	Celestial

1.  The celestial kingdom is a kingdom of resplendent glory (see D&C 137:1–4).

 2.  Faithful members of the Church will come forth in the morning of the First Resurrection and receive a glorified, celestial body (see D&C 76:64–65; 88:28–29).

 3.  Those who inherit the celestial kingdom will dwell in the presence of God and Christ forever (see D&C 76:62).

 4.  Those in the celestial kingdom will minister to the inhabitants of the terrestrial kingdom (see D&C 76:86–87).

 5.  Those who inherit exaltation, the highest degree in the celestial kingdom, will become kings and priests unto God and members of the Church of the Firstborn (see D&C 76:54–57).

 6.  Through the Atonement and their own faithfulness, those who obtain exaltation become gods (see D&C 76:58; 132:19–20).
 7.  Exalted beings receive all things that the Father has (see D&C 76:55, 59; 84:38).

Inheritors

1.  We must receive the testimony of Jesus, be baptized, receive the Holy Ghost, and keep the commandments (see D&C 76:51–52).
 2.  We must overcome all things by faith and be sealed by the Holy Spirit of Promise (see D&C 76:53, 60).

 3.  We must comply with the new and everlasting covenant of marriage (see D&C 131:1–3).
	Terrestrial

1.  The inhabitants of the terrestrial kingdom will enjoy the presence of the Son but not the fulness of the Father (see D&C 76:77).

 2.  Those in the terrestrial kingdom will minister to those in the telestial kingdom (see D&C 76:81, 86).

 3.  The terrestrial kingdom exceeds the glory, power, might, and dominion of the telestial kingdom (see D&C 76:91).

 4.  Those who inherit the terrestrial kingdom will come forth in the First Resurrection after those who inherit the celestial kingdom have been resurrected (see D&C 88:99; 45:54).

Inheritors

1.  Those who inherit the terrestrial kingdom are described as honorable people who, either in this world or in the spirit world, receive the testimony of Jesus but are not valiant in that testimony (see D&C 76:71–79).

 2.  Among those who inherit the terrestrial kingdom will be people who died without the law, spirits kept in prison, and some members of the Church who were not sufficiently valiant (see D&C 76:72–75, 79).

 3.  Those who reject the prophets in this life and then accept the gospel in the spirit world will inherit the terrestrial kingdom (see D&C 76:73–74; 138:32).


	Telestial

1.  The inhabitants of the telestial kingdom will suffer the wrath of God and be cast into hell until the end of the Millennium (see D&C 76:84, 104–6; 2 Nephi 28:15).

 2.  Those in the telestial kingdom will receive the Holy Ghost through the ministration of those in the terrestrial kingdom (see D&C 76:86, 88).

 3.  Telestial glory surpasses all human understanding (see D&C 76:89).

 4.  Those obedient to telestial laws will be resurrected with telestial bodies in the Second, or Last, Resurrection (see D&C 76:85; 88:31; Mosiah 15:26).

 5.  Those in the telestial kingdom will be servants of God, “but where God and Christ dwell they cannot come, worlds without end” (D&C 76:112).

Inheritors

1.  Those who profess to follow Christ or the prophets but willfully reject the gospel, the testimony of Jesus, the prophets, and the everlasting covenant will inherit the telestial kingdom (see D&C 76:99–101).
 2.  The inhabitants of the telestial kingdom will include those who were murderers, liars, sorcerers, adulterers, and whoremongers—in general, the wicked people of the earth (see D&C 76:103; Revelation 22:15).  These inhabitants of the telestial kingdom will have become clean through their suffering so that they can abide telestial glory.

 3.  The inhabitants of the telestial kingdom will be as innumerable as the stars (see D&C 76:109).
	Outer 
Darkness

Inheritors

1.  Satan and the one-third of the hosts of heaven who followed him became sons of perdition (see D&C 76:25–30; 29:36–38; Revelation 12:7–9; 2 Peter 2:4; Jude 1:6).

 2.  Those who in mortality have known the power of God, been made partakers of it, and then later denied the truth and defied God’s power will also be sons of perdition (see D&C 76:31–32).

 3.  Those who deny the Holy Ghost after having received it and crucify the Savior unto themselves will have no forgiveness and will be sons of perdition (see D&C 76:34–36; Matthew 12:31–32).

 4.  Sons of perdition will suffer the wrath of God and partake of the second death (see D&C 76:33, 37–38).

 5.  Those who become sons of perdition in mortality will be resurrected but will not be redeemed in a kingdom of glory (see D&C 76:38–39, 43–44; 88:24, 32).

 6.  Only those who become sons of perdition will be able to comprehend the magnitude of the misery of those who inherit such a state (see D&C 76:44–48).




