Chastisement

Lucy Mack Smith - … My husband had occasion to send him [the prophet Joseph] to Manchester on business.  As he set off early in the day we expected him home at most by six o'clock in the evening, but when six o'clock came he did not arrive.  We always had a peculiar anxiety about him whenever he was absent, for it seemed as though something was always taking place to jeopardize his life.  But to return.  He did not get home till the night was far spent.  On coming in he threw himself into a chair, apparently much exhausted.  My husband did not observe his appearance and immediately exclaimed, "Joseph, why are you so late?  has anything happened to you?  we have been much distressed about you these three hours.”  As Joseph made no answer he continued his interrogations, until, finally, I said, "Now, father, let him rest a moment - don't trouble him now - you see he is home safe and he is very tired, so pray wait a little.”     

The fact was I had learned to be a little cautious about matters with regard to Joseph, for I was accustomed to see him look as he did on that occasion and I could not easily mistake the cause thereof.   
Presently he smiled and said in a calm tone, "I have taken the severest chastisement that I have ever had in my life.”

My husband, supposing that it was from some of the neighbors, was quite angry and observed, "I would like to know what business anybody has to find fault with you!"     

"Stop, father, stop," said Joseph, "it was the angel of the Lord.  As I passed by the hill of Cumorah, where the plates are, the angel met me and said that I had not been engaged enough in the work of the Lord; that the time had come for the record to be brought forth; and that I must be up and doing and set myself about the things which God had commanded me to do.  But, father, give yourself no uneasiness concerning the reprimand which I have received, for I now know the course that I am to pursue, so all will be well.”  (History of Joseph Smith by His Mother, p. 100)
Joseph Smith - We admire the confidence and love which our brethren have manifested in them [i.e., in letters], in giving us sharp, piercing, and cutting reproofs, which are calculated to wake us up and make us search about ourselves, and put a double watch over ourselves in all things that we do.  And we acknowledge that it is our duty to receive all reproofs and chastisements given of the Spirit of the most Holy One.  And if being chastised and reproved of what we are guilty seems not to be joyous for the present but grievous, O, how wounding and how poignant must it be to receive chastisements and reproofs for things that we are not guilty of, from a source we least expect them, arising from a distrustful, a fearful, and jealous spirit.  (The Personal Writings of Joseph Smith, p. 315)
Joseph Smith - In the spirit of my calling, and in view of the authority of the Priesthood that has been conferred upon me, it would be my duty to reprove whatever I esteemed to be wrong, fondly hoping in my heart, that all parties would consider it right, and therefore humble themselves, that Satan might not take the advantage of us.  (History of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, v. 2, p. 340) 
Joseph Smith - If I did not love men, I would not reprove them.  (History of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, v. 6, p. 240)
Joseph Smith - I have no enmity against any man.  I love you all; but I hate some of your deeds.  I am your best friend, and if persons miss their mark it is their own fault.  If I reprove a man, and he hates me, he is a fool; for I love all men, especially these my brethren and sisters.  (History of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, v. 6, p. 317)
Joseph Smith - The scourge must come; repentance and humility may mitigate the chastisement, but cannot altogether avert it. (History of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, v. 2, p. 107)
Joseph Smith - Report of Wilford Woodruff: President Joseph arose and said- … "Some people say I am a fallen Prophet, because I do not bring forth more of the word of the Lord. Why do I not do it? Are we able to receive it? No! not one in this room." He then chastened the congregation for their wickedness and unbelief, "'for whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son and daughter whom he receiveth,' and if we do not receive chastisements then we are bastards and not sons."  . . "Because we will not receive chastisement at the hand of the Prophet and Apostles, the Lord chastiseth us with sickness and death … When a corrupt man is chastised he gets angry and will not endure it." ((History of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, v. 4, p. 478-479) 

Joseph Smith - We have been chastened by the hand of God heretofore for not obeying His commands, although we never violated any human law, or transgressed any human precept; yet we have treated lightly His commands, and departed from His ordinances, and the Lord has chastened us sore, and we have felt His arm and kissed the rod; let us be wise in time to come and ever remember that "to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams." The Lord has told us to build the Temple and the Nauvoo House; and that command is as binding upon us as any other; and that man who engages not in these things is as much a transgressor as though he broke any other commandment; he is not a doer of God's will, not a fulfiller of His laws. (History of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, v. 5, p. 65)     

