texts shift smoothly from narrative to poetry, e.g. - "2 ne. 9:52
Pray unto him continually by day,
and give thanks unto his holy name by night. (2 Nephi 9:52)
Ye are swift to do iniquity
But slow to remember the Lord your God. (1 Nephi 17:45)

(Encyclopedia of Mormonism, p. 182)
Chiasmus – “The recent discovery in the Book of Mormon of its characteristically ancient literary structure or technique known as chiasmus—a rhetorical device overlooked by biblical scholarship until decades after Joseph Smith’s death—is another powerful indicator of the record’s antiquity. The same literary structure has now been identified in pre-Columbian America. An understanding of the chiastic construction of Alma 36 also impressively deepens our understanding of the Christ-centered character of that entire chapter and of the Book of Mormon’s witness as a whole.

“Another intriguing example of chiasmus occurs in Helaman 6:10. Here, the chiastic turning point rests on an equivalence between the word Lord and the royal name Zedekiah. But those words are only equivalent for readers who are aware that the term Lord probably stands (as it does in the King James Bible) for the divine name Jehovah or Yahweh, and that the ‑iah element in Zedekiah is the first portion of that same divine name. Also this chiasm works better in Hebrew than in English, which is an important and remarkable clue to the original language of the Book of Mormon.” (Daniel C. Peterson, “Mounting Evidence for the Book of Mormon”, Ensign, Jan. 2000, p. 19)
Used at Hebrew University – Haim Rabin is the president of the Hebrew Language Academy at the Hebrew University in Israel.  According to LDS student Robert Smith, Rabin's specialty is the history of the Hebrew language.  Wanting to illustrate how Hebrew uses the conjunction "and" much more than English, he read a passage that Smith recognized as coming from the Book of Mormon.  After reading it, Rabin said, "Now, some of you know the Bible well enough to know that this passage didn't come from the Bible.  I used the Book of Mormon because it's a much better example of this than the English Bible." [From an email by BYU’s John Tvetnes. Also in his paper  presented at The Thirteenth World Congress of Jewish Studies in Jerusalem, Aug. 2001, www.fairlds.org/pubs/HebrewNames.pdf.]
Names

In General – “The Book of Mormon contains 337 proper names… 188 are unique.  The Lehite-Mulekite names often show greatest affinity with Semitic languages. For instance, Abish and Abinadi resemble ab, father, names in Hebrew; …Mulek could be a diminutive of West Semitic mlk, king; Omni and Limhi appear to have the same morphology as Old Testament Omri and Zimri; Jershon is remarkably close to a noun form of the Hebrew root yrs. Some Lehite-Mulekite names more closely resemble Egyptian: Ammon, Korihor, Pahoran, and Paanchi. Jaredite names exhibit no consistently obvious linguistic affinity.”  (Encyclopedia of Mormonism, p. 186)
Sariah and Nephi - “The name of Lehi’s wife, Sariah, previously unknown outside the Book of Mormon, has been found in ancient Jewish documents from Egypt. Likewise, the nonbiblical name Nephi belongs to the very time and place of the first Book of Mormon figure who bears it.” (Peterson, Ensign)

Mosiah – “The ancient Hebrew term moshia’ signifies a champion of justice against oppression, appointed by God, whose mission it is to liberate a chosen people from oppression, especially by nonviolent means.  The term does not occur in the English of the King James Bible.  But such nonviolent deliverance is a major theme of the book of Mosiah.” (Peterson, Ensign)
Alma – “[Critics] observe that Alma is a woman’s name and Latin rather than Hebrew … Recent documentary finds demonstrate, however, that Alma also occurs as a Semitic masculine personal name in the ancient Near East—just as it does in the Book of Mormon.” (Peterson, Ensign)

Ammon – “The most common name in both 26th Dynasty Egypt (64-525 B.C.) and the Book of Mormon. (Encyclopedia of Mormonism, p. 189)
Jershon – “…Designates a place that was given to the people of Anti-Nephi-Lehi as a ‘land … for an inheritance’ (Alma 27:22). In Hebrew, Jershon means ‘a place of inheritance.’ Joseph Smith simply would not have known this in the late 1820s.” (Peterson, Ensign)

