The Saviour’s Early Years 

Rumours and Legends

1. Did Jesus visit England?  And did those feet in ancient time is a poem by William Blake from the preface to his work Milton (1804). Today it is best known as the hymn Jerusalem, with music by Charles H. H. Parry (1916).  …The poem was inspired by the old legend that Jesus, whilst still a young man, accompanied Joseph of Arimathea to Glastonbury via the nearby Roman port. Blake's biographers tell us that he believed in this legend.  (http://pedia.newsfilter.co.uk/wikipedia/a/an/and_did_those_feet_in_ancient_time.html)
Legends dating back further suggest Glastonbury may have been visited by Joseph of Arimathea, possibly on more than one occasion. One tale has it that Joseph was Christ's uncle, and had once brought his young nephew on a trip to Somerset, inspiring William Blake's "Glastonbury Hymn", more commonly known as Jerusalem. More widely-known is the story of Joseph's arrival in Glastonbury following the Crucifixion, when he was said to have buried the Holy Grail at the base of the Tor, and planted his staff on Wearyall Hill to create the Holy Thorn.  The truth of these stories is open to interpretation, but it is true that thorn trees continue to grow in Glastonbury, and at Christmas flowers are cut from the plants and sent to the Queen by the vicar of St John's Church. (http://www.glastonbury.gov.uk/g_gov/mod.php?mod=userpage&menu=34&page_id=5)
2. Did Jesus visit India?  In 1894, Nicolas Notovitch, a Russian journalist, published a book, La Vie Inconnue de Jesus-Christ translated in English as The Unknown Life of Jesus Christ which he claimed was based on an ancient Buddhist manuscript which reports Jesus' Buddhist studies in India. (http://www.harbour.sfu.ca/~hayward/van/glossary/avalon.html)
3. Did Jesus visit Japan?  The strangest and most incredible tale ever to come out of East Asia is that Jesus once lived in Japan.  …[“the Isohara Papers” state that] he came to Japan for the first time in the period of the Emperor Suinin, the 11th emperor, and landed at the Port of Hashidate, on the Japan Sea Coast, and then went to Ecchu (now Toyama Prefecture), and became a disciple of honorable and learned Japanese and received various training.  …Jesus married Miyuko, a Japanese lady, raised three daughters, and lived in Herai to the age of 118, when he died in the eleventh year of the reign of Keiko. (“Did Christ Visit Japan?” by Spencer J. Palmer, BYU Studies, v. 10, No. 1 - Autumn 1969, p. 158.)
4. Does the Apocrypha (ancient documents from the Middle East) give any clues?  …Such books as "The First Gospel of the Infancy of Jesus Christ," and "The First Epistle of Clement to the Corinthians," writings which are little known, even today, among Christian laymen.  …Passages which tax the reader's credulity, such as the tale in which the young Jesus strikes a playmate dead for ridiculing his speech, or where Jesus helps Joseph in miraculously "stretching" a throne which has been custom built for Herod but is two inches too narrow.  (“The Gentle Blasphemer: Mark Twain, Holy Scripture, and the Book of Mormon” by Richard H. Cracroft, BYU Studies, v. 11, no. 1, 1970, p. 125.)
5. Was Jesus married?  Several church leaders in mid-nineteenth century including Orson Hyde (Journal of Discourses, 26 vols., 2:75, 2:202, 4:259-260) were of the opinion that Jesus Christ was married.  That idea has never been accepted as official Church doctrine, nor is it taught as doctrine by church leaders today. It is taught by many others not of our faith, and they present a strong array of evidence in defense of their beliefs, for example Rev. William E. Phipps’s book Was Jesus Married?  Some Latter-Day Saints point to the marriage at Cana as possibly being the Lord’s own marriage.  Bruce R. McConkie wrote –

