The Character of Eve

This is a mock debate.  The overall claim is that Eve was not strong in character or a noble example, that she made mistakes and it was up to Adam to compensate for them.

Q-1. First of all, Eve was created from Adam’s rib, which is a part of his body he didn’t need anyway.

A. Moses 3:22-23 –And the rib [notice it’s not “from the rib”] which I, the Lord God, had taken from man, made I a woman, and brought her unto the man.  And Adam said: This I know now is bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of man. 

Rib (“tsela”) - The Hebrew word designates the "side" or "flank".  It is translated as “rib” only in connection with the creation of Eve.

Genesis 2:21, Amplified Bible - And the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam; and while he slept, He took one of his ribs or a part of his side and closed up the [place with] flesh.

Hugh Nibley - What can get closer to your side than your rib. Your rib is your side. You might be able to get along without it, but the rib is about as close to a person as you can get. It is a usage. The metaphor is used in language: As close as my rib and as intimate. It means "bone of my bone and flesh of my flesh," as intimate as you can be. (Ancient Documents and the Pearl of Great Price, p. 14)  

Russell M. Nelson – “The rib, coming as it does from the side, seems to denote partnership. The rib signifies neither dominion nor subservience, but a lateral relationship as partners, to work and to live, side by side.” (The Power within Us, p. 108)
Q-2. Because of Eve the devil gained a victory.

A. Not really because through Eve’s motherhood, or through one of her righteous daughters, the champion over the devil will come. 

Robert J. Matthews - [In] Gen. 3:15. The Lord said to the serpent (Lucifer): "I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed [Christ]; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel." The Hebrew word translated "bruise" actually means to "crush," and thus the seed of the woman (Christ) will crush the head of the serpent, and that is a fatal wound. (A Bible! A Bible!, p. 49.  See Hymn #182, “We’ll Sing All Hail to Jesus’ Name”.)
Q-3. Adam understood things better.

A. Moses 5:11 - “Were it not for our transgression we never should have had seed, and never should have known good from evil, and the joy of our redemption, and the eternal life which God giveth unto all the obedient.”  Who said that?
Hugh Nibley - In all that follows she takes the initiative, pursuing the search for ever greater light and knowledge … The first daring step had to be taken, and if in her enthusiasm she let herself be tricked by the persuasive talk of a kindly "brother," it was no fault of hers.  Still it was an act of disobedience for which someone had to pay, and she accepted the responsibility … It is she who perceives and points out to Adam that they have done the right thing after all.  Sorrow, yes, but she is willing to pass through it for the sake of knowledge – knowledge of good and evil that will provide the test and the victory for working out their salvation as God intends … Next it is the woman who sees through Satan's disguise of clever hypocrisy, identifies him, and exposes him for what he is. 
She discovers the principle of opposites by which the world is governed and views it with high-spirited optimism: it is not wrong that there is opposition in everything, it is a constructive principle making it possible for people to be intelligently happy.  It is better to know the score than not to know it.  Finally, it is the "seed of the woman" that repels the serpent and embraces the gospel: she it is who first accepts the gospel of repentance.  (Old Testament and Related Studies, p. 92-93.)
Q-4. Eve did wrong by eating the forbidden fruit.

A. Joseph Fielding Smith - The transgression of that law, contrary to the view of many, was not a sin… It was not a sin to bring to pass mortality, a condition which was essential to the eternal welfare of man. (Answers to Gospel Questions, v.2, p. 214.  See also the Pearl of Great Price student manual, p. 13 for an excellent quote by Elder Oaks.)
Q-5. Eve allowed herself to be deceived because the fruit was like a sparkling piece of bling to her.

A. It’s interesting what Eve found attractive about the fruit.  Moses 4:12 says, “And when the woman saw that -

· the tree was good for food, [for feeding a family] 

· and that it became pleasant to the eyes, [beauty, comely, desirable] 

· and a tree to be desired to make her wise, [knowledge, wisdom, good for teaching children] 

…She took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and also gave unto her husband with her, and he did eat.”

