The Words of Isaiah
in the Book of Mormon 

Bruce R. McConkie - If our eternal salvation depends upon our ability to under stand the writings of Isaiah as fully and truly as Nephi understood them--and who shall say such is not the case!-- how shall we fare in that great day when with Nephi we shall stand before the pleasing bar of Him who said: "Great are the words of Isaiah"?  (Ensign, Oct. 1973, p. 78)

Neal A. Maxwell - That "there is none other people that understand" such writings as Isaiah save it be the Jews (2 Nephi 25:5) should be of some consolation to those of us who receive gladly the verses of Isaiah we do understand, but who have the simultaneous feeling that we are often missing the point.  (For the Power Is in Them, p. 41)
Monte S. Nyman - The Nephite prophets also considered Isaiah to be an extremely important prophet.  They included over 30 pages of Isaiah's writings in the current 522-page edition of the Book of Mormon, despite the difficulty of engraving on metal plates (see Jacob 4:1) and the restriction of including even less than "a hundredth part" of the available material in their abridgment (see Jacob 3:13).  This illustrates the priority which the Book of Mormon compilers gave to the words of Isaiah.  While approximately one-third of the biblical writings of Isaiah are quoted in the Book of Mormon, the prophet Moroni admonished his future readers to search also the rest of the prophecies of Isaiah (see Morm. 8:23).  This extends the Savior's commandment to include the entire book of Isaiah, not just those parts recorded in the Book of Mormon.  Thus the readers of the Book of Mormon have been admonished and even commanded by the Lord Jesus Christ, and by the Nephite prophet who was given stewardship over the ancient plates, to search the prophecies of Isaiah.  (Great are the Words of Isaiah, p. 1)
	Total chapters of Isaiah in the KJV
	 66

	Chapters quoted in the BoM in their entirety
	 19    (29%)

	Chapters partially quoted in the BoM
	 5       (8%)

	Total verses of Isaiah in the KJV
	 1,292

	Total verses of Isaiah quoted in the BoM
	 425  (33%) 

	Total verses of Isaiah quoted differently
	 229  (52%)


(Great are the Words of Isaiah, Appendix C)


The following is from “Book of Mormon Commentary on Isaiah” 
by Garold N. Davis, Ensign, Sep. 1998, p. 54.

… Nephi himself indicates that this repetition of Isaiah passages is for the benefit of the people “in the last days” and especially for the benefit of his own descendants:  “For I know that they shall be of great worth unto [mine own people] in the last days; for in that day shall they understand them; wherefore, for their good have I written them” (2 Ne. 25:8).

Two Benefits from the Duplication

One benefit from the duplication of Isaiah is the correction of some errors in our English translation, the King James Version.  The Isaiah text in the Book of Mormon is an inspired rendering of text taken originally from the brass plates of Laban and which consequently predates our current Isaiah texts by several centuries.  After Lehi’s departure from Jerusalem with the writings of Isaiah on the brass plates, some changes apparently occurred in the Isaiah manuscripts from which our current Bibles have been translated.  One interesting example of change occurs in 1 Nephi 20:2 (Isa. 48:2), in which the King James Bible states that the priests of ancient Israel “stay themselves on the God of Israel,” while the Book of Mormon text of this passage states that “they do not stay themselves on the God of Israel”.

To illustrate, here is another significant change through the Prophet Joseph Smith’s translation.  Isaiah 29:10 reads, “For the Lord hath poured out upon you the spirit of deep sleep, and hath closed your eyes: the prophets and your rulers, the seers hath he covered.”  But 2 Nephi 27:5 corrects this passage to read: “The Lord hath poured out upon you the spirit of deep sleep.  For behold, ye have closed your eyes, and ye have rejected the prophets; and your rulers, and the seers hath he covered because of your iniquity”.

Scattering and Restoration of Israel

… A second benefit for this duplication of Isaiah is that … by following closely [the] commentaries on Isaiah by Lehi, Nephi, Jacob, and especially the Savior, we learn that next to the message of the Atonement of Christ, the major message of Isaiah and consequently of the Book of Mormon is the restoration of the house of Israel in the last days ...

