Compass, Square and Circle
Acts 1:3 - To whom also he shewed himself alive after his passion by many infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days, and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God.

[image: image1.emf]Matthew B. Brown - The Greek word translated as “infallible proofs” in Acts 1:3 is a derivative of tekmerion which means “a sure sign,” “a mark,” “a token”.  (All Things Restored, p. xiii, footnote #11.  He uses Vine’s Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words and The New Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible.)
Compass and Square
[image: image2.emf]John W. Welch and Claire Foley - Among the textile fragments excavated at Masada were the remains of pieces of fabric with L shaped cloth markings affixed to them dating to before AD 73 these are among the very earliest known examples of such marked garments scholars refer to these markings as gammadia some of them being shaped like the Greek letter gamma TF though similar patterns have been found in several locations the significance of these markings remains unknown to archaeologists and art historians because these markings seem to appear artistically in conjunction with some hope for life or glory after death their presence on the clothing found at Masada may reflect something about the religious hopes and convictions of the Jewish fighters who died there.  (BYU Studies, 36/3, 1996–97.  See also the article and excellent website www.templestudy.com/2008/02/11/gammadia-at-ravenna)
Hugh Nibley - In the 1800s in Egypt, [Professor Flinders] Petrie excavated numerous mummies with amulets arranged in the wrappings.  Figure 27A shows, as Petrie describes it, the compass-like level and the square on the breast.  He was able to generalize that the square probably means "rectitude," uprightness, and that the other tool (which is hung in that position, they assume, because it has a mark on the top of it) means "making equilibrium … evenly balanced mind," or measure in all things.  Schär discovered some among other amulets, and here are pictures of what they were like (fig.  27B, C).  Thus the Egyptians also used gammadia marks [L-shaped symbols], sometimes located on either breast.  Some garments bearing gammadia have been found in graves in Palestine.  Are all instances of gammadia of Egyptian origin?  Not necessarily.  These things do get around.  They become lost; they become simply designs; nobody [among the scholars] understands what they are; nobody understands any more the meaning of the words.  (Temple and Cosmos: Beyond This Ignorant Present, p.111)
Hugh Nibley - The first mention of the word templum is by Varro [116 BC – 27 BC], for whom it designates a building specially designed for interpreting signs in the heavens-a sort of observatory where one gets one's bearings on the universe.  The root tem- in Greek and Latin denotes a "cutting" or intersection of two lines at right angles, "the point where the cardo and decumanus cross," hence where the four regions come together, every temple being carefully oriented to express "the idea of pre-established harmony between a celestial and a terrestrial image."  (Mormonism and Early Christianity, p. 357–358)
1 Kings 7:5 - And all the doors and posts were square …

Ezekiel 43:16 - And the altar shall be twelve cubits long, twelve broad, square in the four squares thereof.
Ezekiel 41:21 - The posts of the temple were squared …
G. D. Watt - Particularly to the Elders who are scattered abroad upon the face of the earth, far from those who alone can instruct them in the more exalted branches of the Everlasting Gospel, these Sermons will be most valuable, as a gauge of doctrine, a rule of rectitude, and a square to life, furnishing at the same time an extensive repository of historical information.  (“Introduction”, Journal of Discourses, v. 1, p. vii)
Circle
D&C 137:2 - I saw the transcendent beauty of the gate through which the heirs of that kingdom will enter, which was like unto circling flames of fire.
[image: image3.emf]George S. Tate - Prayer in circle formation can be traced to many early Christian sources. In the apocryphal Acts of John, for example, participants are bidden to "make as it were a ring, holding one another's hands, and [Jesus] standing in the midst" led the prayer (M. R. James, Apocryphal New Testament).  Other texts require the participants to prepare by washing or reconciling themselves, or to receive secret words and signs, or to dress in special clothing; some suggest a ritual ring dance.  
[… In] 1978, the First Presidency announced that all prayer circles outside the temple were to be discontinued. Apart from the Endowment ceremony, the only prayer circles still held are part of the weekly meeting of the First Presidency and Quorum of the Twelve and the monthly meeting of all General Authorities in the Salt Lake Temple.  (Encyclopedia of Mormonism, p.1120 -1121)
Bruce H. Porter - As the ancients came to the altar to communicate and commune with God, so also do members of the Church, in a temple setting, surround the altar in a prayer circle and in supplication.  United in heart and mind, the Saints petition God for his blessings upon mankind, his Church, and those who have special needs.  (Encyclopedia of Mormonism, “Altar”, p. 37.  See also the chapter titled “The Early Christian Prayer Circle” in Mormonism and Early Christianity by Hugh Nibley.)
Holy Clothing
Hugh Nibley - The garment motif [theme] is almost an obsession in the literature of Christ's forty-day ministry after the resurrection.  Christ, sitting with the apostles, says, "Do not touch me.  I am not in the right garments yet."  He had left his garment in the tomb.  The disciples had found an angel sitting at the foot of the couch on which Christ had been lying, on which the garment lay neatly folded.  He was gone, and he had put on another garment, the one he was wearing when Mary met him. 

