The Flood of Noah 

Genesis 6-9, Moses 8

Questions

1. How many animals of each kind did Noah take? (Genesis 7:2)
2. How did freshwater fish survive?

3. What about insects?  Unicorns?
4. Was the whole earth submerged?  (Genesis 7:18-20)
5. Where did all the water come from?  (Genesis 7:11-12)
6. Where did the ark leave from and where did it finally come to rest?

7. Was the whole earth populated at the time?
8. Did the 8 people on the ark leave behind any other family members?  (Moses 8:15)
9. Was Ham not exactly valiant?

10. Was the land broken into continents in the days of Peleg?  (Genesis 10:25)
11. How could there be no rainbows before the flood?  (Genesis 9:13–15)
12. The rainbow is a token of what covenant?  With whom did the Lord covenant?

13. How could Noah, a prophet, get drunk?  (Genesis 9:20-21)
14. How did the priesthood get withheld from the Egyptians?

15. How was Joan of Ark related to Noah?
16. How did the people in the ark get light?
17. Did Cain survive the flood?

18. Was Ham’s wife a descendent of Cain, who slew Abel?



Why the Flood

John Taylor - God destroyed the wicked of that generation with a flood. Why did He destroy them? He destroyed them for their benefit, if you can comprehend it, but I very much question whether all of you can or not. Let me explain a little … Let me ask all intelligent people, would they not be apt to turn to their Heavenly Father and say: "Father, look down upon those corrupt inhabitants. Do you see them?" "Yes, I see them and I know them." "Is it just that we, thy children, should be doomed to inhabit those filthy, corrupt bodies, and thus be subjected to Thy wrath and indignation, and it may be thousands of years before we can come back again into thy presence?" "No, it is not just," and on this principle the Father destroyed them with a flood, and recommenced peopling the earth with the seed of a righteous man.  (Journal of Discourses, v. 24, p. 291-292)
Hugh Nibley - Mercy is the keynote, not vengeance. God has not hastened to unleash the forces of nature but holds them back like a dam as long as possible. When the angels, in another Hebrew Enoch fragment, beg God to get on with the work and wipe out the unworthy human race, he replies, "I have made and I remove; I am long-suffering and I rescue." After Enoch saw the angels of punishment who are prepared to come and let loose all the powers of the waters (this would be the Flood, to bring judgment and destruction on all who dwell on the earth), "the Lord of spirits gave commandment to the angels who were to go forth that they should not cause the waters to rise, but should hold them in check, for those angels were over the powers of the waters." On the contrary, the Flood was caused specifically by the cruelty of men, as we are told in Moses 7:34. God held back as long as he could while the angels were urging him to unleash the destruction. (The same thing is happening today. The angels protest, "Why do you let this go on so long?"). 

Thus this violence of the deluge, the completest of world catastrophes, is shown in the book of Enoch to be the only solution to problems raised by the uniquely horrendous types of wickedness that were infesting the whole world with an order that was becoming fixed and immovable. There's no other cure for it. The Enoch literature elaborates particularly on the theme of Genesis: "The earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with violence. And God looked upon the earth, and, behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted his way upon the earth." (Genesis 6:11-12)  (Enoch the Prophet, p. 7-8)

Hugh Nibley - Must not God put an end to men when their evil deeds threaten far greater destruction than their own demise would be?  The Pistis Sophia (transcribed, as it tells us in the introduction, from an earlier book of Enoch) asks, "Why did God throw the universe out of gear?" and answers, "For a wise purpose, for those who are destroyed would have destroyed everything.”  As it is, God had to hold back the destroyers until the last moment.  The great danger to all existence was that the perverters knew too much.  "Their ruin is accomplished because they have learned all the secrets of the angels and all the violence of Satan"; the threat is from them who have received the ordinances but have removed themselves from the law of the gospel.  (Enoch the Prophet, p. 10-11)
Noah and His Family

Mark E. Peterson - No mention is made of the marriage of Noah. He was 450 years old when Japheth was born. Whether there were any other children during those centuries is not mentioned, although it seems most improbable that there were not.

Forty-two years after Japheth, Shem was born of Japheth's mother. When Noah was 500 years old, Ham was born. "And Noah and his sons hearkened unto the Lord, and gave heed, and they were called the sons of God." (Moses 8:13-15) 

The daughters of Noah's sons, however, were wicked and "sold themselves" to the apostates, the scriptures say.

It should be noted here that Ham, who often is spoken of as an errant one, was fully faithful, and as other references show, he walked with God, as did Noah and the other sons. When Noah and these three sons, and the wives of all four, entered the ark, nothing is said about any children going in with them. Evidently none of their posterity was worthy of being saved from the flood. (Noah and the Flood, p. 23)

But Noah "was a just man and perfect in his generation." He had been ordained by the Lord "after his own order," the priesthood after the order of the Son of God (see D&C 84:17-23; D&C 107:64), and he "walked with God, as did also his three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth." (Moses 8:20-27)  This is significant. Noah's sons walked with God as did their father. No wonder they were called "the sons of God," being so righteous!  (Noah and the Flood, p. 25-26, emphasis added.)
Mission and Missionaries
Mark E. Peterson - There was great contrast between the labors of Enoch and Noah and the results they obtained.  Enoch was given tremendous power to do miracles.  He could even move mountains.  A land arose out of the sea in his day.  He rebuked giants, fought off enemies, and converted an entire city to such a point of perfection that it was taken into heaven.  Not so with Noah; his mission was different.  He would continue with the divine warnings, but he had been chosen especially to survive the flood and begin the human race anew.  In his day no longer was it necessary for great miracles to be performed to persuade the people.  Matters had gone beyond that point.  No record is made of any miracles performed by Noah or his sons.  They merely preached to maintain the Lord's warning and to give to any who would receive it the opportunity to repent.  But primarily they were assigned to build the ark and make ready for the cleansing of the earth.  Then they must repopulate the world after the flood receded.   (Noah and the Flood, p. 24)

Joseph Fielding Smith - Let me call your attention to the fact that Noah was not alone in bearing witness… Witnesses, Law ofa-Smith, Joseph FieldingTPNow Methuselah, grandfather of Noah, was a righteous man and a prophet.  He knew by the spirit of revelation that the flood would come in the days of Noah.  Moreover, he lived until the year of the flood when he died.  Do you not think that this righteous man was also declaring repentance to the perverse world, and warning them of the flood which was to come?  Again, Lamech, father of Noah, was also a righteous man and he lived until five years before the flood.  It is reasonable to suppose that he, too, was preaching to the people, as well as his father and his son.  (Doctrines of Salvation, v. 1, p. 204.  Teachers’ note:  Moses 8:10 states that Lamech, Noah’s father, had other sons and daughters after Noah was born.  Noah lost siblings in the flood as well as granddaughters - unless all his siblings were either translated or died prior to the flood.  If Noah had other children the same also applies to them.)
Ancient Seafaring

John A. Tvedtnes - Noah's sending of birds (see Genesis 8:6-12) to determine if there was land nearby (found in other ancient flood stories) was a common practice of ancient mariners, who regularly carried such birds on board to help them locate the direction of the nearest landmass.

