Forsaken

“At some point in our lives, will we be
left alone as Jesus was on the cross?”
Matthew 27:46 states, “And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?  that is to say, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?”  (Also in Mark 15:34.)
We have heard the assertion that at some point we too must experience being forsaken by Heavenly Father.  Our concern with this is the possible implication that we must experience the extent of forsakenness that the Savior underwent.  Below are the best quotes we can find on either side.
Forsaken: Prayers Unanswered

Neal A. Maxwell (after quoting Matthew 27:46) - On our small scale we too may go without immediate answers in our pleadings of distress.  (Men and Women of Christ, p.125.)
Forsaken: Left Alone

Neal A. Maxwell - Remember, with his perfected empathy Jesus has a special feeling and understanding, acquired "according to the flesh," for those who feel forsaken and alone.  Do we all need to experience, in some degree, feeling forsaken or alone?  Apparently, for there are some things Jesus would have His most devoted disciples know firsthand.  Secondhand won't do.  (That Ye May Believe, p.59)
Neal A. Maxwell - At times, we are taken to the very edge of our faith; we teeter at the edge of our trust.  Perhaps, even as Jesus did on the cross, we in our own small way may feel forgotten and forsaken.  (All These Things Shall Give Thee Experience, p.36.  Again, this might not be the same as the Father withdrawing His presence from the Son.)
Harold B. Lee - And so, in the closing moments of this conference, I have been moved as I think I have never been moved before in all my life.  If it were not for the assurance that I have that the Lord is near to us, guiding, directing, the burden would be almost beyond my strength, but because I know that he is there, and that he can be appealed to, and if we have ears to hear attuned to him, we will never be left alone.  (Ensign, January 1974, p.125)
Thomas S. Monson - To all who have loved and lost on either side of this tragic conflict, your grief can be assuaged.  There is balm in Gilead.  There awaits the promise of a new day…

His love, His promise, His presence is as a yellow ribbon, tied with care and marked with compassion.  To your loved ones He has beckoned, “Welcome home.”  To you He speaks the heavenly and divine assurance: “I am with you; you are never alone.”  (“Never Alone”, Ensign, May 1991, 59)
Gordon B. Hinckley - Though discipleship with the Lord requires times of standing humbly and courageously apart, the Lord will not forsake us.  He also gives us the association of others who can edify and strengthen us as we go about our work of blessing others in the world… 

Let us rejoice in the knowledge that although we are to stand with courage as we travel through mortality and even through our trials, God will not leave us without His guidance and sustaining power.  (“Living with Our Convictions”, Ensign, Sep.  2001, p. 2)
Gordon B. Hinckley - May those of you who are single find sweet companionship in the knowledge that you are not alone, that Jesus stands as your friend.  He came “to give light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace” (Luke 1:79).  (“A Season for Gratitude”, Ensign, Dec .1997, p. 2)
Forsaken: Father’s Power Withdrawn

Neal A. Maxwell - Elder Erastus Snow spoke of Jesus' agony being further added upon when the Father's power "withdrew itself measurably from [Jesus].  … he was led to exclaim in his last agony upon the cross, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?  The Father did not deign to answer; the time had not yet come to explain it and tell him.  But after a little, when he passed the ordeal, made the sacrifice, and by the power of God was raised from the dead, then all was clear, all was explained and comprehended fully.  It was necessary that the Father should thus measurably forsake his Son.”      

Jesus' "Why," framed in His forsakenness cry, reflected His full faith in the Father even amid the perplexing anguish when, as Brigham Young expressed it, "the Father withdrew Himself, withdrew His Spirit, and cast a vail over him.  … and He then plead with the Father not to forsake Him."

Likewise, we "receive no witness until after the trial of [our] faith" (Ether 12:6).  Though on a much smaller scale than the Savior's, our trials ensure that we too surely will "measurably" experience anguish.  Our "whys" may not be immediately responded to, either.  Only later will things be "comprehended fully.  (Lord, Increase Our Faith, p.13.)
Wm.  Rolfe Kerr - The power of one person is apparent throughout the scriptures as we see the influence of an Abraham, of a Joseph, a Moses, of Peter and Paul, of a Nephi, of Abinadi, Alma, and Ammon, and of Mormon and Moroni.  There were Sarah and Rebekah and Esther and Hannah, and Sariah and Mary and so many more—even Joseph and Emma.  Yes, these were mighty men and women of God; but they were often alone, standing as one, even as each of us on occasion must stand alone in a sometimes hostile world.  Yet as these valiant servants of the Lord were not entirely alone, neither will we be, if we are worthy of His companionship and the companionship of the Holy Spirit.  The Lord gave this promise to His faithful servants: “For I will go before your face.  I will be on your right hand and on your left, and my Spirit shall be in your hearts, and mine angels round about you, to bear you up” (D&C 84:88).  We may be one, but we need not be entirely alone.  (“‘Behold Your Little Ones’,” Ensign, Nov 1996, 80)
The Father’s Presence Withdrawn

