Israelite Festivals 
in the Book of Mormon


Jewish Festival Dates in 2008
	Date
	English Name
	Hebrew Name
	Jewish Date

	20 Mar
	Fast of Esther
	Ta'anit Ester 
	11 Adar (I) 5768

	21 Mar
	Festival of Lots
	Purim 
	14 Adar (I) 5768

	20 Apr
	Passover
	Pesach (1st day) 
	15 Nisan 5768

	9 Jun
	Pentecost
	Shavuot 
	6 Sivan 5768

	20 Jul
	17th of Tammuz
	Shiv'a Asar b'Tammuz
	17 Tammuz 5768

	10 Aug
	9th of Av
	Tish'a b'Av 
	9 Av 5768

	30 Sep
	Jewish New Year
	Rosh Hashana 
	1 Tishri 5769

	2 Oct
	Fast of Gedalya
	Tzom Gedalya 
	4 Tishri 5769

	9 Oct
	Day of Atonement
	Yom Kippur 
	10 Tishri 5769

	14 Oct
	Festival of Booths
	Sukkot (1st day) 
	15 Tishri 5769

	22 Dec
	Festival of Lights
	Chanukka (1st day)
	25 Kislev 5769


(Calendar calculated at http://www.jewishgen.org/jos/josfest.htm.
Note that Jewish holidays begin at sundown of the previous day.)



(The following is from All Things Restored by Matthew Brown, p. 222-226)

The Book of Mormon informs us that the Nephites not only knew the details of the Law of Moses, which were recorded on the Brass Plates (see 1 Nephi 4:16), but they were also careful to keep the commandments of that Law (see 2 Nephi 5:10; 25:24; Jarom 1:5, Alma 30:3).  Under the Law of Moses, the children of Israel were required to celebrate certain festivals throughout the course of the year.  These festivals included Passover, Pentecost, and the Feast of Tabernacles.  There are passages within the Book of Mormon that imply that these festivals were also kept by the Nephites.

Passover - The festival of Passover commemorates the season when God delivered the children of Israel from the bondage of Egypt.  As part of the Passover celebration Israelite fathers were to gather their sons together and provide them with certain types of instruction (see Exodus 10:2).  Alma, in like manner, also gathered his sons to instruct them (see Alma 35:16).  Once the Israelite father gathered his sons, a series of questions and answers followed.  Three Passover questions are mentioned in Old Testament texts.  Each of these questions came to be associated, in Jewish tradition, with three different types of sons.  Alma’s conversation with his three sons follows this ancient pattern.

The wise son asked:  “What is the meaning of the testimonies, and the statutes, and the judgments, which the Lord our God hath commanded you?”  (Deuteronomy 6:20).  As Alma spoke to Helaman, his wise son, he mentioned “wisdom” no less than eight times.  He also told Helaman of God’s laws and testimonies.  Jewish tradition held that while the Israelite father presented his answers to his son’s questions he was to use “allegorical interpretations” as he spoke to “future generations.”  Interestingly, Alma does in fact employ allegorical interpretations (see Alma 37:45) and in Alma 37:19 mention is made of “future generations.”

The wicked son asked:  “What mean ye by this service?”  (Exodus 12:26).  Jewish tradition depicts this son as being one who had become an outcast because of his social crimes.  This type of son also believed false doctrines.  Alma’s son Corianton had become alienated from his ministry (see Alma 39:3), had been the cause of social problems (see Alma 39:11), and had accepted false doctrines (see Alma 41:9).

The uninformed son asked:  “What is this?”  (Exodus 13:14).  This type of son, in Jewish tradition, needed instruction in God’s law in order for him to keep from breaking it.  In correspondence to this, we see Alma teaching his son Shiblon a code of conduct (see Alma 38:11-14) and admonishing him to be diligent (see Alma 38:10).

In addition to the three sons pattern there are also several other Passover themes that can be seen in chapters 35 through 42 of the book of Alma.