… [A Jewish writer] cites some of the early Jewish texts that speak of Noah's hanging glowing pearls or stones inside the ark to provide light. Though he deals with this non-biblical aspect of the Noah story, [the author’s] main point is that the description of the ark was probably patterned after later ships known to the author of Genesis.

…Earth was carried aboard ship to provide soil for quick-growing vegetables and to provide a means to fulfill the requirement of Jewish law that the blood of sacrificed animals (in this case also brought on board) be covered with earth.  (“Jewish Seafaring and the Book of Mormon”,  FARMS Review of Books, 1998, v. 10, #2, p. 147–155)
Caring for the Animals

Hugh Nibley - There is a tradition [ancient legend] that Melchizedek, instructing Abraham in the things of the priesthood, explained to him that Noah earned his blessings by his charity to the animals, recalling how in the ark, "We did not sleep because all night we were setting food before this one and before that one."  (Brother Brigham Challenges the Saints, p. 10)
Into the Spirit World

JST 1 Peter 3:19-20 - For which cause also, he went and preached unto the spirits in prison; Some of whom were disobedient in the days of Noah, while the long-suffering of God waited, while the ark was preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls were saved by water.

Moses 7:38-39 - But behold, these which thine eyes are upon shall perish in the floods; and behold, I will shut them up; a prison have I prepared for them.  And That which I have chosen hath pled before my face. Wherefore, he suffereth for their sins; inasmuch as they will repent in the day that my Chosen shall return unto me, and until that day they shall be in torment.

Joseph Fielding Smith - From this we learn that the Lord has prepared a prison for the souls of all those who rejected the testimony of the [pre-flood] prophets, where they were to remain in torment until the time when Jesus should atone for their sins and return to the Father. (Doctrines of Salvation, v. 2, p. 157)
Neal A. Maxwell - Did not this good and true Shepherd forego repose after the glorious but awful Atonement in order to establish His work among the lost sheep, disobedient in the days of Noah?  (Ensign, Nov. 1981, p. 8)

Eldred G. Smith - [Referring to 1 Peter 3:18-20] This is a great principle of the gospel. This gives all mankind an opportunity to hear and receive the gospel, and to make further progress after death. (Ensign, May 1974, p. 96) 
Kent P. Jackson - Here then we have an account of our Savior preaching to the spirits in prison, to spirits that had been imprisoned from the days of Noah. And what did he preach to them? That they were to stay there? Certainly not. Let his own declaration testify: "He hath sent me to heal the broken-hearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised" (Luke 4:18). Isaiah has it, "to bring out the prisoners from the prison, and them that sit in darkness from the prison house" (Isaiah 42:7). It is very evident from this that he not only went to preach to them but to deliver, or bring them out of the prison house …Those who were disobedient in the days of Noah were visited by our Savior, who possessed the everlasting Melchizedek Priesthood, and had the gospel preached to them by him in prison. And in order that they might fulfill all the requisitions of God, their living friends were baptized for their dead friends and thus fulfilled the requirements of God.  (Joseph Smith's Commentary on the Bible, p. 202)
Answers to Questions
#1 (& 8)
See the scripture reference next to the question.

#2 – Freshwater Fish
They carried little canteens. (  (According to one of our students, freshwater fish can live in saltwater for awhile.  Another student informed us that salinity can vary in layers.)

#3 – Insects and Unicorns
David Quantick (British author) - The only reason Noah took two wasps onto the Ark was they probably stung the unicorns to death and nicked [stole] their tickets.  Wasps are [scoundrels] and they know it.  All they do all day is chew paper to make nests, hang around sticky drinks, and sting people for fun.  And why is it that, on the one day of the year when the weather is remotely bearable, the sun comes out and with it come the wasps?  Why don't the little gits ever go skiing or something?  Then at least they might break their stupid wasp waists and we could all have a good laugh.  But no, [if it’s a] hot day, [there are] wasps.  [Be] off, wasps, and take flies with you.  As humans, we prefer the company of daddy-long-legses. (Grumpy Old Men, p. 26-27)
#4 – Earth Submerged

Genesis 7:18-20 - And the waters prevailed, and were increased greatly upon the earth; and the ark went upon the face of the waters.  And the waters prevailed exceedingly upon the earth; and all the high hills, that were under the whole heaven, were covered.  Fifteen cubits upward did the waters prevail; and the mountains were covered.
Genesis 7:18-20, New International Version  - The waters rose and increased greatly on the earth, and the ark floated on the surface of the water. They rose greatly on the earth, and all the high mountains under the entire heavens were covered. The waters rose and covered the mountains to a depth of more than twenty feet.  

(Teachers’ note: Other than what appears in Genesis 7 itself, we could find nothing other than individual writers’ opinions, and none of them do any more than restate the passage.  On this issue writers sometimes back up their opinion by implying that a person who questions otherwise lacks faith.  However, no matter how eloquently or adamantly stated, an opinion is no fit substitute for the clearly revealed word of the Lord.

In verse 20 it seems odd that a specific distance is given - 15 cubits or 20 feet.  Is that the height above the highest mountain on earth at the time or the height above some local mountain range?  Mountains obviously vary greatly in height; so that distance would vary by the particular mountain – by many thousands of feet in fact, not just twenty.  This especially gives the impression that there is much more to the story and that what we have is fragmentary.)

