The Writings of the 
Forty-Day Ministry
Acts 1:3 - To whom also he shewed himself alive after his passion by many infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days, and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God.

Matthew B. Brown - The Greek word translated as “infallible proofs” in Acts 1:3 is a derivative of tekmerion which means “a sure sign,” “a mark,” “a token”.  (All Things Restored, p. xiii, footnote #11.  He uses Vine’s Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words and The New Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible.)
The Significance of the Forty-Day Ministry

Though the records of it are fragmentary, the forty-day ministry… was the period during which Jesus gave his apostles their final commission to teach the gospel to all nations, and further instructed them in their duties.  … All doubt was removed from the apostles' minds.  They now had an absolute witness of the Savior's literal resurrection.  They were qualified to declare with certainty that Jesus lives!  President David O. McKay has indicated that a transformation occurred in the lives of those eleven men during this forty-day period and that this transformation constitutes one of the significant evidences of the reality of the resurrection of our Lord.  (The Life and Teachings of Jesus and His Apostles, institute manual, p. 189.  Hugh Nibley calls it “the forgotten ministry of Christ” because Christian churches ignore it.)

S. Kent Brown and C. Wilfred Griggs – …[The doctrines found in old documents] either expand or differ from those found in the New Testament writings.  But there is no point arguing that the teachings and activities of the risen Jesus must be the same as those of the mortal Jesus, since Luke states that it was after the resurrection that the Savior “opened … their [the disciples’] understanding, that they might understand the scriptures (Old Testament).”  (Luke 24:25.) (“The 40-Day Ministry”, Ensign, Aug. 1975, p. 6)
3 Nephi 17:16-17 - …The eye hath never seen, neither hath the ear heard, before, so great and marvelous things as we saw and heard Jesus speak unto the Father; And no tongue can speak, neither can there be written by any man, neither can the hearts of men conceive so great and marvelous things as we both saw and heard Jesus speak…”

John 21:25 - And there are also many other things which Jesus did, the which, if they should be written every one, I suppose that even the world itself could not contain the books that should be written. Amen.

Truman Madsen - [A revolution] is happening almost under our noses and without our notice.  It is the revolution caused by the uncovering and recovering of ancient documents. Since 1947 over one hundred thousand documents have come to light which shed a tremendous flood of light on the world before Christ as well as the world shortly after.  The Dead Sea Scrolls was just a little wave; there is now a flood--a total Christian library from upper Egypt [the total items at the time of this quote in 1972 was 2,998] confirming … a world view that is incredibly similar to that which Joseph Smith taught the world. (“Are Christians Mormon?”  BYU Studies, v. 15, no. 1, 1974, p. 73-94)
Definitions

Qumran - An ancient village of Palestine on the northwest shore of the Dead Sea east of Jerusalem.  It is noted for the caves in which the Dead Sea Scrolls were found.

Nag Hammadi – A village in the middle of Egypt where more ancient writings were found.

Apocrypha – A specific group of ancient sacred books of the Jews not included in the Bible.  None of them are about the forty days.  See “apocrypha” in the Bible Dictionary.  “Apocryphal” means something that is of questionable authorship or authenticity.  All of these old writings are apocryphal.
What Are The Writings About?

Hugh Nibley - Recently this writer went through all the then-available early Christian writings dealing with the activities of the Lord during the forty days after the resurrection and found … what remains after all the speculations and embellishments and fabrications have been drained off.  The four things are – 

1. Insistence on secrecy. 

2. Emphasis on the limited sojourn of the church upon the earth at that time. 

3. Bodies of doctrine. 

4. Rites and ordinances that differ substantially from the teachings and rituals of conventional Christianity. 

These four things characterize Christ's post-resurrectional teaching in the Book of Mormon as well. (Since Cumorah, p. 174)
How Should We Accept Them?

D&C 91:1-5 – Verily, thus saith the Lord unto you concerning the Apocrypha — there are many things contained therein that are true, and it is mostly translated correctly; There are many things contained therein that are not true, which are interpolations by the hands of men. …Therefore, whoso readeth it, let him understand, for the Spirit manifesteth truth; And whoso is enlightened by the Spirit shall obtain benefit therefrom.

