Exquisite Delicacies 

Edgar Allan Poe - 

There is, however, a class of fancies, 
Of exquisite delicacy, 
Which are not thoughts, 
And to which, as yet, 
I have found it absolutely impossible 
To adapt to language …
They arise in the soul (alas, how rarely!) 
Only at its epochs of most intense tranquility - 
When the bodily and mental health are in perfection - 
And at those mere points of time 
Where the confines of the waking world 
Blend with those of the world of dreams. 

(Marginalia, p. 88-89)

The Inexpressible

Hugh B. Brown - 

Sometimes during solitude 

I hear truth spoken with clarity and freshness; 

Uncolored and untranslated 

It speaks from within myself 

In a language original but inarticulate, 

Heard only with the soul, 

And I realize I brought it with me, 

Was never taught it 

Nor can I effectively teach it to another.

(The Eternal Quest, p. 435)

3 Nephi 17:16-17 - 

And after this manner do they bear record: 
The eye hath never seen, 
Neither hath the ear heard, before, 
So great and marvelous things as we saw and heard 
Jesus speak unto the Father; 
And no tongue can speak, 
Neither can there be written by any man, 
Neither can the hearts of men conceive 
So great and marvelous things 
As we both saw and heard Jesus speak; 
And no one can conceive of the joy 
Which filled our souls 
At the time we heard him pray for us unto the Father.

3 Nephi 19:32-34 - 

And tongue cannot speak

The words which he prayed,

Neither can be written by man

The words which he prayed.

And the multitude did hear and do bear record;

And their hearts were open
And they did understand in their hearts

The words which he prayed.

Nevertheless, so great and marvelous were

The words which he prayed

That they cannot be written,

Neither can they be uttered by man.

Joseph Smith History 17 - When the light rested upon me I saw two Personages, whose brightness and glory defy all description, standing above me in the air.

Oliver Cowdery - I shall not attempt to paint to you the feelings of this heart, nor the majestic beauty and glory which surrounded us on this occasion; but you will believe me when I say, that earth, nor men, with the eloquence of time, cannot begin to clothe language in as interesting and sublime a manner as this holy personage.  … One ray of glory from the upper world, or one word from the mouth of the Savior, from the bosom of eternity, strikes it all into insignificance … (Footnote to Joseph Smith History)

The Barely Describable

Moses 4:30 – 

For as I, the Lord God, liveth, even so 

My words cannot return void, 

For as they go forth out of my mouth 

They must be fulfilled.

Isaiah 55:10-11 - 
For as the rain cometh down, 
And the snow from heaven, 
And returneth not thither, 
But watereth the earth, 
And maketh it bring forth and bud, 
That it may give seed to the sower, 
And bread to the eater - 
So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: 
It shall not return unto me void, 
But it shall accomplish that which I please, 
And it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.

John 1:1 -  
In the beginning was the Word … 

J. Phillip Schaelling - Logos [“the Word”] is a phrase or sentence, or a prolonged discourse, or even a book. It is the outward form that expresses the inner thought.  The reason for the personification is to help us understand that Christ was to be the outward expression of the Father's inner nature, having the same purpose and the same power.  (From his chapter in Studies in Scripture, Vol. 5, The Gospels)
Of Dreams and Wings

W.B. Yeats - 

Had I the heavens' embroidered cloths,

Enwrought with golden and silver light,

The blue and the dim and the dark cloths

Of night and light and the half-light,

I would spread the cloths under your feet:

But I, being poor, have only my dreams;

I have spread my dreams under your feet,

Tread softly because you tread on my dreams

Jacob 7:26 - 

… The time passed away with us, 

And also our lives passed away 

Like as it were unto us a dream …

Edgar Allan Poe - 

You are not wrong, who deem

That my days have been a dream;

Yet if hope has flown away

In a night, or in a day,

In a vision, or in none,

Is it therefore the less gone?

All that we see or seem

Is but a dream within a dream.

(A Dream Within A Dream)

D&C 88: 45 - 

The earth rolls upon her wings, 

And the sun giveth his light by day, 

And the moon giveth her light by night, 

And the stars also give their light, 

As they roll upon their wings in their glory, 

In the midst of the power of God.

D&C 88:68-69 - 

… That your minds become single to God, 

And the days will come that you shall see him; 

For he will unveil his face unto you, 

And it shall be in his own time, 

And in his own way, 

And according to his own will.

Remember the great and last promise 

Which I have made unto you; 

Cast away your idle thoughts  …

D&C 124:99 - 

And he shall be led in paths 

Where the poisonous serpent 

Cannot lay hold upon his heel, 

And he shall mount up 

In the imagination of his thoughts 

As upon eagles' wings.