Hugh Nibley - From where [Noah] was, "the whole earth" (Genesis 8:9) was covered with water as far as he could see; after things had quieted down for 150 days and the ark ground to a halt, it was still three months before he could see any mountaintops.  But what were conditions in other parts of the world?  If Noah knew that, he would not have sent forth messenger birds to explore.  The flood as he described it is what he saw of it.  "He sent forth a dove from him, to see if the waters were abated from off the face of the ground.” (Genesis 8:8)  Couldn't he see for himself?  Not where the dove went.  It was not until seven days later that he sent it out again; and after flying all day, the bird came back with a green leaf fetched from afar; "so Noah knew that the waters were abated from off the earth.” (Genesis 8:11)  Still he waited another seven days.  When the dove did not return, Noah had his answer.  In some distant place, trees were bearing and there was bird-food to be found.  But not where Noah was.  All that time he had not dared to open up.  (Old Testament and Related Studies, p.65)
#5 – Sources of the Waters

Genesis 7:11-12, New International Version - In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, on the seventeenth day of the second month—on that day all the springs of the great deep burst forth, and the floodgates of the heavens were opened. And rain fell on the earth forty days and forty nights.  

#6 – The Ark’s Starting and Ending Location
Institute Manual - It should be remembered that the Garden of Eden was in the land now known as North America.  Although it is not known how far men had moved from that general location in the sixteen hundred years between the fall of Adam and the Flood, it is likely that Noah and his family lived somewhere in the general area.  The Bible says that they landed on Mount Ararat when the ark finally came to rest.  No location for Mount Ararat is given in the scriptures.  The traditional site is a mountain found in northeastern Turkey near the border of Russia.  (Institute manual for the Old Testament, Genesis – 2nd Samuel, section 4-17)

#7 – Earth Populated

Mark E. Peterson - No mention is made that human beings lived in all parts of the earth.  Seemingly they lived in communities in one general area, as in the days of Enoch.  (Noah and the Flood, p. 48) 

#9 – Ham’s Righteousness

David H. Yarn - In the ninth chapter of Genesis there is a strange story which reports that Noah began to be a husbandman and that he planted a vineyard, became drunken with wine, and that Ham saw Noah's nakedness, and that his nakedness was covered by his other sons. As a consequence when Noah awoke from his wine he pronounced a severe curse upon Ham and blessings upon Shem and Japheth. I personally believe there is much to this story which has not been preserved for us; however, what I wish to discuss at the moment is what Noah said to his sons when he awoke. The scripture reads:

And he said, Cursed be Canaan; a servant of servants shall he be unto his brethren (Gen. 9:25)
… It is very interesting that although it was Ham who saw Noah's nakedness Noah did not say "Cursed be Ham," but he said, "Cursed be Canaan; a servant of servants shall he be unto his brethren." Canaan, of course, was Ham's son. As observed above, Ham was acknowledged as a son of God, and he was identified as one who walked with God, as did his father and his brothers. (Moses 8:27) … Therefore, as pronounced by Noah, although it was Ham who reputedly saw Noah's nakedness, it was Canaan who was cursed.  (The Gospel: God, Man, and Truth, p. 126.  See also the quote by Elder Peterson on page 1 of the handout.)

#10 – Peleg

View #1: Joseph Fielding Smith - There are some people who believe that this simply means that the land surface was divided among the various tribes, but this is not the meaning; it was an actual dividing of the surface of the earth, and it was broken up as we find it now." (Doctrines of Salvation, v. 3, p. 74-75)

View #2:  George Reynolds and Janne M. Sjodahl - … Peleg (which means ‘division’) was so named, “for in his days was the earth divided,” which evidently refers to the allotment of the habitable portions of the earth to various families, tongues and nations after the flood, under patriarchal inspiration.   (See  Genesis 10:32; 11:8.)  Concerning this division of the land we are also informed  (Deuteronomy 32:8)  … “When the Most High divided to the nations their inheritance, when he separated the sons of Adam, he set the bounds of the people according to the number of the children of Israel.” (Commentary on the Book of Mormon, v. 2, p. 319.  Elder Reynolds was secretary to the President of the Church and served as President of the Quorum of the Seventy.  Brother Sjodahl was editor of the Church’s Improvement Era magazine.)
John A. Tvedtnes - Earth in [the King James Version of the Bible] is not the planet.  The Hebrew word ‘erets is most often rendered “land” (e.g., Genesis 47:27).  Thus, when Balak complained of Israel that “there is a people come out from Egypt: behold, they cover the face of the earth” (Numbers 22:5), he could not have meant that they covered the entire planet. (Defining the Word, p. 52)
Examples in the Book of Mormon where the “earth” probably does not refer to the whole planet –

1 Nephi 8:26 - And I also cast my eyes round about, and beheld, on the other side of the river of water, a great and spacious building; and it stood as it were in the air, high above the earth.

1 Nephi 10:13 - Wherefore, he said it must needs be that we should be led with one accord into the land of promise, unto the fulfilling of the word of the Lord, that we should be scattered upon all the face of the earth.  [Probably doesn’t include the oceans, which comprise more than 70% of the earth’s surface.  Nor does it likely include Antarctica in this case (hopefully), which is larger than Europe or Australia.]
1 Nephi 12:4 - … And I saw the earth and the rocks, that they rent; and I saw mountains tumbling into pieces; and I saw the plains of the earth, that they were broken up; and I saw many cities that they were sunk; and I saw many that they were burned with fire; and I saw many that did tumble to the earth, because of the quaking thereof.

1 Ne 12:13-14 - And it came to pass that I saw the multitudes of the earth gathered together.  And the angel said unto me: Behold thy seed, and also the seed of thy brethren.  [The “earth” here is likely the Book of Mormon lands in the Americas.]
(Teachers’ Note:  Another point is that the division occurred at the time of Peleg, which some confuse with the time of the flood.  In other words, some people have taught that the continents divided at the time of the flood – forgetting that Peleg lived a few generations later.)
#11 – Rainbows

Hugh Nibley - Why do Christians insist on calling it the first rainbow, just because it is the first mentioned? Who says that water drops did not refract light until that day? Well, my old Sunday School teacher, for one, used to say it. The rainbow, like the sunrise, is strictly the product of a point of view, for which the beholder must stand in a particular place while it is raining in another particular place and the sun is in a third particular place, if he is to see it at all.  (Old Testament and Related Studies, p. 66)

