The Creation, Wonderings and Marvels 

D&C 101:32-34 - … When the Lord shall come, he shall reveal all things … Things of the earth, by which it was made, and the purpose and the end thereof. 

D&C 88:78-79 - Teach ye diligently … Of things both in heaven and in the earth, and under the earth …

D&C 11:22 - … And then shall all things be added thereto.

Respect for Scripture

James E. Talmage - Let us not try to wrest the scriptures in an attempt to explain away what we cannot explain. The opening chapters of Genesis, and scriptures related thereto, were never intended as a text-book of geology, archaeology, Earth-science or man-science … We do not show reverence for the scriptures when we misapply them through faulty interpretation.  (Quoted by Bart J. Kowallis in his chapter in Of Heaven and Earth: Reconciling Scientific Thought with LDS Theology, p.38)
Nicholas Beale – First of all, nothing we can say can exhaust the richness of scripture.  The language of Genesis was inspired and speaks of things “too deep for words.”  (Romans 8:26)  (Questions of Truth, John Polkinghorne and him, p. 72.  His quote in Romans is from the English Standard Version of the Bible.  The KJV is “groanings which cannot be uttered”.)
Seven Time Periods

(See the Pearl of Great Price institute manual, p. 7, for the section titled “Moses 2:5. How Long Was a Day of Creation?”  What does President Young mean when he says, “We are not authorized to say …”?)
Russell M. Nelson - The physical Creation itself was staged through ordered periods of time.  In Genesis and Moses, those periods are called days.  But in the book of Abraham, each period is referred to as a time.  Whether termed a day, a time, or an age, each phase was a period between two identifiable events—a division of eternity.  (“The Creation,” Ensign, May 2000, p. 84)

Complex Systems for Life

Morris S. Peterson - As one examines layers of fossil-bearing rock, it is obvious that there is a very definite, ordered pattern. As Elder James E. Talmage (a geologist) wrote in the Deseret News on 21 November 1931:

Geologists say that these very simple forms of plant and animal bodies were succeeded by others more complicated; and in the indestructible record of the rocks they read the story of advancing life from the simple to the more complex …

The sequence in the frequency of fossils repeats itself in sedimentary rocks throughout the world.  Furthermore, whether they were in Australia, Africa, Europe, the Americas, or elsewhere, the various forms of life on earth appeared and disappeared at the same time.  To the faithful student of the scriptures, this precision reflects the ordered processes of God, the divine Creator.  The sequence of the creation of life on earth as recorded in Genesis—first plants (Gen. 1:11-12), then animals (Gen. 1:20-23)—is duplicated in the fossil record: the appearance of plant fossils comes before the appearance of animal fossils.  (“Questions and Answers,” Tambuli (foreign version of the Ensign), Apr. 1988, p. 29)

Jonathan Weiner  - If there were slightly more oxygen on our planet – perhaps 5 or 10 percent more – there might be a global inferno.  The atmosphere and biosphere would be so inflammable that forest fires, once started, would rage out of control until the whole biosphere went up in flames in an atmospheric Armageddon.

If there were a little less oxygen, on the other hand – perhaps 5 or 10 percent less – living things would not have as much energy to work with.  There might still be bacteria on Earth, and perhaps more intricate microscopic creatures like the amoeba … But there would be nothing as big as a human being to look through the microscope and wonder.  (The Next 100 Years, p. 197)

If the sea were much saltier than it is now, then marine life would be impossible.  The Atlantic and Pacific would be as lifeless as the Dead Sea.  In fact, chemical oceanographers do not know why the Atlantic and Pacific are not Dead Seas.  Rivers and streams wash millions of tons of salt into the sea each year, yet the sea does not become more salty.  Something is keeping the chemistry of the sea in just the range that life can tolerate.  Another planetary mystery. 