“Aha, a Nephite general (ex. Egyptian aha, ‘warrior’); Paankhi (an important royal name of the Egyptian Late Period [525-332 B.C.]); Hermounts, a country of wild beasts (ex. Egyptian Hermonthis, God of wild places); Laman and Lemuel, ‘pendant names’ commonly given to eldest sons (ex. Qabil and Habil, Harut and Marut); Lehi, a proper name (found on an ancient potsherd in Ebion Gezer about 1938); Manti, a form of the Egyptian God Month; Korihor (ex. Egyptian Herhor, Horihor); and Giddianhi (ex. Egyptian Djhwti-ankhi, ‘Thoth is my life’).” (Encyclopedia of Mormonism, p. 189)
Comparing Ancient Documents

Moroni’s Title Of Liberty - Moroni, leading an uprising against an oppressor, ‘went forth among the people waving the rent part of his garment’ to show the writing on it (Alma 46:19-20). The legendary Persian hero Kawe did the same thing with his garment. The men of Moroni ‘came running…. rending their garments…as a covenant [saying]…may [God] cast us at the feet of our enemies…to be trodden underfoot’ (Alma 46:21-22). Both the rending of and the treading on the garments were ancient practices. The inscription on the banner, ‘in memory of our God, our religion, and our peace, our wives, and our children’ (Alma 46:12), is similar to the banners and trumpets of the armies in the Dead Sea Battle Scroll. Before the battle Moroni goes before the army and dedicates the land southward as Desolation, and the rest he named ‘a chosen land, and the land of liberty’ (Alma 46:17). In the Battle Scroll the high priest similarly goes before the army and dedicates the land of the enemy to destruction and that of Israel to salvation.” (Encyclopedia of Mormonism, p. 188.)

Joseph’s Coat – To this Biblical story an odd detail is added by the Book of Mormon, that half of the coat would not decay.  “An almost identical story is told by the tenth-century savant Tha'labi, the collector of traditions from Jewish refugees in Persia.” (Encyclopedia of Mormonism, p. 188.)

Lehi’s Dream – Over 26 specific similarities to the ancient Narrative of Zosimus.  Facing the issue “some of the members of the seminar ultimately concluded that the most convenient solution to their problem might be found in identifying Joseph Smith as a reincarnated Jewish scribe… There is no evidence that any knowledge about the Narrative of Zosimus existed in any English-speaking land prior to the publication of the Book of Mormon.” (John W. Welch, “A Book You Can Respect”, Ensign, Sep. 1977, p. 45)
Quetzalcoatl – The characteristics of the winged serpent God of Central America compare to Christ.  (For a full list see “Moses' Brazen Serpent as It Relates to Serpent Worship in Mesoamerica”, Journal of Book of Mormon Studies, Fall 1993, v. 2, n. 2, p.122-130.)
Jaredite Barges – “[The Jaredites] built ships with covered decks and peaked ends, ‘after the manner of Noah's ark’ (Ether 6:7), closely resembling the prehistoric ‘magur boats’ of Mesopotamia. The eight ships were lit by shining stones, as was Noah's ark according to the Palestinian Talmud, the stones mentioned in the Talmud and elsewhere being produced by a peculiar process described in ancient legends. Such arrangements were necessary because of ‘the furious wind…[that] did never cease to blow’ (Ether 6:5, 8). In this connection, there are many ancient accounts of the ‘windflood’ -tremendous winds sustained over a period of time-that followed the Flood and destroyed the Tower [of Babel].” (Encyclopedia of Mormonism, p. 190.)
Columbus – “Many have been accustomed to see in Columbus merely an adventurer seeking to open trade routes to the East Indies. But with the recent publication of Columbus’s private Book of Prophecies, we see how accurate the Book of Mormon’s description of him is. He said he was guided by the Holy Spirit, and he was eager not only to spread Christianity but to fulfill biblical prophecies. Among his favorite passages were John 10:16, with its reference to “other sheep,” and the passages of Isaiah concerning the people on the “isles of the sea.”  These are the very passages that the Book of Mormon applies to itself.” (Peterson, Ensign)