 “And it came to pass that I, Nephi, spake much unto them … concerning the restoration of the Jews in the latter days.  And I did rehearse unto them the words of Isaiah, who spake concerning the restoration of the Jews, or of the house of Israel; and after they were restored they should no more be confounded, neither should they be scattered again” (1 Ne. 15:19–20).

Nephi informs us that his concern for the restoration of the house of Israel was first impressed upon him by his father. From 1 Nephi 10 (Nephi quoting Lehi), we learn the following:

1. Jerusalem would be destroyed and the Jews would be carried away (see 1 Ne. 10:3).

2. They would return and “possess again the land of their inheritance” (see 1 Ne. 10:3).

3. The Messiah would come and “take away the sins of the world,” but he would be rejected and slain and then “rise from the dead” (see 1 Ne. 10:4–11).

4. The house of Israel would be scattered “upon all the face of the earth” (see 1 Ne. 10:12–13).

5. The Gentiles would receive “the fulness of the Gospel,” and then the house of Israel would be gathered together and “come to the knowledge of the true Messiah, their Lord and their Redeemer” (see 1 Ne. 10:14).
Nephi’s own commentary on Isaiah begins in 1 Nephi 19, where he tells us that in order to “more fully persuade them [Nephi’s people] to believe in the Lord their Redeemer” he would turn particularly to the prophet Isaiah (see 1 Ne. 19:23). With this context and commentary as preparation, Nephi then copies from the brass plates those sections that now constitute Isaiah 48–49.  A question from Laman and Lemuel prompts Nephi’s further commentary.  “What meaneth these things which ye have read?” they ask (1 Ne. 22:1).  In answer to their question, Nephi summarizes:

1. The house of Israel would “be scattered upon all the face of the earth, and also among all nations” (see 1 Ne. 22:3).

2. God would then “raise up a mighty nation among the Gentiles” who would continue the scattering of Israel (see 1 Ne. 22:7).

3. Then God would “proceed to do a marvelous work among the Gentiles,” which would greatly benefit scattered Israel; “wherefore, it is likened unto their being nourished by the Gentiles and being carried in their arms and upon their shoulders” (see 1 Ne. 22:8). The Lord would also bring “his covenants and his gospel unto those who are of the house of Israel” (see 1 Ne. 22:9–11), “and they shall be gathered together to the lands of their inheritance; and they shall be brought out of obscurity and out of darkness; and they shall know that the Lord is their Savior and their Redeemer, the Mighty One of Israel” (1 Ne. 22:12). Nephi’s commentary on Isaiah 48–49 in 1 Nephi 19 and 22 is entirely consistent with his father’s teachings, which Nephi gave us earlier in chapters 10 and 15.

Jacob continues the pattern set by his brother Nephi: “I will read you the words of Isaiah.  And they are the words which my brother has desired that I should speak unto you … because ye are of the house of Israel” (see 2 Ne. 6:4–5).

Jacob then quotes again from Isaiah 49:22 [Isa. 49:22]: “I will lift up my hand to the Gentiles …” (2 Ne. 6:6). Next Jacob prefaces the message he is about to quote with a repetition of Lehi and Nephi’s commentary:

1. “Those who were at Jerusalem” had been scattered (see 2 Ne. 6:8).

2. They would return (see 2 Ne. 6:9).

3. Christ would be born among them but they would reject and crucify him (see 2 Ne. 6:9).
4. Those at Jerusalem would be scattered again, “driven to and fro” (see 2 Ne. 6:10–11).

5. The Lord would remember the covenant and “set himself again the second time to recover” the house of Israel (quoting from Isa. 11:11) through the Gentiles (see 2 Ne. 6:12–14).

After this preparatory outline, Jacob quotes Isaiah 50 and 51 (2 Ne. 7–8).  At the outset of 2 Nephi 9, Jacob clearly tells us why he has quoted these two chapters and what their major message is: “I have read these things [Isa. 50–51] that ye might know concerning the covenants of the Lord that he has covenanted with all the house of Israel” (2 Ne. 9:1).

One aspect of this covenant, as Jacob then goes on to explain, is that the time will come when Israel “shall be restored to the true church and fold of God; when they shall be gathered home to the lands of their inheritance, and shall be established in all their lands of promise” (2 Ne. 9:2).