	Passover Theme
	Old Testament
	Alma

	Crying out for deliverance
	Deuteronomy 26:6-7
	36:3, 18, 27

	Bitter suffering
	Exodus 12:8
	36:18, 21

	Hardness of heart
	Exodus 11:10
	35:15

	Three days and nights of darkness
	Exodus 10:22
	36:16


Pentecost - The festival of Pentecost was held fifty days after Passover.  This springtime festivity was also known as Firstfruits and was held, in part, to remember the bounteous harvest (see Numbers 28:26).  This festival also commemorated the time when God gave the Israelites his law at Mount Sinai.  In ancient times admonitions were offered during the festival of Pentecost to keep the Lord’s law.

There are some clues in the book of Mosiah that support the idea that Abinadi may have delivered his speech during the festival of Pentecost.  The interesting thing to notice in the Book of Mormon narrative is that Abinadi has reversed some of the themes.

1. Pentecost was meant to be a time of rejoicing over the firstfruits that God had so graciously bestowed upon the Israelites.  But Abinadi cursed the crops in a manner reminiscent of the curses that came upon Egypt (see Mosiah 12:6).

2. Pentecost celebrated the bounty that came after Egyptian bondage.  But Abinadi, using the language of the Egyptian episode, prophesied captivity and burdens upon those disobedient to the Lord’s counsel (see Mosiah 11:21, 23; 12:2, 5; cf. Exodus 1:11).

3. Abinadi recited the commandments God had delivered at Mount Sinai (see Mosiah 12:33).

4. Abinadi’s “face shone with exceeding luster, even as Moses’ did while in the mount of Sinai, while speaking with the Lord” (Mosiah 13:5; cf. Exodus 34:29-30).

5. Both the Sinai recital and Abinadi’s speech employ “furnace” imagery (see Mosiah 12:3; cf. Exodus 19:18).

6. Pentecost appears to have been celebrated for three days (see Exodus 19:11) while Abinadi’s trial was put off for three days, possibly because of the Pentecost celebration (see Mosiah 17:6).

7. Psalm 50 has been identified by biblical scholars as a Pentecost Psalm.  There are several parallels between Psalm 50 and Abinadi’s speech.

	Theme
	Psalms
	Mosiah

	God shall come
	50:3
	15:1

	[Sincerity over outward performances]
	50:13-14
	13:11

	Keep the law of God
	50:16
	11:23

	Condemnation of the wicked
	50:18
	12:29


Feast of Tabernacles [or Booths, Sukkot] – Parallels in the Book of Mormon include - 
	Feast of Tabernacles
	Old Testament
	Mosiah

	Temple location
	Deuteronomy 31:11
	2:1

	Booths/Tents
	Leviticus 23:41-44
	2:5-6

	Speaker on platform
	Nehemiah 8:4
	2:7

	God as Creator
	Nehemiah 9:5-6
	2:20-21

	Commandments of God
	Exodus 24:3-4
	6:1-3

	Covenant with God
	Exodus 24:7
	5:5

	Blood of the covenant
	Exodus 24:8
	3:11

	Blessings/Curses
	Deuteronomy 27:14-26
	2:22, 33

	Sacrifice
	Numbers 29:12-34
	2:3

	Those who understand
	Nehemiah 10:28-29
	2:40

	Falling to the ground
	Nehemiah 8:6
	4:1-2, 6-7

	Names recorded
	Nehemiah 9:38
	6:1-3


Jubilee Celebration - Parallels can be detected between the Jubilee year celebration [held every 50 years] in ancient Israel and some of the material in the book of Mosiah.


	Jubilee
	Old Testament
	Mosiah

	Return of possessions
	Leviticus 25:10
	4:28

	No injury to one another 
	Leviticus 25:14, 17
	4:13

	Render what is due
	Leviticus 25:15-16, 50
	4:13, 28

	Prosperity follows obedience
	Leviticus 25:18-19
	2:22

	Help the poor
	Leviticus 25:35
	4:16, 26

	Use of riches
	Leviticus 24:35-37
	4:21

	Peace in the land
	Leviticus 26:6
	2:31

	Covenant with God
	Leviticus 26:9
	5:5-6

	The Lord’s dwelling
	Leviticus 26:11
	2:37

	Lord with His people
	Leviticus 26:11-12
	2:36

	Disobedient cursed
	Leviticus 26:14-33
	2:38, 3:25-27

	Walk/Go contrary
	Leviticus 26:21, 27
	2:33, 36


 (For more information see the Bible Dictionary, “Feasts”, p. 672-674.)



