Creation and Eden
Did Anyone Other Than the Savior 
Take Part in the Creation?
Joseph Fielding Smith - It is true that Adam helped to form this earth.  He labored with our Savior Jesus Christ.  I have a strong view or conviction that there were others also who assisted them.  Perhaps Noah and Enoch; and why not Joseph Smith, and those who were appointed to be rulers before the earth was formed?  (Doctrines of Salvation, v.1, p. 74-75)
Brigham Young - How long had this material been in existence?  Forever and forever, in some shape, in some condition.  We need not refer at all to those who were with God, and who assisted him in this work. (Journal of Discourses, v. 18, p. 232.  “Those” is plural but doesn’t necessarily refer to more than just Jehovah and Michael.)
Bruce R. McConkie - Jesus Christ, assisted by a host of the noble and great ones, acting under the direction of Elohim, his Father, was the creator of worlds without number.  (Promised Messiah, p. 62)    In his creation of this earth [Christ] was assisted by Michael and other noble and great spirits. (Abra. 3:22-24.)  (Promised Messiah, p. 62;Mormon Doctrine, 2nd ed., p. 170.)
Hugh Nibley - According to the Mandaean doctrine [ancient document], three celestial beings assisted at the creation and occasionally visited the earth; these were not the Godhead, however, but three messengers who later lived upon the earth as prophets.  (Since Cumorah, 2nd ed., p. 155)
Bruce R. McConkie - And we cannot doubt that the greatest of all female spirits was the one then chosen and foreordained to be "the mother of the Son of God, after the manner of the flesh" (1 Ne.  11: 18).  Nor can we do other than suppose that Eve was by her side, rejoicing in her own foreordination to be the first woman, the mother of men, the consort, companion, and friend of mighty Michael.  
Christ and Mary, Adam and Eve, Abraham and Sarah, and a host of mighty men and equally glorious women comprised that group of "the noble and great ones," to whom the Lord Jesus said: "We will go down, for there is space there, and we will take of these materials, and we will make an earth whereon these may dwell" (Abr. 3:22-25).  This we know: Christ, under the Father, is the Creator; Michael, his companion and associate, presided over much of the creative work; and with them, as Abraham saw, were many of the noble and great ones.  Can we do other than conclude that Mary and Eve and Sarah and myriads of our faithful sisters were numbered among them?  (Sermons and Writings of Bruce R. McConkie , p. 198)
Trees Became Living Souls
Moses 3:9 - And out of the ground made I, the Lord God, to grow every tree, naturally, that is pleasant to the sight of man; and man could behold it.  And it became also a living soul …

The Trees Became Living Souls - Moses 3:9 -indicates that “every tree … became also a living soul.” Man, animals, and birds “were also living souls” (see Moses 3:7, 19). D&C 88:15 teaches that a soul is a spirit and a body combined.  (Pearl of Great Price Student Manual, p. 10)

D&C 101:24 - And every corruptible thing, both of man, or of the beasts of the field, or of the fowls of the heavens, or of the fish of the sea, that dwells upon all the face of the earth, shall be consumed.  [Interestingly trees are not in the list.  By the way, according to the 1828 Websters Dictionary, “corruptible” means, “That which may decay and perish; the human body.”]

The Garden of Eden
Draper and Perry - The Garden of Eden account (Genesis 2–3) is composed of several powerful symbols that look forward to or anticipate later temple systems … such as the tree of life, cherubim, sacred waters, sacred vestments [clothing], Eden's eastward orientation, and divine revelation.  The Eden story also contains words and phrases used in later biblical texts that refer to the temple.  John the Revelator used many of these same temple symbols and skillfully wove them into his letters to the seven churches (Revelation 2–3).  (“Seven Promises to Those Who Overcome: Aspects of Genesis 2—3 in the Seven Letters”, article at http://maxwellinstitute.byu.edu. Additional symbols covered include death, bread, hidden manna, dominion, expulsion and receiving names.)
Genesis 2:8 - And the Lord God planted a garden eastward in Eden … (Also in Moses 3:8 and Abraham 5:8.  “Eastward” means toward the east but does not mean that it was the farthest eastern part.  In other words, whatever kind of region Eden was, there was probably additional territory in all directions around the garden.)
Graham W. Doxey - Neither biblical records nor secular [non-religious] history and archaeological research identify the dimensions or the location of the garden in terms of the present-day surface of the earth.  Latter-day revelation specifies that as a mortal, Adam lived at Adam-ondi-Ahman in what is now Daviess County, Missouri (D&C 107:53-56; 116:1; 117:8).  Several early LDS leaders, among them Brigham Young and Heber C. Kimball, stated that the Prophet Joseph Smith taught them that the Garden of Eden was located in what is now Jackson County, Missouri (Journal of Discourses 10:235; cf. 11:336-7; DS 3:74).  (“Garden of Eden, Encyclopedia of Mormonism)
D&C 116:1 - Spring Hill is named by the Lord Adam-ondi-Ahman, because, said he, it is the place where Adam shall come to visit his people, or the Ancient of Days shall sit, as spoken of by Daniel the prophet.  (Spring Hill is in Daviess County, Missouri.)
Edward Stevenson - He [Joseph Smith] also stated that the Garden of Eden was in Jackson County—the Center Place of Zion where a great temple will be reared. (Hyrum L. Andrus and Helen Mae Andrus, They Knew the Prophet, p. 86.)
Wilford Woodruff - President Young said, "Joseph the Prophet told me that the Garden of Eden was in Jackson Co., Missouri." (Wilford Woodruff's Journal, 1833-1898, v. 7, p. 129.)
Mountains