Light on the Atonement

Jacob’s commentary in 2 Nephi 9 opens with a discussion of the gathering of Israel in the last days.  Then it moves to a powerful discussion of Christ’s mission, particularly on the saving power of the “infinite atonement” (see 2 Ne. 9:7).

In 2 Nephi 9:10, Jacob discusses the two deaths, “that monster, death and hell, which I call the death of the body, and also the death of the spirit.”  This commentary gives added meaning to several passages in Isaiah 51 that Jacob has just quoted in 2 Nephi 8. Isaiah writes, “Art thou not he that hath cut Rahab [i.e.,the same as Jacob’s “death”], and wounded the dragon [i.e., the same as Jacob’s “hell”]?” (2 Ne. 8:9). Isaiah’s use of the words “ransomed” (Isa. 51:10) and “redeemed” (Isa. 51:11) takes on broader meaning as “sorrow and mourning shall flee away” (Isa. 51:11) because of the infinite Atonement that overcomes death and hell.

“Among all the sons [Jerusalem] has brought forth” (see Isa. 51:17–18) there is no salvation, as there is no ultimate salvation in the law of Moses and in the prophets. The only sons left are “desolation and destruction” (Isa. 51:19), i.e., death and hell, and these two sons “lie at the head of all the streets” (Isa. 51:20) as death and hell lie at the end of every life. The question then arises, “By whom shall I comfort thee?” (Isa. 51:19).

The answer is Jesus Christ, who has overcome death by drinking the bitter cup himself: “The Lord and thy God pleadeth the cause of his people; behold, I [the Lord God] have taken out of thine hand the cup of trembling, the dregs of the cup of my fury; thou shalt no more drink it again” (Isa. 51:22). Jacob’s commentary on Isaiah 50–51 allows a reading of these chapters that would not likely be considered otherwise.

In 2 Nephi 10, Jacob’s commentary on Isaiah continues. Once again Jacob identifies the major themes that accompany his reading of Isaiah. From 2 Nephi 10 we read:

1. Christ would come, and Israel would reject and crucify him (see 2 Ne. 10:3).

2. Israel would be “scattered among all nations” (see 2 Ne. 10:6).

3. According to the covenant, the house of Israel would be “restored in the flesh, upon the earth, unto the lands of their inheritance” (see 2 Ne. 10:7).

4. “The Gentiles shall be great in the eyes of [God]” in bringing about this gathering (see 2 Ne. 10:8).

Jacob then shows his consistency with his brother Nephi and his father, Lehi, by quoting from Isaiah 49, the same book Nephi had quoted in 1 Ne. 21: “Yea, the kings of the Gentiles shall be nursing fathers unto them, and their queens shall become nursing mothers; wherefore, the promises of the Lord are great unto the Gentiles” (2 Ne. 10:9). Jacob then takes this promise of the Lord to the Gentiles one step further with a commentary on Isaiah 49:23 (Isa. 49:23) when he says, “I will soften the hearts of the Gentiles, that they shall be like unto a father to them; wherefore, the Gentiles shall be blessed and numbered among the house of Israel” (2 Ne. 10:18).

Nephi’s Prophetic Insights – 2 Nephi 2-12

With these background commentaries on Isaiah by Lehi, Nephi, and Jacob, we can better anticipate and search out Isaiah’s meanings in the long section of Isaiah comprising 2 Nephi 12–24 (Isa. 2–14).  Nephi’s major commentary on these 13 chapters comes by way of summary and conclusion in 2 Nephi 25, the chapter immediately following the long Isaiah quotation.

Nephi tells us in 2 Nephi 25 that Isaiah’s metaphoric and poetic language is difficult to understand (see 2 Ne. 25:1–6), but that he, Nephi, will give us his own version of Isaiah’s prophecy “according to my plainness” (see 2 Ne. 25:7).

… Using as a guide Nephi’s commentary on Isaiah in 2 Nephi 11 and 25, especially verses 9–17, we can make our way more confidently through these 13 chapters of Isaiah. Nephi concludes his summary of the long quotation of Isaiah by quoting two significant passages from Isaiah in 2 Nephi 25:17: “And the Lord will set his hand again the second time to restore his people from their lost and fallen state [quoting from Isa. 11:11]. Wherefore, he will proceed to do a marvelous work and a wonder among the children of men [quoting from Isa. 29:14].”

