Sherem & Korihor

Sophist - One skilled in elaborate and devious argumentation … Any of a group of professional fifth-century B.C. Greek philosophers and teachers who speculated on theology, metaphysics, and the sciences, and who were later characterized by Plato as superficial manipulators … (answers.com)
Hugh Nibley - There is the devout Sherem, loudly proclaiming his loyalty to the Church and his desire to save it from those who believe without intellectual proof.  There is Alma, who represents the rebellion of youth against the teachings of the fathers.  There is Nehor, the Great Liberal, proclaiming that the Church should be popular and democratic, but insisting that he as an intellectual be given special respect and remuneration.  There is Amlici, whose motive was power and whose tool was intellectual appeal.  There is Korihor, the typical Sophist.  There is Gadianton, whose criminal ambitions were masked by intellectual respectability.  For the Old World an exceedingly enlightening tract on the ways of the intellectuals is Justin Martyr's debate with Trypho, which is also an interesting commentary on the Book of Mormon intellectuals whose origin is traced directly back to the "Jews at Jerusalem." (An Approach to the Book of Mormon, 3rd edition, p. 361)

2 Nephi 9:28 - O that cunning plan of the evil one!  O the vainness, and the frailties, and the foolishness of men!  When they are learned they think they are wise, and they hearken not unto the counsel of God, for they set it aside, supposing they know of themselves, wherefore, their wisdom is foolishness and it profiteth them not.  And they shall perish.

Sherem's Accusations Against Jacob

An interesting encounter is reported in Jacob 7 between Sherem and Jacob.  In light of the ancient Israelite criminal law that was in force among the Nephites at this time and at least to the reforms of Mosiah (2 Ne. 5:10; Jarom 1:5; Mosiah 17:7-8; Alma 1:17), it is evident that Sherem's accusations were serious allegations.  On three accounts, he accused Jacob of offenses punishable by death:

Ye have (1) led away much of this people that they pervert the right way of God, and keep not the law of Moses which is the right way; and convert the law of Moses into the worship of a being which ye say shall come many hundred years hence.  And now behold, I, Sherem, declare unto you that this is (2) blasphemy; for no man knoweth of such things; for he (3) cannot tell of things to come (Jacob 7:7).

Each of Sherem's accusations can be traced to specific provisions in preexilic Israelite law:

1. Causing public apostasy.  Leading other people or a city into apostasy was recognized as a serious infraction under the law of Moses and the Talmud.  Deuteronomy 13:1-18 condemns to death any person, whether a prophet, or brother, or son, or wife, who says to the inhabitants of their city, "Let us go and serve other gods, which ye have not known" (Deut. 13:2, 6, 13).  "Thou shalt not consent unto him, nor hearken unto him; … but thou shalt surely kill him" (Deut. 13:8-9).

In essence Sherem first claimed that Jacob had led the people away, i.e., into a state of apostasy from the way of God.  Sherem claimed that Jacob had caused the people to pervert the right way of God, to keep not the law, and to convert the law into the worship of an unknown god.  Indeed, the law of Moses defines the crime of causing apostasy as trying to thrust the people "out of the way which the Lord thy God commanded thee to walk in" (Deut. 13:5).

Moreover, Sherem's point that Jacob had converted the observance of the law of Moses into the worship of an unknown future being seems to have been based on the Deuteronomic prohibition against turning to serve new gods "which ye have not known" (Deut. 13:2, 6, 13).

2. Blasphemy.  Sherem's second accusation also raised a capital charge.  It was a felony under the law of Moses to blaspheme (Ex. 20:7; Lev. 24:10-16).  Leviticus 24 established that any person who blasphemed, even in a brawl, was to be stoned to death.  Sherem raised the charge of blasphemy against Jacob when he formally accused him, saying, "I, Sherem, declare unto you that this is blasphemy" (Jacob 7:7).