Passover: At Christ’s Death and at Elijah’s Return

	Date 
	Event in 
Savior’s Life
	Passover
Event
	Jewish
Day

	Mon, 28 Mar
33 a.d.
	Messiah chosen at Triumphal Entry
	Passover lamb chosen

  
	10 Nisan

  

	Fri, 1 Apr
 33 a.d
	Sacrifice of the Lamb of God
	Sacrifice of Passover lamb 
	14 Nisan

  

	Sat, 2 Apr
33 a.d.

	Liberation preached to captives in spirit prison  
	Feast commemorating liberation of captives from Egypt
	15 Nisan

  

	Sun, 3 Apr
33 a.d.

	Firstfruits of the Resurrection come forth
	Firstfruits of the harvest presented to the Lord 

  
	16 Nisan

  

	
	Events
	Jewish

	Sun, 3 Apr
1836
	Easter Sunday, Firstfruits of Passover, appearance of the Savior, then Moses, then Elias, and finally Elijah in the Kirtland Temple. 
	16 Nisan


John P. Pratt - Elias “committed the dispensation of the gospel of Abraham, saying that in us and our seed all generations after us should be blessed.” (D&C 110:12)
Elijah restored “the power to hold the key of the revelations, ordinances, oracles, powers and endowments of the fulness of the Melchizedek Priesthood and of the kingdom of God on the earth; and to receive, obtain, and perform all the ordinances belonging to the kingdom of God, even unto the turning of the hearts of the fathers unto the children, and the hearts of the children unto the fathers, even those who are in heaven.”

… So, how often does Easter Sunday occur on both April 3 and 16 Nisan, as it did in a.d. 33?  It happens less than once every century, on the average.  The year 1836 was the only such occurrence in the nineteenth century.  (These paragraphs and the elements of the table above are from “The Restoration of Priesthood Keys on Easter 1836, Part 2: Symbolism of Passover and of Elijah’s Return,” Ensign, July1985, p. 55.  Part 1 was in June.)


How Do You Say “Law” in Hebrew?

The Hebrew language uses at least six different words that are translated into English as the word law.  Torah refers to the law, especially the law of Moses, while mishpat signifies judgment or standards based on the law. 

Huqqah and hoq are similar in meaning, suggesting not only formal ordinances but also general codes of behavior. 

Mitzvah denotes divine commandments in general, and edut, while a more ambiguous term, often signifies a written law.  For example, King David counseled Solomon to keep God’s “statutes [huqqot], and his commandments [mitzvot], and his judgments [mishpatim], and his testimonies [edut], as it is written in the law [torah] of Moses” (1 Kings 2:3).  Similarly, Nephi states that his people observed “the judgments, and the statutes, and the commandments of the Lord in all things, according to the law of Moses” (2 Nephi 5:10).  

The striking similarities between these texts reveal that the Hebrew-speaking Nephites and the ancient Israelites conceived law in much the same way.  (See 2 Nephi 5:10; Mosiah 6:6; Alma 8:17; 30:3; 58:40; Helaman 3:20; 15:5; 1 Kings 2:3.)

	Hebrew
	Translation
	Meanings and contexts

	Torah
	law, law of Moses
	teachings, instructions

	mishpat
	judgment
	pronouncement of a verdict, standards of behavior

	huqqah
	statute, ordinance
	custom, manner, decree, portion, order, prescription, limit 

	hoq
	statute, ordinance
	the masculine form of huqqah, used in place of huqqah.  (Note: statute and ordinance do not appear together in the Book of Mormon, because they are from the same original word.)

	mitzvah
	commandment
	frequently signifies divine commandments, bar mitzvah = “son of the commandment”

	edut
	testimony, witness
	often a monument, stele, or book of the law


(From Charting the Book of Mormon by the Maxwell Institute, chart #119)
(Lesson by Zan and Misty Larsen, http://lessons.elarsen.net)

Extra Material



When Did Jesus Appear To The Nephites?