Technical Details

Word Printing – This is a statistical analysis of style in the Book of Mormon. “Wordprint” analysis is a series of mathematical tests and computer software to determine the authorship of a document.  This analysis was used on the Book of Mormon.  Results: (1) the Book of Mormon was written by as many as 24 authors, (2) the most words are attributed to Jesus Christ, and (3) no Book of Mormon passages resemble the writing of any of the commonly suggested nineteenth-century authors such as Joseph Smith and his peers.  “The 24 authors do not appear in 24 separate blocks of connected words but are shuffled and intermixed in a very arbitrary manner. How could any single author keep track of  …word frequencies so as to vary them not only randomly from one section to another but also according to a fixed underlying pattern, particularly more than a century before scholars realized that word frequencies might vary with authors?” (Book of Mormon Authorship: New Light on Ancient Origins, p. 179)
Metal Plates – “Although the Prophet’s critics found his claim of angelic visits and gold plates ridiculous, we now know that the writing of religious texts on metal plates (sometimes on gold), was an authentic ancient practice. Indeed, the ancient practice now is known to have occurred at precisely the era and place from which Book of Mormon peoples came.  In fact, with the Copper Scroll and other materials from the Dead Sea, we have an almost exact parallel: like the ancient Nephite plates, these materials were sealed up in a hillside just prior to military disaster, to preserve them for a future time.” (Peterson, Ensign)
Trans-Oceanic Crossings – Long belittled as fanciful, the Nephite and Jaredite migrations by ship are now in company with 5,613 citations to other such crossings – and the list is still growing. (See Pre-Columbian Contact with the Americas across the Oceans: An Annotated Bibliography, by John L. Sorenson and Martin H. Raish.)   “The ancient Jaredite transoceanic migration that lasted 344 days (see Ether 6:11) ceases to seem so fantastic when that turns out to be exactly the length of time it takes the Pacific current to go from Asia to Mexico.” (John Welch in Echoes and Evidences of The Book of Mormon, p. 21)
Elephants – “Mastodons and mammoths once lived throughout North America and part of South America. They are unquestionably elephants in the eyes of zoologists. The question is how late they lived… There is the remarkable discovery of the remains of a butchered mastodon in Ecuador; pottery associated with the find is said to date to after the time of Christ. In its light, the radiocarbon date around 100 B.C. of horse, mammoth and mastodon remains at St. Petersburg, Florida, does not seem impossible.”  (John L. Sorenson, An Ancient American Setting for the Book of Mormon, p. 298)
Cement – “One of the most notable uses of cement is in the temple complex at Teotihuacan, north of present-day Mexico City. Its earliest sample ‘is a fully developed product.’ The cement floor slabs at this site ‘were remarkably high in structural quality.’ Although exposed to the elements for nearly two thousand years, they still ‘exceed many present-day building code requirements."  (Reexploring the Book of Mormon, p. 213)
Reformed Egyptian – “The Book of Mormon claims to have been written in “reformed Egyptian” (Mormon 9:32). Most who have studied the subject conclude that this signifies writing the Hebrew language in modified Egyptian characters. In recent years, we have learned that several ancient documents were written in precisely that fashion.” (Peterson, Ensign)

Natural Disaster at Christ’s Death – “…The account of the great destruction given in 3 Nephi 8 finds remarkable parallels with what modern seismology and vulcanology show about cataclysmic geological events and with historical reports of such catastrophes. Yet Joseph Smith never saw a volcano and never experienced a significant earthquake, nor is it likely he had read any substantial literature on the subject.

“But the region of Mesoamerica—particularly southern Mexico and Guatemala, where many suggest that much of the Book of Mormon story may have happened—is a place of continuing volcanic and seismic activity. Painstaking research of John L. Sorenson and others has demonstrated the plausibility of the complex geographical data contained in the Book of Mormon. It suggests many fascinating correlations with what we continue to learn about life in ancient Mesoamerica.” (Peterson, Ensign)
Warfare

There are over 100 instances of armed conflict in the Book of Mormon, with at least 15 major wars described in detail.  A third of the book is devoted to war.  

These and other fascinating evidences are available in the book Warfare And The Book Of Mormon, which is a 495 page collection of essays by various scholars.  It includes a relationship between Nephite and Near Eastern law and war, comparisons with other ancient oaths of allegiance, the nature of holy war, military families, an analysis of the Gadiantons according to the writings of several famous guerrilla leaders, dependence on divinity or on man, military ranks and the organization of Nephite armies, battles carried out with a remarkable consistency in the dry season, and finally weaponry, armor and fortifications compared to that of Mesoamerica. 

An example of a fine technical detail is this:  “The oddity of Nephi’s making new arrows when only his bow had broken suddenly became plausible when one realized that arrows and bows must match each other in weight, length and stiffness, and making plain and plausible what the Book of Mormon has said all along.”  (Echoes and Evidences of the Book of Mormon, edited by Donald Parry, etc., p. 21)

Another oddity is that unlike the Nephites, Jaredite kings were captured but not killed. This is similar to the rules of chess, a game which originated in about the same time and location as the Jaredite migration.  (See Hugh Nibley, The World of the Jaredites, p. 235-236)
Culture

