When -  On the Sunday following the first full moon after the vernal equinox (first day of spring), sometime between March 22 and April 25.  Earliest observance of Easter was in the second century.  (Celebrations, The Complete Book of American Holidays, Robert J. Myers, 1972, Doubleday, p. 101)
The Name - ... Easter after the Anglo Saxon goddess of spring, Eostre, whose festival was celebrated at the [first day of spring].  According to legend, Eostre opened the gates of Valhalla to Baldur, the murdered Sun God who had brought light to mankind.”  (Celebrations, p. 103)  "The association of this pagan goddess with the celebration of the resurrection of Jesus Christ was only [by] adaptation and synthesis.  There is no real connection.  (LDS Bible Dictionary, “Easter," p. 659) 

Adaptation - It seems probable that around the second century A.D., Christian missionaries seeking to convert the tribes of northern Europe noticed that the Christian holiday commemorating the resurrection of Jesus roughly coincided with the [Germanic] springtime celebrations, which emphasized the triumph of life over death. Christian Easter gradually absorbed the traditional symbols. (www.factmonster.com/spot/easterintro1.html)
Rabbit and Eggs - ... From antiquity the hare has been a symbol for the moon.”  The dating of Easter depends on the phase of the moon.  "The hare and the egg were also supposed to have been symbols of Eostre.  As such they were emblematic of fertility.  For the Pennsylvania Germans ...  children [believed that building] nests for the rabbit beforehand, hiding them ...  and if they were good, the rabbit would lay Easter eggs in the nests.  In Europe it was believed that eggs laid on Good Friday, if kept for a hundred years, would have their yolks turn to diamond ...  In this country two yokes in an Easter egg is said to be a sign of coming financial prosperity.  (Celebrations, p. 109.  Note however that the origin of Easter eggs may be more complicated.  See http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Easter_eggs.)
Egg Activities - There are many other decorating techniques and numerous traditions of giving them as a token of friendship, love or good wishes.  A tradition exists in some parts of the United Kingdom … of rolling painted eggs down steep hills on Easter Sunday.  In the U.S., such an Easter egg roll (unrelated to an eggroll) is often done on flat ground, pushed along with a spoon; the Easter Egg Roll has become a much-loved annual event on the White House lawn.  An Easter egg hunt is a common festive activity, where eggs are hidden outdoors (or indoors if in bad weather) for children to run around and find.  This may also be a contest to see who can collect the most eggs.  (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Easter_eggs)
Egg Art - The most elaborate Easter egg traditions appear to have emerged in Eastern Europe.  In Poland and Ukraine, eggs were often painted silver and gold.  Pysanky (to design or write) eggs were created by carefully applying wax in patterns to an egg.  The egg was then dyed, wax would be reapplied in spots to preserve that color, and the egg was boiled again in other shades.  The result was a multi-color striped or patterned egg. (www.factmonster.com/spot/easterintro1.html)
Ham – [Considered unclean by the Jews.]  ... The survival of a rather bigoted custom of early England, when [ham] was the principle food used to show contempt for the Jewish practice of abstaining from pork.  (Celebrations, p. 113)

Sunrise Services - ... Are related to the Easter fires held on tops of hills in continuation of the New Year fires, a worldwide observance in antiquity.  Rites were performed at the [first day of spring] welcoming the sun and its great power to bring new life to all growing things.  (Celebrations, p. 105)
Lilies - Closely connected with the increase in Protestant observances of Easter ... The Bermuda lily was introduced to the U.S. in the 1880s.  The flower was accepted quickly and soon became the mainstay [along with the hyacinth] of Easter floral arrangements.  (Celebrations, p. 108) 

New Clothing - ... Probably dates back to the time when the New Year started in March and new clothes were worn to signify a new beginning ... An American belief is that good luck can be ensured for the year by wearing three new things on Easter Day.  (Celebrations, p. 108) 
Parades - The wearing of new clothes led to the idea of parading in them ... Most [parades] have judges to select the most appealing, or perhaps the oddest, finery ... The most famous Easter parade occurs in New York City.  [It] attracts not only the latest fashions, but some which can only be called bizarre ... Dates back to the 19th century and originally was confined to the more wealthy ... [Now] includes jeweled and costumed pets as well as people.  (Celebrations, p. 109)