(According to a very old account, he told her not to touch him:  "I'm going to my father and receive the garment that is waiting for me."  He talked to the apostles a lot saying, "When I have finished my work here, and have had my last meeting with you, then I will put on that other garment.  I cannot until I am finished with my earthly mission here."  Then he will go back and put on his garment, returning to his robes of glory, as each of us will.) (Temple and Cosmos: Beyond This Ignorant Present, p. 118)

Stations
John 14:2-4, 6 - In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you.  I go to prepare a place for you … no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.

Matthew B. Brown - Returning now to our passage from the book of John [14:2-4, 6], it is noteworthy that Origen, an early Christian theologian, interpreted the word monai [mansions] as meaning 'stations or halts in the journey of the soul to God.  Only after testing in theses can [the soul] proceed.'  The Greek word … for 'receive' (paralambano) is also relevant to our discussion because a closely related word (paralambanein) is a 'technical term for the reception of the rites and secrets of the mysteries.'"  (The Gate of Heaven, Insights of the Doctrines and Symbols of the Temple, p. 183)
Miscellaneous
The following quotes are from the article “Why Symbols?” (Ensign, Feb. 2007, p. 12–17) – 

John A. Widtsoe - No man or woman can come out of the temple endowed as he should be, unless he has seen, beyond the symbol, the mighty realities for which the symbols stand.  … To the man or woman who goes through the temple, with open eyes, heeding the symbols and the covenants, and making a steady, continuous effort to understand the full meaning, God speaks His word, and revelations come.  The endowment is so richly symbolic that only a fool would attempt to describe it; it is so packed full of revelations to those who exercise their strength to seek and see, that no human words can explain or make clear the possibilities that reside in temple service.  The endowment which was given by revelation can best be understood by revelation; and to those who seek most vigorously, with pure hearts, will the revelation be greatest.   (“Symbolism in the Temples,” p. 168)
Gerald N. Lund - Balance the interpretation of symbolism with other revelation and gospel knowledge.  … Fit the interpretation of any symbol into the overall scheme of gospel knowledge.  No matter how clever, or how logical, or how ingenious our interpretation of a particular symbol may be, if it contradicts what is revealed in other places, we can assume it is wrong.  (“Understanding Scriptural Symbols,” Ensign, Oct. 1986, p. 249)
Neal A. Maxwell - Teachings in the temples take us beyond present time and space.  We learn of special things therein, sometimes ‘things too wonderful for [us]’ (Job 42:3) which require repeated attendance and prayer before meanings emerge.  (Not My Will, But Thine, p. 133–34)
Gordon B. Hinckley - Inside the temple … the world is left behind with its clamor and rush.  In the house of the Lord there is tranquility.  Those who serve here know that they are dealing with matters of eternity.  All are dressed in white.  Speech is subdued.  Thoughts are elevated.  (Ensign, Mar. 1993, p. 5–6)
(By Zan and Misty Larsen, http://lessons.elarsen.net)
Extra Material
More quotes from the Ensign article –

