The Whole Earth

Was the whole earth covered by water during the flood of Noah?
Genesis 7:18-20 - And the waters prevailed, and were increased greatly upon the earth; and the ark went upon the face of the waters.  And the waters prevailed exceedingly upon the earth; and all the high hills, that were under the whole heaven, were covered.  Fifteen cubits upward did the waters prevail; and the mountains were covered.
Were there no fault lines before the crucifixion?

Helaman 14:21-22 - … and the earth shall shake and tremble; and the rocks which are upon the face of this earth, which are both above the earth and beneath, which ye know at this time are solid, or the more part of it is one solid mass, shall be broken up;
Yea, they shall be rent in twain, and shall ever after be found in seams and in cracks, and in broken fragments upon the face of the whole earth, yea, both above the earth and beneath.


The answer to these questions depends on the meaning of the word earth.   Here are some definitions from Webster’s 1828 dictionary –

· The inhabitants of the globe.

    The whole earth was of one language. Genesis 11.
· Dry land, opposed to the sea.

God called the dry land earth. Genesis 1.
· Country; region; a distinct part of the globe.

· In scripture, earth is used for a part of the world. Ezra 1:2.
· The ground; the surface of the earth.  

He fell to the earth.  The ark was lifted above the earth.

Direct to the point, here is an answer from an LDS researcher -

John A. Tvetnes – Earth in [the] KJV is not the planet.  The Hebrew word ‘erets is most often rendered “land” (e.g. Genesis 47:27).  Thus, when Balak complained of Israel that “there is a people come out from Egypt: behold, they cover the face of the earth” (Numbers 22:5), he could not have meant that they covered the entire planet.  (Defining the Word, Understanding the History and Language of the Bible, p. 52)
Regarding the flood of Noah -
Hugh Nibley - From where [Noah] was, "the whole earth" (Genesis 8:9) was covered with water as far as he could see; after things had quieted down for 150 days and the ark ground to a halt, it was still three months before he could see any mountaintops.  But what were conditions in other parts of the world?  If Noah knew that, he would not have sent forth messenger birds to explore.  The flood as he described it is what he saw of it.  "He sent forth a dove from him, to see if the waters were abated from off the face of the ground.” (Genesis 8:8)  Couldn't he see for himself?  Not where the dove went.  
It was not until seven days later that he sent it out again; and after flying all day, the bird came back with a green leaf fetched from afar; "so Noah knew that the waters were abated from off the earth.” (Genesis 8:11)  Still he waited another seven days.  When the dove did not return, Noah had his answer.  In some distant place, trees were bearing and there was bird-food to be found.  But not where Noah was.  All that time he had not dared to open up.  (Old Testament and Related Studies, p.65)
Regarding the fault lines, if “whole earth” means the entire planet then what is meant by the phrase “above the earth”?  In other words, how could there be “seams and cracks” above the planet?  That means either fractures in the atmosphere, which is gaseous air that cannot crack like a solid, or it would mean broken sections of outer space.
Here is mention of another whole earth earthquake -

Alma 36:7 - And behold, he spake unto us, as it were the voice of thunder, and the whole earth did tremble beneath our feet; and we all fell to the earth, for the fear of the Lord came upon us.

Was the earthquake mentioned here worldwide?  Doubt it.  The worst earthquakes on record are not felt outside of their region of the globe.  The worst one in recent centuries is the great Krakatoa volcanic blast of 1883 in Indonesia (southwest Pacific).  It was so violent that ash was propelled fifty miles high (almost to the edge of space) and the eruption was so loud that it was said that anyone within ten miles went deaf.  Even so, the quake was heard (not felt as in “the whole earth did tremble”) only as far as 3,000 miles away.  Assuming three thousand miles in all directions from the epicenter, that is a straight-line distance of six thousand miles, which is a fourth of circumference of the globe.  (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Krakatoa#The_1883_eruption)
This is not to say that an earthquake felt around the globe is impossible, but that it is unlikely.