These are all things that would appeal to a good mother.  It wasn’t until after that she could recognize who it was that was behind the deception, so she is innocent of any fault for being deceived.  True she could have counseled with her husband, but because she was childlike and they lived in a harmless paradise, perhaps there had been less of a need to counsel.  Or perhaps in their childlike state our first parents did not possess that wisdom.
Q-6. If she hadn’t been deceived we could have all lived in the Garden of Eden.

A.  2 Nephi 2:22-26 - And now, behold, if Adam had not transgressed he would not have fallen, but he would have remained in the garden of Eden. And all things which were created must have remained in the same state in which they were after they were created; and they must have remained forever, and had no end. And they would have had no children; wherefore they would have remained in a state of innocence, having no joy, for they knew no misery; doing no good, for they knew no sin… Adam fell that men might be; and men are, that they might have joy. And the Messiah cometh in the fulness of time, that he may redeem the children of men from the fall.

Q-7. Because Eve ate the forbidden fruit first Adam got the priesthood.

A. Joseph Smith - The priesthood was first given to Adam; he obtained the First Presidency, and held the keys of it from generation to generation.  He obtained it in the Creation, before the world was formed …”  (History of The Church, v. 3, p. 385-86)  )
Q-8. Well, all of the angels in our records are male.

Hugh Nibley - The angels are male because they are missionaries, as the Church on the earth is essentially a missionary organization; the women are engaged in another, but equally important, task: preserving the establishment while the men are away. (Old Testament and Related Studies, p. 91)
Perhaps this is why it is the teachings of the mothers of the two thousand stripling warriors that so increased their faith.

Ezra Taft Benson - “Mothers, you are your children’s best teacher.  Motherhood is the greatest potential influence either for good or ill in human life.” (Ensign, May, 1987, p. 97-98)
Q-9. The priesthood gives men the right to rule over women.  For example, 1 Timothy 3:4-5 says a bishop must be “one that ruleth well his own, having his children in subjection with all gravity.”

A. The New English Bible retranslates it as, “He must be one who manages his own household well and wins obedience from his children.”  D&C 121:37 asks what happens when any man, including Adam, “seeks to gratify his pride, or vain ambition, or to exercise control, or unrighteous dominion, or compulsion, in any degree of unrighteousness?  Behold, the heavens will withdraw themselves, the Spirit of the Lord will be grieved; and when it is withdrawn, Amen to that priesthood, or the authority of that man.”

Q-10. It’s up to the man to decide right and wrong.

A. D&C 121:41-42 gives us indicators that the priesthood is being exercised properly.  First and perhaps foremost is persuasion - then long-suffering, gentleness, meekness, love unfeigned, kindness, and pure knowledge.  (See the Topical Guide entry for “persuasion”)  Eve deserves Adam’s persuasion in anything he initiates.  She is well able to perceive the truth; he is duty bound to prove to her the validity of his intentions.
Hugh Nibley - There is no patriarchy or matriarchy in the Garden; the two supervise each other. Adam is given no arbitrary power. Eve is to heed him only insofar as he obeys their Father—and who decides that? She must keep check on him as much as he does on her. It is, if you will, a system of checks and balances in which each party is as distinct and independent in its sphere as are the departments of government under the Constitution—and just as dependent on each other. (Of All Things! Classic Quotations from Hugh Nibley, p. 255)
Gordon B. Hinckley - I regrettably recognize that some men have used [the words that Adam should rule over Eve] through centuries of time as justification for abusing and demeaning women. But I am confident also that in so doing they have demeaned themselves and offended the Father of us all, who, I am confident, loves His daughters just as He loves His sons.  My own interpretation of that sentence is that the husband shall have a governing responsibility to provide for, to protect, to strengthen and shield the wife. Any man who belittles or abuses or terrorizes, or who rules in unrighteousness, will deserve, and, I believe, receive the reprimand of a just God who is the Eternal Father of both His sons and daughters.  (Women's Meeting , LDS Church News, 5 Oct 1991)
Q-11. Eve was cursed with sorrow.