The seas have never boiled away and they have never frozen solid in the 4.5 billion years since the creation of the planet.  Yet the Sun itself has gradually brightened since its birth by as much as 25 percent.  (ibid, p. 199)

Pre-History

Michael D. Rhodes and J. Ward Moody - The traditional chronology of the Irish Anglican Archbishop James Ussher (born 1581, died 1656), places the fall at 4004 BC.  To arrive at this number, Ussher worked back from known dates using the data for births and deaths given for the various patriarchs in the text of the book of Genesis.  Unfortunately these numbers are not consistent in the various manuscripts and versions of the Bible, and we have no way of knowing which, if any, of those that have come down to us are accurate.  One interesting statement by the prophet Nephi, son of Helaman, in the Book of Mormon, seems to indicate that the fall may have occurred considerably earlier than 4000 BC.  Speaking around 20 BC, he states, “there were many before the days of Abraham who were called by the order of God; yea, even after the order of his Son; and this that it should be shown unto the people, a great many thousand years before his coming, that even redemption should come unto them” (Helaman 8:18).  Only 4,000 years before the coming of Christ does not seem to qualify as “a great many thousand years”.   (From their chapter in Astronomy, Papyrus, and Covenant, v. 3 of the FARMS series Studies In The Book of Abraham, p. 25)
Sidney B. Sperry - Orson Pratt commented on systems of chronology as follows: "… The time from the creation to the birth of Christ is set down as 5,500.  Father Pezron makes it 5,873 years … Then you take the one who has given the chronology to the Bible, Archbishop Usher, and he makes it 4,004 years from the creation to Christ … We are no more sure that Archbishop Usher's chronology is correct, than we are to suppose that many of those others are correct."  (The Spirit of the Old Testament, p. 230)
Morris S. Peterson - The different roles science and religion play is illustrated in a study of the dinosaurs.  From the fossil record it is theorized that the dinosaurs were the dominant animals on earth between 225 and 67 million years ago.  Some were meat-eating, others lived on plants.  Some were small, while others were gigantic, weighing up to seventy-two metric tons and growing to lengths of more than twenty-seven meters.

The existence of these animals is unquestionable, for their remains have been found in rocks all over the world.  What eternal purpose they played in the creation and early history of the world is unknown.  The scriptures do not discuss the subject of dinosaurs, and it is not the purpose of science to explain why they were here.  We can only conclude, as Elder Talmage did, that “The whole series of chalk deposits and many of our deep-sea limestones contain the skeletal remains of animals.  These lived and died, age after age, while the earth was not ready for human habitation.”  (“Questions and Answers,” Tambuli [Church publication], Apr. 1988, p. 29)

Hugh Nibley - Do not begrudge existence to creatures that looked like men long, long ago, nor deny them a place in God's affection ... Nor am I overly concerned as to just when they might have lived, for their world is not our world.  They had all gone away long before our people ever appeared. God assigned them their proper times and functions, as he has given me mine—a full-time job that admonishes me to remember his words to the overly eager Moses: "For mine own purpose have I made these things. Here is wisdom and it remaineth in me." (Moses 1:31)  It is Adam as my own parent who concerns me.  When he walks onto the stage, then and only then the play begins.  He opens a book and starts calling out names.  They are the sons of Adam, who also qualify as sons of God, Adam himself being a son of God.  This is the book of remembrance from which many have been blotted out.  (Old Testament and Related Studies, p. 82–83)

Improvement Era - Origin of Man.—"In just what manner did the mortal bodies of Adam and Eve come into existence on this earth?" This question comes from several High Priests' quorums.

Of course, all are familiar with the statements in Genesis 1:26, 27; 2: 7; also in the Book of Moses, Pearl of Great Price, 2: 27; and in the Book of - Abraham 5:7.  The latter statement reads: "And the Gods formed man from the dust of the ground, and took his spirit (that is, the man's spirit) and put it into him; and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and man became a living soul."