It is interesting to note that Nephi’s statement that the events depicted in Isaiah 11 would take place “in the last days” (2 Ne. 25:8) was confirmed at the time of Moroni’s visit to the Prophet Joseph Smith. We read in Joseph Smith—History 1:40, “In addition … he [Moroni] quoted the eleventh chapter of Isaiah, saying that it was about to be fulfilled.”

The commentary in 2 Nephi 26 and 27 is the most helpful explanation we have of Isaiah 29 in the Book of Mormon. It differs from earlier commentaries by providing not only introductory and summarizing remarks but also the most specific scriptural intertextual commentary on the matter.

The first 11 verses of 2 Nephi 26 prophesy of the eventual destruction of the Nephite nation, a branch of the house of Israel, concluding with, “And when these things have passed away a speedy destruction cometh unto my people” (2 Ne. 26:10).  Nephi then turns his attention to Isaiah’s prophecy about the restoration of the Nephite nation in the last days. Without Nephi’s commentary, no reader would be able to correctly understand this chapter of Isaiah.

Nephi begins: “But behold, I prophesy unto you concerning the last days; concerning the days when the Lord God shall bring these things forth unto the children of men.

“After my seed and the seed of my brethren shall have dwindled in unbelief, and shall have been smitten by the Gentiles …” (2 Ne. 26:14–15). Then with only a “yea” as a connector, Nephi begins quoting from Isaiah 29:3 [Isa. 29:3], changing Isaiah’s first-person narrative into third-person narrative: “Yea, after the Lord God shall have camped against them [i.e., against “my seed and the seed of my brethren”] round about, and shall have laid siege against them with a mount, and raised forts against them; and after they shall have been brought down low in the dust, even that they are not, yet the words of the righteous shall be written, and the prayers of the faithful shall be heard, and all those who have dwindled in unbelief [i.e., “my seed”] shall not be forgotten” (2 Ne. 26:15).

Nephi continues this methodical explication throughout 2 Nephi 26 and 27 (Isa. 29) by quoting sections of Isaiah, then commenting, then resuming his quoting more of Isaiah.

… Nephi continues this intertextual commentary on Isaiah 29 throughout chapters 27 and 28, but beginning with chapter 28, verse 30, Nephi’s revelation becomes identified clearly as the Lord’s revelation: “For behold, thus saith the Lord God …” It is the Lord who continues speaking throughout the remainder of chapter 28 and through the entire chapter 29.

The Savior’s Commentary on Isaiah

The last full Isaiah chapters quoted in the Book of Mormon that discuss the restoration of the house of Israel are Isaiah 52 and 54.  These two chapters are accompanied by a lengthy and detailed commentary by the Lord himself in 3 Nephi 16 and 20 to 22.  It is here that the Savior tells of visiting his other sheep, then turns his attention to the destiny of the house of Israel.  Again we read that the house of Israel will be scattered and that they will be gathered again in the last days by a Gentile nation:

“O house of Israel, in the latter day shall the truth come unto the Gentiles, that the fulness of these things shall be made known unto them. …

“And then will I remember my covenant which I have made unto my people, O house of Israel, and I will bring my gospel unto them. …

“… I will remember my covenant unto you, O house of Israel, and ye shall come unto the knowledge of the fulness of my gospel.

“But if the Gentiles will repent and return unto me, saith the Father, behold they shall be numbered among my people, O house of Israel” (3 Ne. 16:7, 11–13).

The Savior then turns to a familiar quotation from Isaiah 52:8–10: “Thy watchmen shall lift up the voice …” The quote concludes with, “The Lord hath made bare his holy arm in the eyes of all the nations; and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of God” (see 3 Ne. 16:19–20).