Neal A. Maxwell - At the apogee of His agony, Jesus uttered on the cross the great soul cry of foresakenness: “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” (Matthew 27:46).  President Young’s insight helps us understand His aloneness, which was a unique dimension of His agony:

“At the very moment, at the hour when the crisis came for him to offer up his life, the Father withdrew Himself, withdrew His Spirit, and cast a vail over [Jesus].  That is what made him sweat blood.  If he had had the power of God upon him, he would not have sweat blood; but all was withdrawn from him, and a veil was cast over him, and he then plead with the Father not to forsake him” (in Journal of Discourses, 3:206).  
(“Enduring Well”, Ensign, Apr.  1997, p. 7.)
Bruce R. McConkie - Spoken with a loud voice, these words [Mattew 27:46] quoted from David's Messianic prophecies, are the fourth utterance from the cross.  "What mind of man can fathom the significance of that awful cry?  It seems, that in addition to the fearful suffering incident to crucifixion, the agony of Gethsemane had recurred, intensified beyond human power to endure.  In that bitterest hour the dying Christ was alone, alone in most terrible reality.  That the supreme sacrifice of the Son might be consummated in all its fulness, the Father seems to have withdrawn the support of His immediate Presence, leaving to the Savior of men the glory of complete victory over the forces of sin and death.”  (The Mortal Messiah: From Bethlehem to Calvary, v. 4, p.226.  His quote is from James E. Talmage’s Jesus The Christ, p. 661.)
Summary

The resolution may come down to what we mean by forsaken.  The authors above draw separate sub-meanings –

1. Not having prayers answered immediately.

2. Being left alone.

3. The Father withdrawing His spirit.

4. The Father withdrawing His power.

5. The Father withdrawing His presence.

Perhaps in some way beyond our present understanding, the last two are beyond the endurable experience of mortals, except in the case of the Mortal Messiah.

Here are some of many passages in scripture using the word forsaken - 

· Isaiah 54:2-7 - For a small moment have I forsaken thee; but with great mercies will I gather thee.

· D&C 61:36 - I have not forsaken you.
· D&C 88:83 - He that seeketh me early shall find me, and shall not be forsaken.

· D&C 124:90 - And if he will do this I will bless him with a multiplicity of blessings, that he shall not be forsaken, nor his seed be found begging bread.

The answer may also lie in the extent of forsakenness.  Possibly the savior endured all five levels more than we can understand.
Andrew C. Skinner and Robert L. Millet - Given His divine nature, He knew all the right answers, yet His mortal nature questioned when He was confronted with pain and suffering that surprisingly surpassed His own understanding and expectation.  "Imagine, Jehovah, the Creator of this and other worlds, `astonished'!" Elder Neal A. Maxwell declared.  "Jesus knew cognitively what He must do, but not experientially.  He had never personally known the exquisite and exacting process of an atonement before.  Thus, when the agony came in its fulness, it was so much, much worse than even He with his unique intellect ever imagined!  (C. S. Lewis, the Man and His Message: An LDS Perspective, p.118-119.)
Physical Appearance after this Life

 “Will we all look the 
same after this life?”
This idea derives from the passage that Jesus is the “express image” of Heavenly Father - 

Hebrews 1:3 - Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person … (See also 2 Corinthians 4:4, Colossians 1:15)
It is related to Abel looking like his father Adam -

D&C 138:40 - Abel, the first martyr, was there, and his brother Seth, one of the mighty ones, who was in the express image of his father, Adam.

Also quoted might be – 

Moroni 7:48 - … That ye may become the sons of God; that when he shall appear we shall be like him. (See also 1 John 3:2)
Proponents say that we will discern each other by our personalities, not by our appearance.  However, consider the physical characters described in the visions and visitations in the quotes below.

Joseph Smith - [Paul] is about 5 foot high; very dark hair; dark complexion; dark skin; large Roman nose; sharp face; small black eyes, penetrating as eternity; round shoulders; a whining voice, except when elevated, and then it almost resembles the roaring of a lion. He was a good orator … active and diligent, always employing himself in doing good to his fellowmen.  (History of The Church, v. 5, p. 402)
It could be argued that Joseph’s description was about Paul as a mortal.  Technically however Joseph said “is” in the first sentence then said “was” in the second.

After Joseph’s death, he appeared in the place of Brigham Young.

Orson Hyde – We went among the congregation and President Young went on the stand. Well, he spoke, and his words went through me like electricity. "Am I mistaken?" said I, "or is it really the voice of Joseph Smith?" This is my testimony; it was not only the voice of Joseph, but there were the features, the gestures and even the stature of Joseph before us in the person of Brigham. And though it may be said that President Young is a complete mimic, and can mimic anybody, I would like to see the man who can mimic another in stature who was about four or five inches higher than himself. Every one in the congregation-every one who was inspired by the Spirit of the Lord-felt it. They knew it. They realized it. (Journal of Discourses, v. 13, p.181)
Joseph was tall compared to Brigham Young.

Robert J. Matthews - I do not know Alvin's exact physical dimensions, but the Smiths were a tall family. Joseph Smith Sr. was six feet three inches tall; Hyrum and Joseph were six feet; their brother William is said to have been six foot four. We have every reason to believe that Alvin was therefore also tall and long limbed.  (Selected Writings of Robert J. Matthews, p.135)
If we discern by the personality, why would we hear a different type of voice or see a different size?

