LDS Church History Tour
Driving Directions

To Preston from the Temple Block

Turn left from Temple Way onto A6.  Go a very short distance and take the first left in the round-about onto the M61 northbound.

Turn left at Junction 9.  Stay left and join onto the M65 westbound.  Stay on the M65, moving one lane to the right, until it ends and joins the A6, London Way (there will be a sharp right from the end of the M65 onto A6 – no other choice.)

Continue on the A6 through 3 round-abouts (considered straight ahead, or ½ way round).  After the 3 round-abouts, the road will curve to the right, then back to the left near shopping centers.  Stay on the A6.  It will change names – from London Way to Victoria Road and then to London Road.

After passing over the River Ribble (shortly after the shopping centers), start watching the roads on the left.  You should see an illuminated sign for car parks.  Go toward Avenham car park, which is a left turn onto Queen Street, just before Queens Retail Park.  Drive along Queen Street until you come to a sharp left curve in the road.  Turn right onto Syke Street.  There are car parks on either side.  We’ll likely park in the right hand one.  The entrance is past the parking lot then right.  

To Downham From Preston

Turn left out of the car park onto Syke and join on to Queen Street (the road you came in on).  Turn left onto A6 London Road, then immediately right onto A59 New Hall Lane.   [IF YOU MISS the right turn, you can take the next right – B6243 Ribbleton Lane for several blocks, then take A5085 to connect back up with A59 at the first round-about.  Go toward the left, but mostly straight onto A59.]

Stay on A59.  You will go straight through 3 round-abouts, one near the cemetery, then some on each side of the Motorway.

Continue on A59.  This will necessitate a left turn onto Whalley Road.  It will change names numerous times, but will stay A59.  Go pretty much straight through all the round-abouts.

Still on the A59, drive past the turn off to Clitheroe A671, past Pendle Road, past Pimlico Link Road also labeled A671.

Still on the A59, turn on the next left onto Worston Road.  It is a small road but well marked with a small “Chatburn” and arrow sign. Take it to it’s end, turning right onto Clitheroe Road.  This takes you through the village of Chatburn.  (The next left off A59 will also take you into Chatburn, but from the other direction.)

Turn right onto the diagonal Downham Road.  There is an ice cream store on the triangle between the two roads.  Follow this road right into Downham.  

In Downham there are a few places to park – 

1. Just as you enter the village, near the pub and post office.

2. Down the hill to the right, by the stream.  

3. Down the hill to the right over the bridge into the main car park.

We will meet by the stream at the base of the hill.

To Manchester From Downham

Reverse the directions from Downham to the A59.

Take the A59 all the way to the M6 southbound.  The M6 will connect to the M61 soon after.

LDS Church History Tour

Preston

Preston is the cradle of the LDS Church in the British Isles. The first 7 missionaries arrived in England on 19 July 1837 and preached their first sermon in the old Vauxhall Chapel on 23 July 1837. The first LDS baptisms in Britain were performed here in the River Ribble on 30 July 1837 for nine new converts before an audience of more than 8,000 curious onlookers. By the next week, 50 more converts were baptized. (www.lds.org/newsroom/ciya/info/0,15251,3964-1-4-119,00.html) 
The first LDS branch in Britain was organized here on 6 August 1837, the first LDS mission conference in Britain was held here in the Temperance Hall (Cockpit) on 25 December 1837. 

The Preston Ward holds the honour of being the oldest continuously functioning LDS Church unit in the world. The city served as headquarters for the Church from 1837 to 1840, and the first British Saints to emigrate to America in 1840 came mostly from this area.

Temperance Hall (“The Cockpit”) 

In September 1837, the missionaries hired this hall for their Sunday meetings and week-night prayer meetings. It had been built for cock-fighting but in 1832 became the site of the Temperance movement when seven men from Preston took a pledge of total abstinence from alcohol. 

Temperance societies were soon found in many cities in Britain, and LDS missionaries often preached in their halls as a means of proselyting. 

On Christmas Day, 25 December 1837, the first mission conference of the LDS Church was held in this building. The Word of Wisdom was appropriately first preached in the building that day, and over a hundred children were blessed. Several branches of the Church (from surrounding communities) were re-organised during the conference and several men were ordained to priesthood offices. 

The Church continued to use the Temperance hall for meetings for several months after this conference.  The hall no longer stands, but a plaque marking its site is found on the wall and fence west of the church on Church Street. 

Market Square 

Preston's current market Square has changed much since 1837 but occupies the same site. Following the baptismal service on 30 July 1837, the missionaries preached in the market square to a large crowd of people.  They were opposed by a local minister, which simply caused the people to listen more to their message. 

Occasionally during the next several months, the elders would preach in the square but usually used their lodgings or a hired hall for meetings. 

It is interesting to note that the obelisk in the Market Square was dismantled and removed from the Square during the latter half of the 19th century.  It’s parts were discovered in a field and it was returned to the Square in the 1970’s.  It had originally been in the spot where the war memorial now stands. (See the information kiosk on the square for more details.)