Joseph Smith - Our heavenly Father is more liberal in His views, and boundless in His mercies and blessings, than we are ready to believe or receive; and, at the same time, is more terrible to the workers of iniquity, more awful in the executions of His punishments, and more ready to detect every false way, than we are apt to suppose Him to be. (History of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, v. 5, p. 135-136)
D&C 6:19 - Admonish him in his faults, and also receive admonition of him.  [This commandment was directed to Oliver Cowdery regarding Joseph Smith.  How would you like that task!]
ADMON'ISH  - To warn or notify of a fault; to reprove with mildness.  To counsel against wrong practices; to caution or advise.  To instruct or direct.  (Websters 1828 Dictionary)
Being Reproved Betimes

D&C 121:43 - Reproving betimes with sharpness, when moved upon by the Holy Ghost; and then showing forth afterwards an increase of love toward him whom thou hast reproved, lest he esteem thee to be his enemy;
BETI'MES, adv. [be and time, that is, by the time.]
    1. Seasonably; in good season or time; before it is late.

    2. Soon; in a short time.  (Websters 1828 Dictionary)

Royal Skousen - The ordinary reader probably interprets betimes to mean 'at times' (that is, 'occasionally' or 'sometimes'), but originally betimes meant 'early', 'immediately', or 'in good time' … ‘immediately' or 'speedily'  … 'before it is too late' … But today hardly anyone knows the word betimes, thus readers readily misread D&C 121:43.  Given the context of this verse, it seems best to interpret betimes as meaning 'promptly'.  (BYU Studies, v. 26, no. 3, 1986, p. 5)
Neal A. Maxwell - Even patience is balanced by “reproving betimes with sharpness, when moved upon by the Holy Ghost,” betimes meaning early or soon. (D&C 121:43)  (Ensign, May 1993, p.76)
Robert L. Simpson - The Savior became upset and overwrought on at least one very trying occasion. Do you remember the episode in the temple as he drove out the money changers? This is compatible with his continued advice as he justifies you and me: "Reproving betimes with sharpness …" (D&C 121:43.)  (Conference Report, April 1964, p. 69)
David O. Mckay - "Reproving betimes with sharpness when moved upon by the Holy Ghost;" - that limiting clause is very significant - "Reproving betimes with sharpness," not because of selfishness, not because of any personal antipathy, not because of personality, but "when moved upon by the Holy Ghost; and then showing forth afterwards an increase of love toward him whom thou hast reproved, lest he esteem thee to be his enemy;" (D&C 121:43)  You may search through pedagogies, theories of teachings in vain, and find no passage that will compare with that in governing people.  (Conference Report, April 1962, p. 93)
Jonathan Golden Kimball - I grant you that men holding authority have a right to reprove sharply, but they must be sure that they are moved upon by the Holy Ghost.  [He then quotes D&C 121:43.]  Experience teaches me that when I have been angry, I am quite sure I did not have the Holy Ghost, and I was not in any proper condition to administer reproof.  It took me quite a long while to learn that.  When I became excited, fanatical, and over-zealous, I mistakenly thought it was the Spirit of the Lord, but have learned better, as the Holy Ghost does not operate that way.  My testimony is that the internal fruits of the Holy Ghost are joy, peace, patience, long suffering, and kindness.  (Conference Report, April 1907, p. 81)
Tender in Our Feelings