A. Hugh Nibley - Now a curse was placed on Eve, and it looked as if she would have to pay a high price for taking the initiative in the search for knowledge. To our surprise the identical curse was placed on Adam also. For Eve, God "will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conception. In sorrow shalt thou bring forth children." (Gen. 3:16)  The key is the word for sorrow, atsav, meaning to labor, to toil, to sweat, to do something very hard. To multiply does not mean to add or increase but to repeat over and over again; the word in the Septuagint is plethynomai, as in the multiplying of words in the repetitious prayers of the ancients. Both the conception and the labor of Eve will be multiple; she will have many children. 

Then the Lord says to Adam, "In sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life" (that is, the bread that his labor must bring forth from the earth). The identical word is used in both cases; the root meaning is to work hard at cutting or digging; both the man and the woman must sorrow and both must labor … It means not to be sorry, but to have a hard time. 

If Eve must labor to bring forth, so too must Adam labor  (Gen. 3:17; Moses 4:23) to quicken the earth so it shall bring forth. Both of them bring forth life with sweat and tears, and Adam is not the favored party. If his labor is not as severe as hers, it is more protracted … "In sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life!" Even retirement is no escape from that sorrow. (Old Testament and Related Studies, p. 89-90)
Spencer W. Kimball - “I wonder if those who translated the Bible might have used the term distress instead of sorrow.  It would mean much the same except I think there is great gladness in most latter day saint homes when there is to be a child there.” (Ensign, March, 1976, p. 72)


Russell M. Nelson - From our study of Eve, we may learn five fundamental lessons of everlasting importance:  

1. She labored beside her companion.

2. She and Adam bore the responsibilities of parenthood.

3. She and her partner worshipped the Lord in prayer.

4. She and Adam heeded divine commandments of obedience and sacrifice.

5. She and her husband taught the gospel to their children. (Ensign, November 1987, p. 88-89)
When was the last time anyone saw Eve and what was she doing?  (Hint: “And our glorious Mother Eve,” D&C 138:15-16, 39.)  How long had she been there?
(Lesson by Zan and Misty Larsen, www.elarsen.net/lessons)

Extra Material

Introduce the debate with this horrific quote –

Suzanne Evertsen Lundquist - The religious communities which trace their view of the world back to the Adam and Eve story have shaped their views of women from this text [Genesis 3]. Ecclesiasticus, an apocryphal book, claims that "from woman was the beginning of sin, and because of her we all die." (25:23-24.) The Essenes, pious men from the Dead Sea community, would not take a wife for fear of being corrupted. The Aramaic and Arabic words for snake are similar to the Hebrew name for Eve. One Jewish mystic described Eve as the last of the animal creations and "the source of all lechery." Eve was the Devil's gateway into the world. Because womankind has from the days of Eve been considered susceptible to evil, of course it was through them that witchcraft came into the world, or so the Puritans thought.  (As Women of Faith: Talks Selected from the BYU Women's Conferences, p. 88)


Mother Eve Seen In Vision

(Prior to D&C 138 but the vision 
was not looking back in time.)

Zebedee Coltrin - Once after returning from a mission to Kirtland, I met Brother Joseph, who asked me if I did not wish to go with him to a conference at New Portage, Ohio.  The party consisted of Presidents Joseph Smith, Sidney Rigdon, Oliver Cowdery and me.  Next morning at New Portage, I noticed that Joseph seemed to have a far off look in his eyes, or was looking at a distance.  Presently he stepped between Brother Cowdery and me, and taking us by the arm said, "Let's take a walk.”  We went to a place where there was some beautiful grass, and grapevines and swamp birch interlaced.  President Joseph Smith then said, "Let us pray."

We all three prayed in turn—Joseph, Oliver and me.  Brother Joseph then said, "Now brethren, we will see some visions.”  Joseph lay down on the ground on his back and stretched out his arms, and we laid on them.  The heavens gradually opened, and we saw a golden throne, on a circular foundation, and on the throne sat a man and a woman, having white hair and clothed in white garments.  Their heads were white as snow, and their faces shone with immortal youth.  They were the two most beautiful and perfect specimens of mankind I ever saw.  Joseph said, "They are our first parents, Adam and Eve."