While the ancient history of the crime of blasphemy is obscure, this offense apparently embraced many forms of insolent or seditious speech, whether against God, against the king (1 Kings 21:10), against another man, or against holy places or things, including the law (cf. Acts 6:13).
3. False prophecy.  Sherem's words also advanced a claim of false prophecy.  The test for whether a prophet had spoken truly or falsely was usually to see "if the thing follow not, nor come to pass" (Deut. 18:22).  Apparently Sherem tried to preclude this defense when he objected that Jacob had spoken of things too far distant in the future.  When Sherem asserted categorically that "no man knoweth of such things," he seems to be arguing that prophecies of that nature should not be easily tolerated under the law. With shorter-term prophecies, one has the chance to test them within a reasonable time.

Deuteronomy 18:20 requires that a man shall be put to death if he speaks "in the name of other gods."  One can understand how Jacob's "preaching . . . the doctrine of Christ" (Jacob 7:6) could have been deviously characterized by Sherem as a form of speaking "in the name of" another god, for the Nephites had begun worshipping God only in the name of Christ (2 Ne. 25:13-19; Jacob 4:5).  Perhaps Book of Mormon prophets insisted so emphatically that God and his Son were but "one God" (2 Ne. 31:21; Alma 11:28-29, 35), partly to affirm that speaking in the name of one was not to be construed legally as speaking in the name of any other god.

Thus, Sherem's allegations were not merely vague rhetorical criticisms; they were well-formulated accusations, logically derived from specific provisions of the ancient law.  Sherem's words put Jacob's life in jeopardy.  If allowed to stand, these accusations would have justified Jacob's execution.

At the same time, Sherem also put his own life on the line.  The ancient punishment for a false accuser was to suffer that which "he had thought to have done unto his brother" (Deut. 19:19).  Not only does this show that Sherem was deeply committed to his views and dead serious about the charges he raised against his "brother Jacob" (Jacob 7:6), it also explains the sense of legal justice that exists in the fact that, in the end, Sherem was smitten by God and soon died.  (The above material is from Insights: An Ancient Window, a newsletter by the Maxwell Institute, Jan. 1991, available online.)
Clyde J. Williams - … Satan gains power over people because they lack gospel knowledge.  The Lord through Isaiah lamented, "Therefore, my people are gone into captivity, because they have no knowledge; and their honorable men are famished, and their multitude dried up with thirst" (2 Ne. 15:13).  Nephi mourned for his people, saying, "They will not search knowledge, nor understand great knowledge, when it is given unto them in plainness, even as plain as word can be" (2 Ne. 32:7).  Without the gospel individuals are deprived of the "bread of life" and the "living water" (John 6:48, 4:10).  Thus, they are spiritually "famished" and "dried up with thirst."

One reason Sherem, the anti-Christ, was able to deceive the Nephites was that they lacked scriptural knowledge.  Only after Jacob had confronted Sherem and Sherem confessed his lies did the people realize the error of their ways.  In Jacob 7:23 we read, "And it came to pass that peace and the love of God was restored again among the people; and they searched the scriptures, and hearkened no more to the words of this wicked man".  (From his chapter in Doctrines of the Book of Mormon: 1991 Sperry Symposium on the Book of Mormon, p. 245-251)
The Teachings of Korihor - Alma 30

	#
	V
	Quote by Korihor - (“Korihorism”)
	Modern Term

	1.
	12
	"there should be no Christ"
	Anti-Christian

	2.
	13
	"bound down under a foolish and vain hope"
	Negativism

	3.
	13
	"no man can know of anything which is to come"
	Agnosticism

	4.
	15
	"ye cannot know of things which ye do not see"
	Empiricism

	5.
	16
	"it is the effect of a frenzied mind"
	Psychological
explanation

	6.
	16
	"a belief of things which are not so"
	Positivism

	7.
	17
	"every man fares in this life according to the management of the creature"
	Sophism

	8.
	17
	"every man prospers according to his genius"
	Naturalism

	9.
	17
	"every man conquers according to his strength"
	Egoism

	10.
	17
	"whatsoever a man does is no crime"
	Relativism

	11.
	18
	"lift up their heads in wickedness"
	Hedonism

	12.
	18
	"when a man dies, that is the end thereof"
	Nihilism

	13.
	23
	"priests usurp power and authority over people"
	Anti-Religion

	14.
	24
	"ye do not know that they are true"
	Skepticism

	15.
	28
	"a being who never has been seen or known, who never was nor ever will be"
	Atheism