Neal A. Maxwell - A few ancient writings, unavailable to Joseph Smith or anyone else at that time, have since appeared.  Apocryphal writings may contain truths to be discerned, for “whoso is enlightened by the Spirit shall obtain benefit therefrom.” (D&C 91:5.  He then quotes an example from the Apocryphon of James.)  (“Premortality, a Glorious Reality,” Ensign, Nov. 1985, p. 15.)

Samples From the Nag Hammadi Writings
(From The Nag Hammadi Library, James M. Robinson, General Ed.
Available online at www.gnosis.org/naghamm/nhlalpha.html.)

The Gospel of Phillip

…What the father possesses belongs to the son and the son himself, so long as he is small, is not entrusted with what is his.  But when he becomes a man his father gives him all that he possesses.

…When the pearl is cast down into the mud it does not become greatly despised, nor if it is anointed with balsam oil will it become more precious.  But it always has value in the eyes of its owner.  Compare the sons of God, wherever they may be.  They still have value in the eyes of their Father. 

…As for unclean spirits, there are males among them and there are females.  One [escapes them via power] from the mirrored bridal chamber. 

…And he said unto them, "Why are they not able to be saved?"  They answered, "They did not desire it.  They received this place as punishment, what is called `the outer darkness,' because he is thrown out into it." 

…Truth did not come into the world naked, but it came in types and images.  One will not receive truth in any other way. 

…When Eve was still in Adam death did not exist.  When she was separated from him death came into being.  If he again becomes complete and attains his former self, death will be no more.  If the woman had not separated from the man, she would not die with the man.  His separation became the beginning of death.  Because of this Christ came to repair the separation which was from the beginning and again unite the two, and to give life to those who died as a result of the separation... in the bridal chamber. 

…Those who think that sinning does not apply to them are called "free" by the world. 

…Blessed is the one who on no occasion caused a soul distress.  That person is Jesus Christ.  He came to the whole place and did not burden anyone.  

The Gospel of Thomas

…Jesus said, "I took My place in the midst of the world, and I appeared to them in flesh.  I found all of them intoxicated; I found none of them thirsty.  And My soul became afflicted for the sons of men, because they are blind in their hearts and do not have sight; for empty they came into the world, and empty too they seek to leave the world.  But for the moment they are intoxicated.  When they shake off their wine, then they will repent. 

…Businessmen and merchants will not enter the Places of My Father.  Split a piece of wood, and I am there.  Lift up the stone, and you will find Me there. 

…Jesus said, "Woe to the Pharisees, for they are like a dog sleeping in the manger of oxen, for neither does he eat nor does he let the oxen sleep." 

…Jesus said, "It will not come by waiting for it.  Rather the kingdom of the Father is spread out upon the earth, and men do not see it."  

The Book of Thomas the Contender

…And it will blind them with insatiable lust and burn their souls and become for them like a stake stuck in their heart which they can never dislodge.  And like a bit in the mouth it leads them according to its own desire. 

…Then the Savior continued, saying, "Woe to you, godless ones, who have no hope, who rely on things that will not happen! ...How long will you be oblivious?  ...Your hope is set upon the world and your god is this life!  In mad laughter you rejoice!  Your mind is deranged...  you surrendered your freedom for servitude! ...Woe to you because of the forces of the evil demons!  Woe to you who beguile your limbs with the fire!  Who is it that will rain a refreshing dew on you to extinguish the mass of fire from you along with your burning?

The Dialogue of the Savior

When you rid yourselves of jealousy, then you will clothe yourselves in light and enter the bridal chamber.  Judas [not Iscariot] said, “How will (our) garments be brought to us?” …But the garments of life were given to man because he knows the path by which he will leave.