Cards - … Arrived in Victorian England, when a stationer added a greeting to a drawing of a rabbit. According to American Greetings, Easter is now the fourth most popular holiday for sending cards, behind Christmas, Valentine's Day, and Mother's Day.  (www.factmonster.com/spot/easterintro1.html)
Treats - One of the earliest Easter treats was hot cross buns.  They were made by European monks and given to the poor during Lent.  Pretzels were originally associated with Easter because their twists were thought to resemble arms crossed in prayer.  Candy is a relatively recent Easter tradition.  Chocolate eggs were first made in Europe in the 1800s.  Jelly beans became a tradition in the 1930s.  Easter is the second to Halloween as the largest candy-consuming holiday.  (Adapted from www.factmonster.com/quizzes/easter-treats/2.html)


1. How might Luke 24:5-6 also apply to the traditions listed above?  (Hint: seeking living among dead.)
2. While hunting for Easter eggs is fun, where is the phrase "the most glorious of all messages to mankind" found in the Bible Dictionary and what is it about?  (Page 761, 2nd column.)  Does this comfort you regarding someone you know or knew?
3. How does the JST clarify Luke 24:1-7 about what type of being the two men in shining garments were?  JST John 20:1 adds a bit also about what they were doing.  
4. What is the “law of witnesses”? (Matthew18:16, also in Deuteronomy17:6 and D&C 6:28 )  How many people witnessed the empty tomb?  (See the chapter headings to John 20, plus Luke 24:10, plus the two men in #3.)
5. For Easter we commonly eat ham, chocolate bunnies and marshmallow chicks.  What foods are mentioned in the resurrection accounts?  (See Luke 24:30, 42.)  Does this give you any ideas for a revised Easter dinner?
6. Old German villages competed with each other to create the greatest bonfires at Easter on neighboring hilltops.  What kind of fire is mentioned in John 21:9?  What food was on it and how many people did it feed?  How big would a fire like that have to be and how long would it take to make?  Who made it apparently?
7. What was the hidden identity of a traveler walking on a dusty seven-mile lane in Luke 24:13?  How long might he have been with the two other travelers (best guess, based on miles and walking speed).
8. Hymn #198, “That Easter Morn” is unique among our Easter hymns because it was written and composed in modern times.  During sacrament meeting on Easter Sunday in 1970, the lyricist (who was a member of the First Quorum of the Seventy) wrote the poem on the back of a ward bulletin. Later, when the composer (a Tabernacle organist) asked the lyricist’s wife to suggest one of her husband's poems for him to set to music, she chose "That Easter Morn."  
Most hymn texts follow a strict form, as decided upon by the author.  Each line must have a certain number of syllables, and rhymes must occur at certain points.  Look at the hymn and consider what must happen in the last two lines of each verse: the lines must rhyme with each other, they must include a form of the verb conquer, and they must advance the hymn's message in a natural way - all this in the space of only four syllables per line!  Because of the poet's technical skill, the poem's beautiful message emerges in a fresh and significant form.
On a scale on 1-10, how wonderful do you rate the scripture in Revelations cross-referenced at the bottom of the hymn?

9. Hymn #199, “He Is Risen!” – How many years elapsed between when the music was written and when the lyrics were written?  What words in the hymn can brighten us even if Easter dawns dark and rainy?  What does the glorious light represent?  The scripture in Mosiah at the bottom is a wonderful hymn by itself.
10. Hymn #200, “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today” - The original hymn text, published in 1739, had no "alleluias"; they were added later with the use of this tune.  Alleluia, a transcription of a Hebrew word meaning "praise ye the Lord," or "praise ye Jehovah," is a joyful exclamation that is clearly appropriate to the triumphant message of this hymn.  
The original hymn was eleven stanzas long.  Lines three and four of the second verse, as printed in our hymnal, are altered from the original lines: "Lo!  the sun's eclipse is o'er;  Lo! he sets in blood no more.”  An example of lines sometimes included in Christian hymnals is: “Vain the stone, the watch, the seal”.

