The Vision

Joseph Smith - My text is on the resurrection of the dead, which you will find in the 14th chapter of John—"In my Father's house are many mansions." It should be—"In my Father's kingdom are many kingdoms," in order that ye may be heirs of God and joint-heirs with me. I do not believe the Methodist doctrine of sending honest men and noble-minded men to hell, along with the murderer and the adulterer. They may hurl all their hell and fiery billows upon me, for they will roll off me as fast as they come on. But I have an order of things to save the poor fellows at any rate, and get them saved; for I will send men to preach to them in prison and save them if I can.  There are mansions for those who obey a celestial law, and there are other mansions for those who come short of the law, every man in his own order.  (History of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, v. 6, p. 365)
Larry E. Dahl - Some of the Saints had difficulty accepting the doctrine in the vision, as it was different from their traditional view of life after death. Brigham Young wrote of his own struggle with it:

After all, my traditions were such, that when the Vision came first to me, it was so directly contrary and opposed to my former education, I said, wait a little; I did not reject it, but I could not understand it. I then could feel what incorrect traditions had done for me. Suppose all that I have ever heard from my priest and parents—the way they taught me to read the Bible, had been true;—my understanding would be diametrically opposed to the doctrine revealed in the Vision. I used to think and pray, to read and think, until I knew, and fully understood it for myself, by the visions of the holy Spirit. At first, it actually came in contact with my own feelings, though I never could believe like the mass of the Christian world around me; but I did not know how nigh I believed as they did. I found, however, that I was so nigh, I could shake hands with them any time I wished.  

Eventually, as this revelation was published in the periodicals of the Church and taught to the members over the pulpit, the Saints were able to overcome their prejudice, and section 76 is now held in high regard by the members of the Church. (Studies in Scripture, Vol 1: D&C, p. 282)
Joseph Smith - Paul ascended into the third heavens, and he could understand the three principal rounds of Jacob's ladder—the telestial, the terrestrial, and the celestial glories or kingdoms, where Paul saw and heard things which were not lawful for him to utter. I could explain a hundred fold more than I ever have of the glories of the kingdoms manifested to me in the vision, were I permitted, and were the people prepared to receive them.

The Lord deals with this people as a tender parent with a child, communicating light and intelligence and the knowledge of his ways as they can bear it.  (History of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, v. 5, p. 402)
Joseph Smith - Go and read the vision in the Book of Covenants [D&C 76]. There is clearly illustrated glory upon glory—one glory of the sun, another glory of the moon, and a glory of the stars; and as one star differeth from another star in glory, even so do they of the telestial world differ in glory, and every man who reigns in celestial glory is a God to his dominions.  (History of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, v. 6, p. 477)
Joseph Smith - We came to this earth that we might have a body and present it pure before God in the celestial kingdom. The great principle of happiness consists in having a body. The devil has no body, and herein is his punishment. He is pleased when he can obtain the tabernacle of man, and when cast out by the Savior he asked to go into the herd of swine, showing that he would prefer a swine's body to having none. All beings who have bodies have power over those who have not. (The Words of Joseph Smith by Andrew F. Ehat and Lyndon W. Cook, p. 60)
Hell

Joseph Smith - There has been much said about the word hell, and the sectarian world have preached much about it, describing it to be a burning lake of fire and brimstone. But what is hell? It is another modern term, and is taken from hades … the Greek, or Shaole, the Hebrew: these two significations mean a world of spirits. Hades, Shaole, paradise, spirits in prison, are all one; it is a world of spirits.  The righteous and the wicked all go to the same world of spirits until the resurrection. "I do not think so," says one. If you will go to my house any time, I will take my lexicon and prove it to you.

The great misery of departed spirits in the world of spirits, where they go after death, is to know that they come short of the glory that others enjoy and that they might have enjoyed themselves, and they are their own accusers. (History of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, v. 5, p. 425)
Joseph Smith - I see no faults in the Church, and therefore let me be resurrected with the Saints, whether I ascend to heaven or descend to hell, or go to any other place.  And if we go to hell, we will turn the devils out of doors and make a heaven of it.  Where this people are, there is good society.  What do we care where we are, if the society be good?  (History of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, v. 5, p. 517)
Unpardonable Sin
Joseph Smith - The unpardonable sin is to shed innocent blood, or be accessory thereto.  All other sins will be visited with judgment in the flesh, and the spirit being delivered to the buffetings of Satan until the day of the Lord Jesus.  (History of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, v. 5, p. 391-92)
Joseph Smith - All sins shall be forgiven, except the sin against the Holy Ghost; for Jesus will save all except the sons of perdition.  What must a man do to commit the unpardonable sin?  He must receive the Holy Ghost, have the heavens opened unto him, and know God, and then sin against him.  After a man has sinned against the Holy Ghost, there is no repentance for him.  He has got to say that the sun does not shine while he sees it; he has got to deny Jesus Christ when the heavens have been opened unto him, and to deny the plan of salvation with his eyes open to the truth of it; and from that time he begins to be an enemy.  This is the case with many apostates of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.  When a man begins to be an enemy to his work, he hunts me, he seeks to kill me, and never ceases to thirst for my blood. He gets the spirit of the devil—the same spirit that they had who crucified the Lord of Life—the same spirit that sins against the Holy Ghost …