 (Taken from Charting the Book of Mormon by Farms, chart #78)

Hugh Nibley - One of the most interesting features of the Book of Mormon is the inclusion in it of long speeches by false prophets.  These men are skilled Sophists who use all the stock arguments against the gospel with practiced skill and great success ... The split between rationalists and believers, which runs right through the Book of Mormon from the first page to the last, is what Goodenough calls the perennial conflict in Judaism between the "horizontal" and the "vertical" types of religion, that is, between the comfortable and conventional religion of forms and observances as opposed to a religion of revelations, dreams, visions, and constant awareness of the reality of the other world and the poverty of this one. (Since Cumorah, 2nd ed., p. 240)
The Ways of the Devil - 2 Nephi 28:3–31

	#
	V
	Quotation
	Tactic

	1.
	3
	"built up, and not unto the Lord"
	Misappropriation

	2.
	3
	"I am the Lord’s"
	Exclusivism

	3.
	4
	"contend one with another"
	Disputation

	4.
	4
	"teach with their learning"
	Sophism

	5.
	4
	"deny the Holy Ghost, which giveth utterance"
	Cynicism

	6.
	5
	"deny the power of God"
	Secularism

	7.
	5
	"the Redeemer hath done his work"
	Historicism

	8.
	5
	"he hath given his power unto men"
	Empowerment

	9.
	6
	"believe it not"
	Skepticism

	10.
	6
	"he is not a God of miracles"
	Naturalism

	11.
	7
	"eat, drink, and be merry"
	Hedonism

	12.
	7
	"tomorrow we die"
	Fatalism

	13.
	7
	"it shall be well with us"
	Cavalierism

	14.
	8
	"many . . . shall say"
	Popularism

	15.
	8
	"nevertheless, fear God"
	Appearances

	16.
	8
	"justify in committing a little sin"
	Rationalizing

	17.
	8
	"take the advantage of one because of his words"
	Criticism

	18.
	8
	"dig a pit for thy neighbor"
	Entrapment

	19.
	8
	"no harm in this"
	Legalism

	20.
	8
	"do all these things"
	Permissivism

	21.
	8
	"God will beat us with a few stripes"
	Leniency

	22.
	9
	"many ... shall teach after this manner"
	Faddism

	23.
	9
	"false"
	Sensationalism

	24.
	9
	"vain"
	Egotism

	25.
	9
	"foolish"
	Imprudence

	26.
	9
	"puffed up in their hearts"
	Arrogance

	27.
	9
	"hide their counsels from the Lord"
	Self-Deception

	28.
	10
	"blood of the saints shall cry"
	Persecutionism

	29.
	11
	"they have become corrupted"
	Corruptionism

	30.
	13
	"rob the poor"
	Oppressionism

	31.
	13
	"because of their fine sanctuaries"
	Ostentationism

	32.
	13
	"their fine clothing"
	Narcissism

	33.
	13
	"persecute the meek and the poor in heart"
	Supremism

	34.
	13
	"stiff necks and high heads"
	Elitism

	35.
	14
	"abominations and whoredoms"
	Immorality

	36.
	15
	"pervert the right way of the Lord"
	Distortionism

	37.
	16
	"turn aside the just for a thing of naught"
	Trivialism

	38.
	16
	"revile against that which is good"
	Meanness

	39.
	16
	"say that it is of no worth"
	Dismissivism

	40.
	20
	"rage in the hearts of the children"
	Tantrumism

	41.
	20
	"anger against that which is good"
	Emotionalism

	42.
	21
	"others will he pacify"
	Mollifying Pacifism

	43.
	21
	"into carnal security"
	Materialism

	44.
	22
	"others he flattereth"
	Toadyism

	45.
	22
	"there is no hell"
	Relativism

	46.
	24
	"wo be unto him that is at ease in Zion"
	Complacency

	47.
	29
	we need no more of the word of God"
	Secularism

	48.
	31
	putteth his trust in man"
	Faithless Humanism


(Taken from Charting the Book of Mormon by Farms, chart #79)
Rodney Turner - [Regarding the Zoramites and their Rameumptom,] having taken care of their spiritual obligations for the week, "they returned to their homes, never speaking of their God again until they had assembled themselves together again to the holy stand." (Alma 31:23)  Their choral exercise in vanity sufficed to appease their God and permitted them to freely indulge themselves.  Having been predestined to holiness and salvation, they had no need for daily prayer or obedience to restrictive commandments.  The issue of life after death had been fully and happily settled; they could get on with the things of this world.  Such is the underlying assumption of every "Sunday religion."  It renders God a practical irrelevance.  He exists, but he need not be taken too seriously.  The false doctrines of Sherem, Nehor, Korihor, and Zoram were both predictive and representative of those apostate religious beliefs—Christian and non-Christian—that shroud the world in spiritual darkness in these latter days.  (Studies in Scripture, Vol. 8: Alma 30 to Moroni, p. 16.) 