The Concept of Our Great Power

And I shall withdraw with everyone who will know me.  And they will enter into the immeasurable light, (where) there is no one of the flesh nor the wantonness of the first to seize them.  They will be unhampered (and) holy, since nothing drags them down.  I myself protect them, since they have holy garments, which the fire cannot touch, nor darkness nor wind nor a moment …

Authoritative Teaching

Now these are the foods [baits] with which the devil lies in wait for us.  First he injects a pain in to your heart until you have heartache on account of a small thing of this life, and he seize (you) with his poisons, And afterwards (he injects) the desire of a tunic so that you will pride yourself in it, and love of money, pride, vanity, envy that rivals another envy, beauty of body, fraudulent.  The greatest of all these are ignorance and ease … But the soul, she who has tasted these things, realize that the sweet passions are transitory.  She had learned about evil: she went away from them … she looks for those foods that will take her into life, and leaves behind her those deceitful foods.  And she learns about her light, as she goes about stripping of this world, while her true garment clothes her within, (and) her bridal clothing is placed upon her in beauty of mind, not in pride of flesh.  And she learns about her depth and runs into her fold, while her shepherd stands at the door.  In return for all the shame and scorn, then, that received in this world, she receives ten thousand times the grace and glory.

Apocalypse of Peter

But the immortal souls are not like these, O Peter.  But indeed, as long as the house is not yet come, (the immortal soul) shall resemble a mortal one.  But it shall not reveal its nature, that it alone is the immortal one, and thinks about immortality, having faith, and desiring to renounce these things.

The Apocryphon of James

Do you care to spare the flesh, you for whom the Spirit is an encircling wall?  If you consider how long the world existed before you, and how long it will exist after you, you will find that our life is one single day and your sufferings one single hour.  (The second sentence was quoted by Elder Maxwell, October Conference 1985, Ensign, November 1985, p. 16)
Scorn death, therefore, and take thought for life!  Remember my cross and death, and you will live!

I intercede on your behalf with the Father, and he will forgive you much.

Insights from LDS Scholars

Hugh Nibley - Whatever may have been their human failings, these people, as the Roman Catholic scholar Georg Molin observed, must be taken seriously and viewed with great respect.  The proper title for them, the name they gave themselves, he maintains, is "Latter-day Saints"—and he deplores the preemption of that name at the present time by a "so-called Christian sect."  (Of All Things!  Classic Quotations from Hugh Nibley, 2nd ed., p. 91)
S. Kent Brown and C. Wilfred Griggs – In addition to baptisms and sacred meals, there are also numerous references to washings, anointings, and special garments.  In the Acts of Thomas, those who are baptized also request the “seal” from the Apostle Thomas, which consists of an anointing with oil.  In the famous Hymn of the Pearl from the same work, the plan of redemption is portrayed in amazing detail and clarity.  The [child] of God is sent to the world (symbolized by Egypt) with the charge to bring back the pearl (his soul). 

Although he falls into a spiritual coma by partaking of the food and raiment of the world, his heavenly parents, after holding a great council to plan his redemption, send the message of salvation and its attendant power to their son.  The son awakens, exercises his new power over the serpent who rules the world, rescues his pearl, and accomplishes the long, hard journey back to his parents’ home.  There, according to the promises given before he made the journey, the son receives a heavenly garment and a beautiful robe that admit him into the company of the great ones of heaven.

Marriage as a requirement for those who would achieve the highest of the three heavens is a teaching found in the Gospel of Philip, and the sanctity of marriage is alluded to in other documents.  On some occasions the resurrected Jesus is portrayed as giving sacred teachings to the apostles and their wives, as in Second Jeu.  From the variations of the rituals perceived in apocryphal literature, it appears evident that the different sects probably changed the ordinances, perhaps because they no longer understood their significance.

Finally, one of the recurring messages in this body of literature is the gloomy future that is in store for the true believers.  In the Epistle of Peter to Philip, when the disciples are walking back to Jerusalem after being instructed by the risen Lord on the Mount of Olives, Peter explains to the others that they will suffer greatly.  The voice of the Lord is then heard from heaven and confirms what Peter has said, adding that persecution is necessary for one to become like the Savior.  In the Apocryphon of James, Jesus explains to James that by suffering persecution and doing the will of the Father one can be made equal to Christ.  James later asks how the apostles are to respond to those asking for prophecy, and Jesus replies that prophecy had been taken from the earth.