Ezekiel 28:13-16 - Thou hast been in Eden the garden of God … thou wast upon the holy mountain of God; thou hast walked up and down in the midst of the stones of fire ... therefore I will cast thee as profane out of the mountain of God: and I will destroy thee, O covering cherub, from the midst of the stones of fire.

Richard D. Draper - Interestingly, the sanctuary of Eden appears to be located in the holy mountain of God.  Ezekiel 28:14 and 16 are the only verses in the entire Old Testament that allude to the Garden of Eden being on a holy mountain. (From his chapter in A Witness of Jesus Christ: The 1989 Sperry Symposium on the Old Testament, p. 287.  Joseph Fielding McConkie in The Man Adam, p.27, says “Perhaps Ezekiel  was implying that Eden was a mountain or at least had a high place suited for worship.”)
Donald W. Parry - Every Near Eastern temple symbolically recalls a mountain, but the first temple complex (i.e., the Garden of Eden) possessed a mountain in actuality.  The biblical Garden of Eden account alludes to the presence of a mountain.  Be it remembered that a river originated in Eden that divided into four heads, and flowed outward (i.e. downward) into the four parts of the world … The rivers of Eden [Genesis 2:10-14, Moses 3:10-14] would have flowed downward, suggesting that Eden was located at an elevation higher (i.e., a mountain) than surrounding territories.
[… The ancient book called] 1 Enoch 18:6-12, 24-25 provides a description of the mountains in Eden.  During a panoramic vision of paradise, Enoch beheld several extraordinary mountains.  All of them were "dignified and glorious" and made of precious … stones.  And, more importantly, the mountains (which were in groups of three) were … stacked three high, one on top of the other, escalating heavenward.  The mountains "were pressing into heaven like the throne of God" and reached skyward "where the heavens come together."  This idea of mountains one on top of the other, or three high, is the [exaltation] of "successive ascension toward heaven."  (From his chapter in Temples of the Ancient World: Ritual and Symbolism, p. 133-136.)
D&C 117:8 - Is there not room enough on the mountains of Adam-ondi-Ahman, and on the plains of Olaha Shinehah, or the land where Adam dwelt … (Shinehah is the name for the sun in Abraham 3:13.)
The Cool of the Day
Genesis 3:8 - … The Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day ... (Also Moses 4:14.)
JST Genesis 3:13 - And they [Adam and Eve] heard the voice of the Lord God, as they were walking in the garden, in the cool of the day.
Hugh Nibley  - Was Adam idle and bored, his character undermined by such easy living?  Hardly!  He went happily about his work of taking good care of the place; he enjoyed frequent conversation with angels, and in the cool of the evening he strolls with the Lord himself – what a vast expansion of mind and spirit that evokes!  And to spend one's days with a woman of infinite understanding, whom age could not wither nor custom stale, was enough to fill the days with endless delight.  

When Adam left the garden, he went right on with his work of cultivating the earth, himself, and his numerous posterity, engaging in the three activities that are recommended as the proper way of life to all who work in the vineyard: "Behold, I say unto you that you shall let your time be devoted to –

1. The studying of the scriptures, and 
2. To preaching, and to confirming the church, … and 
3. To performing your labors on the land" (D&C 26:1).

Study, the work of the kingdom, and the cultivating of the soil were Adam's calling for almost a millennium-and he never got bored.  Though no longer in Paradise, he enjoyed the visitation and instruction of heavenly visitors, who undertook to teach him how he was to return again to his preexistent splendor with enhanced qualifications and credentials for what lay ahead.  (Approaching Zion, p. 208.)
Purpose

Russell M. Nelson – Though our understanding of the Creation is limited, we know enough to appreciate its supernal significance.  … The Creation, great as it is, is not an end in itself but a means to an end.  We come to the earth for a brief period of time, endure our tests and trials, and prepare to move onward and upward to a glorious homecoming.  Our thoughts and deeds while here will surely be more purposeful if we understand God’s plan and are thankful for and obedient to His commandments.  

