Faith in Christ

Two great passages on building faith are –

· Alma 32

· Moroni 10:3-5

What is the message of each?

Buried Treasures in Alma 32

Potting Soil

Although Alma 32 is remembered primarily as a sermon on faith, the first 25 of its 43 verses are about another fundamental principal of the gospel.  What is it?

Humble – 1. not proud or haughty; not arrogant or assertive.  2. reflecting, expressing, or offered in a spirit of deference or submission … from Latin humilis low, humble, from humus earth; akin to Greek chthOn earth, chamai on the ground. (www.m-w.com)
Hugh Nibley - Humus is the earth, and humility means "down to the earth."  [In an ancient document] the Egyptians call it grinding your forehead in the dirt. You are lowering yourself as low as you can get in the dust.  (Teachings of the Book of Mormon, Semester 1, p. 441)
Why does everybody kneel [in 3rd Nephi 16-20]?  Because kneeling is a position of concentration.  It's not an ordinary position. … You lower yourself.  That's what humility is. Humilis means putting yourself on the earth; the humus, as you know, is the earth. Humilis is to be humble and to kneel on the earth.  You not only put yourself in that position, but you're more receptive. You're alert and waiting.  You've struck this special posture and you wait in that posture until you've finished what you're doing, what you're going to receive, or what you're going to concentrate on. (Teachings of the Book of Mormon, Semester 1, p. 350)
Teachers’ Note: There is a play on words in Alma 32 between the seed’s growth of faith to the humus (soil) of humility.  This works in English but we have not read of any such link in Hebrew.  However in the Book of Mormon humility is certainly related to being lowly in the dust (dirt) –

· And they did humble themselves even to the dust (Mosiah 21:13)
· Take upon you the name of Christ; that ye humble yourselves even to the dust (Alma 34:38)
· But do you let the justice of God, and his mercy, and his long-suffering have full sway in your heart; and let it bring you down to the dust in humility? (Alma 42:30)
· They are less than the dust of the earth.  For behold, the dust of the earth moveth hither and thither… (Helaman 12:7-8)
Faith and Intellect

Notice that faith and reasoning are joined together to bring us to Christ -

· An experiment (v. 27)
· Arouse your faculties (v. 27)
· Even if ye can no more than desire to believe, let this desire work in you, even until ye believe in a manner that ye can give place for a portion of my words. (v. 27)
· It beginneth to enlighten my understanding (v. 28).
· Grown up to a perfect knowledge (v. 29).
· Faith is not to have a perfect knowledge of things (v.21).  “Perfect” means complete or finished - Webster’s 1828 Dictionary.)
Dallin H. Oaks – (Quoting Elder Packer) “Each of us must accommodate the mixture of reason and revelation in our lives.  The gospel not only permits but requires it. An individual who concentrates on either side solely and alone will lose both balance and perspective … Elder Packer then pleaded for "the fusion of reason and revelation [which] will produce a man and a woman of imperishable worth."  (The Lord's Way, p. 51)

D&C 50:24 - That which is of God is light; and he that receiveth light, and continueth in God, receiveth more light; and that light groweth brighter and brighter until the perfect day.

Overlooked Gems Moroni 10:3-5

“If It Be Wisdom in God” (v. 3)
Teachers’ Note: This strange wording “wisdom in God” apparently means “God’s wisdom”.  The phrase occurs 5 times in scripture, all of which are in the Book of Mormon. (1 Nephi 3:19, Alma 37:8, Ether 5:1, Ether 8:23 and Moroni 10:3)  Interestingly every passage is about scriptural records.

Millet & McConkie - One wonders when there would ever be a time when it would not be wisdom in God for an individual to read the Book of Mormon.  Could there be such a time?  In one sense, this phrase may refer to one's readiness to receive the gospel, his or her time to be taught the truth about the Restoration.  From another point of view, it may simply refer to "when in the providences of God you should have occasion to read these things."  (Joseph Fielding McConkie and Robert L. Millet, Doctrinal Commentary on the Book of Mormon, 4: 364.)