The Savior indicates a sequence of events for Israel’s gathering in 3 Nephi 20 and especially 21, which he introduces by saying, “I give unto you a sign, that ye may know the time when these things shall be about to take place—that I shall gather in, from their long dispersion, my people, O house of Israel, and shall establish again among them my Zion” (3 Ne. 21:1).  The verses that follow explain when this gathering will take place. The Lord incorporates several quotations from the prophet Isaiah into this explanation, including the familiar statement about the “marvelous work” (see 3 Ne. 21:9).
Then in 3 Nephi 22 the Savior quotes Isaiah 54 in its entirety.  Verse 3 is perhaps the significant verse relative to the Gentiles’ role in restoring Israel: “For thou [house of Israel] shalt break forth on the right hand and on the left, and thy seed shall inherit the Gentiles and make the desolate cities to be inhabited”.  The Savior’s comments that “great are the words of Isaiah” and that they should be searched diligently are also very instructive (see 3 Ne. 23:1–2).

Isaiah - Direct Quotations

	Isaiah 2:1–14:32
	2 Nephi 12:1–24:32

	Isaiah 11:4 2
	Nephi 30:9

	Isaiah 11:5–9
	2 Nephi 30:11–15

	Isaiah 29:5 2
	Nephi 26:18

	Isaiah 29:6–10
	2 Nephi 27:2–5

	Isaiah 29:13–24
	2 Nephi 27:25–35

	Isaiah 48:1–49:26
	1 Nephi 20:1–21:26

	Isaiah 49:22–23
	2 Nephi 6:6–7

	Isaiah 49:24–52:2
	2 Nephi 6:16–8:25

	Isaiah 52:1–3
	3 Nephi 20:36–38

	Isaiah 52:6–7
	3 Nephi 20:39–40

	Isaiah 52:7–10
	Mosiah 12:21–24

	Isaiah 52:8 
	3 Nephi 20:32

	Isaiah 52:8–10
	Mosiah 15:29–31

	Isaiah 52:8–10
	3 Nephi 16:18–20

	Isaiah 52:9–10
	3 Nephi 20:34–35

	Isaiah 52:11–15
	3 Nephi 20:41–45

	Isaiah 52:15
	3 Nephi 21:8

	Isaiah 53:1–12
	Mosiah 14:1–12

	Isaiah 53:7
	Mosiah 15:6

	Isaiah 54:1–17
	3 Nephi 22:1–17

	Isaiah 55:1
	2 Nephi 9:50


(Charting the Book of Mormon by FARMS, chart #97)

Neal A. Maxwell - As God enlarges our memories, so to speak, as we "give place" in our lives for the light and warmth of the holy scriptures, not only the periphery of our perspective but also the foundations of our faith are similarly enlarged.  

Nephi's trust in God was enlarged by Nephi's study of the scriptures - ;including the words of Isaiah, of which he had surely been aware even before obtaining the plates of Laban. Jesus Himself said, "Great are the words of Isaiah" (3 Nephi 23:1).  Isaiah's faith was great, and it in turn enlarged the faith of Nephi, as reading of Nephi's faith can enlarge our faith.

The greater the circumference of our collective spirituality, the larger the pulpit of memory from which the Holy Ghost can stir us.  We are far more likely to "come off conqueror" in our holy present if we are truly familiar with mankind's spiritual past.  (Sermons Not Spoken, p. 9)
Russell M. Nelson - Because Isaiah is quoted so extensively, he deserves mention as one of the major contributors to the Book of Mormon.  A useful footnote to 2 Nephi 12:2 in the current English edition of the LDS scriptures indicates that some 433 verses of Isaiah —roughly a third of the entire book — are quoted in the Book of Mormon.  In the English language edition, more than half (about 233 verses) differ in some detail from their biblical counterpart, “while about 200 verses have the same wording as KJV.”  One scholar of Isaiah documents that no less than 391 of the verses refer to the attributes, appearance, majesty, and mission of Jesus Christ  (see Monte S. Nyman, “Great Are the Words of Isaiah”, p. 7, 283–87).  (“A Testimony of the Book of Mormon,” Ensign, Nov 1999, p. 69)