Later in the same work Peter expresses concern that the Savior was not very encouraging, to which the Lord responds that the disciples should not be concerned with anything but the promise of eternal life.

In the Apocalypse of Peter, Jesus explains that even Peter would be blasphemed in the future by deceivers who would depart from the truth, leading multitudes after them.  These false teachers, continues the Savior, make merchandise of His word, oppress their brothers with the defilement of apostate religion, and even use Peter’s name to lead the souls of men astray.  All is not lost, however, for the Savior states that there is a time appointed for the false teachers (who are characterized as “waterless canals”) and the fulfillment of their deception, after which the “agelessness of immortal thought will be renewed.”  The deception will be pulled out by its roots and righteousness will prevail at His coming.

In these works the disciples are assured that through the death and resurrection of Jesus they have no need to fear suffering, persecution, or death in this life.  What they learned and received in the 40-day ministry would be the means for obtaining salvation and eternal life.

Even though often spurious in origin and detail, these apocryphal writings bear a united testimony of missionary activity.  They show the existence of some very interesting doctrines, especially meaningful to Latter-day Saints with the perspective of the restoration of the gospel. (“The 40-Day Ministry”, Ensign, Aug. 1975, p. 6)
Truman Madsen - …The Qumran community … was, as [the great Christian scholar] Frank Cross calls it, a "church of anticipation."  Many things that Christians had heretofore supposed were original, unique, and singular in Jesus are very patently there--as much as two hundred years before.  That, to them, is a terrible [condemnation] of Christ.  For us, it is exactly what he himself has taught--a dispensation plan and pattern of history.  Christ came before:  and Christ will come after.  He was the Jehovah who manifested himself to the Old Testament prophets.  And Adam and Eve, both genuine historical persons, were by him taught the fullness--the all--of the gospel.  "…Do the Dead Sea Scrolls suggest that the expectation of Christ presupposes a restitution of all things?"  I asked Krister Stendahl, a world authority on Matthew. He replied, "Definitely…" 

[The view of these documents describes] the preexistence of all mankind, all intelligences; it involves teaching of living prophets, councils, groups, twelves. It involves patriarchs and prophetic blessings, a [splendid array] of angels and [authoritative figures] who visit mankind, descending and ascending. ... It speaks of sealing.  It speaks of becoming possessors of the all, the fullness of the glory of the Father--not simply becoming like Christ in some distant behavioral sense, but like him in nature.  It speaks of the sacredness of ancient Israel, its scattering and gathering; of the creation drama … It speaks of transmitting these blessings by the laying on of hands. 
… In 1969, we discovered a prayer--the sacramental prayer it was alleged--and the words are almost identical to those in 3rd Nephi.  There is the notion that the worthies could come and sup and feast with Christ and that even the Lord's Prayer, which asks "give us this day our daily bread," is a plea for a sacramental foretaste--the identical pattern one finds in the D&C 27.
There is talk of priesthood authority, Aaronic and Melchizedek orders.  There is talk of church authority so close to what we teach that the New English Bible…teaches our doctrine of authority--clearly.  There is talk of geographic changes in the cosmos, of worlds without number, of temples with their molten seas and qualifications of entry and holies of holies, of ordinances--including marriage--and even of mirrored bridal chambers. 
… How could the boy prophet, who has been dead more than a full century, have done this?  Only when an Arab boy near the Dead Sea or archaeologists in Northern Egypt stumbled onto records easily translatable did we suddenly have the sources.  What do they show?  The laws of evidence become more and more compelling.  Joseph Smith had special contact with the original Authors.
The terminology of these books … picks up phrases which we thought we alone knew.  For example:  the new and everlasting covenant, Zion--the people of God, the measure of creation, the New Jerusalem, [spiritual] gifts, the special role of Enoch and Elijah, sealing, the winding up scene, Abrahamic astronomy, anointing, dispensation, Michael the Adam, the garments of the priesthood, white covenant robes, prayer patterns and orders, work for the dead, records on plates, Urim and Thummin, etc.  (From the article “Are Christians Mormon?”, BYU Studies, v. 15, no. 1, 1974, p. 73-94)
Holy Garments

Hugh Nibley - The garment motif [theme] is almost an obsession in the literature of Christ's forty-day ministry after the resurrection.  Christ, sitting with the apostles, says, "Do not touch me.  I am not in the right garments yet."  He had left his garment in the tomb.  The disciples had found an angel sitting at the foot of the couch on which Christ had been lying, on which the garment lay neatly folded.  He was gone, and he had put on another garment, the one he was wearing when Mary met him. 

