The Condescension of God

Con·de·scend - To descend from the privileges of superior rank or dignity, to do some act to an inferior, which strict justice or the ordinary rules of civility do not require… To stoop or descend; to yield; to submit; implying a relinquishment of rank, or dignity of character, and sometimes a sinking into debasement. (Webster’s 1828 Dictionary)

1 Nephi 11:14-16 - And it came to pass that I saw the heavens open; and an angel came down and stood before me; and he said unto me: Nephi, what beholdest thou?  And I said unto him:  A virgin, most beautiful and fair above all other virgins.  And he said unto me:  Knowest thou the condescension of God?

Gerald N. Lund - [Ancient people] viewed Jehovah in a way similar to the way we view God the Father.  In the latter days, we start with a view of Jesus in his mortal ministry and think of him secondarily as Jehovah, but to them he was not yet come in the flesh, and so the idea that their God—this almighty, all-powerful, all-knowing being—would come down to earth, take upon himself a body of flesh, and be born of woman left them with a great sense of awe and wonder.  For example, after King Lamoni's remarkable conversion, he said with the deepest of reverence, "For as sure as thou livest, behold, I have seen my Redeemer; and he shall come forth, and be born of a woman, and he shall redeem all mankind" (Alma 19:13). Paul similarly declared, "But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law" (Gal. 4:4).  (From his chapter in Doctrines of the Book of Mormon: 1991 Sperry Symposium on the Book of Mormon, p. 81)

1 Nephi 11:26-28 - And the angel said unto me again:  Look and behold the condescension of God!  …And the Lamb of God went forth and was baptized of him; …And I beheld that he went forth ministering unto the people. 

1 Nephi 11:32-33 - And it came to pass that the angel spake unto me again, saying:  Look!  And I looked and beheld the Lamb of God, that he was taken by the people; yea, the Son of the everlasting God was judged of the world; and I saw and bear record.  And I, Nephi, saw that he was lifted up upon the cross and slain for the sins of the world.

D&C 93:12-14 – And I, John, saw that he received not of the fulness at the first, but received grace for grace; And he received not of the fulness at first, but continued from grace to grace, until he received a fulness;  And thus he was called the Son of God, because he received not of the fulness at the first.
His Sufferings and Long-Suffering

1 Nephi 19:9 –And the world, because of their iniquity, shall judge him to be a thing of naught; wherefore they scourge him, and he suffereth it; and they smite him, and he suffereth it.  Yea, they spit upon him, and he suffereth it, because of his loving kindness and his long-suffering towards the children of men.

Alma 7:12 – Take upon him their infirmities, that his bowels may be filled with mercy.

Neal A. Maxwell – Jesus is further described as having come to know our sicknesses, griefs, pains, and infirmities as well...  Since not all human sorrow and pain is connected to sin, the full intensiveness of the Atonement involved bearing our pains, infirmities, and sicknesses, as well as our sins. (Not My Will, But Thine, p. 51)

He Laid Aside His Privileges

Philippians 2:5-8 - Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:  Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God:  But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men:  And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.

Amplified Bible - … But stripped Himself (of all privileges and rightful dignity), so as to assume the guise of a servant (slave), in that He became like men and was born a human being.  And after He had appeared in human form, He abased and humbled Himself (still further) and carried His obedience to the extreme of death, even the death of the cross!

Revised Standard Version - …But emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 

New American Standard Bible - …But emptied Himself [laid aside His privileges], taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men. 

The Creator

Moses 1:33 - …Worlds without number have I created…

Moses 1:35 - ...Many worlds that have passed away by the word of my power ... innumerable are they unto man…

Moses 1:37 - …The heavens, they are many, and they cannot be numbered unto man …

Our Solar System - If the size of our solar system (the sun and out to the orbit of Pluto) could fit into a coffee cup, our galaxy would be the size of North America. (ibid, p. 157)  

Milky Way - Our galaxy contains at least 200 billion stars, and some estimates go as high as 300 and 400 billion.  If you were to make a list of every one of those 200 billion stars, using a single dot for each star, averaging 200 dots per inch, it would fill 23.8 million pages of an average size book. 

Known Universe - There are 6,000 stars visible to the naked eye.  …We've learned that there are at least 100 billion galaxies in the known universe.  Each galaxy averages 100 billion stars.  The Milky Way Galaxy is one of an estimated 100 billion galaxies in the [known] universe, and one of 30 billion spiral galaxies.  It represents about one trillionth of the universe, which is like comparing a very small metal screw with the mass of the aircraft carrier-sized ship of which it is part. (Neil McAleer, The Cosmic Mind-Boggling Book, p. 156-157. A US Nimitz class carrier weighs 91,487 tons.)
Moses 7:30 - And were it possible that man could number the particles of the earth, yea, millions of earths like this, it would not be a beginning to the number of thy creations; and thy curtains are stretched out still...