These are the authentic statements of the scriptures, ancient and modern, and it is best to rest with these, until the Lord shall see fit to give more light on the subject. Whether the mortal bodies of man evolved in natural processes to present perfection, through the direction and power of God; whether the first parents of our generations, Adam and Eve, were transplanted from another sphere, with immortal tabernacles, which became corrupted through sin and the partaking of natural foods, in the process of time; whether they were born here in mortality, as other mortals have been, are questions not fully answered in the revealed word of God.  (Priesthood Quorums' Table., Improvement Era, 1910, Vol. Xiii. April, 1910. No 6.  According to Frank B. Salisbury, the “Priesthood Quorums’ Table” column of the magazine was done by the First Presidency.  For this and other references to authoritative statements, see http://maxwellinstitute.byu.edu/display.php?table=review&id=609.)
Spencer W. Kimball -  Man became a living soul—mankind, male and female. The Creators breathed into their nostrils the breath of life and man and woman became living souls.  We don’t know exactly how their coming into this world happened, and when we’re able to understand it the Lord will tell us. (“The Blessing and Responsibilities of Womanhood,” Ensign, Mar. 1976, 72.  Quoted in the PoGP institute student manual, section for Moses 3:6–7, p. 9)
Brigham Young - … Our religion will not clash with or contradict the facts of science in any particular.  You may take geology, for instance, and it is a true science; not that I would say for a moment that all the conclusions and deductions of its professors are true, but its leading principles are; they are facts - they are eternal … How long it has been organized it is not for me to say … We differ very much with Christendom in regard to the sciences of religion.  Our religion embraces all truth and every fact in existence, no matter whether in heaven, earth, or hell.  A fact is a fact, all truth issues forth from the Fountain of truth, and the sciences are facts as far as men have proved them.  (Journal of Discourses, v. 14, p.117)
Charles Darwin - I feel most deeply that this whole question of Creation is too profound for human intellect.  A dog might as well speculate on the mind of [the great scientist Isaac] Newton!  Let each man hope and believe what he can.  (London Illustrated News, 21 April 1862, quoted in http://en.wikiquote.org/wiki/Darwin.)
Thomas S. Monson - I acknowledge that I do not understand the processes of creation, but I accept the fact of it.  (Ensign, Feb. 2001, p. 2)
Albert Einstein - I want to know how God created this world.  I am not interested in this or that phenomenon, in the spectrum of this or that [chemical] element.  I want to know His thoughts; the rest are details. (Einstein, the Life and Times, by Ronald W. Clark, p. 19)
 (Lesson by Zan and Misty Larsen, www.elarsen.net/lessons)

Quiz: Ideas about the Creation

Grade the surety of each of these statements as to whether it is false, possibly true, probably true or completely true.

	1.
	The earth was created next to the star Kolob and then moved here when Adam and Eve fell. 
	False
	Poss.
	Prob. 
	True

	2.
	The earth was created in 7 days of 24 hours each.
	False
	Poss.
	Prob. 
	True

	3.
	The earth was created in 7 days of 1,000 years each. 
	False
	Poss.
	Prob. 
	True

	4.
	The earth was created in 7 time periods, each of unknown length. 
	False
	Poss.
	Prob. 
	True

	5.
	As the creation progressed, the life forms introduced became more complex.
	False
	Poss.
	Prob. 
	True

	6.
	Things were so complex that the Gods watched until they were obeyed. (Abraham 4:18)
	False
	Poss.
	Prob. 
	True

	7.
	Trees have spirits.  (Moses 3:9)
	False
	Poss.
	Prob. 
	True

	8.
	There were dinosaurs.
	False
	Poss.
	Prob. 
	True

	9.
	There were cavemen before Adam and Eve.
	False
	Poss.
	Prob. 
	True


10. List 7 purposes to the creation.  (One of them should be 1 word long, 2 letters in length, starting with M.)

D&C 101:32-34 - Yea, verily I say unto you, in that day when the Lord shall come, he shall reveal all things— Things which have passed, and hidden things which no man knew, things of the earth, by which it was made, and the purpose and the end thereof— Things most precious, things that are above, and things that are beneath, things that are in the earth, and upon the earth, and in heaven.

D&C 88:78-79 - Teach ye diligently and my grace shall attend you, that you may be instructed more perfectly in theory, in principle, in doctrine …  Of things both in heaven and in the earth, and under the earth; things which have been, things which are, things which must shortly come to pass; things which are at home, things which are abroad; the wars and the perplexities of the nations

D&C 11:22 - But now hold your peace; study my word which hath gone forth among the children of men, and also study my word which shall come forth among the children of men, or that which is now translating, yea, until you have obtained all which I shall grant unto the children of men in this generation, and then shall all things be added thereto.

Extra Material

Answers to the Quiz #1 (geeky movies)
1. Slartibartfast, from the movie “Hitchhikers Guide to the Galaxy”.

