To The Childless or Unmarried Daughters in Israel

Howard W. Hunter - If you are faithful, all blessings will be yours. To you unmarried women: The promises of the prophets of God have always been that the Lord is mindful of you; if you are faithful, all blessings will be yours. To be without marriage and a family in this life is but a temporary condition, and eternity is a long time. President Benson has reminded us that "time is numbered only to man. God has your eternal perspective in mind" (Ensign, November 1988, p. 97.) Fill your lives with worthwhile, meaningful activities. (Teachings of Howard W. Hunter, p. 77)

Ezra Taft Benson - …also recognize that not all women in the Church will have an opportunity for marriage and motherhood in mortality. But if those of you in this situation are worthy and endure faithfully, you can be assured of all blessings from a kind and loving Heavenly Father—and I emphasize all blessings.  I assure you that if you have to wait even until the next life to be blessed with a choice companion, God will surely compensate you. Time is numbered only to man. God has your eternal perspective in mind.  

…My humble desire for the wonderful single adult sisters of the Church is that you will receive all that the Father hath, “even an hundred fold, yea, more.”  And I promise you that indeed you will. All of the blessings of our Father in Heaven will be yours if you continue faithful, if you are true, and if you serve Him and His children with all your heart, might, mind, and strength. (Ensign, November, 1988, p. 96-97)

Spencer W. Kimball - Righteous unmarried will be deprived of no blessing. The message of the Lord through all his days was love - ove for the aged, love for the child, love for the intermediate group, and though he does not promise us all sunshine and no rain, all ease and no pain, he does promise us that much of what we do can be turned into pleasant days and pleasant times.  Single Adultsa-Kimball, Spencer W.TPI am aware of some who seemingly have not been successful in total fulfillment. Some have been on missions; they have completed their education, kept their grooming right, and yet have passed the period of their greatest opportunity, have increased in age, and while still attractive and desirable and efficient, find themselves alone and lonely.

Single Adultsa-Kimball, Spencer W.TPTo the large group of young women in this category, we can only say, you are making a great contribution to the world as you serve your families and the Church and world. You must remember that the Lord loves you and the Church loves you. We have no control over the heartbeats or the affections of men, but pray that you may find total fulfillment. And in the meantime, we promise you that insofar as your eternity is concerned, that no soul will be deprived of rich, eternal blessings for anything which that person could not help, that eternity is a long time, and that the Lord never fails in his promises and that every righteous woman will receive eventually all to which she is entitled which she has not forfeited through any fault of her own. (Teachings of Spencer W. Kimball, p. 293-294)

Joseph Fielding Smith - You good sisters, who are single and alone, do not fear, do not feel that blessings are going to be withheld from you. You are not under any obligation or necessity of accepting some proposal that comes to you which is distasteful for fear you will come under condemnation. If in your hearts you feel that the gospel is true, and would under proper conditions receive these ordinances and sealing blessings in the temple of the Lord; and that is your faith and your hope and your desire, and that does not come to you now; the Lord will make it up, and you shall be blessed - for no blessing shall be withheld.

Single AdultsMarriage, Eternala-Smith, Joseph FieldingTPThe Lord will judge you according to the desires of your hearts when blessings are withheld in this life, and he is not going to condemn you for that which you cannot help. Women, Roles ofMarriage, EternalSingle Adultsa-Smith, Joseph FieldingTP According to modern custom, it is the place of the man to take the initiative in the matter of a marriage contract. Women are, by force of such custom, kept in reserve and whether it be right or wrong for a woman to take the lead and offer a proposal of marriage, she feels, and she knows that the public would also feel, that she was acting in a forward and unbecoming manner. 

This is all wrong, but nevertheless it is the fact. The responsibility therefore rests upon the man.  Marriage, EternalSingle Adultsa-Smith, Joseph FieldingTPNo woman will be condemned by the Lord for refusing to accept a proposal which she feels she could not properly accept. In my judgment it is far better for our good girls to refuse an offer of marriage when they think that the companionship of the man would be disagreeable, or if he is one they do not and believe they cannot learn to love.  

Marriage, EternalSingle Adultsa-Smith, Joseph FieldingTPIf in her heart the young woman accepts fully the word of the Lord, and under proper conditions would abide by the law, but refuses an offer when she fully believes that the conditions would not justify her in entering a marriage contract, which would bind her forever to one she does not love, she shall not lose her reward. The Lord will judge her by the desires of the heart, and the day will come when the blessings withheld shall be given, though it be postponed until the life to come. (Doctrines of Salvation, vol. 2, p. 76)

Ardeth Kapp - If I have any comforting message for you, it is this—Peace of mind comes from keeping an eternal perspective. Motherhood, I believe, is a foreordained mission. For some, this glorious blessing may be delayed, but it will not be denied. Motherhood is an eternal reality for all women who live righteously and accept the teachings of the gospel. (Ensign, Feb. 1989, p. 21)
Brigham Young - Let me here say a word to console the feelings… of all who belong to this Church. Many of the sisters grieve because they are not blessed with offspring. You will see the time when you will have millions of children around you. If you are faithful to your covenants, you will be mothers of nations. …And when you have assisted in peopling one earth, there are millions of earths still in the course of creation. And when they have endured a thousand million times longer than this earth, it is only as it were the beginning of your creations. Be faithful, and if you are not blest with children in this time, you will be hereafter. (Journal of Discourses, 8:208.)