(Lesson by Elder and Sister Larsen.)

Presentation Notes

1. Hand out each of the sections in the definitions list below.  Ask each student to be ready to read it and then explain it or give an example of it.

2. Hand out blank sheets of paper.  

3. Regarding the 15 Korihor-isms say, “Imagine that during this year people at school or at work will say these things to you.  Write your response to each one.”  Afterward share and discuss.  

Emphasize that these issues will come up repeatedly throughout life.  By pondering them and thinking them through, we can prepare ourselves with appropriate, kind and helpful responses.

Write responses on the board.  Ask the class to identify which of them would be especially useful to a questioner who is a sincere friend.

4. Regarding the 48 “Ways of the Devil”, pick 5 of them in advance.  Point them out to the class and ask the students to write down ways to combat them in their own lives.  Afterward share and discuss.

According to modern philosophy, logic is the highest form of reasoning, and mathematics is the purest form of logic.  Consider the following proof - 

A = B

A2 = AB

A2 – B2 = AB – B2
(A + B) (A - B) = B(A – B)

A + B = B

B + B = B

2B = B

2 = 1

Remember that this is only simple algebra.  No advanced calculus is involved.  (Then review 2 Nephi 9:28, ”the frailties of men”.)

Definitions

Teachings of Korihor

Anti-Christian – opposing, hostile to, or combating those who believe in Christ.
Negativism - an attitude of mind marked by skepticism especially about nearly everything affirmed by others

Agnosticism - the view that any ultimate reality (as God) is unknown and probably unknowable.

Empiricism - a theory that all knowledge originates in experience.

Psychological explanation - of or relating to the mental or behavioral characteristics of an individual or group.

Positivism - a theory that theology and metaphysics are earlier imperfect modes of knowledge and that knowledge is based on natural phenomena. 

Sophism - an argument apparently correct in form but actually invalid; especially : such an argument used to deceive.

Naturalism - a theory denying that an event or object has a supernatural significance; specifically : the doctrine that scientific laws are adequate to account for all phenomena.

Egoism - a doctrine that individual self-interest is the valid end of all actions.

Relativism - a view that ethical truths depend on the individuals and groups holding them.

Hedonism - the doctrine that pleasure or happiness is the sole or chief good in life.

Nihilism - a viewpoint that traditional values and beliefs are unfounded and that existence is senseless and useless.

Anti-Religion - opposing, hostile to, or combating those who follow an organized religion.

Skepticism - the doctrine that true knowledge or knowledge in a particular area is uncertain.

Atheism - a disbelief in the existence of deity.

The Ways of the Devil

Misappropriation - to wrongly take or make use of without authority or right (as by theft or embezzlement)

Exclusivism - the practice of limiting possession, control, or use by a single individual or group.  Being snobbishly aloof.

Disputation - arguing irritably or with irritating persistence.

Sophism - an argument apparently correct in form but actually invalid; especially : such an argument used to deceive.

Cynicism – the attitude of being contemptuously distrustful of human nature and motives.