2. “Time Bandits”.

3. It was called “The Genesis Device”.

4. The year is 2010, from the movie “2010: The Year We Make Contact”.

Was there Death before the Fall?

Michael D. Rhodes and J. Ward Moody – Was there death among plants and animals before the Fall? … Elder B. H. Roberts, senior president of the First Council of the Seventy, wrote and spoke extensively of his beliefs concerning pre-Adamites and death among plant and animal life before the Fall.  His views were strongly opposed by Elder Joseph Fielding Smith of the Quorum of the Twelve. … After careful consideration, the First Presidency issued a report.  Dated 5 April 1931 and addressed to the Council of the Twelve, the First Council of the Seventy, and the Presiding Bishopric, the report stated:  “Neither side of the controversy has been accepted as doctrine at all.”  Thus, the First Presidency made it clear that the Church has no official stand concerning the existence of pre-Adamites and death among plants and animals before the Fall.  Soon after this the First Presidency invited Elder James E. Talmage (who was a geologist by profession) to give a talk on the issue.  He gave this talk, entitled “The Earth and Man”, in the Tabernacle on 9 August 1931, and stated that the earth was extremely ancient.  He also confirmed that life and death occurred on the earth long before the coming of man:

But this we know, for both revealed and discovered truth, that is to say, both scripture and science, so affirm – that plant life antedated animal existence, and that animals preceded man on earth … These [plants and animals] lived and died, age after age, while the earth was yet unfit for human habitation.

In November of that same year, 1931, the First Presidency approved the publication of this speech with slight changes, and it appeared in the church section of the Deseret News on 17 November.  It was subsequently made available as a church pamphlet and was republished in The Instructor.  While this does not constitute official church approval, it does show that there was no disapproval …

Some have tried to account for these fossilized remains by maintaining that the earth was formed from parts of other earths. For support, they refer to a quotation from Joseph Smith that “this earth was organized or formed out of other planets which were broken up and remodeled and made into the one on which we live.”  This is not, however, a direct quote from Joseph Smith, but it comes from an entry in William Clayton’s journal.  William McIntire was at the same sermon and recorded what Joseph said somewhat differently: “Earth has been organized out of portions of other Globes that has ben Disorganized.”  Here McIntire uses “globes” rather than “planets”, which could refer to any celestial body: planet, comet, asteroid, or star.  All the elements out of which this earth is formed (with the exception of hydrogen and some helium) were formed inside stars.  The elements up to iron are formed in the various stages of fusion a star goes through during its lifetime.  Elements heavier than iron are formed primarily in supernova explosions and are then dispersed throughout the galaxy by that same explosion.  Thus the elements of this earth did indeed come from other “globes” that were disorganized – a supernova is a fairly substantial disorganization.  (From their chapter in Astronomy, Papyrus, and Covenant, v. 3 of the FARMS series Studies In The Book of Abraham, p. 25)

Seven Thousand Years

Joseph Fielding Smith – This earth was created on the Lord’s time, which is celestial time.  By revelation we know exactly the nature of that time, and just how many days of celestial time were required to create this earth.  Moreover, we know how long this earth has endured, approximately, and how long it will endure according to our present rate of reckoning… When this earth was created, it was not according to our present time, but it was created according to Kolob’s time, for the Lord has said it was created on celestial time, which is Kolob’s time.  Then he revealed to Abraham that Adam was subject to Kolob’s time before his transgression. (Doctrines of Salvation, 1:78-79)

Seven Time Periods

Thomas R. Valletta - Some individuals interpret scriptures to say that the Creation was done in six 24-hour days.  Does Abraham’s usage of “time” lead us to understand that the Creation was not confined to six 24-hour days as we know them?

Some readers of the Bible believe the Creation of the earth took six 24-hour days.  Others refer to Peter’s statement “that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day” (2 Pet.  3:8) as evidence that the Creation may have taken 6,000 years.

Latter-day Saints have additional information that allows a third view—that each “day” of the Creation was of unspecified duration and that the Creation of the earth took place during an unknown length of time.  Abraham stresses that day is synonymous with time.  For example, Abraham 4:8 summarizes the second creative period by stating that “this was the second time that they called night and day.”  This usage is consistent with ancient Hebrew.  The Hebrew word YOM, often translated day, can also mean “time” or “period.”  In other words, the term translated day in Genesis could be appropriately read as “period.”