Mary seemed to be the hostess at the marriage party, the one in charge, the one responsible for the entertainment of the guests. It was she who recognized the need for more wine, who sought to replenish the supply, who directed the servants to follow whatever instructions Jesus gave. Considering the customs of the day, it is a virtual certainty that one of Mary's children was being married.  Jesus also had a close personal interest in and connection with the marriage and the subsequent festivities which attended it. He and apparently at least five of his disciples (John, Andrew, Peter, Philip, and Nathanael) were "called" to attend. Since the shortage of wine occurred near the close of the festivities, and since these commonly lasted from seven to fourteen days, it is apparent that Jesus' party was remaining for the entire celebration. Seemingly, also, he had some personal responsibility for entertaining the guests and felt an obligation to supply them with added refreshments. (Doctrinal New Testament Commentary, v.1, p.135)
[Teachers note: While that opens the door of possibility, it also allows the option that it could have been one of Jesus’ siblings.  Being the eldest brother, he might have had a responsibility there.   Possibly men were normally married much younger than Jesus was at this time.]

Possibilities from Scriptures

6. Did Jesus have brothers and sisters?  We don't know how many other children there were in the family, but the New Testament names four boys and mentions some sisters. The Greek manuscripts are helpful here. Matthew speaks of "all" (Greek: pan-tai) his sisters (Matt. 13:56), suggesting more than two. The Greek term hai adelphia (the sisters) also is used in the manuscripts, signifying a plurality-that is, three or more sisters. If the record had intended to convey that there were only two sisters, it is probable that the word am-photerai, meaning "both," would have been used instead of pan-tai. Thus the household of Joseph and Mary apparently numbered at least five boys (including Jesus) and at least three girls-eight children-in addition to the parents. (Robert J. Matthews, Behold the Messiah, p. 85-86.)
7. Was Joseph much older than Mary?  Two lines of thought have developed as to the identity of these other children. Some hold that they were children of Joseph by a former marriage and not the children of Mary at all. In this case Jesus would be younger than they, and of no close blood relation. This is a popular concept in the Christian world today, and illustrations of the "holy family" therefore generally picture Joseph as much older than Mary.  Another view is that these were actually the children of Joseph and Mary and therefore were half-brothers and sisters to Jesus, he being the eldest. Both of these views have their advocates and there are hints in the scriptures that can be interpreted to favor either point of view. However, Jesus is termed Mary's "firstborn" son, which is indicative that she later gave birth to other children (see Luke 2:7). A more compelling reason for believing that these are Mary's children is that Joseph's firstborn son from a first wife would have been the heir to the throne of David instead of Jesus.  (Robert J. Matthews, Behold the Messiah, p. 85-86.)
8. Was Mary a widow?  Mary may have lived a number of years as a widow. The last mention of Joseph occurs at Passover time in Jerusalem when Jesus was twelve years of age. At the wedding feast at Cana, when Jesus was thirty, specific mention is made that Mary and Jesus were present, but no mention is made of Joseph (see John 2:1-10). Finally, at the time of the Crucifixion Mary is said to have stood at the cross with other women, but again no mention is made of Joseph. At this time Jesus gave his mother over to the care of his beloved disciple, John (see John 19:25-27). The record of these events suggests that Mary was widowed sometime after Jesus was twelve years old and before he began his ministry (see also Matt. 12:46).   An apocryphal source tells, overdramatically, of Joseph's death and of Mary and Jesus discussing the matter. While the concept may be correct, the record itself seems suspicious.  (Robert J. Matthews, Behold the Messiah, p. 85-86.)
9. If Mary became a widow, how would this affect Jesus?  There is a poignancy in the prospect of Mary's being widowed with a family of children, all younger than Jesus. If this assumption is correct, it may be that Jesus was confronted with the responsibility in early life of providing for a widowed mother and several younger brothers and sisters. This makes most meaningful the scriptural statements that say the Lord is especially mindful of the widow and is a father to the fatherless (see Palms 68:5; 146:9; compare James 1:27).  (Robert J. Matthews, Behold the Messiah, p. 85-86.)
Back on Solid Ground

10. What do we actually know about Jesus’ youth?

Luke 2:52 - And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and man. Amplified Bible - And Jesus increased in wisdom (in broad and full understanding) and in stature and years, and in favor with God and man.

