Education and Religion

John K. Carmack - As this effort (the Perpetual Education Fund - PEF) begins to bear fruit, the implications for the Church are wonderful to contemplate. Finding leaders to meet the needs of a rapidly growing Church membership ranks high on the list of challenges the Church faces. The issue is particularly pertinent in places such as Latin America and the Philippines, where our major growth is taking place. Where will we find these leaders? They will come as those who have stable financial circumstances—gained through educational opportunities—take leadership roles, marry, and establish righteous families. Those righteous families will continue to produce the next generation of Church leaders.

Speaking of those who would be blessed by the PEF, President Hinckley said: “With good employment skills, these young men and women can rise out of the poverty they and generations before them have known. They will better provide for their families. They will serve in the Church and grow in leadership and responsibility. … As faithful members of the Church, they will pay their tithes and offerings, and the Church will be much the stronger for their presence in the areas where they live.” (“The Perpetual Education Fund: A Bright Ray of Hope,” Ensign, Jan. 2004, p. 37)
Stan L. Albrecht - …In the industrial world, where it seems that the impact of science and education are most visible and conspicuous, there has been a sharp decline in affiliation with religious institutions and religious practice. The widely accepted assumption that follows is that we live in a world of irreligion, a world where advancements in science and education have made religious interpretations superfluous or unnecessary. In the words of British Physicist Paul Davies, "If the church is largely ignored today it is not because science has finally won its age-old battle with religion, but because it has so radically reoriented our society that the biblical perspective of the world now seems largely irrelevant."

But we have already seen evidence that U.S. data seem to contradict this pattern. Church membership is as high as it has ever been, and while British churches are largely empty a significant percentage of Americans still attend worship services on a regular basis. These findings have led Greeley to argue that "there is no unidirectional evolutionary movement from the sacred to the secular" and "what changes have occurred make religious questions more critical rather than less critical in the contemporary world."

Nevertheless, the debate continues. For my present purposes it is enough to reiterate that.. the data are overwhelming in their consistency in pointing to a negative effect of education on religiosity. This has recently been confirmed again by national survey data… that the higher the level of education, the higher the probability that their respondents would have apostatized from the church [i.e. not the LDS church but churches in general]. They conclude that higher education tends to both expand one's horizons and increase exposure to countercultural values. Such exposure works to erode the traditional plausibility structures which maintain the poorly understood religious convictions so typical of American religion. In other words, poorly grounded religious beliefs have simply been unable to stand in the face of challenges generated by modern science and higher education. 

…However, in stark contrast to the pattern evident in these national survey data, our studies of Latter-day Saint samples demonstrate a strong positive relationship between level of education and religiosity.

Whether we are talking about personal value placed on religious beliefs, attendance at church, financial contributions, frequency of personal prayer, or frequency of gospel study, the impact of increased education among Latter-day Saints is positive. …The secularizing [non-religious, worldy] influence of higher education simply doesn't seem to hold for Latter-day Saints.  (“The Consequential Dimension of Mormon Religiosity”, BYU Studies, vol. 29, no. 2, Spring, 1989, p. 100.)
Noel B. Reynolds - In spite of occasional eruptions of anti-intellectualism in the LDS community, the long-term reality has been that Mormons, perhaps more than any other religious group, seek and respect learning. Joseph Smith set the example himself, establishing schools for adults and studying biblical languages. The LDS community has always produced far more than its share of highly educated people. And the Church has always taken advantage of the education of its members by calling well-educated Saints to positions of authority and responsibility at every level of Church organization. The media's errors might be excused to the extent that they are relying on a received common knowledge: in almost all religious communities the more educated groups are the most likely to exhibit reduced religious belief and commitment.

But why should this ignorance be excused among those who specialize in Mormon news when it has long been established by sociological research that educated Mormons show exactly the opposite tendency? The simple truth is that higher levels of religiosity among Latter-day Saints—as measured by devotion to private prayer, scripture study, tithe paying, church attendance, and other forms of religious observance—are directly correlated with higher levels of education. It may be an anomaly, but it is true of the LDS community that the more educated a person is, the more likely he or she is to be fully observant and faithful.

There may be good reasons for this surprising characteristic of the Latter-day Saints. Mormonism is a religion of both the spirit and the intellect. Mormon missionaries tell their investigators that they have answers to the great human questions. Conversion stories are always stories of learning and inspiration. Converts feel the spirit of the divine, and the gospel helps them receive answers to their questions about life and about themselves. Mormonism is not a religion that tells its members they have no right to know the divine mysteries. Rather, it tells them to seek knowledge of all things. There is nothing that God is not willing to reveal to his children, even to the point of showing himself to them on special occasions.  (From his chapter in Expressions of Faith: Testimonies of Latter-day Saint Scholars, p. x)