Similar to rainbows is the question of rain itself - 

Robert J. Matthews - Many have noted that the Bible does not mention rain until the flood at Noah's time and so have wondered if perchance there was no rain that fell upon the earth until the Flood. The verse in which Enoch compares the heavens weeping to the falling rain strongly suggests that Enoch was well acquainted with rain long before Noah.  (From his chapter in A Witness of Jesus Christ: The 1989 Sperry Symposium on the Old Testament, p. 147)
#12 – The Rainbow and the Covenant

JST, Gen. 9:21-22 - And the bow shall be in the cloud; and I will look upon it, that I may remember the everlasting covenant, which I made unto thy father Enoch; that, when men should keep all my commandments, Zion should again come on the earth, the city of Enoch which I have caught up unto myself.  And this is mine everlasting covenant, that when thy posterity shall embrace the truth, and look upward, then shall Zion look downward.
Val D. Greenwood - It has widely been understood that the rainbow was set in the heavens as a token from God that he would never again send a flood to destroy the inhabitants of the earth.  However the Joseph Smith Translation (see JST Genesis 9:21-22) makes it clear that the rainbow was a token of the covenant Jehovah made with Enoch relevant to the return of the City of Zion.  Though Jehovah did indeed promise that he would never again destroy the earth’s inhabitants with water, the rainbow was not a token of that promise.  (How Often Would I Have Gathered You, p. 10)
Parry and McConkie - The significance of the rainbow was explained to Noah. [See JST, Gen. 9:21-22.]  The Prophet Joseph Smith has added this application: "I have asked of the Lord concerning His coming; and while asking the Lord, He gave a sign and said, 'In the days of Noah I set a bow in the heavens as a sign and token that in any year that the bow should be seen the Lord would not come; but there should be seed time and harvest during that year: but whenever you see the bow withdrawn, it shall be a token that there shall be famine, pestilence, and great distress among the nations, and that the coming of the Messiah is not far distant.' "(Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p. 340-41; see also p. 305.)  (Joseph Fielding McConkie and Donald W. Parry, A Guide to Scriptural Symbols, p. 92)

#13 – How Noah Could Get Drunk
Answer: He drank too much wine.  Actually, it was likely much more about mourning and redemption than we’re aware of in our culture.

Allen J. Christenson - Certainly the incident [of Noah getting drunk (Genesis 9:20-21)] as described in the extant version of the Old Testament does not seem to be in keeping with Noah's noble character … Why would a prophet of Noah's stature plant the grapevine and prepare wine after the destruction of the Flood?  It is because wine represented a symbol of redemption, a token of reconciliation with God. According to ancient Jewish tradition, the wine produced by Noah was first used to consecrate a burnt offering to the Lord so that he "might thereby seek atonement for himself and for his sons."  By divine commandment, wine was also offered by Aaron and his sons as atonement for the sins of the Israelites.  Under the law of Moses this ritual continued to be carried out periodically. (Ex. 29:40; Lev. 23:13; Num. 15:5, 7, 10; 28:7, 14)
The symbolic effect of wine is to restore goodwill between God and man. In ancient prophecy, the Lord often promised the bestowal of wine as a token of reconciliation and forgiveness.  

… In the days of Noah, the corruption of mankind had in effect broken the covenant with God and all flesh was therefore under condemnation. After the earth was violently cleansed by water, the covenant was renewed through Noah with the bow given as a sign of God's favor. (Gen. 9:11-17)  Noah planted the grapevine as a token of his reconciliation with God, to symbolize that the corruption of the earth had been forgotten and that the time for mourning was ended. That this wine was drunk in excess may reflect the terrible sadness the aged prophet felt for those who had been destroyed.  

Because of the universal nature of the Great Flood it is no surprise that a number of ancient cultures recorded their recollections of the event, however distorted. Flood epics throughout the ancient world include references to wine as a symbol of reconciliation with heaven following the flood.  (From his chapter in A Witness of Jesus Christ: The 1989 Sperry Symposium on the Old Testament, p. 39-41)
#14 – The Egyptians and the Priesthood
Answers to this are unclear and complicated.  To begin with, consider the answer to #9.  Then read this quote about the issue of the matriarchal line.

Hugh Nibley - Why was Pharaoh, "a righteous man, ... blessed ... with the blessings of wisdom" (Abr. 1:26), denied that priesthood which he "would fain claim from Noah, through Ham" (1:27)? Certainly not because of Ham, "a just man [who] walked with God" (Moses 8:27), but rather because he claimed it through the wrong line, "that lineage by which he could not have the right of Priesthood" (Abr. 1:27). What was wrong with it? Simply this: it was not the patriarchal but the matriarchal line he was following. Even while "seeking earnestly to imitate that order established by the fathers in the first generations…, in the days of the first patriarchal reign" (1:26), he nonetheless traced his descent and his throne to "a woman, who was the daughter of Ham, the daughter of Egyptus" (1:23); this woman "discovered the land" and "settled her sons in it" (1:24). Her eldest son became the first Pharaoh, ruling "after the manner" of the patriarchal order (1:25), which the King sought earnestly to "imitate." Thus the government of Egypt was carried on under the fiction of being patriarchal while the actual line was matriarchal, the Queen being "the Wife of the God and bearer of the royal lineage." But however noble it may be, a matriarchal line cannot claim patriarchal authority, even though all the parties concerned are sympathetically portrayed.  (Abraham in Egypt, p. 133)
 (Teachers note: The scriptures are not clear on this issue and other ancient documents are a little bewildering.  A possible theory is that Egyptus was a descendant of Ham, not a direct daughter, i.e. such as the phrase “sons of Adam”.  Or perhaps Ham’s son Canaan was not righteous, and because the priesthood was patriarchal (passed father-to-son), the Egyptians tried to claim its authority via their righteous mothers back to Ham.)

#15 – Joan of Arc
Teacher’s note:  It’s actually Joan of “Arc”, not “Ark”.  She is a national heroine of France.  She was born in 1412 and died a martyr at the age of 19.  The Catholic church canonized her as a saint in 1920.  She had nothing to do with Noah or the ark.  Her relation to Noah?  Descendant, just like all of us.

