An Elect Lady
Emma Hale Smith’s patriarchal blessing - given on 9 December 1834 by her father-in-law, Joseph Smith, Sr., presents important information concerning Emma’s contribution to the Restoration, how the Lord viewed Emma, and what he promised her:

“Emma … thou art blessed of the Lord, for thy faithfulness and truth, thou shalt be blessed with thy husband, and rejoice in the glory which shall come upon him.  Thy soul has been afflicted because of the wickedness of men in seeking the destruction of thy companion, and thy whole soul has been drawn out in prayer for his deliverance; rejoice, for the Lord thy God has heard thy supplication.

Thou hast grieved for the hardness of the hearts of thy father’s house, and thou hast longed for their salvation.  The Lord will have respect to thy cries, and by his judgments he will cause some of them to see their folly and repent of their sins; but it will be by affliction that they will be saved.  Thou shalt see many days, yea, the Lord will spare thee till thou art satisfied, for thou shalt see thy Redeemer. Thy heart shall rejoice in the great work of the Lord, and no one shall take thy rejoicing from thee.

Thou shalt ever remember the great condescension of thy God in permitting thee to accompany my son [Joseph] when the angel delivered the record of the Nephites to his care … Thou shalt be blessed with understanding, and have power to instruct thy sex, teach thy family righteousness, and thy little ones the way of life, and the holy angels shall watch over thee and thou shalt be saved in the kingdom of God, even so, Amen.”  (Patriarchal Blessing Book No. 1, LDS Archives)
The blessing also gave her comfort:

“Thou hast seen much sorrow because the Lord has taken from thee three of thy children. In this thou art not to be blamed, for he knows thy pure desires to raise up a family, that the name of my son [Joseph Smith, Jr.] might be blessed. And now, behold, I say unto thee, that thus says the Lord, if thou wilt believe, thou shalt yet be blessed … and thou shalt bring forth other children, to the joy and satisfaction of thy soul, and to the rejoicing of thy friends.”  (Patriarchal Blessing Book No. 1, LDS Archives)
Loyal Comforter

While Joseph and the other Church leaders were unjustly imprisoned at Liberty, Missouri, Emma and her four little children became part of the major Church exodus from the state after the extermination order was issued on 27 October 1838 by Missouri governor Lilburn Boggs.  From Quincy, Illinois, in March 1839, Emma expressed her loyalty to Joseph in these words:

I shall not attempt to write my feelings altogether, for the situation in which you are, the walls, bars and bolts, rolling rivers, running streams, rising hills, sinking valleys and spreading prairies that separate us, and the cruel injustice that first cast you into prison and still holds you there. … Was it not for conscious innocence and the direct interposition of divine mercy, I am very sure I never should have been able to have endured the scenes of suffering that I have passed through … but I still live and am yet willing to suffer more if it is the will of kind heaven, that I should for your sake … but I hope there are better days to come to us yet. … I am ever yours affectionately. Emma Smith.  (Emma Smith to Joseph Smith, March 1839, RLDS Archives; spelling and grammar modernized. Copy in LDS Archives.)
The Prophet wrote in his journal, reflecting on a visit from Emma while he was in great danger and difficulty in 1842: “With what unspeakable delight, and what transports of joy swelled my bosom, when I took by the hand, on that night, my beloved Emma—she that was my wife, even the wife of my youth, and the choice of my heart. Many were the reverberations of my mind when I contemplated for a moment the many scenes we had been called to pass through, the fatigues and the toils, the sorrows and sufferings, and the joys and consolations, from time to time, which had strewed our paths and crowned our board. Oh what a commingling of thought filled my mind for the moment, again she is here, even in the seventh trouble—undaunted, firm, and unwavering—unchangeable, affectionate Emma!”  (History of the Church, 5:107)

Callings

In her office as the first general president of the Relief Society, [Emma] set an example of strong leadership.  Her instructions on compassionate service set the tone for generations of Relief Society members under the theme she promoted: “Charity Never Faileth.”

In records of early endowments in Nauvoo there is documentation that Emma received sacred ordinances from Joseph, and she administered them under Joseph’s direction to many other women.  One of Emma’s duties as the Prophet’s wife was to supervise the women’s part of the ordinances.  (Joseph Smith, diary, and Brigham Young, diary, both for 1 Nov. 1843; Heber C. Kimball, 1840–45  Journal, Book 91, p. 114, entry dated Jan. 1844, LDS Archives; spelling modernized.)