Education and Mental Health - Women who were more active in the LDS Church were found to be less depressed than those who were less active, but causal connections to Church activity were inconclusive. Educational level appeared a better predictor of depression scores than religious affiliation: The more educated were less depressed.  (Encyclopedia of Mormonism, “Mental Health”, p. 890)

Researchers attribute several factors to good health among Latter-day Saints: members of the Church tend to be better educated than the general population; they abstain from coffee and tea; they have lower divorce rates, marry fewer times, and avoid sexual promiscuity; and finally, they enjoy a close, supportive network of friends and family. (Elizabeth VanDenBerghe, “Religion and the Abundant Life,” Ensign, Oct. 1994, p. 32)
Although most studies of correlates of religiosity among U. S. adults reveal an inverse relationship or no relationship between higher education and religiosity, among Mormon adults the relationship is direct: college-educated Mormons are more apt to attend church and to exhibit other manifestations of "high" religiosity than are less-educated Mormons.  [These] findings appear in scientific articles as well as in an official Church publication. 

(The above is from “Toward a Social Science of Contemporary Mormondom” by Howard M. Bahr and Renata Tonks Forste, BYU Studies, vol. 26 (1986), No. 1 - Winter 1986, p. 92. 

A footnote to this paragraph is: “Stan L. Albrecht and Tim B. Heaton, ‘Secularization, Higher Education, and Religiosity,’ Review of Religious Research, 26, September 1984, p. 43-58; Tim B. Heaton and Kristin L. Goodman, ‘LDS Rank High in Marriage, Low in Divorce, Study Says,’ Ensign, July 1984, p. 78-80.         This finding is supported by numerous surveys of Mormons, including several statewide Utah surveys conducted by BYU's Family and Demographic Research Institute, in contrast to reports of church attendance in the periodic national Public Use Surveys conducted by the National Opinion Research Center and by Gallup Organization polls.”)



The following quotes are from On Paradise Drive, a book of American demographics and sociology, by David Brooks (2004) -
We spend more money per school pupil than any other nation, have the highest school and college graduation rates, and offer some of the best universities in the world but also some of the worst elementary and secondary schools.  (p. 78)
Today’s schools, unless they are religious schools, do not transmit a concrete and articulated moral system …  We have only the dimmest idea of how the achievement ethos corrodes virtue in certain other ways.  And have not begun to come up with a way to counter it.  (p. 179)
Between 1981 and 1997, the amount of time children between the ages of three and twelve spent playing by themselves indoors declined by almost a fifth.  The amount of time spent watching TV declined by 23 percent.  The amount of time studying increased by a fifth.  The amount of time doing organized sports increased by 27 percent.  …  Never before has such a high proportion of our young people been enrolled in school. … Now there are fewer than thirteen students per teacher in school, compared to more than twenty-six students per teacher [in 1950].  … School is tougher.  … By 1981 the average six-to-eight-year-old was doing fifty-two minutes of homework a week.  By 1997 the amount of homework assigned to the average child of the same age had doubled to over two hours a week.  Meanwhile, the school day, which had shortened during the 1960s and 1970s, has steadily lengthened, as has the school year.  Requirements have stiffened. Before 1983 the average school district required on year of math and one year of science for high school graduation.  Now the average high school calls for two years of each.  (p. 140-141)
… Women earn a quarter more bachelor’s degrees and a third more master’s degrees than men. (p. 156)
American young people are nearly twice as likely to attend [university] as young people in Western Europe, and American universities spend, on average, about twice as much money per student as their French, German or British counterparts.  (p. 158)
Radicals no longer assault the American family and the American home.  Even theological conflicts have settled down.  It’s somewhat fashionable to be religious so long as is not militantly so.  (p. 163)
[Students] are less likely than previous generations to feel they must rebel against their parents.  Responding to a 1997 Gallup survey, 96 percent of teenagers said they got along with their parents, and 82 percent described their home life and “wonderful” or “good”.  I’m not sure families are quite that healthy, but the results show what young people want things to be.  Roughly three out of four teens said they shared their parents’ generation values.  When asked by Roper Starch Worldwide in 1998 to rank the major problems facing America today, students aged twelve to nineteen named as their top five concerns: selfishness, people who don’t respect law and the authorities, wrongdoing by politicians, lack of parental discipline, and courts that care too much about criminals’ rights.  It is impossible to imagine teenagers of a few decades ago calling for stricter parental discipline and more respect for authority.  In 1974, for example, a majority of teenagers told pollsters that they could not “comfortably approach their parents with personal matters of concern.”  Forty percent believed they would be “better off not living with their parents.”  (p. 164)
(Sheet compiled by Zan & Misty Larsen)
Extra Material
Brigham Young - I will not say, as do many, that the more I learn the more I am satisfied that I know nothing; for the more I learn the more I discern and eternity of knowledge to improve upon. There is an eternity of knowledge; and the little I have gained, through the blessings of the Lord, I wish to improve upon.  (Journal of Discourses, v. 7, p. 162)