King, Coronation, and Covenant - King Benjamin’s classic address in Mosiah 2-5 occupies roughly 11 pages in the current English edition, which means that Joseph Smith may have dictated this doctrinally rich text of nearly 5,000 words in a little more than one day. Recent research shows that the sermon is intimately linked with the ancient Israelite Feast of Tabernacles and the Day of Atonement, as well as with archaic treaty and covenant formulas and early Near Eastern coronation festivals.  Even the physical setting of the speech -delivered while the king stood upon a tower (see Mosiah 2:7) - is ritually appropriate to the occasion. But the Prophet Joseph Smith could not have learned this from the English Bibles or any other books available to him. (Peterson, Ensign)

“There is a detailed description of a coronation in the Book of Mormon that is paralleled only in ancient non-Biblical sources, notably Nathan haBablil's description of the coronation of the Prince of the Captivity. The Book of Mormon version in "mosiah 2:1Mosiah 2-6 (125 B.C.) is a classic account of the well-documented ancient ‘Year Rite’: 

a. The people gather at the temple, 

b. Bringing firstfruits and offerings (Mosiah 2:3-4); 

c. They camp by families, all tent doors facing the temple;

d. A special tower is erected, 

e. From which the king addresses the people, 

f. Unfolding unto them ‘the mysteries’ (the real ruler is God, etc.); 

g. All accept the covenant in a great acclamation; 

h. It is the universal birthday, all are reborn; 

i. They receive a new name, are duly sealed, and registered in a nation census; 

j. There is stirring choral music (Mosiah 2:28; 5:2-5), 

k. They feast by families (Mosiah 2:5) and return to their homes. 

This ‘patternism’ has been recognized only since the 1930s.” (Encyclopedia of Mormonism, p. 189)
Laban – “Nephi’s slaying of Laban and the justification given to him by the Lord for doing so can now be seen as instruction that focused on the culture of Nephi’s era.” (Peterson, Ensign)

Land of Jerusalem – “Alma 7:10 predicts that Jesus ‘shall be born of Mary, at Jerusalem which is the land of our forefathers.’ …But it is now plain from modern evidence that Bethlehem could be, and indeed was, regarded anciently as a town in the ‘land of Jerusalem.’ A recently released text from the Dead Sea Scrolls, for example—a text claiming origin in Jeremiah’s days (and therefore in Lehi’s)—says that the Jews of that period were ‘taken captive from the land of Jerusalem.’ Joseph Smith could not have learned this from the Bible, though, for no such language appears in it.” (Peterson, Ensign)

Olive Cultivation – “The allegory of the olive tree in Jacob 5 shows a clear knowledge of olive cultivation far beyond what Joseph Smith, growing up in the American Northeast, could have possessed. But it is entirely consistent, in impressive detail, with what we learn from ancient manuals on olive cultivation.” (Peterson, Ensign)

Desert Imagery – “’And my father dwelt in a tent’ (1 Ne. 2:15). Mentioned fourteen times in 1 Nephi, the sheikh's tent is the center of everything. …One long camping was ‘at a place we call Shazer’ (Arabic shajer, trees or place of trees); and they buried Ishmael at Nahom, where his daughters mourned and chided Lehi (1 Ne. 16:11; ex. Arabic Nahm, a moaning or sighing together, a chiding). Lehi vividly describes a sayl, a flash flood of ‘filthy water’ out of a wadi or stream bed that can sweep one's camp away (1 Ne. 8:13,32;), a common event in the area where he was traveling. At their first ‘river of water’ Lehi recited a formal ‘qasida’, an old form of desert poetry, to his sons Laman and Lemuel, urging them to be like the stream and the valley in keeping God's commands (1 Ne. 2) …He sees "a great and spacious building," appearing to stand high "in the air…filled with people " (1 Ne. 8; ex. the ‘skyscrapers’ of southern Arabia such as the town of Shibam). The building fell in all its pride like the fabled Castle of Ghumdan. Other desert imagery abounds.” (Encyclopedia of Mormonism, p. 188)
Other Details – “In its smallest details, the Book of Mormon reveals its roots in the ancient Near East. For example, the system of exchange set out in Alma 11:3-19 recalls ancient Babylonian economic legislation. And, after Zemnarihah’s execution (3 Ne. 4:28), the tree upon which he had been hanged was ritually chopped down, just as ancient Jewish law required. The oath of allegiance taken by Nephite soldiers in Alma 46:21-22 is almost identical in form to military oaths among ancient Israelite and Hittite warriors. And the curse of speechlessness placed upon Korihor in Alma 30:49 finds striking ancient parallels.” (Peterson, Ensign)
Religion