Heber C. Kimball – [Regarding Jedediah M. Grant’s vision into the spirit world shortly before President Grand’s death.]  He saw his wife; she was the first person that came to him.  He saw many that he knew, but did not have conversation with any except his wife Caroline.  She came to him, and he said that she looked beautiful and had their little child, that died on the Plains, in her arms … (Journal of Discourses, 4, p.136)
Joseph Smith described one of his brothers -

Joseph Smith – … And particularly of my brother Alvin. He was a very handsome man, surpassed by none but Adam and Seth, and of great strength.  (History of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints,v.5, p.246-247)
If all men end up looking the same, why would Joseph compare Alvin to just two of them?  Consider also Alvin’s probable height –

Compare that to a description of Moroni’s height -

Robert J. Woodford - David Whitmer, in 1878, told Joseph F. Smith and Orson Pratt a story that includes three more visits, the fifteenth through seventeenth. He was traveling with Oliver Cowdery and Joseph Smith to Fayette, to finish the translation when “a very pleasant, nice-looking old man suddenly appeared by the side of our wagon and saluted us with, ‘good morning, it is very warm,’ at the same time wiping his face or forehead with his hand. We returned the salutation, and, by a sign from Joseph, I invited him to ride if he was going our way. But he said very pleasantly, ‘No, I am going to Cumorah.’ This name was something new to me, I did not know what Cumorah meant. We all gazed at him and at each other, and as I looked around enquiringly of Joseph, the old man instantly disappeared, so that I did not see him again.

“Joseph F. Smith: Did you notice his appearance?

“D. Whitmer: I should think I did. He was, I should think, about five feet eight or nine inches tall and heavy set, about such a man as James Vancleave there, but heavier; his face was as large; he was dressed in a suit of brown woolen clothes, his hair and beard were white, like Brother Pratt’s, but his beard was not so heavy. I also remember that he had on his back a sort of knapsack with something in, shaped like a book. It was the messenger who had the plates, who had taken them from Joseph just prior to our starting from Harmony. Soon after our arrival home, I saw something which led me to the belief that the plates were placed or concealed in my father’s barn. I frankly asked Joseph if my supposition was right, and he told me it was.”  ( “Book of Mormon Personalities Known by Joseph Smith,” Ensign, Aug 1978, p. 12) 

Most frequently in visions of the next life when the recipient recognizes a person, the operative word is “saw”.

Wilford Woodruff - Joseph Smith continued visiting myself and others up to a certain time, and then it stopped.  The last time I saw him was in heaven.  In the night vision I saw him at the door of the temple in heaven.  He came to me and spoke to me.  He said he could not stop to talk with me because he was in a hurry.  The next man I met was Father Smith; he could not talk with me because he was in a hurry.  I met half a dozen brethren who had held high positions on earth, and none of them could stop to talk with me because they were in a hurry.  I was much astonished.  By and by I saw the Prophet again and I got the privilege of asking him a question.  (The Discourses of Wilford Woodruff, edited by G. Homer Durham, p. 288-289)
There is no indication that the word saw is used in any special case that differs from how we use it in this life.  If it was really a case of sensing personalities, we might expect the teller to say something less direct such as became aware of or encountered, or simply phrase the sentence without any such words at all. As example of alternate wording, Joseph F. Smith used the word perceived in describing an understanding he received -

D&C 138:29 - … I perceived that the Lord went not in person among the wicked …

Elsewhere he used the word perceived, also in relation to recognizing something not fully transmitted by visual sight -

D&C 138:57 - I beheld that the faithful elders of this dispensation , when they depart from mortal life, continue their labors in the preaching of the gospel …

Yet at the beginning of the vision, to behold the vast multitude he uses the word saw -

D&C 138:11 - … My eyes were opened … I saw the hosts of the dead, both small and great.
In verses 38-53, he reports the presence of Adam, Eve, Abel, Noah and others, but does not describe any other tool of recognition than saw in verse 11 with his eyes.  

While this is not completely solid, the burden of proof shifts to those who prefer the spirit-recognition approach.  One point they might address is whether women will still look female.  In other words, if the passages on express image are extended to all of Heavenly Father’s sons, then the likeness must be extended to all daughters also – or the argument does not appear to hold up.  Likewise if females retain their form, then the argument’s assumed universality doesn’t work.  Either way, the female aspect seems to counter the claim.

Lastly we were unable to find anything in the Ensigns at lds.org or in all the books on the LDS Library 2006 CD-ROM that directly states this assertion.  
Perhaps the Savior is in the express likeness of the Father because he is the only begotten of the Father in the flesh.  Sameness of appearance also helps us understand their sameness of will and purpose.  Beyond that, with the near infinite variety of God’s creations, variety in appearance of His children in the long term does not seem unreasonable.  We might remember that perfect can mean complete (footnote to Matthew 5:48).
(By Zan and Misty Larsen, http://lessons.elarsen.net)