S. Brent Farley - The book could be read and laid aside as any other piece of literature.  But if the reader sought wisdom about God and his kingdom, he would be taking a step upward in his relationship with the divine. It would be the wisdom of God ingested to one's spirit from the printed page. (Studies in Scripture, Vol. 8: Alma 30 to Moroni, p. 305)
“Remember How Merciful the Lord Hath Been” (v. 3)
Daniel H. Ludlow - To understand the promise found in Moroni 10:4, a person should read and ponder the verses immediately before and after.  In the first edition of the Book of Mormon (1830), Moroni chapter 10 was all written as one paragraph … Too frequently [verse 3] is not quoted in connection with verse four and, when quoted, is often misinterpreted. However, it is a key verse to understanding the full promise of Moroni 10:1–5. When analyzed thoroughly, this verse indicates that the honest seeker after truth must do two things:

1. Read the Book of Mormon.  The words these things in verse three refer back to the words these records in verse two—the records from which our present Book of Mormon was translated.

2. “Ponder” the dealings of God with men as recorded in the Book of Mormon, and then compare them with the dealings of God with men as recorded in the Bible.  Although the word Bible is not found in this verse, Moroni indicates that the person should “remember how merciful the Lord hath been unto the children of men, from the creation of Adam even down until the time that ye shall receive these things.”  The Bible provides a story of the Creation and the history of events from that time forward.  However, the account of the Creation and subsequent happenings are not contained in the Book of Mormon.

(From the Ensign, March 1986, p. 49. The article is “I Have A Question: A friend of mine says he has prayed about the Book of Mormon but has not received a testimony of its truthfulness. Shouldn’t Moroni’s promise always work?” This is a great article.)

W. Jeffrey Marsh - … In the opening chapter of the Book of Mormon, Nephi declared why he was writing this record: “Behold, I … will show unto you that the tender mercies of the Lord are over all those whom he hath chosen, because of their faith, to make them mighty even unto the power of deliverance” (1 Ne. 1:20).   

In the closing chapter, written more than 1,000 years later, Moroni pleads with us: “Behold, I would exhort you that when ye shall read these things [the Book of Mormon] … that ye would remember … (“Remember How Merciful the Lord Hath Been,” Ensign, April 2000, p. 18)

David A. Bednar - Since last October I have reflected repeatedly upon the phrase “the tender mercies of the Lord.” Through personal study, observation, pondering, and prayer, I believe I have come to better understand that the Lord’s tender mercies are the very personal and individualized blessings, strength, protection, assurances, guidance, loving-kindnesses, consolation, support, and spiritual gifts which we receive from and because of and through the Lord Jesus Christ.  Truly, the Lord suits “his mercies according to the conditions of the children of men” (D&C 46:15). (Ensign, May 2005, p. 99)
What is the purpose of keeping a personal journal?

The Tender Mercies of the Atonement

Neal A. Maxwell - In multiple scriptural references, Jesus is described as having trod the winepress alone.  In fact, the very symbolism of the red-colored garment that Jesus will apparently wear in one of His appearances at the time of His majestic second coming will be a reminder of how, drenched in blood, He once trod the winepress alone. (Genesis 49:11; Isaiah 63:3; Revelation 19:13; D&C 76:107)  The aloneness spoken of does not imply abandonment, but instead, that tutorial mercy in which a merciful Father desired His Son's triumph to be complete. No mortal was excluded from the tender mercies of the Atonement because of the completeness of Christ—which completeness reflected His meekness.  If we would be with Them, whether on mountaintop or forever, we should ponder anew these sobering words: "For none is acceptable before God, save the meek and lowly in heart." (Moroni 7:44)  (Meek and Lowly, p. 119)

“When Ye Shall Receive These Things” (v.4)

Daniel H. Ludlow - Note that the word read is not even included in this verse; rather, the verb is receive.  In other words, after the person has (1) read the Book of Mormon and (2) pondered the dealings of God with the peoples of the Book of Mormon and the Bible, he must then put himself in a frame of mind where he would be willing to “receive” or “accept” all these things.  Then he must ask “with a sincere heart, with real intent, having faith in Christ.”  Sincere pondering of the scriptures helps put a person in an appropriate frame of mind to ask for—and receive—divine guidance.