Names Of Christ – “He is so important to the Book of Mormon prophets that as they wrote their testimonies of the promised Messiah, they mentioned some form of His name on an average of every 1.7 verses.  These prophetic scribes refer to Jesus Christ by 101 different names from the first reference to Him as Lord in 1 Nephi 1:1 to the final name in the Book of Mormon given Him as Eternal Judge, in Moroni 10:34.   Each of the 101 names signified to the prophets a different attribute or characteristic of Him and was used appropriately to convey their recognition of who He is and what His mission represents.” (Susan Black in LDS Church News, 20 Feb. 1988)
Sermon At The Temple - Krister Stendahl, dean of the Harvard Divinity School and Lutheran bishop, wrote an amazing comparison of 3rd Nephi and the Sermon on the Mount.  He has also written articles on baptism for the dead in the early Christian church.  In 1994 he toured the LDS temple in Västerhaninge, Sweden before its dedication. (Reflections On Mormonism, p. 139)
Missing Scripture - Margaret Barker, Methodist preacher in England, author of seven books on Biblical scholarship, has done research on ancient documents.  Her work supports the Mormon understanding of the individuality of God the Father and Jesus Christ.  She also shows that the removing of “plain and precious parts” of the Bible was well underway by Jeremiah’s time, just as Nephi testified.  Both of these have drawn concerned attention from Mormon detractors. (From her paper reprinted by FARMS)

Open Issues

DNA – “In recent times, some critics have suggested that there is a simple way to determine the validity of the Book of Mormon by the analysis and comparison of Hebrew and Amerindian DNA. Some have even suggested that such studies have already been done and that they showed no genetic relationship between the two peoples. In reality, much research still needs to be done, but it seems unlikely that such research could provide evidence for or against the Book of Mormon. We do not know what ancient Israelite or Nephite/Lamanite DNA looked like and modern Jewish populations may not reflect Israelite ancestry because of intermarriage and conversion over the past few thousand years.” (http://farms.byu.edu, from the introduction to a series of scholarly articles on DNA.)

Miscelleous - Ancients often call various animals a horse, such as the Spanish did of the llama. Also a kind of horse could have survived into Book of Mormon times. (FARMS Update, June 1984)  Likewise because steel is a combination of metals it is difficult to state when it is found, although various alloys have been identified.

Final Thoughts

In 1976 Elder Neal A. Maxwell gave this prediction: “There will be a convergence of discoveries (never enough, mind you, to remove the need for faith) to make plain and plausible what the modern prophets have been saying all along. Latter-day Saint scholars will show the way by being able to read firsthand such ancient texts rather than relying on secondary scholarship, as was the case earlier in this dispensation. We will be able to read such texts through a Latter-day Saint lens rather than relying solely upon able Protestant and Catholic scholars, of whom it is unfair to expect full sensitivity to the fullness of the gospel's doctrines and ordinances. [Will unquestionable] proof come in this way? No, but neither will the Church be outdone by hostile or pseudo-scholars.” (Deposition of a Disciple, 1976, p. 49)
Regarding this prediction BYU’s Jack Welch said in 1995: “I believe that this prophecy has been amply fulfilled in the last twenty years.  Literally hundreds of newly discovered insights converge on the same supporting conclusion.  Certain things that might at first have appeared outrageous, on closer inspection have turned out to be right on target.”  (Echoes, p. 22.)
Fundamentalist Christian scholars, Carl Mosser and Paul Owen, wrote, “Mormon scholars and apologists have, with varying degrees of success, answered most of the usual evangelical criticisms.   Often these answers adequately diffuse particular minor criticisms.  When the criticism has not been diffused the issue has usually been made much more complex.  …Evangelical publishers need to cease publishing works that are uninformed, misleading, or otherwise inadequate.”  (“Mormon Scholarship, Apologetics, and Evangelical Neglect: Losing the Battle and Not Knowing It?" in Trinity Journal, 19/2 [1998], p. 179–205.)
Another Christian scholar wrote similarly, “As an evangelical I must confess that I am ashamed of our record in relating to the Mormon community.  …None of [our] disagreements give me or any other evangelical the license to propagate distorted accounts of what Mormons believe.  By bearing false witness against our LDS neighbors, we evangelicals have often sinned not just against Mormons but against the God who calls us to be truth-tellers.”  (Richard J. Mouw, president of the Fuller Theological Seminary, forward to The New Mormon Challenge: Responding to the Latest Defenses of a Fast-Growing Movement.)