Wilfred Street Lodgings 

Elder Heber C Kimball and his missionary companions arrived in Preston on 22 July 1837. Elder Joseph Fielding left the group to find his brother, Rev. James Fielding, while Elder John Goodson found lodgings for the other six in the two upper floors of a boarding house located on the south-west corner of Wilfred and Fox Streets. Elders Kimball and Hyde took a room on the top floor while the other four missionaries occupied the floor below them. 

The elders stayed in these rooms for the first two weeks of their work in Preston, moving to live in the home of Sister Ann Dawson at 21 Pole Street following her baptism on 30 July. 

The most dramatic event to occur at these lodgings took place early on the morning of 30 July 1837, the day set for the first baptisms to take place in Britain. Early that morning, the missionaries were attacked by legions of evil spirits attempting to stop the work. Elder Isaac Russell was the first to be troubled by them, and asked Elder Kimball to cast them out. As Elders Kimball and Hyde gave Elder Russell a priesthood blessing in their top-floor room, Elder Kimball was also attacked and fell unconscious to the floor. His description of the event that followed revealed much of the unseen world and remains one of the most significant encounters between the priesthood of God and the evil spirits of the adversary. 

"The first thing I recollected was being supported by Elders Hyde and Richards, who were praying for me; Elder Richards having followed Russell up to my room. Elders Hyde and Richards then assisted me to get on the bed, but my agony was so great I could not endure it, and I arose, bowed my knees and prayed. I then arose and sat upon the bed, when a vision was opened to our minds, and we could distinctly see the evil spirits, who foamed and gnashed their teeth at us. We gazed upon them about an hour and a half (by Willard's watch). We were not looking towards the window, but towards the wall. Space appeared before us, and we saw the devils coming in legions, with their leaders, who came within a few feet of us. 

"They came towards us like armies rushing to battle. They appeared to be men of full stature, possessing every form and feature of men in the flesh, who were angry and desperate; and I shall never forget the vindictive malignity depicted on their countenances as they looked me in the eye. Any attempt to paint the scene which then presented itself, or portray their malice and enmity, would be vain. We distinctly heard those spirits talk and express their wrath and hellish designs against us. However, the Lord delivered us from them, and blessed us exceedingly that day." 

Elder Kimball recovered from the attack that morning and proceeded to conduct the baptismal service as planned, but he worried that he had somehow brought the attack upon them through unworthiness on his part.  It was not until he returned to the United States and reviewed the event with the Prophet Joseph Smith that he learned the real reason for the attack. In response to the question about his personal worthiness, the Prophet replied: 

"No, Brother Heber, at that time you were nigh unto the Lord; there was only a veil between you and him, but you could not see him. When I heard of it, it gave me great joy, for I knew that the work of God had taken root in that land. It was this that caused the devil to make a struggle to kill you. The nearer a person approaches the Lord, a greater power will be manifested by the adversary to prevent the accomplishment of his purposes." 

The lodgings were later converted into business offices, but the upstairs rooms were left much the same as in 1837.

Avenham Park

A marker in the Japanese Gardens says, “Near this spot on 30 July 1837, the first British converts to The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints were baptised by immersion in the River Ribble. Elder Heber C. Kimball, one of the Twelve Apostles of the Church, baptised six men and three women: George D. Watt, first, and then Charles Miller, Thomas Walmsley, Ann Elizabeth Walmsley, Miles Hodgson, Henry Billsbury, Mary Ann Brown, Ann Dawson, and George Wate...” 

Plaque commissioned in 1987 by the British 150th Anniversary Committee of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.  (http://members.tripod.com/~GaryJay/Britain.html)
River Ribble 

Few of the clergy in Preston baptised by immersion in 1837, and none allowed the missionaries to use their font to conduct baptisms. 

Accordingly, Elder Kimball set the first baptisms on 30 July 1837 for the River Ribble flowing through the south part of Preston. The novelty of this open-air baptism and the publicity of the American missionaries combined to draw a large crowd estimated at about eight thousand people. 

Of the nine baptised that Sunday morning, all were members of Rev. James Fielding's congregation. George D. Watt out-ran another convert to be the first to be baptised by Elder Kimball, so eager was he to receive the ordinance. 

The traditional site for the baptism is on the south site of the river, upstream from the bridge near the end of Ribblesdale Road. An earlier bridge stood on this site and the water's depth is appropriate for conducting a baptismal service requiring immersion. The current is more moderate on the south side of the river, and it would have allowed some privacy from the crowds on the Avenham Brows north of the river. 

Nearby Villages

Although Preston remained the centre of proselyting during the 1837-1838 missions of Elders Heber C Kimball and Orson Hyde, the missionaries also preached in several villages nearby, including Longton, Eccleston, Ribchester, Walkerfold, and Barnoldswick. 