There have been remarks made concerning all men being redeemed from hell; but I say that those who sin against the Holy Ghost cannot be forgiven in this world or in the world to come; they shall die the second death.  Those who commit the unpardonable sin are doomed to … dwell in hell, worlds without end.  As they concocted scenes of bloodshed in this world, so they shall rise to that resurrection which is as the lake of fire and brimstone.  Some shall rise to the everlasting burnings of God; for God dwells in everlasting burnings and some shall rise to the damnation of their own filthiness, which is as exquisite a torment as the lake of fire and brimstone. (History of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, v. 6, p. 314, 317)
Spencer W. Kimball - The sins unto death may be thought of as somewhat difficult to define and limit with precision.  From the words of Joseph Smith quoted above we note that "… many apostates of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints" will fall into this category.  We cannot definitely identify them individually since it is impossible for us to know the extent of their knowledge, the depth of their enlightenment, and the sureness of their testimonies before their fall … The sin against the Holy Ghost requires such knowledge that it is manifestly impossible for the rank and file to commit such a sin.  Comparatively few Church members will commit murder wherein they shed innocent blood, and we hope only few will deny the Holy Ghost.  (The Miracle of Forgiveness, p. 122-23)
Robert J. Matthews - [Regarding D&C 84:21-24, 28-33 …]  These verses explain that every soul will be resurrected, some to glory and some to no glory, depending upon the law each person chose to obey. The law of Christ—the gospel—leads to a fulness of celestial glory. Any deviation leads to less. In these passages, "quickened" has reference to resurrection, and this quickening comes to all. Verses 24, 32, and 33 clearly indicate that the class of persons known as sons of perdition shall be "quickened," that is, they will be resurrected in their physical body but not to a place of glory, for they failed to receive the only gift (the atonement of Christ) that could have redeemed them. This is a clarification of D&C 76:38-39, which some have misinterpreted to mean that the sons of perdition would not receive the resurrection of the body.  (From his chapter in Studies in Scripture, Vol. 1: The Doctrine and Covenants, p. 344)
Bruce R. McConkie - I knew a man, now deceased, not a member of the Church, who was a degenerate old reprobate who found pleasure, as he supposed, in living after the manner of the world.  A cigarette dangled from his lips, alcohol stenched his breath, and profane and bawdy stories defiled his lips.  His moral status left much to be desired.

His wife was a member of the Church, as faithful as she could be under the circumstances.  One day she said to him, “You know the Church is true; why won't you be baptized?”  He replied, “Of course I know the Church is true, but I have no intention of changing my habits in order to join it.  I prefer to live the way I do.  But that doesn't worry me in the slightest.  I know that as soon as I die, you will have someone go to the temple and do the work for me and everything will come out all right in the end anyway.”

He died and she had the work done in the temple.  We do not sit in judgment and deny vicarious ordinances to people.  But what will it profit him?

There is no such thing as a second chance to gain salvation.  This life is the time and day of our probation.  After this day of life, which is given us to prepare for eternity, then cometh the night of darkness wherein there can be no labor performed.

For those who do not have an opportunity to believe and obey the holy word in this life, the first chance to gain salvation will come in the spirit world.  If those who hear the word for the first time in the realms ahead are the kind of people who would have accepted the gospel here, had the opportunity been afforded them, they will accept it there.  Salvation for the dead is for those whose first chance to gain salvation is in the spirit world.

There is no other promise of salvation than the one recited in that revelation [D&C 137:7–8].  Those who reject the gospel in this life and then receive it in the spirit world go not to the celestial, but to the terrestrial kingdom.  ("The Seven Deadly Heresies" in Speeches of the Year, 1980, p. 77–78.  Quoted in the institute’s Doctrine and Covenants Student Manual, p. 165)
Surpasses All Understanding
D&C 76:89 - And thus we saw, in the heavenly vision, the glory of the telestial, which surpasses all understanding;

Larry E. Dahl - Regarding "surpasses all understanding": A rather common notion in connection with this verse is that Joseph Smith had taught that if we knew what the telestial kingdom was like, we would commit suicide to get there. What the Prophet said was not in reference to the telestial kingdom, but to life "behind the veil," which may mean a number of things. The Prophet's statement (Charles Walker quoting Wilford Woodruff quoting Joseph Smith) is as follows:

Br. Woodruff spoke … He refered to a saying of Joseph Smith which he heard him utter (like this) That if the People knew what was behind the vail, they would try by every means to commit suicide that they might get there, but the Lord in his wisdom had implanted the fear of death in every person that they might cling to life and thus accomplish the designs of their creator. 
(From his chapter in Studies in Scripture, Vol. 1: The Doctrine and Covenants, p. 307-308)
John A. Widtsoe - The book [Doctrine and Covenants] explains clearly that the lowest glory to which man is assigned is so glorious as to be beyond the understanding of man.  It is a doctrine fundamental in Mormonism that the meanest sinner, in the final judgment, will receive a glory which is beyond human understanding, which is so great that we are unable to describe it adequately.  Those who do well will receive an even more glorious place. Those who dwell in the lower may look wistfully to the higher as we do here.  The hell on the other side will be felt in some such way.  The Gospel is a gospel of tremendous love. Love is at the bottom of it. The meanest child is loved so dearly that his reward will be beyond the understanding of mortal man. (Message of the Doctrine and Covenants, p. 167, quoted in the institute’s Doctrine and Covenants Student Manual, p. 166) 
(Lesson by Zan and Misty Larsen, www.elarsen.net/lessons)