(Lesson by Zan and Misty Larsen, http://lessons.elarsen.net)
Extra Material

Difficulties with Book of Mormon Archeology

Few known starting points – The exact location of Jerusalem has never been in doubt, giving Biblical archeology a huge advantage. Places named in the Book of Mormon’s promised land are not already known.

Small number of archeologists – The Middle East has had a veritable army of archeologists scouring its area.  Until recently the Americas received much less attention.

Small amount of time – Distinguished archeologists have been working in the Middle East for a few hundred years, whereas the Americas have only received personnel and funding in recent decades.

Readable written language – Hebrew and Greek, the predominant languages of Biblical archeology, are currently used as well as being ancient. Written Egyptian and other languages were deciphered as long ago as the early 1800s.  The ancient Central American written language of Mayan was deciphered only within the last 30 years.

Assuming Central America is the setting of the Book of Mormon (and that’s only an assumption) here are additional difficulties -

· Central American geography is confusing compared to the Biblical lands.  The names of cities and are did not remain the same over time.  By contrast in the Middle East remain stable.  

· Central Americans wrote in picture languages like the Egyptian, so when the Book of Mormon says a name like “Sidon” archeologists have a slim chance of matching that to a carved symbol on a pillar.  By comparison Biblical peoples normally wrote letters for sounds, thus “Sidon” could be easily read in a document or tablet.

· Middle Eastern archeology has benefited immensely from the discovery of an ancient list of cities and distances.  No such list has been found in the Americas.

Archeologist William Hamblin writes, “The reconstruction of Book of Mormon geography thus faces several difficulties not found in biblical geography. In Mesoamerica there is a discontinuity of toponyms, whereas there is strong continuity in Palestine; inscriptional evidence from Mesoamerica uses symbolic glyphs for cities rather than phonetic transcriptions of the names, whereas inscriptional evidence in Egypt, Mesopotamia, and Palestine usually contains a phonetic component; and finally, there is no Pre-Classic onomasticon (place-name list) for Mesoamerica, whereas Palestine has Eusebius's detailed Onomasticon, as well as those of later pilgrims. These items allow historians to create a map grid based both on names and distances between sites for key biblical toponyms. As noted above, a more accurate comparison to Book of Mormon geography is that for Bronze Age western Anatolia, where similar problems of reconstruction exist.” (Journal of Book of Mormon Studies, vol. 2, no. 1, p. 162) 

Even with all of its advantages and attention, Biblical archeology is still not as far along as many people would assume.  As Hamblin notes, “modern sites for only 55 per cent of the place names mentioned in the Bible have been identified-- and this from the most carefully scrutinized and studied book in the world. For example, where is Mt. Sinai? There are over twenty candidates. What is the route taken by the Israelites in the Exodus? Again, there are many different theories. These and many other issues of biblical geography are all hotly disputed. Furthermore, the fact that there is widespread agreement on many questions of geography is simply an indication that scholarly consensus has been achieved but not necessarily that the consensus is correct… Many scholars reject the idea that Jericho even existed as a city at the time of Joshua, while others reject the idea that there was an Israelite conquest of Canaan at all." (p. 183)
Economy and Technology

The Book of Mormon reports information about three pre-Hispanic American peoples. Although its writers do not offer a detailed picture of the economic and material culture of their societies, numerous incidental details are preserved in the account. In many cases, though not in every instance, archaeology confirms the general details. The problems that remain in matching the Book of Mormon to its presumed ancient setting are no doubt due both to the scant information given in the book itself and to incompleteness in the archaeological record.

Testing what the Book of Mormon says about pre-Columbian material culture is more difficult than it might at first appear to be. For instance, it is a historically well-established fact that craft techniques can be lost; thus one cannot confidently assume that technologies mentioned for limited Book of Mormon populations survived after the destruction of the Nephites. Nor can one assume what Old World technologies were successfully transferred to the New. Many crafts would not have been known to the small colonist parties, and even among the skills that were transported across the sea, many may not have proved useful or adaptable in the new environment. For that matter, items attested in early portions of the Book of Mormon may not safely be assumed to have survived into subsequent history within the record itself.

The economy of Book of Mormon Peoples seems, on the whole, to have been relatively simple. Although many Nephites and Jaredites lived in cities of modest size (a point whose plausibility has been enhanced by recent research), their societies were agriculturally based. Trade was mentioned for some periods, but was constrained by frequent wars. In the infrequently mentioned times of free travel, trade barriers fell, and Lamanites and Nephites predictably prospered (e.g., Hel. 6:7-9).