· John A. Widtsoe - In the temple all are dressed alike in white. White is the symbol of purity. No unclean person has the right to enter God’s house. Besides, the uniform dress symbolizes that before God our Father in heaven all men are equal. The beggar and the banker, the learned and the unlearned, the prince and the pauper sit side by side in the temple and are of equal importance if they live righteously before the Lord God.”  (“Looking toward the Temple,” Improvement Era, Oct. 1962, p. 710)
· Carlos E. Asay - There is [a] … special underclothing known as the temple garment, or garment of the holy priesthood, worn by members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints who have received their temple endowment. This garment, worn day and night, serves three important purposes: it is a reminder of the sacred covenants made with the Lord in His holy house, a protective covering for the body, and a symbol of the modesty of dress and living that should characterize the lives of all the humble followers of Christ.”  (“The Temple Garment: ‘An Outward Expression of an Inward Commitment,’” Ensign, Aug. 1997, p. 20)
· Truman G. Madsen - We are to receive in temples, through temples, from temples, ‘power from on high’ (D&C 95:8). Christ is the source of that power. The temple is His. Every symbol in and out of that sacred structure points toward Him and, as a cup carries water, transmits the Holy Spirit.  (The Radiant Life, p. 118)
· Neal A. Maxwell - Temple attendance is not a guarantee that we will become better, but it provides a powerful and pointed invitation to become better. The ways of the world receive constant reinforcement—should not the ways of heaven?  Temple work is not an escape from the world but a reinforcing of our need to better the world while preparing ourselves for another and far better world. Thus, being in the Lord’s house can help us to be different from the world in order to make more difference in the world. (Not My Will, But Thine, p. 133–34)
· Boyd K. Packer - If you will go to the temple and remember that the teaching is symbolic, you will never go in the proper spirit without coming away with your vision extended, feeling a little more exalted, with your knowledge increased as to things that are spiritual. The teaching plan is superb. It is inspired. The Lord Himself, the Master Teacher, taught His disciples constantly in parables—a verbal way to represent symbolically things that might otherwise be difficult to understand. (“The Holy Temple,” Ensign, Feb. 1995, p. 34)


Bryce Haymond - The people literally gathered “round about the temple” and faced their tents “towards the temple” to hear the words of King Benjamin (Mosiah 2:6). The symbolism here could not be more clear—the people were coming to the temple to be taught from on High. The temple is a source and place of learning, but only a singular type of learning happens here—it is the teaching from God.  ("King Benjamin and the Temple", www.templestudy.com/2008/05/28/king-benjamin-and-the-temple, commenting on an article from Journal of Book of Mormon Studies by Donald W. Parry.)
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� EMBED Unknown  ���Figure 23.  The largest surviving example, 1.4x2.7 m, of a fine woolen tallit or mantle with purple gammadia woven in the corners, C.A.D. 130, was found in the Cave of the Letters.  Roman-style tunics with clavi (cf. fig. 26A, p. 110) worn by these Jewish survivors were also found.  (Temple and Cosmos, p. 107)
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Figure 27.  When the Egyptian embalming priests of the 30th Dynasty wrapped the corpse in the many yards of linen cloth, they included various amulets (A) to protect and strengthen the deceased.  Located over the heart were two miniature tools, the square (B) and the compass-like horizontal level (C).  An actual working example of a wooden A-frame with a plumb bob suspended from its apex (D) was found in the tomb of Sennedjem, c. 1220 B. C.  About the time of Christ, these same symbolic tools were included in the list of amulets carved in the Osiris chapel on the temple roof at Dendera. (Temple and Cosmos, p. 112-113.)
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Figure 22.  Incense was often burned in special holders made in the form of a cupped hand, the “golden spoons” of Exodus 25:29.  From the Egyptian version (A) at Beni Hasan, c. 1100 B.C., to an actual steatite example (B) found at Meggido, the “filled hand” (the Hebrew letter kāp � INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.abarim-publications.com/Bible_Commentary/plaatjes/1022a.GIF" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��� means “palm”) is the widespread sign of offering sacrifice.  (Temple and Cosmos, p. 106)
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Figure 28.  In the underground tomb of Fan Yen-Shih, d. A.D. 689, two painted silk veils show the First Ancestors of the Chinese, their entwined serpent bodies rotating around the invisible vertical axis mundi.  Fu His holds the set-square and plumb bob as he rules the four-cornered earth, while his sister-wife Nü-wa holds the compass pointing up, as she rules the circling heavens.  The phrase kuei chü is used by modern Chinese to signify “the way things should be, the moral standard”; it literally means the compass and the square. (Temple and Cosmos, p. 115)
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