Who wrote the lyrics?  Look up the scripture in 1 Corinthians at the bottom of the hymn.  What words are similar to the lyrics?  In May conference 2005 Elder Holland quoted another poem by him.  That poem struck out against ordaining the priesthood without authority.  (Ensign, May 2005, p. 43) 
He had a famous brother named John who was one of the fifty men for whom Wilford Woodruff performed baptisms for the dead, after seeing the signers of the Declaration of Independence in the St. George temple. (Ensign, Jan 1972, p. 30)
(Information on the hymns is from Our Latter-day Hymns: The Stories and the Messages by Karen Lynn Davidson, p. 211-123)

James E. Talmage - It is a fact that we look around in nature vainly for any analogy of the resurrection … 
The egg, which is exhibited as the Easter symbol, has been pointed to as an instance of life after death.  It has been said that the coming forth of the bird from the tomb-like recess of the egg is an instance of the return of life from death.  The analogy is faulty; for … the egg that can hatch or may hatch is not dead; and if it be truly dead, it does not again come to life.  

The bursting forth of the buds in the spring time, the putting on of their foliage again by the trees, has been strained by some … as another instance of a resurrection from the dead; but I believe that this is equally faulty, for the tree that is dead does not put forth leaves in the spring, and the plant that is dead does not again bear blossoms.  

The sleep of the insect by which it passes from the crawling larva into the death-like, corpse-like chrysalis, from which, after a time, the winged imago comes forth in all the glory of maturity, has been used by others as an instance of the resurrection.  But, again, this is faulty … , for the chrysalis is not dead, and if it were it would not burst forth into the winged beauty that crowns the sequence of insect life … 
Jesus died upon the cross.  His spirit was literally and actually separated from His body; … and it was only by the power of God that it could be again brought to life.  We believe that we shall in very truth die, and that the spirit—that immortal part of man, which existed before the body was framed, and which shall exist and continue to live after that body has gone to decay, that spirit shall take upon itself again this tabernacle of earthly element, immortalized, however, and destined to serve it as a fit garment through all eternity.  (Conference Report, Apr. 1912, p. 124–26, quoted in Ensign, Apr 1982, p. 29–31)
Neal A. Maxwell - As this Easter day draws to a close, how fitting that we contemplate atoning Jesus - bending and curved in Gethsemane.  His bleeding curvature transformed the grammar of death.  Until Gethsemane and Calvary, death was a punctuating, rigid exclamation point!  Then death, too, curved - into a mere comma!  (Ensign, May 1994, p. 91. “Death” was the end of the body, but now it’s just a midpoint.)
(Lesson by Zan and Misty Larsen, http://lessons.elarsen.net)
Answers

1. Luke 24:5-6 - Why seek ye the living among the dead?  He is not here, but is risen.

2. Resurrection, 2nd column, 4th paragraph down - One of the most fundamental doctrines taught by the Twelve was that Jesus was risen from the tomb, with his glorified, resurrected body … To obtain a resurrection with a celestial, exalted body is the center point of hope in the gospel of Jesus Christ. The resurrection of Jesus is the most glorious of all messages to mankind.
Knowing about the resurrection can comfort us regarding a loved one who passed away or about a loved one with a physical disability.

3. JST Luke 24:2-4 is on Appendix page 807.  “… and two angels [not just men] standing by it in shining garments.”  JST John 20:1 – “and two angels sitting thereon.”  (Sitting on the stone that had been rolled away.)
4. Matthew 18:16 - But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established. 
D&C 6:28 - And now, behold, I give unto you, and also unto my servant Joseph, the keys of this gift, which shall bring to light this ministry; and in the mouth of two or three witnesses shall every word be established.
John 20: Mary Magdalene, Peter and John.
Luke 24:10 - It was Mary Magdalene, and Joanna, and Mary the mother of James, and other women that were with them, which told these things unto the apostles.
Plus the two angels – that’s 7 plus “other women”, meaning at least 2 more.
Witnesses were mortals and immortals, plus more women than men.
5. Luke 24:30 - broken bread.  Luke 24:42 - Fish and honeycomb. 
6. John 21:9 - As soon then as they were come to land, they saw a fire of coals there, and fish laid thereon, and bread.
Fire of coals, bread and fish, seven hungry men plus possibly the Lord.  
The fish were probably the same type as were caught in the lake.  After seeing the Lord the men caught 153 fish and it was surprising that the net didn’t break.  Therefore the fish were probably not small like sardines.  Assuming each man will eat a whole fish, the fire would probably have to be 18 inches wide and 6 feet long.