JST Matt. 3:24-25 - And it came to pass that Jesus grew up with his brethren, and waxed strong, and waited upon the Lord for the time of his ministry to come.  And he served under his father, and he spake not as other men, neither could he be taught; for he needed not that any man should teach him.

Luke 2:49 - Wist ye not that I must be about my Father's business?  New International Version - Didn't you know I had to be in my Father's house?  Amplified Bible - Did you not see and know that it is necessary (as a duty) for Me to be in My Father's house and (occupied) about My Father's business?

11. Did Jesus really fast for forty days?  The Lord fasted forty days and nights. Was that not a lesson in self-control, self-discipline? Did not he gain moral strength by his fast? We have drink appetites, eating appetites, flesh appetites. They are all good. Without such appetites we would soon choke or starve or the race would peter out. It is the control of them which makes us gods in embryo. God gave us sex and prescribed uses and times and seasons and proprieties. We came on this earth to prove ourselves. It is in the disciplining and controlling of ourselves that we approach perfection.  (Spencer W. Kimball, The Teachings of Spencer W. Kimball, p. 170.  Teachers’ note: in scanning the Ensigns online and the Gospelink CD of LDS books we found nothing to justify attributing this event to being symbolic and not literal.  Inasmuch as Christ had power over death it does not seem improbable.) 
12. [For forty days] Elijah was either fasting or receiving food provided by the Lord. (1 Kings 19:7-8) (Institute Old Testament Student Manual, 5-17.)  And [Moses] was there with the Lord forty days and forty nights; he did neither eat bread, nor drink water. And he wrote upon the tables the words of the covenant, the ten commandments.  (Exodus 34:28) When I [Moses] was gone up into the mount to receive the tables of stone, even the tables of the covenant which the Lord made with you, then I abode in the mount forty days and forty nights, I neither did eat bread nor drink water. (Deuteronomy 9:9)
13. Regarding the event of the three temptations (Luke 4:1-14) –
a. According to the Joseph Smith Translation, what event had just finished before them?  

b. What hugely significant event preceded the event #a? (See “Gospels, Harmony of”, Bible Dictionary, p. 685.)

c. What was each temptation about specifically?

d. What was each about in general terms?

e. What is the location of each temptation?

f. In which of his responses did Jesus quote scripture?

g. Did the devil quote scripture at any time?

Now, nearly every temptation that comes to you and me comes in one of those forms. Classify them, and you will find that under one of those three nearly every given temptation that makes you and me spotted, ever so little maybe, comes to us as –

1. A temptation of the appetite; 

2. A yielding to the pride and fashion and vanity of those alienated from the things of God; or 

3. A gratifying of the passion, or a desire for the riches of the world, or power among men. 

(In Conference Report, Oct. 1911, p. 59, as quoted in The Life And Teachings Of Jesus And His Apostles institute manual, 4-13)

14. What is the significance of the timing of the devil’s temptations?  Soon after his baptism Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wild, uncultivated wilderness.  There he remained for forty days and nights, preparing himself for the formal ministry which was then to begin.  The greatest task ever to be accomplished in this world lay before him, and he needed divine strength.  Throughout these days in the wilderness he chose to fast, that his mortal body might be completely subjected to the divine influence of his Father’s Spirit.

When Jesus had completed the fast of forty days and had communed with God, he was, in this hungry and physically weakened state, left to be tempted of the devil. That, too, was to be part of his preparation. Such a time is always the tempter’s moment—when we are emotionally or physically spent, when we are weary, vulnerable, and least prepared to resist the insidious suggestions he makes. This was an hour of danger—the kind of moment in which many men fall and succumb to the subtle allurement of the devil. (Howard W. Hunter, “The Temptations of Christ,” Ensign, Nov. 1976, p. 17.)