As beneficiaries of the divine Creation, what shall we do?  We should care for the earth, be wise stewards over it, and preserve it for future generations.  And we are to love and care for one another.  

We are to be creators in our own right—builders of an individual faith in God, faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, and faith in His Church.  We are to build families and be sealed in holy temples.  We are to build the Church and kingdom of God upon the earth.  We are to prepare for our own divine destiny—glory, immortality, and eternal lives.  These supernal blessings can all be ours, through our faithfulness.  (“The Creation,” Ensign, May 2000, p. 84)

(Lesson by Zan and Misty Larsen, www.elarsen.net/lessons)
Extra Material



Beverly Campbell – [After quoting Elder McConkie words above]
From this statement we learn that Eve was at Michael's side before the foundations of the earth were set in place.  Further, Eve's role was vital, for she was actively engaged in the planning and preparations that would shape our sphere.  Eve was not merely a player on the stage after the Creation.  As the leaders of the Church have taught, she was one of those "taking the materials and making the earth" (see Abraham 4).  Certainly many of us were also privileged to participate.  Elder Marion G. Romney told us that "he [Adam] was taught concerning the preexistence, the creation of the earth-which he himself had participated in." Elder McConkie elaborated on this idea, telling us that Christ and Michael presided over much of the creative work, and then asked, "Can we do other than conclude that Mary and Eve and Sarah and myriads of our faithful sisters were numbered among them?"

When I learned this concept of active participation in the creation process, I could barely contain my joy and gratitude.  My first thought was, "I hope I helped design my beloved dogwood trees and assisted in planning the awesome majesty of mountain peak and ocean depth.”  Only later did I think of the far more significant role we women might have played in helping to shape spirits or organize bodies: "For I, the Lord God, created all things, of which I have spoken, spiritually, before they were naturally upon the face of the earth" (Moses 3:5).  (Eve and the Choice Made in Eden, pg number not listed in LDS Library 2009 CD-ROM.)


Henry Eyring (father of Pres. Eyring) - God rules from heaven.  He does it with such silken threads that some think He has lost the reins.  Some people do not even know that He exists.  Others wonder whether He exists … God is so gentle, so dedicated to the principle that men should be taught correct principles and then govern themselves and take responsibility for their own mistakes, that His children can actually question whether He exists.  I cannot think of anything that more wonderfully typifies His mercy, His kindness, His consideration for us, His concern for us, than that He does it all with bonds that are like the strongest steel but are so gentle that you cannot see them.  (From his chapter in Of Heaven and Earth: Reconciling Scientific Thought with LDS Theology, edited by David Clark, p. 65)



Full Quote

Russell M. Nelson – I testify that the earth and all life upon it are of divine origin.  The Creation did not happen by chance.  It did not come ex nihilo (out of nothing).  And human minds and hands able to build buildings or create computers are not accidental.  It is God who made us and not we ourselves.  We are His people!  The Creation itself testifies of a Creator.  We cannot disregard the divine in the Creation.  Without our grateful awareness of God’s hand in the Creation, we would be just as oblivious to our provider as are goldfish swimming in a bowl.  With deep gratitude, we echo the words of the Psalmist, who said, “O Lord, how manifold are thy works!  in wisdom hast thou made them all: the earth is full of thy riches.”

… Though our understanding of the Creation is limited, we know enough to appreciate its supernal significance.  

… The Creation, great as it is, is not an end in itself but a means to an end.  We come to the earth for a brief period of time, endure our tests and trials, and prepare to move onward and upward to a glorious homecoming.  Our thoughts and deeds while here will surely be more purposeful if we understand God’s plan and are thankful for and obedient to His commandments.  

As beneficiaries of the divine Creation, what shall we do?  We should care for the earth, be wise stewards over it, and preserve it for future generations.  And we are to love and care for one another.  

We are to be creators in our own right—builders of an individual faith in God, faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, and faith in His Church.  We are to build families and be sealed in holy temples.  We are to build the Church and kingdom of God upon the earth.  We are to prepare for our own divine destiny—glory, immortality, and eternal lives.  These supernal blessings can all be ours, through our faithfulness.  (“The Creation,” Ensign, May 2000, p. 84)



What do we know about the location of the Garden of Eden?

Bruce A. Van Orden, “I Have a Question,” Ensign, Jan. 1994, 54–55