Better Things
Emmeline B. Wells (a contemporary of Emma) - Sister Emma was benevolent and hospitable; she drew around her a large circle of friends, who were like good comrades.  She was motherly in nature to young people, always had a houseful to entertain or be entertained.  She was very high-spirited and the brethren and sisters paid her great respect.  Emma was a great solace to her husband in all his persecutions and the severe ordeals through which he passed; she was always ready to encourage and comfort him, devoted to his interests, and was constantly by him whenever it was possible.  She was queen in her home, so to speak, and beloved by the people, who were many of them indebted to her for favors and kindness.  (“LDS Women of the Past: Personal Impressions,” Woman’s Exponent, Issue #36, p. 1)

Gracia Jones - Joseph and Emma were sealed for time and all eternity and received their sacred priesthood ordinances in 1843.  (See D&C 132:45–46.)  I believe it is in the context of these ordinances that we may best understand and appreciate what Emma wrote shortly before Joseph was killed: “I desire with all my heart to honor and respect my husband as my head, ever to live in his confidence and by acting in unison with him retain the place which God has given me by his side … I desire the spirit of God to know and understand myself, I desire a fruitful, active mind, that I may be able to comprehend the designs of God, when revealed through his servants without doubting.”  ( Emma Hale Smith blessing, typescript, LDS Archives.  Emma asked Joseph for a blessing before Joseph left for Carthage.  The Prophet told her to write the best blessing she could, and he would sign it upon his return.)
Emma’s final testimony - My belief is that the Book of Mormon is of divine authenticity.  I have not the slightest doubt of it. … Though I was an active participant in the scenes that transpired, and was present during the translation of the plates … and had cognizance of things as they transpired, it is marvelous to me, ‘a marvel and a wonder,’ as much as to anyone else.”  

Describing her experience, she said: “The plates often lay on the table without any attempt at concealment, wrapped in a small linen tablecloth which I had given him [Joseph] to fold them in. I once felt the plates as they lay on the table, tracing their outline and shape.  They seemed to be pliable like thick paper, and would rustle with a metallic sound when the edges were moved by the thumb, as one does sometimes thumb the edges of a book.”  She also testified, “I know Mormonism to be the truth; and believe the church to have been established by divine direction.  (“Emma Smith’s Last Testimony,” Feb. 1879, RLDS Archives)

(The items quoted above are from Gracia Jones’ article “My Great-Great-Grandmother, Emma Hale Smith,” Ensign, Aug. 1992, p. 30.)
Hymns

Emma Smith's collection of hymns, edited and printed by William W. Phelps, appeared in book form in 1835 under the title A Collection of Sacred Hymns, for the Church of the Latter Day Saints.  Its format was typical for the times: it was small enough to fit in a pocket, measuring only three inches by four and one-half inches; and it contained only the words—no tunes—for its ninety hymns.  Between thirty and forty of these hymns appear to have been written by Latter-day Saints; the remainder were Protestant hymns.
Twenty-six of the hymns in Emma Smith's little volume are included in our current hymnbook.  They are –
	Original
Hymn
Number
	Original First Line
	Current 

Hymn
Number

	1
	Know this that ev'ry soul is free
	240

	4
	Glorious things of thee are spoken
	46

	6
	Redeemer of Israel
	6

	10
	He died! the great Redeemer died!
	192

	11
	Earth with her ten thousand flowers 
	87, 313

	13
	Guide us, O thou great Jehovah
	83

	14
	We're not ashamed to own our Lord
	57

	15
	Joy to the world! the Lord will come!
	201

	18
	Now let us rejoice in the day of salvation
	3

	21
	The happy day has rolled on
	32

	23
	This earth was once a garden place
	49

	24
	Gently raise the sacred strain
	146

	26
	Now we'll sing with one accord
	25

	43
	Come let us sing an evening hymn
	167

	46
	Great God! to thee my evening song
	164

	54
	Jesus, mighty King in Zion
	234

	57
	O God th' eternal Father
	175

	65
	Come all ye sons of Zion
	38

	66
	Let Zion in her beauty rise
	41

	68
	Come all ye saints, who dwell on earth
	65

	70
	Great is the Lord: 'tis good to praise
	77

	74
	From Greenland's icy mountains
	268

	79
	I know that my Redeemer lives
	136

	82
	How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord
	85

	86
	O God! our help in ages past
	31

	90
	The Spirit of God like a fire is burning
	2


The preface to the 1835 hymnbook reflected the early Saints' feeling that they needed a collection entirely their own:

In order to sing by the Spirit, and with the understanding, it is necessary that the church of the Latter Day Saints should have a collection of 'SACRED HYMNS,' adapted to their faith and belief in the gospel, and, as far as can be, holding forth the promises made to the fathers who died in the precious faith of a glorious resurrection, and a thousand years' reign on earth with the Son of Man in his glory.  Notwithstanding the church, as it were, is still in its infancy, yet, as the song of the righteous is a prayer unto God, it is sincerely hoped that the following collection, selected with an eye single to his glory, may answer every purpose till more are composed, or till we are blessed with a copious variety of the songs of Zion.

A second hymnal, expanded to 304 hymns—more than three times the length of the 1835 hymnal—was printed in Nauvoo in 1841.  Emma continued to gather hymns for future books until the death of her husband. 