Also, the term day is used in scripture to indicate a period of time in which the labor of God is to be performed.  Day in this sense is usually contrasted with night or darkness, wherein labor is ceased.  For example, the Savior said, “I must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the night cometh, when no man can work” (John 9:4; see also John 11:9–10).  The Book of Mormon also contains this ancient usage.  In Alma 34:32–33, Amulek warns: “The day of this life is the day for men to perform their labors.  …

“I beseech of you that ye do not procrastinate the day of your repentance until the end; for after this day of life, which is given us to prepare for eternity, behold, if we do not improve our time while in this life, then cometh the night of darkness wherein there can be no labor performed.”

These scriptures suggest that the word day is used to describe periods of varying lengths.  Elder Bruce R. McConkie explained, “There is no revealed recitation specifying that each of the ‘six days’ involved in the Creation was of the same duration” (Ensign, June 1982, 11).

The accounts of the Creation were clearly given to us for reasons other than determining the “how” and the “how long” of creation.  A more rewarding approach is to read these accounts to discover what they tell us concerning God’s work and glory.  (“I Have a Question,” Ensign, Jan 1994, 52–55.  The final paragraph’s condescending tone almost chastises the questioner for asking.  It begs the question as to why he went to the effort of writing the preceding six paragraphs.  Perhaps “a more rewarding approach” for him would be “to read” in the Doctrine and Covenants “to discover” that the concept of asking appears approximately one hundred times – this from a God who “upbraideth not” (James 1:5) the questioner.)
In Relation to Kolob

Brigham Young – This earthly ball, this little opaque substance thrown off into space, is only a speck in the great universe; and when it is celestialized it will go back into the presence of God, where it was first framed.  All belongs to God, and those who keep his celestial law will return to him. (Journal of Discourses, 9:317)

Joseph Smith – This earth will be rolled back into the presence of God and crowned with celestial glory. (Teachings of the Presidents of the Church: Joseph Smith, p. 258)

John Taylor – The Earth “was organized near…Kolob.” (The Mormon 3, 29 August 1857)

Brigham Young – When the earth was framed and brought into existence and man was placed upon it, it was near the throne of our Father in heaven.  And when man fell…the earth fell into space, and took up its abode in this planetary system, and the sun became our light…This is the glory the earth came from, and when it is glorified it will return again unto the presence of the Father, and it will dwell there, and these intelligent beings that I am looking at, if they live worthy of it, will dwell upon this earth. (Journal of Discourses, 17:143)

Addison Everett – [I heard] Joseph say that the earth…again would revolve in its original orbit next to Kolob. (Diary of Charles L. Walker, 1855-1902, 18 Oct 1880)

Russell M. Nelson – [Creative] period four was a time of further development. Lights in the expanse of the heaven were organized so there could be seasons and other means of measuring time. During this period, the sun, the moon, the stars, and the earth were placed in proper relationship to one another.  The sun, with its vast stores of hydrogen, was to serve as a giant furnace to provide light and heat for the earth and life upon it.  (“The Creation,” Ensign, May 2000, p. 84)

[image: image1.png]



Harmony of Accounts - The Pearl of Great Price institute manual has a tremendous section at the back.  It places the 3 scriptural accounts of the creation (Genesis, Moses and Abraham) in parallel columns so that it’s easy to compare them verse by verse - http://www.ldsces.org/inst_manuals/PGPInst35852000/Lessons/PGPInst35852000_11.pdf.  If that is not available for some reason, see our downloaded copy by clicking here.