Yet another one -

Helaman 11:6 - … For the earth was smitten that it was dry, and did not yield forth grain in the season of grain; and the whole earth was smitten, even among the Lamanites as well as among the Nephites, so that they were smitten that they did perish by thousands in the more wicked parts of the land.

That passage has the clue that the “whole earth” was probably just the lands of the Nephites and Lamanites.  Otherwise was the famine worldwide, which would mean that even Antarctica, the Arctic and the Sahara failed to “yield for grain in the season of grain” – yet those areas do not have seasons for grain.
This one gets especially difficult if understood as a planet -

D&C 109:72 - … that the kingdom, which thou hast set up without hands, may become a great mountain and fill the whole earth;

How could a mountain fill the inside of a planet?  Or if interpreted as the surface of earth, then how would a mountain, which is a cone-shaped object, fill the outside of an entire sphere?  It could only point out in one direction and would probably need to project beyond the atmosphere well into space.

Even more interesting –

Daniel 7:23 - … The fourth beast … shall devour the whole earth, and shall tread it down, and break it in pieces.

That would be one big beast.
In the next passage the issue is not one of size but quantity -  
Exodus 10:15 - For they [the locusts] covered the face of the whole earth, so that the land was darkened;

A person could possibly argue that there were indeed that many locusts but would they also cover the surface of the oceans?  If so it would be happy days for all the fishes, once the locusts got tired of flying.
Same problem with this one –

Helaman 3:8 - And it came to pass that they [the people of Nephi] did multiply and spread, and did go forth from the land southward to the land northward, and did spread insomuch that they began to cover the face of the whole earth, from the sea south to the sea north, from the sea west to the sea east.
From that passage however we get the definition built in that the “whole earth” spans only between the Nephites’ ocean boundaries.

Depth

In the Genesis account it is odd that a specific depth is given:  15 cubits or 20 feet. 
Genesis 7:18-20, New International Version  - The waters rose and increased greatly on the earth, and the ark floated on the surface of the water. They rose greatly on the earth, and all the high mountains under the entire heavens were covered. The waters rose and covered the mountains to a depth of more than twenty feet.  

Is that the height above the highest mountain on the planet at the time or just the height in the local area?  Also the scale is odd.  Twenty feet seems more descriptive of differences above hills.  (See our document Flood_of_Noah.doc for more on the flood.)
Earth Baptized
Some leaders have spoken in favor of this.  For example -

Joseph Fielding Smith - Now a word as to the reason for the flood. It was the baptism of the earth, and that had to be by immersion).  If the water did not cover the entire earth, then it was not baptized, for the baptism of the Lord is not pouring or sprinkling.  These forms are strictly man made and not part of the gospel ordinances.  (Doctrines of Salvation, v. 2, p. 320.)
President Smith then quotes Brigham Young, Orson Pratt and John Taylor who expressed the same view.  So also have Charles W. Penrose, Orson F. Whitney, John A. Widstoe and Bruce R. McConkie.  One notable exception from the list is Joseph Smith.  The closest we could find from him is –

Joseph Smith - In the days of Noah, God destroyed the world by a flood, and He has promised to destroy it by fire in the last days … (History of The Church, v. 6, p. 251. We did word searches in the book Encyclopedia of Joseph Smith’s Teachings on “flood” and “earth” and found nothing more.)
Baptism is for the remission of sins.  As far as we know earth has not sinned, but was cleansed at the flood of the sins upon its face.  Christ did not sin but was baptized “to fulfill all righteousness” (Matt. 3: 15; 2 Ne. 31: 4-11).  However children under the age of eight are not baptized, neither are the mentally handicapped.  Nor are animals and plants and, as far as we know, nor are other worlds such as the moon, Mercury, Jupiter and the sun.
If earth was baptized, perhaps it was a special case that did not require full immersion, as possibly occurs with people who have certain physical handicaps.
(By Zan and Misty Larsen, www.elarsen.net/lessons)