Adam was a large broad shouldered man, and Eve, as a woman, was as large in proportion.  (Hyrum L. Andrus and Helen Mae Andrus, They Knew the Prophet, p. 28)



Personal Commentary: Regarding the appealing aspects of the fruit, these are all things that would appeal to a good mother.  It wasn’t until after that she could recognize who it was that was behind the deception, so she is innocent of any fault for being deceived.  God had told her (or Adam at least) that the fruit would cause death, but Satan appeared and said it wouldn’t.  She had no reason to question him, being childlike in innocence.  Jesus said Matthew 10:16, “Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves: be ye therefore wise as serpents, and harmless as doves.”  To do that requires an ability to discern good from evil, or at least to be on guard with things that could be dangerous, which mother Eve didn’t have at that point.

True she could have counseled with her husband, but because she was childlike and they lived in a harmless paradise, perhaps there had been less of a need to counsel.  Or perhaps in their childlike state our first parents did not possess that wisdom.

Monte S. Nyman - Following Eve's reminder to Satan of this forbidding commandment, Satan's retort was typical of his pattern of operation, a lie mixed with truth. First he denied that the eating of the fruit would bring about death—a direct contradiction to God's warning. Then he added that by eating they would become "as gods, knowing good and evil" (Moses 4:9-11). Of course they would; it was the tree of the knowledge of good and evil (Moses 3:17). This was another of the consequences of which God warned—a necessary step but not always a pleasant one—to experience the opposites of joy and misery, righteousness and wickedness, good and bad (2 Ne. 2: 22-23). It was an opportunity to bask in the light of Christ or to wallow in the mire of the darkness of the elements of the world. Eve weighed the choices and in her veiled condition chose to partake of the fruit and persuaded her husband to do likewise (Moses 4:12). (From his chapter “The Fall of Adam and Eve” in Studies in Scripture, v 2, p. 94)
Vivian M. Adams - The phrase "pleasant to the eyes" is a Hebrew idiom meaning "a desirable thing." Eve saw the tree was, in the Hebrew, "desirable as a means to wisdom, insight," and that man must know the evil to prize the good. Eve knew the tree of life was a great tree, with a fruit precious above all others, yet she discerned the tree of knowledge was also "good for food," meaning nourishment and growth.  (From her chapter "Our Glorious Mother Eve" in The Man Adam, p. 101 - 102)


What does it mean when the Lord said he would create for Adam “an help meet for him”? (Gen. 2:18.)

David Rolph Seely, “I Have a Question,” Ensign, Jan. 1994, 54


Harold B. Lee - Martin Luther penned a meaningful statement regarding woman’s place when he wrote, “When Eve was brought unto Adam, he became filled with the Holy Spirit, and gave her the most sanctified, the most glorious of appellations.  He called her Eva—that is to say, the Mother of All.  He did not style her wife, but simply mother—mother of all living creatures.  In this consists the glory and the most precious ornament of woman.”   (“Maintain Your Place As a Woman,” Ensign, Feb 1972, p. 48.)


The Bible Dictionary entry on the “Fall of Adam” has some points that are not well supported in the scriptures.  We originally had the following question in the quiz but we have since deleted it.
A. Open your Bible Dictionary and read the section titled “Fall of Adam” (p. 670).  Name 2 things that were new or interesting to you.



Joseph Fielding Smith - … Adam and Eve did the very thing they had to.  I tell you, I take my hat off to Mother Eve and I rejoice and I want to read what she said.  When Eve learned what the full condition was, the result of that fall, she preached this discourse.  It is the first discourse ever recorded - that is, that we have.  [Cites  Moses 5:11.]   (Take Heed to Yourselves, p. 292)