Despite the economy's agrarian base, wealth was manifested in terms of movable flocks, herds, costly clothing, gold, silver, and "precious things" rather than land (Jacob 2:12-13; Enos 1:21; Jarom 1:8; Mosiah 9:12; Alma 1:6, 29; 17:25; 32:2; Ether 10:12). The ideology of the leading Book of Mormon Peoples undoubtedly contributed to this phenomenon: They referred to themselves as a righteous remnant obliged to abandon their comfortable dwellings and depart into the wilderness because of their religious convictions. Since entire populations seem to have moved often, land may not have been a stable source of wealth (2 Ne. 5:5-11; Omni 12-13, 27-30; Mosiah 9; 18:34-35; 22; 24:16-25; Alma 27; 35:6-14; 63:4-10; Hel. 2:11; 3:3-12; 4:5-6, 19; 3 Ne. 3:21-4:1; 7:1-2). Ideally, wealth was to be shared with the poor and for the common good, but strong contrasts between rich and poor are evident more often than not.

Agriculture in the Book of Mormon involved livestock and sown crops. For example, in the fifth century B.C., the Nephites "did till the land, and raise all manner of grain, and of fruit, and flocks of herds, and flocks of all manner of cattle of every kind, and goats, and wild goats, and also many horses" (Enos 1:21). In the second century B.C., the people of Zeniff cultivated corn, wheat, barley, "neas," and "sheum" (Mosiah 9:9; ex. Alma 11:7). Early nineteenth-century American language usage suggests that Book of Mormon "corn" may denote maize or "Indian corn," which was and is a staple in diets in most parts of native America. Some of the other listed items remain less certain. Only in 1982 was evidence published demonstrating the presence of cultivated pre-Columbian barley in the New World (Sorenson, 1985, p. 184). "Neas" is not identifiable; but the word "sheum" appears to be cognate with early Akkadian she-um, a grain probably of the barley type (see F.A.R.M.S. Staff, "Weights and Measures").
Book of Mormon mention of horses in pre-Columbian America has drawn much criticism, and no definitive answer to this question is at present available. Linguistic data suggest that Book of Mormon "horse" need not refer to equus, but could indicate some other quadruped suitable for human riding, as Mesoamerican art suggests (Sorenson, 1985, p. 295). Moreover, some little-noticed archaeological evidence indicates that in certain areas the American Pleistocene horse could have survived into Book of Mormon times (Update, June 1984).
Most transportation was evidently on human backs; in the two contexts that the Book of Mormon mentions "chariots," it appears that their use was quite limited (Alma 18:9-12; 20:6; 3 Ne. 3:22). Chariots are never mentioned in military settings. Wheels are nowhere mentioned in the Book of Mormon (except in a quote from Isaiah). Thus, it is unknown what Nephite "chariots" may have been. "Highways" and "roads" are mentioned as used by the Nephites (3 Ne. 6:8). Some Latter-day Saints consider these to be reflected in the extensively documented road systems of ancient Mexico. "Ships" of unknown form were used during the middle of the first century B.C. for travel on the "west sea" coast (Alma 63:6) and for shipping timber to the north (Hel. 3:10), and at times maritime travel was evidently extensive (Hel. 3:14). Fine pearls are also mentioned as costly items (4 Ne. 1:24).

"Silk and fine-twined linen" are mentioned (e.g., Alma 1:29; Ether 10:24) along with common (cotton?) cloth. The "silk" is unlikely to have been produced from silkworms as in China, but similar fabrics were known, at least in Mesoamerica. For example, in Guatemala fiber from the wild pineapple plant, and among the Aztecs rabbit hair, served to make silk-like fabrics. Although flax apparently was not known in America prior to the arrival of the Spaniards (linen was made from flax in the Old World), several vegetable-based fabrics with similar characteristics are well attested in ancient America (Update, Nov. 1988).

Care must be exercised when reading the Book of Mormon, or any other text originating in a foreign or ancient culture, to avoid misunderstanding unfamiliar things in light of what is familiar. For instance, the Nephites are said to have used "money," but since the Israelites in Lehi's day lacked minted coinage, Nephite "money" was probably non-coined.

A well-integrated system of dry measures and metal-weight units is outlined in Alma 11; some analysts have pointed out that the system sketched is strikingly simple, efficient, and rational (Smith). In its binary mathematical configuration and its use of barley and silver as basic media of exchange, the Nephite system recalls similar systems known in Egypt and in the Babylonian laws of Eshnunna (F.A.R.M.S. Staff, "Weights and Measures"; Update, March 1987).