The things we should be in a position to receive (accept) may refer not only to the Book of Mormon, but also to everything mentioned in verses two and three. Similarly, the word ‘it’ near the end of verse four (“he will manifest the truth of it unto you”) may refer to the process of God’s dealing with men, along with referring to the Book of Mormon itself. In either case, if a person receives “the truth of it,” he will believe in (accept) the Book of Mormon.  (Ensign, March 1986, p. 49)

Hope

Hebrews 11:1 - Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.

Alma 32:21 - Faith is not to have a perfect knowledge of things; therefore if ye have faith ye hope for things which are not seen, which are true.

Paul R. Cheesman - You will note that hope is closely allied with faith in both of these definitions. Alma continues with his explanation: "… even if ye can no more than desire to believe, let this desire work in you, even until ye believe in a manner that ye can give place for a portion of my words" (Alma 32:27).

Note the key words: hope, desire, believe.  If you want to recognize and receive "proofs" of the Book of Mormon, you begin with the hope that the Book of Mormon is true.  Then you desire to find out whether or not it is true.  Then you start acting upon that desire until you come to believe.  Then, and not until then, can you come to know.  (The Book of Mormon: The Keystone Scripture, p. 13)
Other Principles Closely Related to Faith

Action - Faith in Jesus Christ is the first principle of the gospel and is more than belief, since true faith always moves its possessor to some kind of physical and mental action.  (Bible Dictionary, “Faith”)
An Opposite Of Despair - A lack of faith leads one to despair, which comes because of iniquity.  (Bible Dictionary, “Faith”)  To despair is to turn your back on God. (Marilla Cuthbert in the film version of “Anne of Green Gables”.)
Summary
Gordon B. Hinckley - When I discuss faith, I do not mean it in an abstract sense. I mean it as a living, vital force with recognition of God as our Father and Jesus Christ as our Savior. When we accept this basic premise, there will come an acceptance of their teachings and an obedience which will bring peace and joy in this life and exaltation in the life to come. (Ensign, August 1988, p. 5)
I repeat what I have said before—when all is said and done, the only real wealth of the Church is in the faith of its people. (Ensign, May 1991, p. 54)

(Lesson by Zan and Misty Larsen, http://lessons.elarsen.net)

Additional Material

Dallin H. Oaks - In a recent talk at Brigham Young University, Elder Boyd K. Packer gave this perceptive characterization of reason and revelation in a university environment:

"There are two opposing convictions in the university environment. On the one hand, 'seeing is believing'; on the other, 'believing is seeing.' Both are true! Each in its place. The combining of the two individually or institutionally is the challenge of life. . . .

"Each of us must accommodate the mixture of reason and revelation in our lives. The gospel not only permits but requires it. An individual who concentrates on either side solely and alone will lose both balance and perspective. History confirms that the university environment always favors reason, with the workings of the Spirit made to feel uncomfortable. I know of no examples to the contrary."

Elder Packer then pleaded for "the fusion of reason and revelation [which] will produce a man and a woman of imperishable worth."  (The Lord's Way, p. 51)
McConkie and Millet - “If it be wisdom in God that ye should read them” - One wonders when there would ever be a time when it would not be wisdom in God for an individual to read the Book of Mormon. Could there be such a time? In one sense, this phrase may refer to one's readiness to receive the gospel, his or her time to be taught the truth about the Restoration. From another point of view, it may simply refer to "when in the providences of God you should have occasion to read these things."  (Joseph Fielding McConkie and Robert L. Millet, Doctrinal Commentary on the Book of Mormon, v. 4, p. 364)
Paul R. Cheesman - Heavenly Father is willing to provide us with additional types of "witnesses" or "proofs" or "signs" that the claims of the Book of Mormon are true.  But, as indicated in both ancient and modern scripture, these "proofs" come after the exercise of faith, which again is the result of spiritual power.  As Moroni stated, "I … would show unto the world that faith is things which are hoped for and not seen; wherefore, dispute not because ye see not, for ye receive no witness until after the trial of your faith" ("Ether 12:6Ether 12:6).