Henry Eyring (father of Pres. Eyring) – Some are particularly disturbed by scientists who “tamper with creation” and actually try to start life in a laboratory.  It would disturb me more to find that life couldn't be started in a laboratory.  If life can't be started somehow in this physical world, then how did I get here?  (From his chapter in Of Heaven and Earth: Reconciling Scientific Thought with LDS Theology, edited by David Clark, p. 52)

Henry Eyring (father of Pres. Eyring) – My wife and I have a lot that is sixty feet across the front, one hundred feet deep, and extends straight up to the limits of space, so far as I know.  Clearly, this qualifies me to speak on the broader aspects of the universe.  (From his chapter in Of Heaven and Earth: Reconciling Scientific Thought with LDS Theology, edited by David Clark, p. 52)

Bart J. Kowallis - In general I am a firm believer in the idea propounded by Galileo, and reiterated more recently by Elder  James E. Talmage, that the holy scriptures are not textbooks of science, nor were they ever intended to teach scientific principles. Galileo, in his letter to Castelli on 13 December 1613, stated that "scripture deals with natural matters in such a cursory and allusive way that it looks as though it wanted to remind us that its business is about the soul and that, as concerns Nature, it is willing to adjust its language to the simple minds of the people." 

Elder Talmage said: "Let us not try to wrest the scriptures in an attempt to explain away what we cannot explain. The opening chapters of Genesis, and scriptures related thereto, were never intended as a text-book of geology, archaeology, Earth-science or man-science … We do not show reverence for the scriptures when we misapply them through faulty interpretation."  (From his chapter in Of Heaven and Earth: Reconciling Scientific Thought with LDS Theology, p.38)
Bart J. Kowallis – [Regarding Moses 1:37-39] This vision of Moses is simply packed with ideas that were unknown or only in their infant stages in the scientific community at the time of Joseph Smith.  For example, what did God mean by "the heavens, they are many"?  The wording of this passage makes me believe that God was not just referring to the stars we see in our own heavens at night, but to some other heavens as well. I can see other possibilities. First, the heavens spoken of here may represent galaxies, and we certainly know today that "they are many."  However, it was not until the early part of the twentieth century that scientists were even certain that other galaxies existed.  Will these galaxies "pass away"?  Before the development of modern theories of cosmology, it was believed that the heavens were static and immutable.  Today it is believed that galaxies have a finite lifetime-they are born, they live for several billion years, and then they will die in either a general collapse of our universe or in a slow burnout as the universe continues to expand.

An alternative hypothesis is that the heavens spoken of in this passage of scripture represent different universes of which ours is only one of many, and that each of these universes has a finite lifetime.  As strange as this idea may sound, it is today one of the prominent scientific theories for the origin and demise of the universe.  Physicist Andrei Linde, one of the proponents of this theory, wrote: "Just a few years ago there was no doubt that the universe was born in a single Big Bang singularity. … Now it seems more likely that the universe is an eternally existing, self-producing entity, that is divided into many mini-universes much larger than our observable portion."  Each of these mini-universes has a finite existence in space and time, appearing and disappearing over billions of years.  (From his chapter in Of Heaven and Earth: Reconciling Scientific Thought with LDS Theology, p. 40-41)
Brigham Young - It was observed here just now that we differ from the Christian world in our religious faith and belief; and so we do very materially.  I am not astonished that infidelity prevails to a great extent among the inhabitants of the earth, for the religious teachers of the people advance many ideas and notions for truth which are in opposition to and contradict facts demonstrated by science, and which are generally understood.  Says the scientific man, "I do not see your religion to be true; I do not understand the law, light, rules, religion, or whatever you call it, which you say God has revealed; it is confusion to me, and if I submit to and embrace your views and theories I must reject the facts which science demonstrates to me."  This is the position, and the line of demarcation has been plainly drawn, by those who profess Christianity, between the sciences and revealed religion.  You take, for instance, our geologists, and they tell us that this earth has been in existence for thousands and millions of years.  They think, and they have good reason for their faith, that their researches and investigations enable them to demonstrate that this earth has been in existence as long as they assert it has; and they say, "If the Lord, as religionists declare, made the earth out of nothing in six days, six thousand years ago, our studies are all vain; but by what we can learn from nature and the immutable laws of the Creator as revealed therein, we know that your theories are incorrect and consequently we must reject your religions as false and vain; we must be what you call infidels, with the demonstrated truths of science in our possession; or, rejecting those truths, become enthusiasts in, what you call, Christianity."     