Neal A. Maxwell - We have special admiration for the unsung but unsullied single women among whom are some of the noblest daughters of God. These sisters know that God loves them, individually and distinctly. They make wise career choices even though they cannot now have the most choice career. Though in their second estate they do not have their first desire, they still overcome the world. These sisters who cannot now enrich the institution of their own marriage so often enrich other institutions in society. They do not withhold their blessings simply because some blessings are now withheld from them. Their trust in God is like that of the wives who are childless, but not by choice, but who in the justice of God will receive special blessings one day. (Ensign, May 1978, p. 10)

Neal A. Maxwell - Yet there are other fixed limitations in life. For instance, some have allotments including physical, mental, or geographic constraints. There are those who are unmarried, through no fault of their own, or yearning but childless couples. Still others face persistent and unreconciled relationships within their circles of loved ones, including offspring who have “[become] for themselves,” resistant to parental counsel (3 Ne. 1:29). 

In such and similar situations, there are so many prickly and daily reminders.  Being content means acceptance without self-pity. Meekly borne, however, deprivations such as these can end up being like excavations that make room for greatly enlarged souls.  Some undergo searing developments that cut suddenly into mortality’s status quo. Some have trials to pass through, while still others have allotments they are to live with. Paul lived with his “thorn in the flesh” (2 Cor. 12:7).  Suffice it to say, such mortal allotments will be changed in the world to come. (Ensign, May 2000, p. 72)

Russell M. Nelson - The day of your resurrection will be a day of judgment that will determine the kind of life you shall have hereafter.  That judgment will consider not only your actions, but also your innermost intent and heartfelt desires. Your everyday thoughts have not been lost. Scriptures speak of the “bright recollection” (Alma 11:43) and “perfect remembrance” (Alma 5:18) that your mind will provide in times of divine judgment.  The Lord knows the desires of our hearts. 

At the time of judgment, surely the special yearnings of single sisters and childless couples, for example, will be given compassionate consideration by Him who said: “I, the Lord, will judge all … according to their works, according to the desire of their hearts.” (D&C 137:9; see also Heb. 4:12; Alma 18:32; D&C 6:16; D&C 33:1; D&C 88:109.)  He will know of your longings as a wife and mother who tried diligently to serve your family and society properly. (Ensign, November 1990, p. 73)

Russell M. Nelson - For those who are childless and those without companions, remember that the eternal timetable of the Lord is much longer than the lonely hours of your preparation or the totality of this mortal life. These are only as microseconds when compared to eternity. Your willingness and your worthiness are surely known to him. The spiritual rewards of motherhood are available to all women.  (Power Within Us, p. 10)

Harold B. Lee – [Women] who have been denied the blessings of wifehood or motherhood in this life—who say in their heart, if I could have done, I would have done, or I would give if I had, but I cannot, for I have not—the Lord will bless you as though you had done, and the world to come will compensate for those who desire in their hearts the righteous blessings that they were not able to have because of no fault of their own. (Ye Are the Light of the World, p. 292.)

Lorenzo Snow - There is no Latter-day Saint who dies after having lived a faithful life who will lose anything because of having failed to do certain things when opportunities were not furnished him or her. In other words, if a young man or a young woman has no opportunity of getting married, and they live faithful lives up to the time of their death, they will have all the blessings, exaltation and glory that any man or woman will have who had this opportunity and improved it. …People who have no opportunity of marrying in this life, if they die in the Lord, will have means furnished them by which they can secure all the blessings necessary for persons in the married condition. (Millennial Star, August 31, 1899, p. 547)

(Quotes assembled by Misty and Zan Larsen, 8/17/03)
The promises of the prophets of God have always been that the Lord is mindful of you; if you are faithful, all blessings will be yours. To be without marriage and a family in this life is but a temporary condition, and eternity is a long time. 


- Howard W. Hunter





Many of the sisters grieve because they are not blessed with offspring. You will see the time when you will have millions of children around you. If you are faithful to your covenants, you will be mothers of nations. … Be faithful, and if you are not blest with children in this time, you will be hereafter.


- Brigham Young








