Degrees of Glory

Joseph Smith - Nothing could be more pleasing to the Saints upon the order of the kingdom of the Lord, than the light which burst upon the world through the foregoing vision [D&C"D&C 76:1D&CD&C 76] … The sublimity of the ideas; the purity of the language; the scope for action; the continued duration for completion, in order that the heirs of salvation may confess the Lord and bow the knee; the rewards for faithfulness, and the punishments for sins, are so much beyond the narrow-mindedness of men, that every honest man is constrained to exclaim: “It came from God.”  (History of the Church, 1:252-53)
Church News - Joseph Smith and Sidney Rigdon were not alone when they received the vision recorded as D&C 76.  One of those present was Philo Dibble, who wrote an account of the receiving of the revelation: "…there were other men in the room, perhaps twelve, among whom I was one during a part of the time—probably two-thirds of the time,—I saw the glory and felt the power, but did not see the vision."

Dibble further wrote: "Joseph would, at intervals, say: ‘What do I see?' as one might say while looking out the window and beholding that all in the room could not see.  Then he would relate what he had seen or what he was looking at.  Then Sidney replied, 'I see the same.' Presently Sidney would say ‘What do I see?' and would repeat what he had seen or was seeing, and Joseph would reply, 'I see the same.' This manner of conversation was repeated at short intervals to the end of the vision, and during the whole time not a word was spoken by any other person.  Not a sound nor motion made by anyone but Joseph and Sidney, and it seemed to me that they never moved a joint or limb during the time I was there, which I think was over an hour, and to the end of the vision.  Joseph sat firmly and calmly all the time in the midst of a magnificent glory, but Sidney sat limp and pale, apparently as limber as a rag, observing which, Joseph remarked, smilingly, 'Sidney is not used to it as I am.'" (Church News, 22 April 1989)
D&C 76:71-80 – These are they who are of the terrestrial… who died without law … 

Larry E.  Dahl - It seems clear that these categories [given in the vision] are not absolutely definitive.  For instance, all those who die without law will not end up in the terrestrial kingdom—those who would have received the gospel had they heard it are heirs of the celestial kingdom (D&C 137:5-9).  And what better way is there of knowing whether they would have received it than seeing what they do with it when they do receive it, in the post-earth spirit world?  Similarly all those who are "not valiant in the testimony of Jesus" will not receive terrestrial glory—some will be so "not valiant" (i.e., liars, sorcerers, adulterers, etc.) that they will be consigned to the telestial kingdom.  Hence, it appears that these categories qualify one another, and taken together give us a profile of terrestrial personality… 

By the time of the resurrection and judgment, the accumulated effect of all our decisions in the pre-earth life, mortality, and the post-earth spirit world will be an unmistakable demonstration of what we really are, what law we can and will obey, and therefore what measure of truth and light and glory we can abide (D&C 88:22-24, 40).  In regard to those spoken of in D&C 76:72-74, discussion sometimes focuses upon whether rejecting the fullness of the gospel at one point in time disqualifies them from receiving it later.  Perhaps more emphasis should be placed upon the idea that it is not so much a matter of God denying opportunity as it is a matter of our unwillingness or inability to repent fully and respond to higher levels of light and truth.  (Studies in Scripture, v. 1, p. 290-291)
Romans 2:12 - For as many as have sinned without law shall also perish without law: and as many as have sinned in the law shall be judged by the law.  (See also Luke 12:48.)
D&C 76:79 "they who are not valiant in the testimony of Jesus" 

Spencer W.  Kimball - This is a gospel of individual work.  I wish our Latter-day Saints could become more valiant.  As I read the seventy-sixth section of the Doctrine and Covenants, the great vision given to the Prophet Joseph Smith, I remember that the Lord says to that terrestrial degree of glory may go those who are not valiant in the testimony, which means that many of us who have received baptism by proper authority, many who have received other ordinances, even temple blessings, will not reach the celestial kingdom of glory unless we live the commandments and are valiant.  What is being valiant?  …There are many people in this Church today who think they live, but they are dead to the spiritual things.  And I believe even many who are making the pretenses of being active are also spiritually dead.  Their service is much of the letter and less of the spirit.  (Conference Report, April 1951, p. 104-5) 