In these respects we differ from the Christian world, for our religion will not clash with or contradict the facts of science in any particular.  You may take geology, for instance, and it is a true science; not that I would say for a moment that all the conclusions and deductions of its professors are true, but its leading principles are; they are facts - they are eternal; and to assert that the Lord made this earth out of nothing is preposterous and impossible.  God never made something out of nothing; it is not in the economy or law by which the worlds were, are, or will exist.  There is an eternity before us, and it is full of matter; and if we but understand enough of the Lord and his ways, we would say that he took of this matter and organized this earth from it.  How long it has been organized it is not for me to say, and I do not care anything about it.  As for the Bible account of the creation we may say that the Lord gave it to Moses, or rather Moses obtained the history and traditions of the fathers, and from these picked out what he considered necessary, and that account has been handed down from age to age, and we have got it, no matter whether it is correct or not, and whether the Lord found the earth empty and void, whether he made it out of nothing or out of the rude elements; or whether he made it in six days or in as many millions of years, is and will remain a matter of speculation in the minds of men unless he give revelation on the subject. 

… We differ very much with Christendom in regard to the sciences of religion.  Our religion embraces all truth and every fact in existence, no matter whether in heaven, earth, or hell.  A fact is a fact, all truth issues forth from the Fountain of truth, and the sciences are facts as far as men have proved them.  In talking to a gentleman not long ago, I said, "The Lord is one of the most scientific men that ever lived; you have no idea of the knowledge that he has with regard to the sciences.  If you did but know it, every truth that you and all men have acquired a knowledge of through study and research, has come from him - he is the fountain whence all truth and wisdom flow; he is the fountain of all knowledge, and of every true principle that exists in heaven or on earth." The gentleman said that such ideas conflicted with his traditions; but said he, "I like to hear such talk and such principles taught, for we do know, from scientific research and investigation, that certain facts exist in nature which those called Christians discard or throw away; they do not want anything to do with them; they say this has nothing to do with religion; but you talk very different to this."  (Journal of Discourses, v. 14, p.117)
Joseph Smith - Many have supposed that the doctrine of translation was a doctrine whereby men were taken immediately into the presence of God, and into an eternal fullness, but this is a mistaken idea. Their place of habitation is that of the terrestrial order, and a place prepared for such characters He held in reserve to be ministering angels unto many planets, and who as yet have not entered into so great a fullness as those who are resurrected from the dead. "Others were tortured, not accepting deliverance, that they might obtain a better resurrection."  (See Hebrews 11:35)  (History of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, v. 4, p. 210)


From a conversation with Hugh Nibley –
Midgley: How long did it take God to create the world?

Nibley: Oh, come on.  He has all the time in the world.  And remember, time is only measured by man, the Lord tells us … Time is a state of mind.  (Eloquent Witness: Nibley on Himself, Others, and the Temple, p. 43)


Wikipedia.org - The original atmosphere was primarily helium and hydrogen. Heat (from the still-molten crust, and the sun) dissipated this atmosphere.  About 3.5 billion years ago, the surface had cooled enough to form a crust, still heavily populated with volcanoes which released steam, carbon dioxide, and ammonia. This led to [an atmosphere] which was primarily carbon dioxide and water vapor, with some nitrogen but virtually no oxygen.  (www.wikipedia.org, “Earth’s Atmosphere”)


Movie Quiz

1. Who designed some of the land masses?  He said, “Ever heard of a place... I think it's called Norway? That was one of mine. I got an award for it. Lovely crinkly edges.” 

2. What movie featured a group of bandits who had been assistants to The Creator?  One of them said, “[We were fired] just for creating the pink bungadoo.  ... Beautiful tree, that was. ... Six hundred feet high, bright red, and smelled terrible."  They battled against the evil genius who said, “Look how [The Supreme Being] spends his time: forty-three species of parrots! … He created slugs! They can't hear, they can't speak, they can't operate machinery. If I were creating the world, I wouldn't mess about with butterflies and daffodils. I would've started with lasers, eight o'clock, day one.”  

3. In “Star Trek, The Wrath of Khan”, what is the name of the device that can change a barren planet into a paradise in a matter of minutes?  

4. In what year will alien super-beings change Jupiter into a small sun that warms its frozen moons?  When that happens the aliens will beam a message to earth that says, “All these worlds are yours ... Use them together.  Use them in peace.”