(According to a very old account, he told her not to touch him:  "I'm going to my father and receive the garment that is waiting for me."  He talked to the apostles a lot saying, "When I have finished my work here, and have had my last meeting with you, then I will put on that other garment.  I cannot until I am finished with my earthly mission here."  Then he will go back and put on his garment, returning to his robes of glory, as each of us will.) (Temple and Cosmos: Beyond This Ignorant Present, p. 118)

Oneness

Hugh Nibley - The main theme of [the Book of Mormon and the forty-day writings] is how the Lord made the disciples one with each other by making them one with himself and his Father.  In founding the church, it was this oneness which, according to both texts, he desired of the Father more than anything else.  Accordingly, in two short prayers in the Book of Mormon, one four verses long (3 Nephi 19:20-23) and the other only two verses (3 Nephi 19:28-29), we find no less than 69 personal pronouns!  Thus the second prayer ends:  "that they may be purified in me, and I may be in them as thou, Father, art in me, that we may be one, that I may be glorified in them" (3 Nephi 19:29). 

These utterances, astonishing as they seem, are actually matched and even surpassed in the Gospel of John 14-17, where the mingling of identities becomes positively overpowering.  Plainly we are in the same thought-world as John, treating matters concerning which the most persistent repetition fails to convince the Christian world.  John and Nephi tell us that Father, Son, and Holy Ghost are one in exactly the same way that they want the apostles and all the other members of the church to be one with them and with each other.  (Since Cumorah, p. 177)
What Is It That Ye Desire Of Me?
3 Nephi 28:1 - And it came to pass when Jesus had said these words, he spake unto his disciples, one by one, saying unto them:  What is it that ye desire of me, after that I am gone to the Father?
Hugh Nibley – [In the forty day literature] "Thomas says unto Jesus, Behold, O Lord, thou hast in thy goodness bestowed every grace upon us.  But there yet remains one thing which we would that thou wouldst grant unto us."  This is a common theme in the "forty-day" accounts, where the apostles, after having received all knowledge and enlightenment and become perfectly one with Jesus, have yet one question to ask him but are abashed at the presumption of asking, until Jesus, who knows what is in their hearts, tells them he knows what it is they desire and that they need not be ashamed, for it is a worthy request. … 

"We desire, O Lord, that we may see how things are with the dead who lie in their tombs, whom thou hast raised up to be a sign of thy resurrection to take place for us. … We desire to see the bones which have fallen apart in the tomb, how they are reunited one to another, that the dead may speak."  What follows shows that this is plainly a post-resurrectional tradition, for in answer to their request Thomas and two friends are shown the raising of Lazarus, at whose coming forth the whole cemetery revolves on its axis, and "the dead arose and came forth because of the voice of Jesus."

Such a mass resurrection could, of course, only take place after the Lord himself had been resurrected. … At the moment Jesus calls Lazarus forth, Adam also hears his voice and cries:  "This voice which I hear is the voice of my Creator and my Redeemer.  This is the voice of Him who was my glory when he addressed me in Paradise. … O my son, Lazarus, take greetings to My Creator. O when will the time come when I too may hear the voice of life calling me?"

Before he grants the wish of the apostles, Jesus says to the people, "More blessed are they who have not seen but believed than they who have seen and not believed," which is akin to the Book of Mormon, "blessed are ye if ye shall believe … after that ye have seen me. … And again, more blessed are they who shall believe in your words" (i.e., without having seen) (3 Nephi 12:1-2).  Then the [Egyptian] text adds, "You see how many miracles and signs I did among the Jews, and yet they did not believe me."  This again compares with 3 Nephi 19:35:  "So great faith have I never seen among all the Jews; wherefore I could not show unto them so great miracles, because of their unbelief." (Since Cumorah, p. 179)
D&C 46:30 - He that asketh in the Spirit asketh according to the will of God; wherefore it is done even as he asketh.