2 Nephi 4:26, 28 - O then, if I have seen so great things, if the Lord in his condescension unto the children of men hath visited men in so much mercy, why should my heart weep and my soul linger in the valley of sorrow?  …Awake, my soul!  No longer droop in sin.  Rejoice, O my heart, and give place no more for the enemy of my soul.

The Sacrament—and the Sacrifice

Elder David B. Haight, at 97 the oldest member of the LDS Church's Quorum of the Twelve and the oldest apostle in the history of the church, died at 4:15 a.m. Saturday, July 31, 2004, at his home, surrounded by family members.

His death of causes incident to age is the second loss of a top leader of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in the past 10 days. Elder Neal A. Maxwell died July 21.

… Many Latter-day Saints remember Elder Haight best for one particularly poignant sermon given in October 1989 during general conference.  He told of becoming seriously ill several months earlier and, as his wife telephoned for help, pleading that God would spare his life "a while longer to give me a little more time to do his work, if that was His will."

As he heard the ambulance in the distance, he lost consciousness and remained unconscious for several days.  At that time, he said he entered into a "holy presence and atmosphere," where he was "shown a panoramic view of (Christ's) earthly ministry: his baptism, his teaching, his healing the sick and lame, the mock trial, his crucifixion, his resurrection and ascension."
In a voice filled with emotion, he described minute details of the Last Supper, describing "the washing of the dusty feet of each apostle, his breaking and blessing of the loaf of dark bread and blessing of the wine, then his dreadful disclosure that one would betray him." (Deseret Morning News, Sunday, 1 August 2004)
Conference Address, October 1989

…As I stand here today—a well man—words of gratitude and acknowledgment of divine intervention are so very inadequate in expressing the feelings in my soul.

Six months ago at the April general conference, I was excused from speaking as I was convalescing from a serious operation.  My life has been spared, and I now have the pleasant opportunity of acknowledging the blessings, comfort…

…Psalms, reads: “Praise ye the Lord: …He healeth the broken in heart, and bindeth up their wounds.  He telleth the number of the stars; he calleth them all by their names. … His understanding is infinite.” (Ps. 147:1, 3-5.)
As I lay in the hospital bed, I meditated on all that had happened to me and studied the contemplative painting by President Marion G. Romney’s sister and the lines from Psalms:  “He telleth the number of the stars; he calleth them all by their names.”  I was then—and continue to be—awed by the goodness and majesty of the Creator, who knows not only the names of the stars but knows your name and my name—each of us as His sons and daughters.

The psalmist, David, wrote:  “When I consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon and the stars, which thou hast ordained; What is man, that thou art mindful of him? … For thou hast made him a little lower than the angels, and hast crowned him with glory and honour.”  (Ps. 8:3-5.)

To be remembered is a wonderful thing.

The evening of my health crisis, I knew something very serious had happened to me.  Events happened so swiftly—the pain striking with such intensity, my dear Ruby phoning the doctor and our family, and I on my knees leaning over the bathtub for support and some comfort and hoped relief from the pain.  I was pleading to my Heavenly Father to spare my life a while longer to give me a little more time to do His work, if it was His will.

While still praying, I began to lose consciousness.  The siren of the paramedic truck was the last that I remembered before unconsciousness overtook me, which would last for the next several days.

The terrible pain and commotion of people ceased.  I was now in a calm, peaceful setting; all was serene and quiet.  I was conscious of two persons in the distance on a hillside, one standing on a higher level than the other.  Detailed features were not discernible.  The person on the higher level was pointing to something I could not see.

I heard no voices but was conscious of being in a holy presence and atmosphere.  During the hours and days that followed, there was impressed again and again upon my mind the eternal mission and exalted position of the Son of Man.  I witness to you that He is Jesus the Christ, the Son of God, Savior to all, Redeemer of all mankind, Bestower of infinite love, mercy, and forgiveness, the Light and Life of the world.  I knew this truth before—I had never doubted nor wondered.  But now I knew, because of the impressions of the Spirit upon my heart and soul, these divine truths in a most unusual way.

I was shown a panoramic view of His earthly ministry:  His baptism, His teaching, His healing the sick and lame, the mock trial, His crucifixion, His resurrection and ascension.  There followed scenes of His earthly ministry to my mind in impressive detail, confirming scriptural eyewitness accounts.  I was being taught, and the eyes of my understanding were opened by the Holy Spirit of God so as to behold many things.