Brigham Young – True, there are degrees of feeling and degrees of chastisement, and you are led to chastise one man differently to what you do another.  You may, figuratively speaking, pound one Elder over the head with a club, and he does not know but what you have handed him a straw dipped in molasses to suck.  There are others, if you speak a word to them, or take up a straw and chasten them, whose hearts are broken; they are as tender in their feelings as an infant, and you will melt like wax before the flame.  You must not chasten them severely; you must chasten according to the spirit that is in the person.  Some you may talk to all day long, and they do not know what you are talking about.  There is a great variety.  Treat people as they are.  (Journal of Discourses, v. 8, p. 367)
Neal A. Maxwell - President Brigham Young observed that it is "not pleasant to our feelings" to receive a rebuke.  We may realize our error, but "we do not like to have anyone tell us" about our mistakes.  In that same sermon President Young continued by saying he wished the members of the Church, "when they are rebuked by a friend, to receive that rebuke kindly, and kiss the rod, and reverence the hand that administers it - to learn that the rebuke of a friend is for our good.”  (Journal of Discourses, v. 8, p. 364-365)  (That Ye May Believe, p. 162)
Bearing Chastisement
D&C 101:4-5 - Therefore, they must needs be chastened and tried, even as Abraham, who was commanded to offer up his only son. For all those who will not endure chastening, but deny me, cannot be sanctified.
Larry E. Dahl - Notice the two words chastened and tried.  Is there a difference in meaning between the two?  A careful examination of the scriptural use of these two words shows that chasten is generally employed when people are being corrected or punished because of disobedience.  Tried, on the other hand, is used to describe what happens to the righteous.  In D&C 98:12 the Lord specifies that the faithful were to be tried, even unto death.  Both chastening and trying are needed in the process of becoming sanctified.  Indeed, one of the meanings of chasten is "to make chaste or pure; purify; refine," and one of the meanings of try is "to make pure by melting or boiling.”  The Saints needed to be chastened "in consequence of their transgressions.” (D&C 101:2)  In addition, they needed to be tried, even as Abraham, in consequence of their righteousness.  (From his chapter in A Witness of Jesus Christ: The 1989 Sperry Symposium on the Old Testament, p. 54)
D&C 136:31 - My people must be tried in all things, that they might be prepared to receive the glory that I have for them, even the glory of Zion; and he that will not bear chastisement is not worthy of my kingdom.   
In Humility We Proceed
C. S. Lewis - Little people like you and me, if our prayers are sometimes granted, beyond all hope and probability, had better not draw hasty conclusions to our own advantage.  If we were stronger, we might be less tenderly treated.  If we were braver, we might be sent, with far less help, to defend far more desperate posts in the great battle. (The World's Last Night, p. 10-11, quoted in at least six of Elder Maxwell’s books.)  
(Lesson by Zan and Misty Larsen)

Extra Material

Royal Skousen [complete version of the quote used previously] - Finally, let us turn to an example from the Doctrine and Covenants: "reproving betimes with sharpness, when moved upon by the Holy Ghost; and then showing forth afterwards an increase of love"  (D&C 121:43).  The ordinary reader probably interprets betimes to mean 'at times' (that is, 'occasionally' or 'sometimes'), but originally betimes meant 'early', 'immediately', or 'in good time'.  For instance, in Gen. 26:31  we have the meaning 'early': "And they rose up betimes in the morning" (KJV). In the following line from Shakespeare's Merchant of Venice we have the meaning 'immediately' or 'speedily': "Let me say 'Amen' betimes, lest the Devil cross my prayer."  Finally, in Nathaniel Hawthorne's Marble Faun (published in 1860), we have the meaning 'in good time' or 'before it is too late': "It is wise, therefore, to come back betimes, or never."  But today hardly anyone knows the word betimes, thus readers readily misread  D&C 121:43.  Given the context of this verse, it seems best to interpret betimes as meaning 'promptly'.  (“Through a Glass Darkly: Trying To Understand the Scriptures”, BYU Studies, vol. 26 (1986), Number 3 - Summer 1986, p. 5)
Larry E. Dahl - It is interesting to review the Lord's own statements about his intent to test and try his people.  In the very beginning, in the planning stages of this earth, the Lord said, "We will take of these materials, and we will make an earth whereon these may dwell; and we will prove them herewith, to see if they will do all things whatsoever the Lord their God shall command them.”  (Abr. 3:24-25) All things, not just some things!  The angel taught King Benjamin this same truth: "For the natural man is an enemy to God, and has been from the fall of Adam, and will be forever and ever, unless he yields to the enticings of the Holy Spirit, and putteth off the natural man and becometh a saint through the atonement of Christ the Lord, and becometh as a child, submissive, meek, humble, patient, full of love, willing to submit to all things which the Lord seeth fit to inflict upon him, even as a child doth submit to his father.”  (Mosiah 3:19; italics added) To the beleaguered Saints being driven out of Jackson County, Missouri, the Lord affirmed that he would "give unto the faithful line upon line, precept upon precept; and I will try you and prove you herewith.  And whoso layeth down his life in my cause, for my name's sake, shall find it again, even life eternal.  Therefore, be not afraid of your enemies, for I have decreed in my heart, saith the Lord, that I will prove you in all things, whether you will abide in my covenant, even unto death, that you may be found worthy.  For if ye will not abide in my covenant ye are not worthy of me." (D&C 98:12-15)  (From his chapter in A Witness of Jesus Christ: The 1989 Sperry Symposium on the Old Testament, p. 54)
D&C 112:12 - And pray for thy brethren of the Twelve. Admonish them sharply for my name’s sake, and let them be admonished for all their sins, and be ye faithful before me unto my name.
Joseph Smith - I frequently rebuke and admonish my brethren, and that because I love them, not because I wish to incur their displeasure, or mar their happiness. Such a course of conduct is not calculated to gain the good will of all, but rather the ill will of many; therefore, the situation in which I stand is an important one; so, you see, brethren, the higher the authority, the greater the difficulty of the station; but these rebukes and admonitions become necessary, from the perverseness of the brethren, for their temporal as well as spiritual welfare. They actually constitute a part of the duties of my station and calling. (History of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, v. 2, p. 478)  