3 Nephi 25:2 – 

But unto you that fear my name, 

Shall the Son of Righteousness arise 
With healing in his wings …

Of Hearts and Eyes

Moses 7:30 – 

And were it possible that man 

Could number the particles of the earth, 

Yea, millions of earths like this, 

It would not be a beginning 
To the number of thy creations; 
And thy curtains are stretched out still; 

And yet thou art there, 

And thy bosom is there …

Moses 7:36 – 

Wherefore, I can stretch forth mine hands 

And hold all the creations which I have made; 

And mine eye can pierce them also …

Moses 7:41 –

… Wherefore Enoch knew, 

And looked upon their wickedness, 

And their misery, 

And wept and stretched forth his arms, 

And his heart swelled wide as eternity; 

And his bowels yearned; 

And all eternity shook.

Joseph Smith - Thy mind, O man! if thou wilt lead a soul unto salvation, must stretch as high as the utmost heavens, and search into and contemplate the darkest abyss, and the broad expanse of eternity—thou must commune with God.  (History of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, v. 3, p. 295)
Of Light, Time and Space
John 1:1, Amplified Bible - 
In the beginning (before all time) 
Was the Word (Christ), 
And the Word was with God, 
And the Word was God Himself.

D&C 84:100 – [We will sing this new song, saying:]
The Lord hath redeemed his people;
And Satan is bound and time is no longer.

Neal A. Maxwell - Eventually, the veil that now encloses us will be no more. Neither will time. (D&C 84:100) Time is clearly not our natural dimension. Thus it is that we are never really at home in time. … Whereas the fish is at home in water, we are clearly not at home in time—because we belong to eternity. Time, as much as any one thing, whispers to us that we are strangers here.  (All These Things Shall Give Thee Experience, p. 11)

D&C 88:37 - 
And there are many kingdoms;
For there is no space in the which there is no kingdom; 
And there is no kingdom in which there is no space, 
Either a greater or a lesser kingdom. 

D&C 88:40-41 - 

For intelligence cleaveth unto intelligence; 

Wisdom receiveth wisdom; 

Truth embraceth truth; 

Virtue loveth virtue; 

Light cleaveth unto light; 

Mercy hath compassion on mercy and claimeth her own; justice continueth its course and claimeth its own; 

Judgment goeth before the face 

Of him who sitteth upon the throne 

And governeth and executeth all things.

He comprehendeth all things, 

And all things are before him, 

And all things are round about him; 

And he is above all things, 

And in all things, 

And is through all things, 

And is round about all things; 

And all things are by him, 

And of him, even god, 

Forever and ever.

D&C 88:67 - 
And if your eye be single to my glory, 
Your whole bodies shall be filled with light, 
And there shall be no darkness in you; 
And that body which is filled with light 
Comprehendeth all things. 

D&C 88:95 – 

And there shall be silence in heaven 

For the space of half an hour; 

And immediately after shall the curtain of heaven be unfolded, as a scroll is unfolded after it is rolled up, 

And the face of the lord shall be unveiled;

And the saints that are upon the earth, who are alive, 

Shall be quickened and be caught up to meet him.

Of Ourselves and Of God

1 Corinthians 13:12

King James Version - 

For now we see through a glass, darkly; 

But then face to face: 
Now I know in part; 
But then shall I know 
Even as also I am known.

New International Version –

Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; 
Then we shall see face to face. 
Now I know in part; 
Then I shall know fully, 
Even as I am fully known.

Amplified Bible – 

For now we are looking in a mirror 
That gives only a dim (blurred) reflection 

(of reality as in a riddle or enigma), 

But then (when perfection comes) we shall see in

reality and face to face! 

Now I know in part (imperfectly), 

But then I shall know and understand fully and clearly, Even in the same manner as I have been fully and clearly known and understood (by God).

Joseph Smith - While at dinner, I remarked to my family and friends present, that when the earth was sanctified and became like a sea of glass, it would be one great urim and thummim, and the Saints could look in it and see as they are seen. (History of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, v. 5, p. 279)

D&C 50:24 - 
That which is of God is light; 
And he that receiveth light, 
And continueth in God, 
Receiveth more light; 
And that light groweth brighter and brighter 
Until the perfect day.

Extra Material

Hugh B. Brown - Thoughts, if you have the proper mixture, will congeal into an idea. Ideas revolutionize the world—Think. … The man who wants his dreams to come true must wake up. (The Eternal Quest, p. 435)
Ask each class member to choose a favorite hymn that lifts his or her heart beyond this sordid present, recite one verse from it, and tell why he or she treasures it.