The first scene was of the Savior and His Apostles in the upper chamber on the eve of His betrayal.  Following the Passover supper, He instructed and prepared the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper for His dearest friends as a remembrance of His coming sacrifice.  It was so impressively portrayed to me—the overwhelming love of the Savior for each.  I witnessed His thoughtful concern for significant details—the washing of the dusty feet of each Apostle, His breaking and blessing of the loaf of dark bread and blessing of the wine, then His dreadful disclosure that one would betray Him.

He explained Judas’s departure and told the others of the events soon to take place.

Then followed the Savior’s solemn discourse when He said to the Eleven: “These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.”  (John 16:33)

During those days of unconsciousness I was given, by the gift and power of the Holy Ghost, a more perfect knowledge of His mission…  By [His] excruciating death, He descended below all things, as is recorded, that through His resurrection He would ascend above all things…

(The above is excerpted from “The Sacrament—and the Sacrifice,” 
Ensign, Nov. 1989, p. 59)  Lesson by Elder and Sister Larsen

Russell M. Nelson - … I would like to share a remarkable quotation that I found in a rare book in London one day while searching through the library of the British Museum.  It was published as a twentieth-century English translation of an ancient Coptic text.  It was written by Timothy, Patriarch of Alexandria, who died in A.D. 385.  This record refers to the creation of Adam.  Premortal Jesus is speaking of His Father:

"He . . . made Adam according to Our image and likeness, and He left him lying for forty days and forty nights without putting breath into him.  And He heaved sighs over him daily, saying, `If I put breath into this [man], he must suffer many pains.'  And I said unto My Father, `Put breath into him; I will be an advocate for him.'  And My Father said unto Me, `If I put breath into him, My beloved Son, Thou wilt be obliged to go down into the world, and to suffer many pains for him before Thou shalt have redeemed him, and made him to come back to his primal state.'  And I said unto My Father, `Put breath into him; I will be his advocate, and I will go down into the world, and will fulfil Thy command.' "  (“The Creation,” Ensign, May 2000, p. 84. The quote is also in his article “Jesus the Christ: Our Master and More,” Ensign, Apr. 2000, p. 4.  Also in his book Perfection Pending, and Other Favorite Discourses, p. 157.)

Stephen E. Robinson - The same Jesus Christ who is God the Son is also one of us.  He was human in every respect ("in all things")—right down to being tempted like other human beings.  And because he personally has been tempted, Christ can understand what temptation is.  From his own personal experience of the human condition, he understands what we are dealing with here, and he can empathize with us and help us overcome temptation just as he overcame it.
But can Jesus Christ, the divine son of God, really have been tempted?  Let me put the question more pointedly:  Did Jesus Christ have a carnal nature and suffer carnal urges?  Did he ever feel his flesh say "yes!" and have to say "no!" to it?  Did he ever experience the enticement, the carnal appeal, of sin?

Many Christians want to answer, "No, Christ was too holy to experience real temptations," but I believe the correct answer, the scriptural answer, is yes.  Jesus was human like the rest of us.  Part of what the Book of Mormon calls the great condescension of God was Christ's willingness to come into a mortal body that would subject him to physical temptations.  (See "1 Ne. 11:13"1 Ne. 11:14"1 Ne. 11:15"1 Ne. 11:16"1 Ne. 11:17"1 Ne. 11:18"1 Ne. 11:19"1 Ne. 11:20"1 Ne. 11:21"1 Ne. 11:22"1 Ne. 11:23"1 Ne. 11:24"1 Ne. 11:25"1 Ne. 11:26"1 Ne. 11:27"1 Ne. 11:28"1 Ne. 11:29"1 Ne. 11:30"1 Ne. 11:31"1 Ne. 11:321 Ne. 11:13-32.)  Jesus' holiness and perfect obedience were the result of consistently ignoring, rather than of never encountering, the enticements of a carnal nature.  The righteousness of Jesus is that he experienced the same temptations, the same carnal urges, the same distractions and opposition of the flesh and of the mind that we do in mortality, yet he instantly rejected them in every case:  "He suffered temptations but gave no heed unto them." ("D&C 20:22D&C 20:22.)

Think about it.  If Christ were not like us in being subject to temptation, if he were some different kind of being with qualitatively different experiences, how could he possibly set an example that we could follow?  How could his person or his performance then be relevant to human beings?  It doesn't matter how patiently a bird might show me how to fly, or a fish might show me how to breathe underwater.  I don't have wings, and I don't have gills.  These cannot teach me by example because we are not the same kind of being.  Similarly, if Jesus Christ was not genuinely human, or if his righteousness and obedience were due to some special gift that I do not share with him, then he cannot teach me by example to be like he is.  (Believing Christ, p. 112.)
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