Personal note: Culture plays a role in chastisement.  For example Nephi uses pointed questions in teaching his brothers the meaning of their father’s dream.  An excerpt is 1 Nephi 15:10-12 -
Behold, I said unto them: How is it that ye do not keep the commandments of the Lord? How is it that ye will perish, because of the hardness of your hearts?
Do ye not remember the things which the Lord hath said?—If ye will not harden your hearts, and ask me in faith, believing that ye shall receive, with diligence in keeping my commandments, surely these things shall be made known unto you.

Behold, I say unto you, that the house of Israel was compared unto an olive-tree, by the Spirit of the Lord which was in our father; and behold are we not broken off from the house of Israel, and are we not a branch of the house of Israel?
This tone would be frowned upon now, at least in western culture.  In Middle Eastern culture, this might be aggressive and offensive.   (See “Parable of Good Shepherd.doc”.) 
Brother of Jared – Three Hours

Ether 2:14 - And it came to pass at the end of four years that the Lord came again unto the brother of Jared, and stood in a cloud and talked with him. And for the space of three hours did the Lord talk with the brother of Jared, and chastened him because he remembered not to call upon the name of the Lord.
Henry B. Eyring - The brother of Jared, and his caravan of people and animals, had been stopped four years in a journey they knew was to take them over many waters to a promised land.  And the Master took not a minute, not five minutes, but three hours of His time to rebuke inattention.  (“The Brother of Jared: An Expert at Learning,” Ensign, Jul 1978, p. 62)
Gordon B. Hinckley - I am not asking that all criticism be silenced.  Growth comes of correction.  Strength comes of repentance.  Wise is the man who can acknowledge mistakes pointed out by others and change his course. (“Words of the Prophet: The Spirit of Optimism,” New Era, Jul 2001, p. 4.)  


For more material, search the CD and lds.org on “severely rebuked” and “severely chastised”.  A quick scan shows of either shows interesting entries, including Joseph and Martin’s rebuke over the 116 pages.



From the 1828 Dictionary

http://1828.mshaffer.com/
REPROVE, v.t. [L. reprobo; re and probo, to prove.]

1. To blame; to censure.  I will not reprove thee for thy sacrifices - Ps. 50.

2. To charge with a fault to the face; to chide; to reprehend. Luke 3.

3. To blame for; with of; as, to reprove one of laziness.

4. To convince of a fault, or to make it manifest.

5. To refute; to disprove. [Not in use.]

6. To excite a sense of guilt. The heart or conscience reproves us.

7. To manifest silent disapprobation or blame.
SH'ARPNESS, n.

1. Keenness of an edge or point; as the sharpness of a razor or a dart.

2. Not obtuseness.

3. Pungency; acidity; as the sharpness of vinegar.

4. Pungency of pain; keenness; severity of pain or affliction; as the sharpness of pain, grief or anguish.

5. Painfulness; afflictiveness; as the sharpness or calamity.

1. And the best quarrels in the heat are curst

2. By those that feel their sharpness. Shak.

6. Sverity of language; pungency; satirical sarcasm; as the sharpness of a satire or rebuke.

3. Some did all folly with just sharpness blame. Dryden.

7. Acuteness of intellect; the power of nice discernment; quickness of understanding; ingenuity; as sharpness of wit or understanding.

8. Quickness of sense or perception; as the sharpness of sight.

9. Keenness; sverity as the sharpness of the air or weather.


Boyd K. Packer - A desire to learn is one thing. An expressed willingness to be taught and to be corrected is quite another … Many will say they want to learn but feel threatened if there is the slightest element of correction in what they are given. I have learned that few respond when that kind of teaching or correction is offered and fewer still invite it.  (http://unicomm.byu.edu/president/documents/packer.htm, accessed 8/22/09)