Secularism - indifference to or rejection or exclusion of religion and religious considerations.

Historicism - a theory in which history is seen as a standard of value or as a determinant of events.

Empowerment – promoting the self-actualization or influence of power.

Skepticism - the doctrine that true knowledge or knowledge in a particular area is uncertain.

Naturalism - a theory denying that an event or object has a supernatural significance; specifically : the doctrine that scientific laws are adequate to account for all phenomena.

Hedonism - the doctrine that pleasure or happiness is the sole or chief good in life.

Fatalism - a doctrine that events are fixed in advance so that human beings are powerless to change them.

Cavalierism – an attitude marked by or given to offhand and often disdainful dismissal of important matters.

Popularism - claiming to represent the common people and their interests.

Appearances - external show, outward aspect.

Rationalizing - to create an excuse or more attractive explanation for.

Criticism - to find fault with, point out the faults of.

Entrapment – the action of luring an individual into a compromising statement or act.

Legalism - strict, literal, or excessive conformity to the law or to a religious or moral code.

Permissivism – Assuming authority in granting or tending to grant permission.

Leniency - the quality or state of being soothing or easing influence, relieving pain or stress.
Extra Material

Maybe segue into “to a testimony must be added knowledge”.

Hugh Nibley - Amalickiah is one of a line of brilliant trouble-makers who keep things stirred up through the turbulent pages of the Book of Mormon. Beginning with Laman and Lemuel we meet in order Sherem, Amulon, Nehor, Amlici, Zeezrom, Korihor, Zerahemnah, and now, neither last nor least, Amalickiah.  All of these men had certain traits in common:  all were personally ambitious and unscrupulous, aspiring to be either king or the religious head of the people; all were powerful speakers and clever propagandists, skilled in the use of "flattering words"; all sought to undermine, if they could not seize, the highest authority of the church and state, being particularly opposed to popular government and drawing their support from those who sought to overthrow it.  (Since Cumorah, 2nd edition, p. 302)

Hugh Nibley - One of the most interesting features of the Book of Mormon is the inclusion in it of long speeches by false prophets.  These men are skilled Sophists who use all the stock arguments against the gospel with practiced skill and great success.  It is hard for a philosopher today to find anything to add to the arguments of Sherem, Korihor, Zeezrom, or Nehor.

But are not such arguments typical of a later age, that of the schoolmen in the days when Greek thought had pervaded the East?  Indeed they are, but their history goes clear back to the beginning.  The split between rationalists and believers, which runs right through the Book of Mormon from the first page to the last, is what Goodenough calls the perennial conflict in Judaism between the "horizontal" and the "vertical" types of religion, that is, between the comfortable and conventional religion of forms and observances as opposed to a religion of revelations, dreams, visions, and constant awareness of the reality of the other world and the poverty of this one. (Since Cumorah, 2nd edition, p. 240)  (Italicized part not used in document above)
Foreseeing the Future

Korihor claimed that “no man can know of anything which is to come".  Modern physics gives glimpses that the issue may not be that simple.  See the quotes on “time” by Einstein, Hawking and others in the handout document titled “Abraham, The Stars.doc”.  

However, physicists agree “you cannot travel fast enough to see your own future”.  (The Matter Myth by Paul Davies and John Gribbon, p. 83.)  Nevertheless, if we accept that God and angels can visit earth from heaven without traveling the immense distances in between, then time is also something that they have somehow mastered.

How Satan Gains Power

(From  Clyde J. Williams’ chapter in Doctrines of the Book of Mormon: 1991 Sperry Symposium on the Book of Mormon, p. 245-251)

In the book of Revelation, chapter 12, Satan is depicted as a dragon with seven heads.  Perhaps one of the reasons for the multiple heads is to convey that Satan has many ways or "fronts" from which he can attack.  The various ways and means by which Satan is attempting to accomplish his goals are also described in the Book of Mormon.