During the decades when Latter-day Saint hymnals did not include tunes, the choice of a tune that would match the meter and mood of the hymn text was the responsibility of the music director; the congregation did not necessarily expect to pair the same tunes and words each time.

(The material above is taken from Our Latter-Day Hymns, p. 6, 9-10.  Lesson by Zan & Misty Larsen.  ) 

Presentation Notes
1. As a class, read D&C 25 a little at a time.

a. After vs. 3, read the part from the student manual p. 51 about “elect”

b. After vs. 4 stop and ask what Emma murmured about.  What was God’s answer?

c. With vs 5 do the indented paragraph about Emma’s loyalty and the paragraph beginning “The Prophet wrote…”

d. Vs 7&8 do the section in the student manual about “ordained”, p. 51.  Also the paragraph beginning “In her office…”, and the one “In records of…”

e. Vs 9&10, read the tribute by Emmeline B. Wells.  Mention that Emma was well known for taking in anyone who was ill or homeless and nursing and feeding them for months if necessary.

f. 11&12, What is “a song of the heart”?  Ask the students if they have any.  (Have examples of hymns that touch you, bring you understanding, etc.)

g. 13-16 Read the Gracia Jones quote.  Make special note of the explanation after – where was Joseph going?  Didn’t he know he wouldn’t be coming back?

2. Explain that many refer to section 25 as the one about the hymnbook.  Talk about the 1st hymnbook.

a. How many hymns in it?  What size do you think it would be?  Show picture from the manual, a new pocket-size book, and a piece of paper cut the size of the 1st hymnbook (3”x4.5”).

b. 6 years later, a second hymnbook was published.  This one had more than 3 times the number of songs, but was still small – just thicker.  Emma continued to gather new songs until Joseph’s death.

c. These old hymnals were divided into sections.  Write the sections from the 1st hymnbook on the board:  Mourning hymns, Farewell hymns, Evening hymns, hymns on Baptism, Sacramental hymns, hymns for Marriage.

d. I have collected old hymnals and in looking through them I’ve noticed certain types of songs are no longer in our books.  What kind do you think?  Why are they gone? (Fewer childhood deaths – what did they die of then - list, Temple marriages with no singing, etc.)

e. Our current hymnbook was written to correspond with what about Emma’s book? (150th anniversary)

f. Is our book divided into sections like the first one? (see contents page)

g. Both books have a preface too – see quote on handout. Turn to new book’s preface.

h. Other things in our current book – helps and indexes in back.  Explain in this order:  Meters – what they are (count Silent Night), try singing a couple of songs with different tunes, for example: How Gentle God’s Commands to I Know My Father Lives (simple and with expanded section), then a harder one like Joseph Smith’s First Prayer to Israel, Israel God is Calling.  Ask:  Do these match?  Is the tune good for the words?  To emphasize pairing words with proper tunes, try Away in a Manger and Onward Christian Soldiers or American the Beautiful and Abide with me, Tis Eventide.  (You may just want to talk about them but not actually sing them as a group.  Then talk about Tune names – see the explanation on page 401.  Using the hymnbook – quickly go through all the sections.  Try leading a song if there is lots of time.  Authors and Composers – any students related to an author or composer?.  Titles, Tunes & Meters – why have this?  Show finding a song then looking for matching meters.  Scriptures – Can you find any that might go with D&C 25?

3. Look at the list of original songs that are still in our hymnbooks.  Are there any that you don’t know?  Are there any that surprise you?

4. Show “Our Latter-day Hymns” and explain what it contains.  Tell that it’s available in the Institute library.

5. Show Emma’s pictures – hard life.  Lots of change.

6. Sum up that Emma did an excellent job with all she was asked to do.  She faithfully fulfilled all the tasks asked of her in section 25.

7. End with the tribute from her Mother-in-Law and/or Emma’s final testimony.

Extra Material
Edgar Allan Poe - Shadows of shadows passing … As always I am absorbed with a delicate thought.  It is how poetry has indefinite sensations to which end music is an essential.  Since the comprehension of sweet sound is our most indefinite conception music when combined with a pleasurable idea is poetry.  Music without the idea is simply music.  Without music, or an intriguing idea, colour becomes pallor, man becomes carcass, home becomes catacomb, and the dead are but for a moment, motionless. 

I have never seen a woman in my life, who would endure every species of fatigue and hardship, from month to month, and from year to year, with that unflinching courage, zeal, and patience, which she has ever done; for I know that which she has had to �endure … 


- Lucy Mack Smith


(History of Joseph Smith, by His Mother, Preston Nibley, p. 190–91)
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… But I still live and am yet willing to suffer more if it is the will of kind heaven …


- Emma Smith


(Written to Joseph while he was in Liberty Jail and after she, her children and other saints had been driven from Missouri.)