Upstream from Preston lie the villages of Clitheroe, Chatburn and Downham, just north of Pendle Hill. The hill is famous as the site of George Fox's vision in 1652, when Fox reported after climbing the hill, "the Lord let me see in what places He had a great people to be gathered." 


Chatburn and Downham

These two villages were the scene of the most spiritual experience in Elder Kimball's 1837-1838 mission in Britain. 

In spite of warnings that the people here were "hard-hearted", he travelled to them in late 1837 and had immediate success. After preaching once in Chatburn, he baptised twenty-five, and the following day baptised ten more in Downham. Eventually large numbers joined the Church from both villages. 

During his last visit to Chatburn and Downham in 1838, Elder Kimball experienced a great spiritual moment as the children of the villages walked the mile between them singing hymns and holding hands, while their parents called down blessings upon Elder Kimball from their houses. He reported he wept so profusely at the time he had to leave the road three times to bathe his eyes in the nearby streams so he could see the road. He felt the spirit so strongly he removed his hat and felt like removing his shoes as well. 

Finally he bestowed an apostolic blessing upon the whole region in response to the great spiritual manifestation he felt. 

When he returned to the United States, Elder Kimball reported the experience to Joseph Smith. The Prophet then told him: 

"Did you not understand it? That is a place where some of the old prophets travelled and dedicated that land, and their blessing fell upon you." 

This prophetic insight confirms the belief of many in Britain that earlier prophets and apostles walked here. Elder Kimball's grandson, President Spencer W. Kimball, also referred to this in the 1971 Area Conference of the Church in Manchester when he said: 

"I should like to think that the whole of this great land is blessed and still carrying a blessing from great and holy men who have walked upon its shores." 

Downham remains much the same as is was in 1837, beautiful and serene beneath the towering bulk of Pendle Hill, as befits such a spiritual legacy from the past. And if ancient prophets felt impressed to dedicate areas from the mountaintops, Pendle Hill was then, as now an appropriate site. 

Pendle Hill  (not Church History but interesting)
The magnificent Pendle Hill dominates the landscape of east Lancashire, rising to a height of 532m above sea level. Famously associated with this landmark are the Pendle witches, of which nine were sent to the scaffold at Lancaster Castle. Initially four witches were arrested for their alleged involvement in the deaths of several people in the Pendle area. These were Alizon Device, Demdike (Alizon's grandmother), Chattox and her daughter Anne, and they apparently described how they stuck pins into clay images in order to bring harm to their victims. The story then tells how a Great Assembly of witches met to plot the release of the four, but news of this meeting led to further enquiries and yet more witches were arrested and sent for trial. The trial itself lasted for only a few days, ending in public execution on the 20th August 1612. (www.lancashire.gov.uk/environment/heritage/locations/pendlehill.asp)

This sheet was prepared by Elder & Sister Larsen, September 2004. 
Unless otherwise noted, all of the above information is from -www.lds.org.uk/lch.php/history/preston.html
Additional Information

Avenham Park

A marker in the Japanese Gardens says, “Near this spot on 30 July 1837, the first British converts to The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints were baptised by immersion in the River Ribble. Elder Heber C. Kimball, one of the Twelve Apostles of the Church, baptised six men and three women: George D. Watt, first, and then Charles Miller, Thomas Walmsley, Ann Elizabeth Walmsley, Miles Hodgson, Henry Billsbury, Mary Ann Brown, Ann Dawson, and George Wate... 

The Prophet Joseph Smith had sent Apostles Heber C. Kimball and Orson Hyde, with Willard Richards, Joseph Fielding, John Goodson, Isaac Russell, and John Snider from America to the British Isles. They arrived in Liverpool on 19 July 1837. They travelled first to Preston where the Rev. James Fielding, Elder Fielding's brother, permitted them to preach in the Independent chapel on Vauxhall Road. (The chapel has long since been demolished, but the present-day location is near to the entrance of Norwich Place off St. Austin's Road.) The first converts came from his congregation. Further use of the chapel being denied, they preached in the Market Square near the Obelisk, then met for nearly three years in the "Cockpit" or Temperance Hall near Stoneygate. (The hall no longer stands, but the location of it is behind the "Old Bull Inn" between Bostock Street and St. John's Place.) 

The Preston branch of the Church was established with 28 members on 6 August 1837 at the home of Ann Dawson at 21 Pole Street. (Present-day location near to TradeX and the Carey Christian Centre.) Regularly-scheduled meetings are still held in Preston, (at the Ribbleton Avenue chapel) the oldest continuous Latter-day Saint congregation in the world. In the following decades, more than 75,000 people joined the Church in Britain. Many of them emigrated to the United States to join the main body of the Church in Illinois and later, in Utah. Those who stayed constituted the nucleus of the Church as it expanded throughout the British Isles. 

Transcript from commemorative plaque located in Avenham Park, Preston, commissioned in 1987 by the British 150th Anniversary Committee of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. (members.tripod.com/~GaryJay/Britain.html)
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