First, Satan gains power over people because they lack gospel knowledge.  The Lord through Isaiah lamented, "Therefore, my people are gone into captivity, because they have no knowledge; and their honorable men are famished, and their multitude dried up with thirst" (2 Ne. 15:13).  Nephi mourned for his people, saying, "They will not search knowledge, nor understand great knowledge, when it is given unto them in plainness, even as plain as word can be" (2 Ne. 32:7).  Without the gospel individuals are deprived of the "bread of life" and the "living water" (John 6:48, 4:10).  Thus, they are spiritually "famished" and "dried up with thirst."

One reason Sherem, the anti-Christ, was able to deceive the Nephites was that they lacked scriptural knowledge.  Only after Jacob had confronted Sherem and Sherem confessed his lies did the people realize the error of their ways.  In Jacob 7:23 we read, "And it came to pass that peace and the love of God was restored again among the people; and they searched the scriptures, and hearkened no more to the words of this wicked man" (emphasis added).

Today individuals in the Church deceive others by their smooth words and scholarly language.  These modern Sherems call for such things as modifications in Church doctrine and liberalized moral standards.  Some are led into inactivity and even apostasy because they do not search and understand the scriptures as they are illuminated by the light of the Spirit.

Second, Satan often gains power over people when they become learned and rely on their own knowledge.  Jacob warned:  "O that cunning plan of the evil one!  O the vainness, and the frailties, and the foolishness of men!  When they are learned they think they are wise, and they hearken not unto the counsel of God, for they set it aside, supposing they know of themselves, wherefore, their wisdom is foolishness and it profiteth them not.  And they shall perish" (2 Ne. 9:28).  Frequently, some "intellectuals" in and out of the Church endeavor to spread their philosophy of doubt and defiance among those who are not spiritually alert.  They seek to undermine the doctrine, the authority, and the divinity of the Church.  They call into question the decisions and directions of the Lord's anointed.  They mock and ridicule those who wholeheartedly sustain and defend the kingdom of God.  Sherem, Nehor, and Korihor are Book of Mormon prototypes for today's undermining "intellectuals."

Third, Satan uses his deceptive influence to change peoples' perception of evil.  Isaiah wrote:  "Wo unto them that call evil good, and good evil, that put darkness for light, and light for darkness, that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!" (2 Ne. 15:20).  The Book of Mormon is full of examples of this switch in values.  From Laman and Lemuel, to King Noah, to the Gadianton robbers, we see example after example of those who professed principles that were opposite to what the truth really is.  Our society is no different.  The great switch in values has taken place in many areas, such as our music, movies, marriages, dress, and family size.  Things that are wholesome, modest, or uplifting are often ridiculed or demeaned as worthless, outdated, or unrealistic.  Things that bring fleeting, temporary pleasure are valued most in today's world.  Concerning this moral inversion, Elder W. Grant Bangerter declared, "The voices and enticements of the world make good seem evil and evil, good.  The false attractions to engage in immorality, to view that which is forbidden on your home video, to seek unbounded pleasure as if God did not exist, are, in reality, the yawning pit of hell, set there by the one who will try to bind you with his awful chains."

{NOTE:  This next paragraph might be good to bring up in the lesson.  In Misty’s opinion this relates to the modern anti-Mormon books, movies, and the protestors during conference.} 

Fourth, and closely related to the third point, Satan is stirring up people to anger against that which is good.  Nephi declared:  "For behold, at that day shall he [Satan] rage in the hearts of the children of men, and stir them up to anger against that which is good" (2 Ne. 28:20).  Laman and Lemuel were stirred to anger because of Nephi's righteousness (1 Ne. 17:45-50).  The more wicked part of the Lamanites were stirred up to anger against the Lamanite converts of Ammon and his brothers, to the point that they sought to kill them (Alma 24:19-25). 

In today's world Satan continues to incite many to anger at righteousness.  Elder Bangerter summarized our situation in the following words:  "In doing these wicked things [adultery, pornography, licentiousness, etc.] they [the world] suggest that it is not so bad anymore.  Since so much of the world accepts these actions, if we [the Latter-day Saints] resist them or speak out against them, we will be scoffed at.  We will be called prudish, Victorian, puritan, and self-righteous, as if we had become the sinners.  We will be accused of being evil-minded in our failure to appreciate the "beauty and naturalness" of the human body."  The importance of this principle is not just that Satan has caused people to perceive evil as good, but that he has used his influence to spread anger and resentment towards people and principles which are righteous.