It was after the Savior had made his special covenants with the Father through baptism that the tempter confronted him. And if the Lord received his most severe trials after he was firmly committed to the kingdom of God, what about other men of greatness? Did their trials also increase? Why would this be allowed to happen?  For an answer, consider what took place as the Lord prepared for his ministry. First, there was a deep sense of his sacred responsibility. Secondly, he received revelation and instruction from his Father. Thirdly, he was challenged by trials and temptations and through them proved his loyalty. Finally, because of them he developed strength to overcome all obstacles and proceeded in his ministry with increased light and revelation.  Now consider some of the experiences which befell the Prophet Joseph Smith. As you read keep in mind the four points listed above. Read Joseph Smith 2:8–19. If the Savior and the Prophet went through trials and temptations after they were firmly committed to the Church, what about you ? (The Life And Teachings Of Jesus And His Apostles institute manual, 4-13)

(Lesson by Zan and Misty Larsen, http://lessons.elarsen.net)

God Is to Be Found in His Temple

	Passage
	King James Version
	New International, UK
	Amplified Bible

	Luke 2:21-22 
	And when the days of her purification according to the law of Moses were accomplished, they brought him to Jerusalem, to present him to the Lord;
	When the time of their purification according to the Law of Moses had been completed, Joseph and Mary took him to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord
	And when the time for their purification [the mother's purification and the Baby's dedication] came according to the Law of Moses, they brought Him up to Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord--

	Luke 2:25-38 –Simeon greets the baby
	And he came by the Spirit into the temple…
	Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts.
	And prompted by the [Holy] Spirit, he came into the temple [enclosure]…

	Luke 2:36-38 – Anna greets the baby
	…Which departed not from the temple, but served God with fastings and prayers night and day.
	She never left the temple but worshipped night and day, fasting and praying.
	She did not go out from the temple enclosure, but was worshiping night and day with fasting and prayer.

	Luke 2:46-49 – Jesus at his bar mitzvah
	And he said unto them, How is it that ye sought me? wist ye not that I must be about my Father's business?
	Why were you searching for me? he asked. Didn't you know I had to be in my Father's house?
	And He said to them, How is it that you had to look for Me? Did you not see and know that it is necessary [as a duty] for Me to be in My Father's house and [occupied] about My Father's business?

	Matthew 4:5
	Then the devil taketh him up into the holy city, and setteth him on a pinnacle of the temple. (JST: Then Jesus was taken up into the holy city, and the Spirit setteth him on the pinnacle of the temple.)
	Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point of the temple.
	Then the devil took Him into the holy city and placed Him on a turret (pinnacle, gable) of the temple sanctuary.


Temptations of Jesus – Luke 4:1-14

	Verses
	Location
	Temptation
	The devil and scripture
	Jesus and scripture

	Luke 4:1-4
	Wilderness
	Stone to bread
	None
	It is written…

	Luke 4:5-8
	High mountain
	Kingdoms
	None
	For it is written…

	Luke 4:9-14
	Temple
	Cast thyself down
	For it is written…
	It is said…


Full Text

	Verses
	King James Version
	New International Version, UK
	Amplified Bible

	Luke 4:1-4
	And Jesus being full of the Holy Ghost returned from Jordan, and was led by the Spirit into the wilderness, Being forty days tempted of the devil. (JST - And after forty days, the devil came unto him, to tempt him.) And in those days he did eat nothing: and when they were ended, he afterward hungered. And the devil said unto him, If thou be the Son of God, command this stone that it be made bread. And Jesus answered him, saying, It is written, That man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word of God.
	Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the desert, where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing during those days, and at the end of them he was hungry. The devil said to him, If you are the Son of God, tell this stone to become bread.  Jesus answered, It is written: 'Man does not live on bread alone.'
	THEN JESUS, full of and controlled by the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led in [by] the [Holy] Spirit. For (during) forty days in the wilderness (desert), where He was tempted (tried, tested exceedingly) by the devil. And He ate nothing during those days, and when they were completed, He was hungry. Then the devil said to Him, If You are the Son of God, order this stone to turn into a loaf [of bread]. And Jesus replied to him, It is written, Man shall not live and be sustained by (on) bread alone but by every word and expression of God.