D&C 76:109 - As innumerable as the stars.  
Brigham Young - "There are millions and millions of kingdoms that the people have no conception of … There are myriads of people pertaining to this earth who will come up and receive a glory according to their capacity.”  (Journal of Discourses, v. 6, p. 347)
Joseph Smith - The term not lawful [from D&C 76:115: "not lawful for man to utter"] suggests they have been commanded by the Lord to say no more concerning that particular thing.  "Paul ascended into the third heaven, and he could understand the three principal rounds of Jacob's ladder—the telestial, the terrestrial, and the celestial glories or kingdoms, where Paul saw and heard things which were not lawful for him to utter.  I could explain a hundred-fold more than I ever have of the glories of the kingdoms manifested to me in the vision, were I permitted, and were the people prepared to receive them.  The Lord deals with this people as a tender parent with a child, communicating light and intelligence and knowledge of his sayings as they can bear it.”  (History of the Church, v. 5, p. 402)
D&C 76:116 … They are only to be seen and understood by the power of the Holy Spirit.  
Joseph Smith - “Could we read and comprehend all that has been written from the days of Adam, on the relation of man to God and angels in a future state, we should know very little about it.  Reading the experience of others, or the revelation given to them, can never give us a comprehensive view of our condition and true relation to God.  Knowledge of these things can only be obtained by experience through the ordinances of God set forth for that purpose.  Could you gaze into heaven five minutes, you would know more than you would by reading all that has ever been written on the subject.”  (History of the Church, v. 6, p. 50)
The Age of Accountability

Joseph Fielding Smith - The Lord has placed - and that in his own judgment - the age of accountability at eight years.  After we get to be eight years of age, we are supposed to have understanding sufficient that we should be baptized.  The Lord takes care of those who are under that age.  Now he has himself arbitrarily declared that.  I did not set the age.  I accept it because the Lord set the age, and that is the law.  (Doctrines of Salvation, v. 2, p. 53)
Bruce R.  McConkie - Attainment of the age and state of accountability is a gradual process.  Thus the Lord says that "power is not given unto Satan to tempt little children, until they begin to become accountable before me.”  (DC 29:47) Children who develop normally become accountable "when eight years old”.  (D&C 68:27), and they are then subject to the law of baptism.  (Mormon Doctrine, p. 853)
Joseph Fielding Smith - Some churches have clouded their doctrines with mysteries and symbolic ceremonies which even adults cannot comprehend, but this is all foreign to the gospel of Jesus Christ.  Otherwise our Savior would have placed the year of accountability at the age of twenty-one or some other period when the mind is mature and not at eight years of age.  (Seek Ye Earnestly, p. 112)
Hyrum L.  Andrus - Closely correlated with the gift of initial innocence is another benefit which is extended to all little children.  By the power of the atonement they are absolved from the demands of divine justice for personal transgression of law.  To Abraham, the Lord declared: "Children are not accountable before me until they are eight years old.”  (Genesis 17:11)
There is a difference between being unable to sin and being unaccountable for sin.  An angel informed King Benjamin that, because little children are alive in Christ, His blood "atoneth for their sins.”  (Mosiah 3:16) This statement seems to imply that children may have sins for which Christ freely atones.  Such a view is not contradictory to the revealed declaration that in early infancy children cannot sin in that power is not given to Satan to tempt them until they "begin to be accountable" before God.  (D&C 29:47)  Two points should be considered: First, the time of mental accountability for children may not necessarily correspond to the time they become eight years of age, but is apparently predicated upon their ability to discern between right and wrong.  That time may arrive in some areas of perception before the age of eight.  There may therefore be a period between the time children begin to be accountable before the Lord and the time they arrive at the age of eight; and during this period, it is possible that they may not be totally immune to Satan's power to tempt.  
Second, as has been indicated, an absence of the Tempter's power during early infancy does not mean that there are no conditioning influences acting upon children.  They can be influenced by environmental factors such as those found in the home and neighborhood.  It is therefore possible for them to learn to do wrong and, in this sense, to have sins at the age of eight for which Christ atones.  But in the event of parental negligence, the demands of justice may require that payment for their sins be made by the delinquent parents.  On this point the law of God to the Saints states: “…inasmuch as parents have children in Zion, or in any of her stakes which are organized, that teach them not to understand the doctrine of repentance, faith in Christ the Son of the living God, and of baptism and the gift of the Holy Ghost by the laying on of hands, when eight years old, the sin be upon the heads of the parents.  For this shall be a law unto the inhabitants of Zion, or in any of her stakes which are organized.  And their little children shall be baptized for the remission of their sins when eight years old, and receive the laying on of hands.  And they shall also teach their children to pray, and to walk uprightly before the Lord.”  (D&C 68:25-28)
The fact that children are to be baptized for the remission of their sins at the age of eight implies that they may have personal sins which need remitting.  And in order for parents to be absolved from the responsibility of those sins, they must teach their children the plan of life and salvation, and they must set a proper example of righteous conduct before them.  (God, Man, and the Universe, 1968, p. 435)
The Word “Telestial”