#16 – Light in the Ark
Hugh Nibley - An important clue is the statement in Ether 6:7 that Jared's boats were built on the same pattern as Noah's ark. . . . [But] the Bible is not the only ancient record that tells about the ark. . . . There are various versions of the Flood story floating about, all of which tell some of the story. (Approach to the Book of Mormon, p. 342-343.  See also 348-358)
Hugh Nibley -  The oldest accounts of the ark of Noah, the Sumerian ones, describe it as a 'magur boat,' peaked at the ends, completely covered but for a door, without sails, and completely covered by the waters from time to time, as men and animals rode safe within.  

… The remarkable thing about Jared's boats was their illumination. . . . The Rabbis tell of a mysterious Zohar that illuminated the ark, but for further instruction we must go to much older sources: the Pyrophilus is traced back to the Jalakanta stone of India, which shines in the dark and enables its owner to pass unharmed beneath the waters; this in turn has been traced back through classical and Oriental sources to the Gilgamesh Epic, where Alexander's wonderful Pyrophilus stone turns up as the Plant of Life in the possession of the Babylonian Noah.  (Prophetic Book of Mormon, p. 243-244)

 (Sheet compiled by Zan and Misty Larsen)

#17 – Cain

Monte S. Nyman - The following story, though raising some puzzling questions, perhaps demonstrates the literalness and continuance of this aspect of the curse.  The account is a reconstruction by Abraham O. Smoot of the words of Elder David W. Patten, a member of the first Quorum of the Twelve in this dispensation, relating an event that occurred in 1836.

As I was riding along the road on my mule I suddenly noticed a very strange personage walking beside me. He walked along beside me for about two miles. His head was about even with my shoulders as I sat in my saddle. He wore no clothing, but was covered with hair. His skin was very dark.  I asked him where he dwelt and he replied that he had no home, that he was a wanderer in the earth and traveled to and fro.  He said he was a very miserable creature, that he had earnestly sought death during his sojourn upon the earth, but that he could not die, and his mission was to destroy the souls of men. About the time he expressed himself thus, I rebuked him in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by virtue of the Holy Priesthood, and commanded him to go hence, and he immediately departed out of my sight.  

(From his chapter in Studies in Scripture, v. 2, p. 106.  Teachers’ note: We should remember that this reconstructed story is not a firsthand account.  Secondly it is possible this was a vision into the spirit world.  Either way, it is not solid evidence that Cain survived the flood.)

#18 – Ham’s Wife
Teachers note: Multiple writers state that Ham’s wife was a descendant of Cain.  However we cannot find anywhere in scripture where that is stated.  Abraham 1:22-24 is all that we have in scripture, and from that it isn’t even explicit that Egyptus is Ham’s wife (note the wording).  See our document “Ham and Egyptus.doc” for more information.

Extra Material

Entire quote on animals – 

Hugh Nibley - All creatures are duly overawed by the presence of God's representatives and image: "Even the fierce beasts of prey fear man," says the Zohar, "as long as he keeps his covenant, his kingly dignity, and his eye fixed on God in whose image he is."  For "God formed man in his own heavenly form and made him to be Lord over them. Whenever man stands upright and lifts his eyes toward heaven, then all the animals raise their heads too, and look to man, fearing and trembling in his presence." Throughout history an indispensable fixture of royalty has everywhere been the great animal park, paradise, or royal forest in which majesty could display itself in the role of God on earth, parent of the human race, and patron and protector of all lesser beings. In a word, the concept of man's dominion as a holy calling and high responsibility has been the common heritage of the human race throughout history.  God's rule is before all a rule of love: "I love my creatures far more than you ever could!" the Lord tells Esdras in a vision.  There is a tradition that Melchizedek, instructing Abraham in the things of the priesthood, explained to him that Noah earned his blessings by his charity to the animals, recalling how in the ark, "We did not sleep because all night we were setting food before this one and before that one." Taking this lesson to heart, Abraham himself made a sort of Garden of Eden near Hebron, and there practiced charity toward all creatures that thus he might "become possessor of heaven and earth."  Adam, according to many accounts, was the great friend and companion of all the animals when they lived together in perfect peace and happiness, and they continued true to him even after the Fall.  Indeed, "Adam was intimately acquainted with all the angels, all the seraphim [the spirits in heaven], and also with all the holy beasts, . . . before he came to this earth" so that he was peculiarly fitted in his priestly office to serve as mediator between the worlds as well as between higher and lower forms of life.  (Brother Brigham Challenges the Saints, p. 10)
Noah’s Birth

At his birth it was known that Noah had a special mission.  (Moses 7:42-45; Moses 8:2-3; Moses 8:9)
Draper, Brown & Rhodes - How did Lamech know to name his son Noah, the name of the deliverer that had been revealed to Enoch two generations earlier?  [Ancient] literature tries to answer this question by holding that Enoch had revealed the name to Methuselah.  Moreover, at his birth Noah appeared as a special child of promise.  For example, it is said that at birth Noah’s body was “white as snow and red as a rose”; his hair was “white as wool”; his eyes lit his parents’ home “like the sun…even more exceedingly”; and he stood in the hands of the midwife and “spoke to the Lord of righteousness.” (Richard D. Draper, S. Kent Brown, Michael D. Rhodes,The Pearl of Great Price, A Verse-by-verse Commentary, p. 157-158)

Additional Questions

How old was Noah when he was first ordained to the Priesthood? (Answer is in D&C 107:52)

What three people did the angel Gabriel (who was Noah) visit?  (Luke 1:18-19, 26-27; Daniel 8:15-19; Daniel 9:21-23)
Did Noah know Abraham?  If all the generations listed in Genesis are correct, Abraham would have been 58 years old when Noah died.  The Old Testament Chronology Chart in the institute’s manual for Genesis – 2 Samuel, shows Noah’s life ending at the time of Abraham’s birth.

Noah’s name means “rest” (Moses 8:4, 9).  Was his life restful?)

Why didn’t the people listen? (Moses 8:21)
Draper, Brown & Rhodes - …Easing of the curse anticipates the relatively regular life that would lull people into a false sense of security that all was well in society.  (The Pearl of Great Price, A Verse-by-verse Commentary, p. 160)
Moses 8:14 - As they chose …  

Draper, Brown & Rhodes - This notation apparently points to deviations that had crept into the society.  For the most part, traditional societies featured marriages arranged by the parents of the bride and groom.  Seemingly, unmarried people began pursuing mates for other motives, that is, seeing “that those daughters were fair”.  (See also Genesis 6:2)  (The Pearl of Great Price, A Verse-by-verse Commentary, p. 162)
Moses 8:15 - The daughters of thy sons have sold themselves.