	Luke 4:5-8
	And the devil, taking him up into an high mountain, shewed unto him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time. (JST: And the Spirit taketh him up into a high mountain, and he beheld all the kingdoms of the world, in a moment of time.) And the devil said unto him, All this power will I give thee, and the glory of them: for that is delivered unto me; and to whomsoever I will I give it.  If thou therefore wilt worship me, all shall be thine.  And Jesus answered and said unto him, Get thee behind me, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.
	The devil led him up to a high place and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the world.  And he said to him, I will give you all their authority and splendour, for it has been given to me, and I can give it to anyone I want to.  So if you worship me, it will all be yours.  Jesus answered, It is written: 'Worship the Lord your God and serve him only.'
	Then the devil took Him up to a high mountain and showed Him all the kingdoms of the habitable world in a moment of time [in the twinkling of an eye]. And he said to Him, To You I will give all this power and authority and their glory (all their magnificence, excellence, preeminence, dignity, and grace), for it has been turned over to me, and I give it to whomever I will. Therefore if You will do homage to and worship me [just once], it shall all be Yours. And Jesus replied to him, Get behind Me, Satan! It is written, You shall do homage to and worship the Lord your God, and Him only shall you serve.

	Luke 4:9-14
	And he brought him to Jerusalem, and set him on a pinnacle of the temple, and said unto him, (JST: And the Spirit brought him to Jerusalem, and set him on a pinnacle of the temple. And the devil came unto him, and said unto him...) If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down from hence:  For it is written, He shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee: And in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone.  And Jesus answering said unto him, It is said, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.  And when the devil had ended all the temptation, he departed from him for a season.  And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into Galilee
	The devil led him to Jerusalem and had him stand on the highest point of the temple. If you are the Son of God, he said, throw yourself down from here.  For it is written: He will command his angels concerning you to guard you carefully; they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.'  Jesus answered, It says: 'Do not put the Lord your God to the test.'
When the devil had finished all this tempting, he left him until an opportune time. Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit…
	Then he took Him to Jerusalem and set Him on a gable of the temple, and said to Him, If You are the Son of God, cast Yourself down from here; For it is written, He will give His angels charge over you to guard and watch over you closely and carefully; And on their hands they will bear you up, lest you strike your foot against a stone.  And Jesus replied to him, [The Scripture] says, You shall not tempt (try, test exceedingly) the Lord your God.  And when the devil had ended every [the complete cycle of] temptation, he [temporarily] left Him [that is, stood off from Him] until another more opportune and favorable time.  Then Jesus went back full of and under the power of the [Holy] Spirit into Galilee


Verse by Verse

	
	Location and Setting
	Devil’s Words
	Jesus’ Response

	1.
	And Jesus, being full of the Holy Ghost, returned from Jordan, and was let by the Spirit into the wilderness. And after forty days, the devil came unto him, to tempt him. And in those days, he did eat nothing; and when they were ended, he afterwards hungered.
	And the devil said unto him, If thou be the Son of God, command this stone that it be made bread.
	And Jesus answered him, saying, It is written, that man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word of God.

	2.
	And the Spirit taketh him up into a high mountain, and he beheld all the kingdoms of the world, in a moment of time.
	And the devil came unto him, and said unto him, All this power will I give unto thee, and the glory of them; for they are delivered unto me, and to whomsoever I will, I give them.

luke 4:7If thou therefore, wilt worship me, all shall be thine.
	Jesus answered and said unto him, Get thee behind me, Satan; for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.

	3.
	And the Spirit brought him to Jerusalem, and set him on a pinnacle of the temple.
	And the devil came unto him, and said unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down from hence; luke 4:11For it is written, He shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee; and in his hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone.
	And Jesus answering, said unto him, It is written, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.