Perhaps the two best-known definitions of faith in the scriptures come from Paul in the New Testament and Alma in the Book of Mormon: "Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen" ("Heb. 11:1Hebrews 11:1), and "Faith is not to have a perfect knowledge of things; therefore if ye have faith ye hope for things which are not seen, which are true" ("Alma 32:21Alma 32:21).

You will note that hope is closely allied with faith in both of these definitions. Alma continues with his explanation: "If ye will awake and arouse your faculties, even to an experiment upon my words, and exercise a particle of faith, yea, even if ye can no more than desire to believe, let this desire work in you, even until ye believe in a manner that ye can give place for a portion of my words" ("Alma 32:27Alma 32:27).

Note the key words: hope, desire, believe.  If you want to recognize and receive "proofs" of the Book of Mormon, you begin with the hope that the Book of Mormon is true. Then you desire to find out whether or not it is true. Then you start acting upon that desire until you come to believe. Then, and not until then, can you come to know.  (The Book of Mormon: The Keystone Scripture, p. 13)
Dallin H. Oaks - Seeking learning by study, we use the method of reason. Seeking learning by faith, we must rely on revelation ... Reason is a thinking process using facts and logic that can be communicated to another person and tested by objective (that is, measurable) criteria.  Revelation is communication from God to man.  It cannot be defined and tested like reason.  Reason involves thinking and demonstrating. Revelation involves hearing or seeing or understanding or feeling.  Reason is potentially public.  Revelation is invariably personal. (The Lord's Way, p. 16-17)
Phillip F. Low - Many people have the impression that scientific findings are indisputable because they can be repeated again and again and are obtained with the five senses or with instruments that extend those senses … In addition, regardless of how many experiments support a given concept, there is always the possibility that the next experiment will disprove it or require that it be modified.  Even Newton's laws had to be modified with the advent of the theory of relativity.  Thus a scientist must be content with gathering evidence in favor of an idea.  As evidence accumulates, the idea may achieve the status of a theory and, eventually, of a law.  Even so, the idea can never be proved unequivocally.
In addition to any uncertainty about the reliability of experimental results, there is uncertainty about their interpretation.  Experimental results are seldom so definitive that only one interpretation is possible.  Depending on their previous experience and prejudices, different scientists will have different interpretations. Thus, opposing schools of thought develop, and reconciliation of these schools of thought occurs very slowly.  I am inclined to agree with the famous German physicist Max Planck, who said, "A new scientific truth does not triumph by convincing its opponents and making them see the light, but rather because its opponents eventually die, and a new generation grows up that is familiar with it."  (From his chapter in Of Heaven and Earth: Reconciling Scientific Thought with LDS Theology, p.8-9)
Zan’s Note:  There are many more things about working with computers that I have had to “accept on faith” than I have ever encountered in the gospel.  The latter ones are actually few.  Most of the time the Lord explains his concepts to us and does so with sensible persuasion.  Compare that to working with Microsoft Windows … arg!
Daniel H. Ludlow - Although Moroni [in Moroni 10:1] is addressing himself specifically to "the Lamanites," these words, as well as all of the words in the Book of Mormon, apply also to the Jews and the Gentiles (see title page).  (Selected Writings of Daniel H. Ludlow: Gospel Scholars Series, p.196)
Zan’s Note:  I downloaded a talk from the Maxwell Institute by Noel B. Reynolds.  In it he used the term “merism” and briefly defined it.  See http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Merismus (just the first 3 short paragraphs).  He referred to the claim by fundamentalist Christians that all a person needs to be saved is to believe in Christ, and explained that those passages in the New Testament are merisms that actually encompass and imply much more that is required.  See Merism.doc.