We assume that the Lord made the fire.  Because it was of coals that had to burn down from sticks and logs, it probably took an hour just to get the coals ready for cooking.  And the cooking probably took another half hour.  – All this assumes non-miraculous means (or microwave ovens, etc.)

7. The traveler was the Lord.  Assuming a walking speed of 2.5 mph and guessing that the Lord joined about half way along, that means an hour or two of them all walking together.  After entering the house it might have taken longer to assemble the meal.
Mosiah 16:7-9 – 

7 And if Christ had not risen from the dead, or have broken the bands of death that the grave should have no victory, and that death should have no sting, there could have been no resurrection.

8 But there is a resurrection, therefore the grave hath no victory, and the sting of death is swallowed up in Christ.

9 He is the light and the life of the world; yea, a light that is endless, that can never be darkened; yea, and also a life which is endless, that there can be no more death.
8. Revelations 1:17-18 - And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead. And he laid his right hand upon me, saying unto me, Fear not; I am the first and the last:  I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death.
9. 150 – 200 years.  “Not one darksome cloud is dimming, yonder glorious morning ray”, etc.  Resurrection.
10. Charles Wesley.  1 Corinthians 15:53-57 – 
53  For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.

54 So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory.

55 O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?
56 The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law.

57 But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
Extra Material

Matthew B. Brown - The Greek word translated as “infallible proofs” in Acts 1:3 is a derivative of tekmerion which means “a sure sign,” “a mark,” “a token”.  (All Things Restored, p. xiii, footnote #11.  He uses Vine’s Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words and The New Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible.)
The “Real” Meaning of Easter

The PR firm working for supermarket chain Somerfield got themselves into a real tizzy while trying to educate the public about the real meaning of Easter.

A press release drawn up by Hayley Booth, 30, of the PR agency Brando, claimed that, whilst spending millions of pounds on chocolate Easter eggs, many young people are ignorant of Easter's true meaning.  It went on to explain that giving each other Easter eggs was a way of celebrating the "birth" of Christ.

An altered version changed this to "rebirth" until, finally, a third version of the press release nailed it down (to coin a phrase) as celebrating the "resurrection" of Christ.

Of course, all this ignores the pre-Christian pagan rituals involving eggs to celebrate the fecundity of spring, but I don't think we should confuse poor Ms Booth, who the Times pointedly notes was "privately educated," any further.  (From www.qi.com, the website spin-off from the British television programme, “Quite Interesting”.)


More on the event on the road to Emmaus -

According to Luke, the next event is the appearance of Jesus to two disciples (Luke 24:13-35). As the two walked "to a village called Emmaus, which was from Jerusalem about three-score furlongs [about seven miles]," Jesus "drew near, and went with them." Nowhere does the text state explicitly that the two travelers are men. Again, the Jewish customs about witnesses (and possibly our own way of looking at the New Testament) obscure the fact that for Jesus, women can and do act as legitimate witnesses of these events. Therefore, we should not assume that both travelers were men. One is named and clearly male; one, unnamed and probably female. The couple, who at first failed to recognize Jesus, may have been returning home to Emmaus that day, for when they arrived they invited Jesus to have dinner with them in their home. (From a chapter by Gaye Strathearn in Every Good Thing: Talks from the 1997 BYU Women’s Conference, p. 363.  Note: Bruce R. McConkie identifies the two as Cleopas and Luke, The Millennial Messiah: The Second Coming of the Son of Man, p. 509.)
Easter Witches - Many of the things you don't know about Easter have to do with odd, intensely national Holy Week traditions. So why not start off with the most unexpected one — the Easter Witch. In Sweden and parts of Finland, a mini-Halloween takes place on either the Thursday or Saturday before Easter. Little girls dress up in rags and old clothes, too-big skirts and shawls and go door to door with a copper kettle looking for treats.

The tradition is said to come from the old belief that witches would fly to a German mountain the Thursday before Easter to cavort with Satan. On their way back, Swedes would light fires to scare them away, a practice honored today by the bonfires and fireworks across the land in the days leading up to Sunday.  (Time Magazine, “Top Ten Things You Didn’t Know About Easter”, http://www.time.com/time/specials/packages/article/0,28804,1889922_1890008,00.html, accessed 12 April 2009.)
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