Fifth, Satan teaches people that there is happiness in iniquity.  Samuel the Lamanite warned the Nephites of the impending fate that awaited them if they continued in their quest to find happiness in sin:  "But behold, your days of probation are past; ye have procrastinated the day of your salvation until it is everlastingly too late, and your destruction is made sure; yea, for ye have sought all the days of your lives for that which ye could not obtain; and ye have sought for happiness in doing iniquity, which thing is contrary to the nature of that righteousness which is in our great and Eternal Head" (Hel. 13:38). 

The Book of Mormon has numerous examples of those who thought wickedness would lead them to happiness, but who learned otherwise.  The Nephites in Mormon's fateful day sorrowed "because the Lord would not always suffer them to take happiness in sin" (Morm. 2:13; see also 3 Ne. 27:11).  King Noah, Corianton, and many others learned that "wickedness never was happiness" (Alma 41:10). 

Modern day advertisements and movies portray evil as the source of happiness.  Alcohol, tobacco, and infidelity are all represented as bringing easy and immediate pleasure and satisfaction.  Many media sponsors and producers maximize pleasure and minimize consequences.  Seldom do we see portrayed the pain, sorrow, and suffering caused by sin.  Satan plays upon these scenes of artificial bliss and entices many to do evil.

Sixth, Satan spreads abroad the rumor that there is no devil.  Nephi cautioned:  "And behold, others he [Satan] flattereth away, and telleth them there is no hell; and he saith unto them:  I am no devil, for there is none—and thus he whispereth in their ears, until he grasps them with his awful chains, from whence there is no deliverance" (2 Ne. 28:21-22).  Evidence of the denial of Satan and the false security it leaves in peoples' hearts is abundant.  There are those who profess belief in a devil, yet live as though Satan were not real.  By failing to keep the Sabbath day holy or by violating the laws of chastity and other God-given laws, many of our Father's children show their disbelief of the power their actions give to Satan to influence and destroy their souls.  Others say that the idea of a devil is nothing but a fictional creation of designing men who would use fear to keep people under their control.  That intellectual denial of Satan is like stepping into a boxing ring and convincing oneself there is no opponent even while one is continually pummelled by the enemy.  "We Latter-day Saints need not be, and we must not be, deceived by the sophistries of men concerning the reality of Satan," warned Elder Marion G. Romney.  "There is a personal devil, and we had better believe it.  He and a countless host of followers, seen and unseen, are exercising a controlling influence upon men and their affairs in our world today." 

Seventh, "the evil spirit teacheth not a man to pray, but teacheth him that he must not pray" (2 Ne. 32:8).  Even the righteous brother of Jared fell prey to the subtleties of Satan and was chastised by the Lord for lack of diligence in his prayers (see Ether 2:14).  Satan knows that our sole way to communicate with God is prayer.  He does all he can to cause us to forget or forgo our prayers.  Some he convinces that they cannot pray because they have committed serious transgressions.  Others he lulls away from their prayers by complacency or neglect.

Eighth, Satan uses apathy or the "all is well" approach.  Concerning the latter days Nephi warned:  "And others will he pacify, and lull them away into carnal security, that they will say:  All is well in Zion; yea, Zion prospereth, all is well—and thus the devil cheateth their souls, and leadeth them away carefully down to hell" (2 Ne. 28:21).  "The peril of this century," declared President David O. McKay, "is spiritual apathy."  Spiritual apathy, complacency, and procrastination lead to spiritual weakness and leave us dangerously susceptible to the ravages of temptation and sin.  Failure to actively choose righteousness can cost us our exaltation as surely as choosing wickedness.