Draper, Brown & Rhodes - This notice is another that something has gone dreadfully wrong in the third generation from Noah and his wife.  What is not clear is whether the women have become prostitutes or whether it is they who, apart from their parents, have made the arrangements that are a customary part of betrothal and marriage.  In either event, the association of these women with “the sons of men” has put them in danger of the Lord’s awful “anger [which] is kindled.”  (The Pearl of Great Price, A Verse-by-verse Commentary, p. 162)

How did Noah fit all the animals on the ark?

Fountains of the Great Deep

Genesis 7:11 – … the same day were all the fountains of the great deep broken up.

Frank Salisbury wonders if a “comet circled the earth before shattering, its gravity raised fantastic tides so that "all the fountains of the great deep [were] broken up."  And these gravitational forces acted on the land as well as the waters, breaking the earth's crust and suddenly raising a chain of mountains most of the way around the globe (in the single landmass before the continents moved apart).”  (The Creation, p. 291)
Another interesting point is this: “A Japanese experiment reported in Science in 2002 suggests that there might be five times as much water dissolved in the lower mantle than sloshing around on the Earth’s surface.”  (The Book of General Ignorance by John Lloyd and John Mitchinson, p. 106)
Earth’s Baptism

Joseph Fielding Smith - Another reason for the flood, as taught by revelation to the Church, is that the earth, like mankind, had to be baptized and purified by water. The scriptures state that the Lord opened the "fountains of the great deep" and "the windows of heaven," and caused it to rain incessantly until the entire earth was covered. The Latter-day Saints believe that this was the baptism of the earth.  (Answers to Gospel Questions, v. 4, p.19)
John A. Widtsoe - Latter-day Saints look upon the earth as a living organism, one which is gloriously filling "the measure of its creation." They look upon the flood as a baptism of the earth, symbolizing a cleansing of the impurities of the past, and the beginning of a new life. This has been repeatedly taught by the leaders of the Church. The deluge was an immersion of the earth in water (Evidences and Reconciliations, p.127.  See also D&C 88:25; Brigham Young in Journal of Discourses, 1:274; Discourses of Brigham Young, p. 603; Orson Pratt in Journal of Discourses, 1:331.)

Orson Pratt - There is a time, however, to come, when this earth will be depopulated of the wicked to the same extent as it once was by the waters of the flood.  The waters then made an entire sweep of the wicked, they were laid low, and the earth was cleansed.  We might, in other words, call it a baptism of the earth by water, or a cleansing of it from sin.  You know that baptism is intended for the remission of sins; it is the ordinance through which our heavenly Father forgives the sins of those who believe in his Son Jesus Christ.  (Journal of Discourses, 16:314)
Hugh Nibley - Eisler has examined the Jewish tradition that tells of how the baptism of the earth by water in the days of Noah, purging it of its wickedness, was later followed by a baptism of wind, to be followed in turn at the end of the world by a baptism of fire. The baptism of winds, we are told, took place at the time of the tower.  (An Approach to the Book of Mormon, 3rd ed., p. 333)
Teachers’ Note:  The reasoning does not hold up fully with our current fragmentary knowledge.  Baptism is for the remission of sin.  The earth has not sinned (as far as know) and likely would not require baptism.  It is true that the savior was baptized “to fulfill all righteousness”, but if the earth must do so also, should not then the sun and the moon?  D&C 88:45 refers to the sun as male (“his light”). (See also Helaman 14:20.)  The same verse refers to the moon as female (“her” light).  Possibly then both worlds have spirits.  Have or will they be baptized?  If so must the animals also - deer, cattle and dogs?  (Who gets to do all the cats in the world?  Not a pleasant prospect. ()

The ordinance appears to be something for the mortal realm alone.  Baptism is an ordinance and there likely should be a mortal baptizer as well as a mortal baptizee. John the Baptist as a resurrected being did not baptize Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery; they baptized each other.  If the mortal connection holds up, then only Noah or one of his sons could have done it just before the flood.  While that might have happened, it is interesting that no scripture mentions it.  In fact, the Enoch material in the Book of Moses talks about the earth in detail and Enoch asks repeatedly when the earth would rest.  Nothing is mentioned about the flood being a baptism, even though Enoch foresaw it and mother earth’s travails.

This is not to say that the notion of the earth’s baptism is false.  Our purpose is that, in our view, the reasoning and logic is not sound based upon what the Lord has revealed so far in scripture.  If the quotes by the LDS authors listed above are enough evidence for some people, perhaps they should compare similar evidence regarding the duration of each of the seven days of the earth’s creation: (a.) 24 hours, (b.) 1,000 years, or (c.) indeterminate length.  Each of the three possibilities have clear supporting quotes, all of which we maintain are opinion - based on thinking that “stands to reason” as being right.

In our view every reference quoted above in favor of earth’s baptism is opinion.  It may be significant that there is no reference to the earth being baptized in the Pearl of Great Price institute manual, the newest of the institute manuals.  Some of the quotes are indeed in the Institute Old Testament manual that covers Genesis.  That manual was written in the 1970s and all the apostles’ quotes we could find about the earth’s baptism were previous to the 1970s, the most recent being Joseph Fielding Smith in a book copyrighted in 1963 and Bruce R. McConkie’s Mormon Doctrine, copyrighted 1966.  Elder  McConkie has repeated this thought in books which are a little more recent, but he usually merely repeats what he wrote in Mormon Doctrine or quotes other writers.  Mark E. Peterson cites several of the old quotes in his book. (Noah and the Flood, 1982)  

One of the issues like this is that, for the sake of unity, Church leaders seldom openly contradict a notion from the past.  This approach is similar to a cultural trait across America.  Sociologist David Brooks said it well, “[A philosopher] once observed that Americans don’t solve problems, they leave them behind.  If there’s an idea they don’t like, they don’t bother refuting it, they simply talk about something else, and the original idea dies from inattention.  If a situation bothers them, they leave it in the past.” (On Paradise Drive, A Look At America’s Suburban Civilization, p. 47)
Comments by Evan H. - "My seminary teacher claims that the earth was actually covered by water to the tops of the highest mountains.  I find that highly unlikely, considering the fact that the ocean levels would only rise twenty feet if the polar ice caps melted."
According to his father, “His teacher also preaches, without question, that people lived for hundreds of years before the flood because the pre-flood cloud layer filtered out the UV light, which is what causes aging.  Evan observes that if that were true, sunscreen would be the fountain of youth.”
If ultraviolet light was that important to longevity, Scandinavians and Eskimos would have dramatically longer lifespans.  Even in the summer on the few cloudless or partly cloudy days, the sun does not rise very high in the sky and the UV level is small compared to almost any day in the equatorial zones.
More on Peleg
Jay M. Todd - But we know now that the strange idea of [all the continents joined together] wasn’t so strange after all.