Full Versions of the Edited Nibley Quotes

Hugh Nibley - In all that follows she takes the initiative, pursuing the search for ever greater light and knowledge while Adam cautiously holds back. Who was the wiser for that? The first daring step had to be taken, and if in her enthusiasm she let herself be tricked by the persuasive talk of a kindly "brother," it was no fault of hers. Still it was an act of disobedience for which someone had to pay, and she accepted the responsibility. And had she been so foolish? It is she who perceives and points out to Adam that they have done the right thing after all. Sorrow, yes, but she is willing to pass through it for the sake of knowledge – knowledge of good and evil that will provide the test and the victory for working out their salvation as God intends. It is better this way than the old way; she is the progressive one. She had not led him astray, for God had specifically commanded her to stick to Adam no matter what: "The woman thou gavest me and commanded that she should stay with me: she gave me the fruit, and I did eat." She takes the initiative, and he hearkens to her-"because thou hast hearkened to thy wife." She led and he followed. Here Adam comes to her defense as well as his own; if she twisted his arm, she had no choice either. "Don't you see?" he says to the Lord. "You commanded her to stay with me. What else could she do but take me along with her?"    

Next it is the woman who sees through Satan's disguise of clever hypocrisy, identifies him, and exposes him for what he is. She discovers the principle of opposites by which the world is governed and views it with high-spirited optimism: it is not wrong that there is opposition in everything, it is a constructive principle making it possible for people to be intelligently happy. It is better to know the score than not to know it. Finally, it is the "seed of the woman" that repels the serpent and embraces the gospel: she it is who first accepts the gospel of repentance.  (Old Testament and Related Studies, p. 92-93.)
Hugh Nibley - Now a curse was placed on Eve, and it looked as if she would have to pay a high price for taking the initiative in the search for knowledge. To our surprise the identical curse was placed on Adam also. For Eve, God "will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conception. In sorrow shalt thou bring forth children." (Gen. 3:16) The key is the word for sorrow, atsav, meaning to labor, to toil, to sweat, to do something very hard. To multiply does not mean to add or increase but to repeat over and over again; the word in the Septuagint is plethynomai, as in the multiplying of words in the repetitious prayers of the ancients. Both the conception and the labor of Eve will be multiple; she will have many children. 

Then the Lord says to Adam, "In sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life" (that is, the bread that his labor must bring forth from the earth). The identical word is used in both cases; the root meaning is to work hard at cutting or digging; both the man and the woman must sorrow and both must labor. (The Septuagint word is lype, meaning bodily or mental strain, discomfort, or affliction.) It means not to be sorry, but to have a hard time. 

If Eve must labor to bring forth, so too must Adam labor  (Gen. 3:17; Moses 4:23) to quicken the earth so it shall bring forth. Both of them bring forth life with sweat and tears, and Adam is not the favored party. If his labor is not as severe as hers, it is more protracted. For Eve's life will be spared long after her childbearing—"nevertheless thy life shall be spared"—while Adam's toil must go on to the end of his days: "In sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life!" Even retirement is no escape from that sorrow. 

The thing to notice is that Adam is not let off lightly as a privileged character; he is as bound to Mother Eve as she is to the law of her husband. And why not? If he was willing to follow her, he was also willing to suffer with her, for this affliction was imposed on Adam expressly "because thou hast hearkened unto… thy wife and, hast eaten of the fruit." (Old Testament and Related Studies, p. 89-90)
Quiz

A. Consider these points and be prepared to respond to them later in class, whether they are true or false.

1. Eve was created from Adam’s rib, which is a part of his body he didn’t need anyway.

2. Because of Eve the devil gained a victory.

3. Adam understood things better.

4. Eve did wrong by eating the forbidden fruit.

5. Eve allowed herself to be deceived because the fruit was like a sparkling piece of bling to her.

6. If she hadn’t been deceived we could have all lived in the Garden of Eden.
7. Because Eve ate the forbidden fruit first Adam got the priesthood.

8. All of the heavenly messengers in our records are male.

9. The priesthood gives men the right to rule over women.  For example, 1 Timothy 3:4-5 says a bishop must be “one that ruleth well his own, having his children in subjection with all gravity.”

10. Eve was cursed with sorrow.

11. It’s up to the man to decide right and wrong.
B. In the Bible Dictionary, read the section titled “Eve” (p. 668).  What does latter-day revelation give us an awareness of?

C. Open the Index (at the end of your triple combination) to “Eve” (p. 99).  As far as we know, when was the last time that someone saw Eve?  Where was she and what was going on?  How long had she been there?
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