Ninth,"[Satan] will justify in committing a little sin," Nephi warned (2 Ne. 28:8).  Rationalization of sin is one of the adversary's most successful tactics.  The acceptance of what some call lesser degrees of sin is a common justification in today's society.  The following phrases are often used by youth and others:  "this music isn't that bad compared to the really heavy stuff"; "if you think that's bad, you ought to hear what the kids say in school"; "all we did was neck and pet a little"; or "we didn't tell the clerk he undercharged us because the prices were so high anyway."  Nephi warned that the devil would lead many "by the neck with a flaxen cord, until he bindeth them with his strong cords forever" (2 Ne. 26:22).  A flaxen cord would be made of the fine, light-colored fiber manufactured from flax.  It would be soft and thin and easily broken.  Nevertheless, if we continue to rationalize our involvement with flaxen cords, or "little sins," eventually we will become bound with the "strong cords" and find ourselves subject to Satan.

Tenth, Satan uses contention and rumors to stir up strife.  After the preaching of Samuel the Lamanite, the condition among the Nephites was reported as follows:  "And many more things did the people imagine up in their hearts, which were foolish and vain; and they were much disturbed, for Satan did stir them up to do iniquity continually; yea, he did go about spreading rumors and contentions upon all the face of the land, that he might harden the hearts of the people against that which was good and against that which should come" (Hel. 16:22; emphasis added).  The effect of Satan's efforts ultimately led most of the people to destruction.

{NOTE:  In Misty’s opinion, the scripture below goes with the modern problems noted above – protestors, anti-literature, etc.}

During his visit among the Nephites the Savior also warned:  "For verily, verily I say unto you, he that hath the spirit of contention is not of me, but is of the devil, who is the father of contention, and he stirreth up the hearts of men to contend with anger, one with another" (3 Ne. 11:29; emphasis added).  The downfall of both the Nephite and the Jaredite nations is a sober reminder of the role contention plays in the destruction of a people.  The spirit of contention leads to family conflicts and neighborhood disputes.  It is also the wind that fans the flames of war and strife between nations.  Pride, selfishness, and the pursuit of power are set forth in the Book of Mormon as preludes to contention and contention as the prelude to destruction.

Rumors can be malicious attempts to harm or ruin the reputation and stability of individuals or institutions.  For instance, in recent years, there appeared forged historical documents that were designed to spread false rumors about Joseph Smith and destroy his reputation and that of the Church.  Rumor and gossip have also been the cause of many personal hardships and stumbling blocks within the general membership of the Church.  They strike at the very unity or oneness that would make us true followers of Jesus Christ (see D&C 38:27). 

Eleventh, Satan uses pride, power, and riches to lead away the hearts of the people.  Concerning the Nephites, just before the destruction that preceded Christ's coming, Mormon wrote:  "Now the cause of this iniquity of the people was this—Satan had great power, unto the stirring up of the people to do all manner of iniquity, and to the puffing them up with pride, tempting them to seek for power, and authority, and riches, and the vain things of the world.  And thus Satan did lead away the hearts of the people to do all manner of iniquity" (3 Ne. 6:15-16).  In Alma the Younger's day, people in the Church also became proud because of riches, seeking the vain things of the world.  This in turn led them to ridicule one another and persecute those who did not believe as they did (see Alma 4:6-8). 

Unfortunately for many in today's society, pride and prestige are all-important.  Materialism causes them to sacrifice spiritual goals to fulfill their worldly quest for position, possessions, and power.  Alexander Solzhenitsyn warned that while his people (the Soviets) were oppressed by Communism, the people of the western world have been oppressed by materialism, and thus he said:  "I could not recommend your society as an ideal for the transformation of ours." 

Twelfth is a catch-all:  all the ways and means Satan uses to drag us down cannot be numbered.  King Benjamin declared:  "And finally, I cannot tell you all the things whereby ye may commit sin; for there are divers ways and means, even so many that I cannot number them" (Mosiah 4:29). 

Satan may not get us to commit adultery, murder, or rob a bank but then he doesn't have to in order to cause us to lose our exaltation.  All he has to do is cause us to be distracted from the things that matter most.  Sins of omission and complacency are just as effective in depriving us of exaltation as are more serious sins of commission.  The distance by which we miss the mark of celestial glory will not matter.  What will matter is that we missed.