For believers in the Bible, the idea had always stirred up controversy, simply because no one quite knew how to interpret the biblical passage of scripture that seemed to suggest that at one time the world had been divided: “And unto Eber were born two sons: the name of one was Peleg; for in his days was the earth divided …” (Genesis 10:25)
This problem of interpretation was genuine, however, because the period of Babel—confusion of tongues, dispersion of man—and the days of Peleg were closely grouped together and seemed to be in the same general time period.  Hence, some biblical scholars said that the word divided referred to the dispersion of man, which was described seven verses later.  Other biblical scholars said that the word meant a physical and geographical division of the lands of the earth.  But if the date of such a geographical division of the earth’s once supercontinent had been and still is in question, certainly Latter-day Saints never questioned the understanding that there was once a supercontinent.  (New Era, March 1971, p. 35.  The article then goes on to quote D&C 133:21–24 about the lands becoming one at the Savior’s second coming.)

Hugh Nibley - Yet another important Biblical expression receives welcome elucidation from our text: though Ether says nothing about "the whole earth" being "of one language and one speech" (Gen.  XI:1), he does give us an interesting hint as to how those words may be taken.  Just as "son" and "descendant" are the same word in Hebrew and so may easily be confused by translators (who in fact have no way of knowing, save from the context, in which sense the word is to be understood), so "earth" and "land" are the same word, the well-known eretz.  In view of the fact that the Book of Ether, speaking only of the Jaredites, notes that "there were none of the fair sons and daughters upon the face of the whole earth who repented of their sins" (XIII:17), it would seem that the common "whole earth" (kol haaretz) of the Old Testament need not always be taken to mean the entire globe.  Certainly it is quite as legitimate to think of the days of Peleg as the time when, as the old Jewish writers describe it, "the children of Noah began to divide the earth among themselves," as, without the least authority, to visualize the drifting of the continents or the rending apart of the terrestrial globe.   (Improvement Era, 1951, also in Lehi in the Desert/The World of the Jaredites/There Were Jaredites, p. 173)
Samuel Holister Rogers - The winter following, I attended a public meeting held in Vincent Knight's house at which the Prophet, Joseph Smith, gave the following instruction.  When this  world was first made, it was a tremendous big thing.  The Lord concluded it was too big.  We read in the scriptures that in the days of Peleg the earth was divided, so the Lord divided the earth.  When the Ten Tribes of the children of Israel went into the north country, he divided it again, so the earth has been divided and subdivided.  We also read in the scriptures that the earth shall reel to and fro like a drunken man.  What will cause the earth to reel to and fro like a drunken man?  We read that the stars shall fall to the earth like a fig falling from a fig tree.  When these stars return to the place where they were taken from, it will cause the earth to reel to and fro.  Not that the planets will come squarely against each other, in such a case both planets would be broken to pieces, but in their rolling motion they will come together where they were taken from, which will cause the earth to reel to and fro. (Journal, BYU Special Collections, Writings of Early Latter-day Saints, p. 7)
More on Priesthood
Bruce R. McConkie - Forget everything that I have said, or what President Brigham Young or President George Q. Cannon or whoever has said in days past that is contrary to the present revelation [in 1978].  We spoke with a limited understanding and without the light and knowledge that now has come into the world. 

It doesn’t make a particle of difference what anybody ever said about the Negro matter before the first day of June 1978.  It is a new day and a new arrangement, and the Lord has now given the revelation that sheds light out into the world on this subject.  As to any slivers of light or any particles of darkness of the past, we forget about them.  (Doctrines of the Restoration, p. 162.  For more on this see our document named “Race, in Gospel History.doc”.)

Nibley quotes in full

Hugh Nibley - Why was Pharaoh, "a righteous man, ... blessed ... with the blessings of wisdom" (Abr. 1:26), denied that priesthood which he "would fain claim from Noah, through Ham" (1:27)? Certainly not because of Ham, "a just man [who] walked with God" (Moses 8:27), but rather because he claimed it through the wrong line, "that lineage by which he could not have the right of Priesthood" (Abr. 1:27). What was wrong with it? Simply this: it was not the patriarchal but the matriarchal line he was following. Even while "seeking earnestly to imitate that order established by the fathers in the first generations…, in the days of the first patriarchal reign" (1:26), he nonetheless traced his descent and his throne to "a woman, who was the daughter of Ham, the daughter of Egyptus" (1:23); this woman "discovered the land" and "settled her sons in it" (1:24). Her eldest son became the first Pharaoh, ruling "after the manner" of the patriarchal order (1:25), which the King sought earnestly to "imitate." Thus the government of Egypt was carried on under the fiction of being patriarchal while the actual line was matriarchal, the Queen being "the Wife of the God and bearer of the royal lineage." But however noble it may be, a matriarchal line cannot claim patriarchal authority, even though all the parties concerned are sympathetically portrayed. In all of which there is no mention of race, though enemies of the Church have declared with shock and outrage that these passages are proof of Mormon discrimination against blacks. (Abraham in Egypt, p. 133)
Hugh Nibley - The great heavenly angels, viewing these horrors from above and seeing only one solution, asked God how long he was going to permit Satan to get away with it. This is another aspect of theodicy: Must not God put an end to men when their evil deeds threaten far greater destruction than their own demise would be? The Pistis Sophia (transcribed, as it tells us in the introduction, from an earlier book of Enoch) asks, "Why did God throw the universe out of gear?" and answers, "For a wise purpose, for those who are destroyed would have destroyed everything." As it is, God had to hold back the destroyers until the last moment. The great danger to all existence was that the perverters knew too much. "Their ruin is accomplished because they have learned all the secrets of the angels and all the violence of Satan"; the threat is from them who have received the ordinances but have removed themselves from the law of the gospel. 