Making weapons of "steel" and "iron" is mentioned by the Nephites only during their first few generations (2 Ne. 5:15; Jarom 1:8; iron is mentioned only as a "precious" ornamental metal during the time of Mosiah 11:8). Just what these terms originally meant may not be clear. Jaredite "steel" and "iron" and other metals are mentioned twice but are not described (Ether 7:9; 10:23). The weapons of the common soldier were distinctly simpler: stones, clubs, spears, and the bow and arrow (e.g., Alma 49:18-22).

The relative simplicity of Book of Mormon society does not imply lack of sophistication by ancient standards. For example, it would seem that literacy was not uncommon among either Nephites or Jaredites. The founding leaders of the migrations were definitely literate, and the Nephites in their middle era are said to have produced "many books and many records of every kind" (Hel. 3:15). The Lamanites and Mulekites, on the other hand, were less consistent record keepers (Omni 1:17-18; Mosiah 24:4-6; Hel. 3:15). The Jaredites and Nephites kept their most sacred records on almost imperishable metal plates, although some of their books were on flammable material (Alma 14:8). The plates that Joseph Smith had in his possession, and that he and other contemporary eyewitnesses described, seem well within the skill of pre-Hispanic metallurgists (Putnam; Sorenson, 1985, pp. 278-88), and the manner of their burial has rich precedent in the Eastern Hemisphere (Wright).

(Encyclopedia of Mormonism, p. 172)


For a map of the Land Bountiful see Charting the Book of Mormon, chart #148, “Twelve Requirements for the Land Bountiful”.



Joseph Smith - … We can not but think the Lord has a hand in bringing to pass his strange act, and proving the Book of Mormon true in the eyes of all the people .. It will be as it ever has been, the world will prove Joseph Smith a true prophet by circumstantial evidence, in experiments … ("Facts Are Stubborn Things", Times and Seasons, v. 3, no. 22, Sep. 15, 1842, p. 922.)
Terry L. Givens - Evaluating sixty criticisms of three nineteenth-century works, for instance, [John E.] Clark finds that 60 percent of them have been resolved in favor of the Book of Mormon.  He mentions as example Old World steel swords and metal plates and New World cement, barley, and writing systems. (“’Common Sense’ Meets the Book of Mormon”, The FARMS Review, v. 20, no. 1, 2008, p. 50)
Terry L. Givens – [As applying to DNA] As long ago as 1927, Janne Sjodahl wrote that “student should be cautioned against the error of supposing that all the American Indians are the descendants of Lehi, Mulek, and their companions,” and in 1938 the church’s Department of Education published a Book of Mormon study guide that included the statement “The Book of Mormon deals only with the history and expansion of three small colonies which came to America and it does not deny or disprove the possibility of other immigrations, which probably would be unknown to its writers.”  Finally, the Book of Mormon explicitly makes Lamanite a political and religious, rather than ethnic, designation by the record’s conclusion.   (“’Common Sense’ Meets the Book of Mormon”, The FARMS Review, v. 20, no. 1, 2008, p. 48)


Mosiah 13:12 - And now, ye remember that I said unto you: Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of things which are in heaven above, or which are in the earth beneath, or which are in the water under the earth.
In the DVD Journey of Faith: The New World, one of the scholars says the Mayans believed that the underworld was watery or had waters.  Personal notes: Central America has lots of cenotes, or underground cisterns. The belief is like the River Styx for the Egyptians.


Evidences and Proofs Versus Testimony

The topic of this document is usually accompanied by paragraph that proofs cannot replace testimony, which is valid. However, sometimes that thought appears in an article more as a disclaimer, and is understood by the reader as warning that the material is not important.  A testimony is portrayed as –

· Separate from “non-spiritual” knowledge and proofs (even though the Lord says all things are spiritual to him)

· In conflict with a testimony.

· Higher than and replaces knowledge.

In contrast the scriptures portray testimony as being intertwined with knowledge. 

It would be interesting to research the scriptures for passages about “evidence” (this and its plural appear using in a legal setting), proofs, etc.

For example –

Alma 30:44 - … The scriptures are laid before thee, yea, and all things denote there is a God; yea, even the earth, and all things that are upon the face of it, yea, and its motion, yea, and also all the planets which move in their regular form do witness that there is a Supreme Creator.
This appears to say that the earth, the things on it (geographic features, planets and animals?), its rotation (and perhaps its orbit around the sun), and the orbits of the five planets in our solar system visible to the naked eye, are valid proof of a “Supreme Creator.”
These elements are spoken of as positive helps to a person’s understanding and testimony.  If they are valid, so also are things such as chiasmus and Hebraisms in the Book of Mormon.