(Lesson by Elder and Sister Larsen)
Isaiah - Paraphrases

	Isaiah 5:26
	2 Nephi 29:2

	Isaiah 5:26
	2 Nephi 29:3

	Isaiah 11:11
	2 Nephi 25:17

	Isaiah 11:11
	2 Nephi 29:1

	Isaiah 28:10
	2 Nephi 28:30

	Isaiah 28:13
	2 Nephi 28:30

	Isaiah 29:3–4
	2 Nephi 26:15–16

	Isaiah 29:4
	2 Nephi 27:6–9

	Isaiah 29:6
	2 Nephi 6:15

	Isaiah 29:11
	2 Nephi 26:17

	Isaiah 29:11–12
	2 Nephi 27:15–19

	Isaiah 29:13
	2 Nephi 28:9

	Isaiah 29:13
	2 Nephi 28:14

	Isaiah 29:14
	1 Nephi 14:7

	Isaiah 29:14
	1 Nephi 22:8

	Isaiah 29:14
	2 Nephi 25:17

	Isaiah 29:14
	2 Nephi 29:1

	Isaiah 29:15
	2 Nephi 28:9

	Isaiah 29:21
	2 Nephi 28:16

	Isaiah 40:3
	1 Nephi 10:7

	Isaiah 44:27
	Helaman 12:16

	Isaiah 45:18
	1 Nephi 17:36

	Isaiah 49:22
	2 Nephi 29:2

	Isaiah 49:22–23
	1 Nephi 22:6

	Isaiah 49:22–23
	1 Nephi 22:8

	Isaiah 51:10
	Helaman 12:16

	Isaiah 52:1–2
	Moroni 10:31

	Isaiah 52:7
	1 Nephi 13:37

	Isaiah 52:7
	Mosiah 15:14

	Isaiah 52:7
	Mosiah 15:15–18

	Isaiah 52:10
	1 Nephi 22:10

	Isaiah 52:10
	1 Nephi 22:11

	Isaiah 52:12
	3 Nephi 21:29

	Isaiah 53:10
	Mosiah 15:10

	Isaiah 54:2
	Moroni 10:31

	Isaiah 55:1
	2 Nephi 26:25

	Isaiah 55:2
	2 Nephi 9:51


(Charting the Book of Mormon by FARMS, chart #97)
James E. Faust - Nephi quotes Isaiah extensively because Isaiah was the principal Old Testament prophet who prophesied of the coming of the Messiah.  (“The Keystone of Our Religion,” Ensign, Jan 2004, p. 2–6)
Henry B. Eyring - I have worried about the barrier of Isaiah. In fact, I have pondered this thought: “Why did Nephi put the barrier there?” … Many are more skilled than I am at putting scriptures in their historic context.  There are wonderful techniques of understanding metaphor, simile, and allegory in the scriptures, and I hope you will learn as much about that as you can.  But I hope you will learn one more thing.  As you read Isaiah in the Book of Mormon, try to believe that Nephi knew Isaiah and he knew imagery. Nephi said to liken Isaiah directly unto you.  So I tried it … assuming Nephi picked the parts of Isaiah that I, without worrying about the imagery, could take directly to my heart as if the Lord were speaking to me.  (Ensign, Feb 2004, p. 9)

Extra Material

Here’s the Nyman quote from his book’s Appendix C, not summarized as we did at the beginning of this lesson document –

There are sixty-six chapters, containing a total of 1292 verses, in the present-day KJV text of Isaiah.  Nineteen of the sixty-six chapters are quoted in their entirety in the Book of Mormon, and two other chapters are quoted in their entirety except for 2 verses in each chapter. The first 2 verses of one other chapter are quoted in the Book of Mormon, and 1 verse from each of two other chapters. Eight chapters of Isaiah have verses quoted from them more than once, either completely or partially. Not counting these duplications, 425 of the 1292 verses of Isaiah are quoted in the Book of Mormon. Of these 425 verses, 229 are quoted differently from those in the King James text, while 196 are identical.



Expand this document, or create a follow-up document, that includes material from the FARMS book “Isaiah in the Book of Mormon’ –

· The “prophetic worldview of the Nephites” ala Jack Welch 

· The five keys to understanding by Donald Perry.  

· Some insights from Elder Holland’s chapter    

· Consider including a section on the symbols used by Isaiah.

Create and test an activity of looking up the chapter headings of the Isaiah chapters in the Book of Mormon and categorizing them into the 4 points of the worldview.

Find a chapter or two to analyze as a class.