One must be willing to accept the law of God and the law of the gospel before he is qualified to receive the rest of the ordinances. They had received the ordinances, but they were not keeping the basic laws on which the ordinances were given. Still, employing the forms and knowledge they had, they set up a counter-religion and way of life. It was a time, says the Zohar, when the name of the Lord was called upon profanely. "In the days of Jared my father," says Enoch to Methuselah, "they transgressed the covenant of heaven; they sinned and betrayed the law of the gospel. They mingled with women and sinned with them. They also married and bore children, but not according to the spirit, but by the carnal order only." They changed the ordinances, they married under a different order.  (Enoch the Prophet, p. 10-11)


Hugh Nibley - Students everywhere have been led to the conclusion that the Flood story and the Garden of Eden motifs in ancient records of many people discredit the Bible by showing it to be just another primitive presentation of old myths.  What it discredits, however, is their concept of what the Bible should be - a unique, perfect, absolutely complete, flawless source of all knowledge, a thing which the Bible itself never claims for a moment.  (Of All Things! Classic Quotations from Hugh Nibley, p. 82)
Hugh Nibley - Everybody has seen a garden, and everybody has been in a heavy rainstorm; so it requires no effort of the imagination for a six-year-old to convert concise, straightforward Sunday School recitals into the vivid images that will stay with him for the rest of his life.  
These stories have been discredited as nursery tales because in a sense they are nursery tales, retaining forever the forms they take in the imaginations of small children, defended by grownups who refuse to distinguish between childlike faith and thinking as a child when it is, as Paul says, "time to put away childish things.”   

It's equally easy and deceptive to fall into adolescent disillusionment, especially with "emancipated" teachers [who] smile tolerantly at the simple gullibility of bygone days while passing stern moral judgment on the savage old "tribal god" who, overreacting with impetuous violence, wiped out Noah's neighbors simply for making fun of his boat-building on a fine summer day.  The sophisticated say that these so-called myths were tolerable in bygone days but that now it's time to grow up.  (Enoch the Prophet, p. 3-4, quoted in Of All Things! Classic Quotations from Hugh Nibley, p. 83.)
Suggested presentation

Start with Mark E. Peterson’s quote in text box, and “Why the Flood”

Begin questions –

1, 2, 3 – “Caring for the Animals”,   

4, 5, 6 - (If needed:  Extra material “Fountains of the Great Deep”)

7, 8, 9 – “Noah’s Family”  

10, 11, 12 – (Extra material on Peleg, if needed)

13, 14, 15 - “Mission and Missionaries”   

Introduce Jaredite Barges ideas

16, 17, 18 – “Ancient Seafaring”

IF TIME:  Other questions, ideas from extra material 


Noah’s birth, age at ordination, meaning of name, 


other name, who did he appear to.


Earth’s baptism

End with “Into the Spirit World”

	WHAT THE BIBLE TEACHES
	WHAT LATTER-DAY REVELATION ADDS

	Premortality
	Premortality

	
	• With his priesthood relationship to Adam, (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p. 157), Noah would have been one of the noble and great ones selected to be a ruler in mortality (see Abr. 3:22–23). 

	
	  • Enoch foresaw Noah and his posterity (see Moses 7:42) and that all kingdoms on earth were to come through Noah (see Moses 8:3). 

	Mortality 
	Mortality 

	• Noah was a great-grandson of Enoch and an ancestor of Jesus Christ (see Gen. 5:21, 25, 28–29; Luke 3:23–36). 
	• Noah was ten years old when he was ordained [to the priesthood] by Methuselah (D&C 107:52). 

	• He fathered Shem, Ham, and Japheth (see Gen. 5:32). 
	• His sons—the eldest of whom was Japheth—hearkened to the Lord (see Moses 8:12–13). 

	 • He was a preacher of righteousness (see 2 Pet. 2:5). 
	• He preached the fulness of the gospel as did Adam and Enoch (see Moses 8:16, 24). 

	• He was a just man, perfect in his generation, and he walked with God (see Gen. 6:9). 
	

	• He knew the wicked would be destroyed (see Gen. 6:13). 
	• People tried to kill Noah (see Moses 8:18). 

	• He built the ark, gathered his family and the animals, and entered (see Gen. 6:14–22; Gen. 7:2–16; Heb. 11:7).
	• Noah built the ark after a “pattern of heavenly things.” (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p. 251).

	
	• For 120 years he called the people to repentance, warning them of the Flood that would occur if they did not repent, but he was rejected (see Moses 8:16–17, 20, 23–24). 

	• The Flood covered the whole earth (see Gen. 7:19–23). 
	

	• After the Flood, the ark again on land (see Gen. 8:1–14).
	

	• He offered sacrifice to the Lord (see Gen. 8:20–22).
	

	 • He received commandments and a covenant that the Lord will not again destroy all by a flood (see Gen. 9:1–17).
	• The Lord renewed with Noah the great covenant he had made with Enoch—that when righteousness comes again on earth, Zion should again come on the earth (see JST, Gen. 9:21). 

	• He became a husbandman (see Gen. 9:20). 
	

	• He cursed Canaan, the son of Ham, and gave blessings to Shem and Japheth (see Gen. 9:25–27).
	

	• His descendants filled the earth (see Gen. 9:19).
	

	• He died at 950 years of age (see Gen. 9:28–29).
	

	Post-mortality
	Post-mortality

	
	 • Noah, known as the angel Gabriel, visited Daniel, Zacharias, and Mary (see History of the Church, 3:386; Dan. 8:16; Dan. 9:21; Luke 1:19, 26–27). 

	
	• He was “among the great and mighty ones who were assembled” in the spirit world whom the Savior instructed and prepared as messengers to “carry the message of redemption” to those in prison to whom the Savior did “not go personally, because of their rebellion and transgression” (D&C 138:37–38, 41; see also D&C 128:22). 

	
	• He visited with the Prophet Joseph Smith during the prophet’s latter-day ministry (see D&C 128:21). 

	
	• With other prophets, Noah will partake of the sacrament on earth and with the Lord at a future gathering of the righteous (see D&C 27:5–7, 14; see also Bible Dictionary, “Elias,” and History of the Church, 3:386). 


  
Mark E. Peterson - We must realize that we do not have the full account of the flood and the ark and its inhabitants. The few hundred words in the Bible on the entire life of Noah are sketchy at most.  (Noah and the Flood, p. 58)
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