Extra Material

Joseph Fielding Smith – I will give a few quotations from the teachings of the leading brethren of the Church.  President Brigham Young said of the earth: "It has already been baptized.  You who have read the Bible must know that that is Bible doctrine.  What does it matter if it is not in the same words that I use, it is not the less true that it was baptized for the remission of sins.  The Lord said: 'I will deluge (or immerse) the earth in water for the remission of the sins of the people'; or if you will allow me to express myself In a familiar style, to kill all the vermin that Were nitting, and breeding, and polluting its body; it was cleansed of its filthiness; and soaked in the water, as long as some of our people ought to soak.  The Lord baptized the earth for the remission of sins, and it has been once cleansed from the filthiness that has gone out of it, which was in the inhabitants who dwelt upon its face."
Elder Orson Pratt taught: "Another great change happened nearly 2,000 years after the earth was made.  It was baptized by water.  A great flow of water came, the great deep was broken up, the windows of heaven were opened from on high, and the waters prevailed upon the face of the earth, sweeping away all wickedness and transgression-a similitude of baptism for the remission of sins.  God requires the children of men to be baptized.  What for?  For the remission of sins.  So he required our globe to be baptized by a flow of water, and all of its sins were washed away, not one sin remaining.”     

President John Taylor said: "The earth, as a part of the creation of God, has fulfilled and will fulfill the measure of its creation.  It has been baptized by water, it will be baptized by fire; it will be purified and become celestial, and be a fit place for celestial bodies to inhabit.”   (Doctrines of Salvation, v. 2, p. 320-321.) 
Robert J. Matthews - Many of the Brethren have spoken of the flood of Noah's day as the baptism of the earth.  Since sprinkling and pouring are not baptism, a complete immersion is required.  The Prophet Joseph wrote, "Noah was born to save seed of everything, when the earth was washed of its wickedness by the Flood.”  This sounds as though he viewed the Flood as a baptism.  President Brigham Young, Elder Orson Pratt, President  John  Taylor, Elder Charles W. Penrose, Elder Orson F. Whitney, Elder Bruce R. McConkie, and President Joseph Fielding Smith have each written of the Flood as the baptism of the earth, since this earth is scheduled to become a celestial kingdom.  The earth is a living entity; it was created, fell, was baptized, will be cleansed by fire, will die, and will be renewed to its paradisiacal glory and become celestial.  (Selected Writings of Robert J. Matthews: Gospel Scholars Series, p. 154–155.)
Donald W. Parry  - Latter-day prophets teach that the Flood or the total immersion of the earth in water represents the earth’s required baptism.  Elder John A. Widtsoe of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles explained: “Latter-day Saints look upon the earth as a living organism, one which is gloriously filling ‘the measure of its creation.’ They look upon the flood as a baptism of the earth, symbolizing a cleansing of the impurities of the past, and the beginning of a new life.  This has been repeatedly taught by the leaders of the Church.  The deluge was an immersion of the earth in water.”  He writes that the removal of earth’s wicked inhabitants in the Flood represents that which occurs in our own baptism for the remission of sins.  (“The Flood and the Tower of Babel,” Ensign, Jan 1998, p. 35.  The quote from Elder Widstoe is from Evidences and Reconciliations, p. 127–28.)


Fountains of the Great Deep

Genesis 7:11 – … the same day were all the fountains of the great deep broken up.

Lloyd and Mitchinson - A Japanese experiment reported in Science in 2002 suggests that there might be five times as much water dissolved in the lower mantle than sloshing around on the Earth’s surface.  (The Book of General Ignorance by John Lloyd and John Mitchinson, p. 106.)
Frank Salisbury – As the [hypothesized] comet circled the earth before shattering, its gravity raised fantastic tides so that "all the fountains of the great deep [were] broken up."  And these gravitational forces acted on the land as well as the waters, breaking the earth's crust and suddenly raising a chain of mountains most of the way around the globe (in the single landmass before the continents moved apart).  (The Creation, p. 291)