3 Nephi 8:5-6 - And it came to pass in the thirty and fourth year, in the first month, on the fourth day of the month, there arose a great storm… [Thus the start of the destruction and three days of darkness.]
3 Nephi 10:18 - And it came to pass that in the ending of the thirty and fourth year, behold, I will show unto you …soon after the ascension of Christ into heaven he did truly manifest himself unto them.

John Welch - Traditionally, all Israelites (and hence Nephites) were instructed to gather at the temple three appointed times each year, namely for the feasts of Passover, Pentecost, and Tabernacles… There is considerable circumstantial evidence that the Nephites, who were strict in their observance of the law of Moses "in all things" (2 Nephi 5:10, Jarom 1:5; Alma 30:3; 3 Nephi 1:24), observed these essential Israelite festivals… The purposes and themes of these ritual days related closely to covenant-making, law-giving, and prophetic instruction, which are also dominant themes in the Sermon at the Temple.

If the Nephites were assembled on one of these traditional holy days sometime after the signs of Jesus' death had been given, they probably would have wondered what they should do next. We know that they observed the law of Moses until Jesus proclaimed its fulfillment (see 3 Nephi 1:24-25; 15:2-8), but while Jesus' voice, which was heard out of the darkness, had announced the end of the Mosaic law at the time of his death (see 3 Nephi 9:17), no new instructions had yet been given to the Nephites about the new law that was to take its place. …They must have wondered if it was still appropriate for them to continue using their old ritual order….  

Particularly important for the law of Moses and for the covenant of Israel with the Lord were two feasts, one called Shavuot in Hebrew (Pentecost in Greek), which came in June fifty days after Passover … The feast of Shavuot would have been celebrated in Bountiful a few months after the Passover crucifixion and shortly after the best-known ascension of Jesus from Jerusalem, reported in Acts 1. Such a scenario would thus make good sense of the reference in 3 Nephi 10:18 to Christ's appearing in Bountiful "soon after" his ascension… The tension between [these] words… and the phrase "in the ending of the thirty and fourth year" (3 Nephi 10:18) remains unresolved, however, under any theory.  (The Sermon at the Temple and the Sermon on the Mount, p. 33.)  
Kingship - Another of the striking parallels that exists between the Book of Mormon and the Bible is the royal coronation pattern.  Notice that even though the elements of the pattern are scattered throughout the tests of the Bible, they are all mentioned in Book of Mormon texts.

	Coronation
	Old Testament
	Book of Mormon

	Temple setting
	2 Kings 11:14
	Mosiah 1:18

	Platform
	2 Chronicles 6:13
	Mosiah 2:7

	Insignia
	2 Kings 11:12
	Mosiah 1:15-16

	Anointing
	1 Kings 1:39
	Mosiah 6:3/Jacob 1:9

	Presentation
	1 Kings 1:34, 39
	Mosiah 2:30

	Throne name
	2 Kings 24:17
	Jacob 1:10-11

	Divine adoption
	2 Samuel 7:14
	Mosiah 5:6-12


Covenant Renewal - The formal structure of the Old Testament treaty/covenant pattern can be clearly seen in the record of the Nephites.

	Covenant
	Old Testament
	Mosiah

	Preamble
	Exodus 19:3; 20:1
	2:9 [1:1-2:9]

	Antecedent history
	Exodus 19:4; 20:2
	2:9-21, 23-24, 25-30

	Terms of the covenant
	Exodus 19:5-6; 20:3-23:19
	2:22, 24, 31-41; 4:6-30

	Formal witness
	Exodus 19:8; 24:3
	5:2-8

	Blessings and curses
	Exodus 19:5; 23:20-33
	5:9-15 [3:24-27]

	Recital of the covenant and deposit of the text
	Exodus 19:7; 24:4-8
	[2:8-9] 6:1-3, 6