Larry E.  Dahl - The word "telestial" is an LDS term, first used by the Prophet Joseph Smith and Sidney Rigdon in reporting a vision they received on February 16, 1832 (D&C 76).  Webster's Third New International Dictionary defines telestial glory as "the lowest of three Mormon degrees or kingdoms of glory attainable in heaven.”  (Encyclopedia of Mormonism, p. 367)
Hugh Nibley - Telos means initiation.  Teleiomai means to be introduced into the mysteries [temple ordinances].  Professor Werner Jaeger of Harvard, a close friend of mine who wrote Paideia, was much exercised with that word teleioebar when he was editing Gregory of Nyssa.  He claimed that Gregory was talking about the mysteries.  A teleioebar is a person who has been initiated into some degree or other of the mysteries, and the completion of the degree qualifies him as complete or "perfect.”  (Temple and Cosmos, p. 27.  In other words, tel in the word telestial is related to temple ordinances and some degree of exaltation.  Tel on its own does not mean perfection.)
“The Vision” – A Poetic Version of D&C 76

Larry E.  Dahl - On 1 February 1843 there appeared in the Times and Seasons a short poem by W.  W.  Phelps addressed to Joseph Smith, entitled "Go With Me.”  With it was a much longer poetic response by the Prophet.  The Prophet's piece is a poetic re-phrasing of D&C 76, with some interpretive commentary.  It is interesting to compare the verses from D&C 76 with Joseph Smith's poetic version of the same vision.  (Studies in Scripture, vol.  1, p. 294)
Richard Holzapfel - A careful study of the poetic rendition of the Vision demonstrates that it is more than a reworking of the message of the 1832 revelation; indeed, it is a one-of-a-kind commentary…  The poetic version of D&C 76 emphasizes several helpful points relating to the premortal experience; the Savior's mission and power; Satan and his kingdom; the telestial, terrestrial, and celestial kingdoms; and Joseph Smith's life and mission.  (The Heavens Are Open, p. 152)
(Lesson by Elder and Sister Larsen, http://lessons.elarsen.net)

Notes

For the section about the age of accountability, we reviewed ancient apostate religions.  Many had human sacrifice including child sacrifice.  If those religions had distorted versions of the origin truth, perhaps children going directly to the highest part of heaven was part of it.  If you lived then, how would you teach against the practice other than saying it is horrible and wrong?  What specific principles could you teach against it?
We drew a graph on the board representing our spiritual progress through life.  It was a horizontal line with dips in it showing that we sin and then get repentance.  We then read 1 Ne. 1:20 and Ether 12:27 showing that life is really a matter of becoming stronger, not just returning to “zero” level.  We drew another graph showing an inclined line in it.

Children are freed from the effects and damage upon them from Satan through the atonement.  It seems however that they must still progress.  When will they progress?  Millennium.  How about during the spirit world?  We know that spirits knows our thoughts and actions and are sometimes pained by them.  Perhaps deceased children look in upon us and learn vicariously from our actions, and can do so by having had a body even if only briefly.  Mosiah 18:9 says we’re to mourn with those that mourn.  That means we’re to experience in some degree someone else’s sadness.  We apply that to people in this life.  We gain experience to some degree vicariously.  Perhaps spirits beyond the grave do the same with us.

We then drew a third graph, like the second, but without dips in it.  That’s the progress of a deceased child.



Truman Madsen - [Joseph Smith] said of Doctrine and Covenants section 76 on the three degrees of glory, "I could explain a hundred fold more than I ever have of the glories of the kingdoms manifested to me in the vision, were I permitted, and were the people prepared to receive them.”  A hundred times more than the present length would be more than the full length of the Doctrine and Covenants.  (Joseph Smith the Prophet, p. 43)
I could explain a hundred fold more than I ever have of the glories of the kingdoms manifested to me in the vision, were I permitted, and were the people prepared to receive them. - Joseph Smith �(History of the Church, v. 5, p. 402)