	■  “The higher ordinances in the temple of God pertain to exaltation in the celestial kingdom.” (D&C 88:22)” (Joseph Fielding Smith, Doctrines of Salvation, 2:41–42).
■ “Terrestrial glory may be all right for honorable Gentiles, who have not faith enough to believe the Gospel and who do right according to the best knowledge they have; but celestial glory is our aim … If there is a law that God has revealed and it is necessary to be obeyed before celestial glory can be reached, I want to know it and obey it.” (George Q.  Cannon, in Conference Report, Apr.  1900, 55–56).
 ■ “When you climb up a ladder, you must begin at the bottom, and ascend step by step, until you arrive at the top; and so it is with the principles of the Gospel—you must begin with the first, and go on until you learn all the principles of exaltation.  But it will be a great while after you have passed through the veil before you will have learned them.  It is not all to be comprehended in this world; it will be a great work to learn our salvation and exaltation even beyond the grave” (Joseph Smith, Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, 348).
■ “Some might suppose that it would be a great blessing to be taken and carried directly into heaven and there set down, but in reality that would be no blessing to such persons; they could not reap a full reward, could not enjoy the glory of the kingdom, and could not comprehend and abide the light thereof, but it would be to them a hell intolerable and I suppose would consume them much quicker than would hell fire. It would be no blessing to you to be carried into the celestial kingdom, and obliged to stay therein, unless you were prepared to dwell there” (Brigham Young, Discourses of Brigham Young, 95).
	■ “Into the terrestrial kingdom will go all those who are honorable and who have lived clean virtuous lives, but who would not receive the Gospel, but in the spirit world repented and accepted it as far as it can be given unto them.  Many of these have been blinded by tradition and the love of the world, and have not been able to see the beauties of the Gospel” (Joseph Fielding Smith, Church History and Modern Revelation, 1:287–88).

 ■ “After the Lord and the righteous who are caught up to meet him have descended upon the earth, there will come to pass another resurrection.  This may be considered as a part of the first, although it comes later.  In this resurrection will come forth those of the terrestrial order, who were not worthy to be caught up to meet him, but who are worthy to come forth to enjoy the millennial reign” (Joseph Fielding Smith, Doctrines of Salvation, 2:296).

■ “We read of others who receive glory of a secondary order, differing from the highest as ‘the moon differs from the sun in the firmament.’ These are they who, though honorable, failed to comply with the requirements for exaltation, were blinded by the craftiness of men and unable to receive and obey the higher laws of God. They proved ‘not valiant in the testimony of Jesus,’ and therefore are not entitled to the fulness of glory.” (James E. Talmage, The Articles of Faith, 91–92)

	■ “Those who enter into the telestial kingdom … [are] the filthy who suffer the wrath of God on the earth, who are thrust down to hell … These are they who receive not the gospel of Christ and consequently could not deny the Holy Spirit while living on the earth.

 “They have no part in the first resurrection and are not redeemed from the devil and his angels until the last resurrection, because of their wicked lives and their evil deeds.  Nevertheless, even these are heirs of salvation, but before they are redeemed and enter into their kingdom, they must repent of their sins, and receive the gospel, and bow the knee, and acknowledge that Jesus is the Christ, the Redeemer of the world” (Joseph Fielding Smith, Doctrines of Salvation, 2:22).

  ■ “Even to hell there is an exit as well as an entrance; and when sentence has been served, commuted perhaps by repentance and its attendant works, the prison doors shall open and the penitent captive be afforded opportunity to comply with the law, which he aforetime violated.  .  .  .

 “… Their lot shall be that of ‘servants of the Most High, but where God and Christ dwell they cannot come, worlds without end.’ (v.  112)  Deliverance from hell is not admittance to heaven” (James E.  Talmage, The Vitality of Mormonism, 255–56).
	■ “All sins shall be forgiven, except the sin against the Holy Ghost; for Jesus will save all except the sons of perdition.  What must a man do to commit the unpardonable sin?  He must receive the Holy Ghost, have the heavens opened unto him, and know God, and then sin against him.  After a man has sinned against the Holy Ghost, there is no repentance for him.  He has got to say that the sun does not shine while he sees it; he has got to deny Jesus Christ when the heavens have been opened unto him, and to deny the plan of salvation with his eyes open to the truth of it; and from that time he begins to be an enemy.  This is the case with many apostates of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints” (Joseph Smith, History of the Church, 6:314).

  ■ “In the realms of perdition or the kingdom of darkness, where there is no light, Satan and the unembodied spirits of the pre-existence shall dwell together with those of mortality who retrogress to the level of perdition.  These have lost the power of regeneration.  They have sunk so low as to have lost the inclinations and ability to repent, consequently the gospel plan is useless to them as an agent of growth and development” (Spencer W.  Kimball, The Miracle of Forgiveness, 125).

(Lesson by Zan and Misty Larsen.  
These 2 pages are adapted from Doctrines of the Gospel, institute student manual, chapter 33, “Kingdoms of Glory and Perdition”.)


Presentation Notes
1. Divide the class into four groups.

2. Have them each take a column from the first side of the sheet, read every bit of it to the rest of the class, and then give lots of comments on it.

3. Start with the Celestial, then each group thereafter must state how their kingdom differs from the preceding one.

4. Once all groups are done, have them flip over their sheets and do their particular column.  This time however, only do highlights of what they liked.