What would you ask?

(Lesson by Zan and Misty Larsen. http://lessons.elarsen.net.)
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Method #1

1. How much of the four gospels are devoted to the final 7 days of his life?  (See “Four Gospels.xlsm”)
2. There are two problems here for non-Mormon Christians 
a. It is important but the Bible doesn’t really cover it.

b. Possibly there was a private level of the gospel beyond what was publically written.  (Compare to our temple ordinances.)

3. Hand out the sheets.
Method #2
1. Previously we talked about 15+ NT post-resurrection events.

2. Where else could we read about these types of things that happened in the Bible lands?

3. Dead Sea Scrolls, Qumran, when, where

4. Nag Hammadi

5. How do we know if these writings are true?

6. Take a lesson from another group of ancient writings, the apocrypha.  What are they? When?
7. Remember when Joseph Smith was doing the inspired translation of the Bible?  The apocrypha was around in his time and he wondered whether he should translate them too.  Anyone remember that?  What did he find out?

8. D&C 91

9. Why are we even concerned about with this stuff?

· Might be true words of the Lord

· Craving for that post-resurrectional time

· Introduction – might be the only place and time you’ll have the chance to see it for many years.



Extra Material

James 1:5, New English Bible – If any of you falls short in wisdom, he should ask God for it and it will be given him, for God is a generous giver who neither refuses nor reproaches anyone.

The last words written in the New Testament are these –

John 21:25 - And there are also many other things which Jesus did, the which, if they should be written every one, I suppose that even the world itself could not contain the books that should be written. Amen.

See the chapter titled “Evangelium Quadraginta Dierum: the Forty-Day Mission of Christ-the Forgotten Heritage” in Mormonism and Early Christianity by Hugh W. Nibley, starting on p.10.

See Hugh W. Nibley, “Christ among the Ruins,” Ensign, July 1983, 14


Theodore M. Burton, “Neither Cryptic Nor Hidden,” Ensign, May 1977, 28
Following his resurrection Jesus must have received from God additional power and knowledge much beyond what he knew and experienced in the flesh. Yet we find practically nothing of the things he taught during the forty days he instructed his disciples following his resurrection. What did he teach them?

We have much of what Jesus taught during the three years of his earth ministry. But singularly, we have little of the teachings of the resurrected Christ. Surely those ideas and concepts were more important than what he taught during mortality!

I err, however, if I give the impression that we know nothing of what Jesus taught during that forty-day period. Those doctrines are given in a guarded fashion by his apostles as they wrote the saints. Not everyone would understand their writings, but certainly those to whom they wrote would understand. An example is given in John’s first letter, chapter 2, verse 20:

“But ye have an unction [or anointing] from the Holy One, and ye know all things.”

Which church today understands and uses an anointing to teach its members all things as further explained in verse 27?

“But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach you: but as the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in him.”

Now this statement, its meaning hidden from the present Christian world, must have had important meaning for those to whom John wrote. Devout members of our Church will recognize and understand this doctrine in the same way the ancient Christians did.

Another example is found in the teachings of Paul in 2 Corinthians, chapter 1, verses 21–22:

“Now he which stablisheth us with you in Christ, and hath anointed us, is God;

“Who hath also sealed us, and given the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts.” [2 Cor. 1:21–22]
Now the sealing power mentioned by Paul was given to Peter, James, and John on the Mount of Transfiguration. This same sealing power restored by Elijah the prophet was later given by Jesus to all his apostles as recorded in Matthew 18, verse 18:

“Verily I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” [Matt. 18:18]
The instructions and teachings of Jesus following his crucifixion were so sacred that they were not reduced to writing. Nevertheless, hints were given to faithful members of the early church as the apostles urged them to be more faithful in the discharge of their Christian duties…

Since “God is no respecter of persons” (Acts 10:34), it would be unjust to condemn those who may not have had a full opportunity while living on the earth to hear the gospel preached. Some were born at times and places where it was impossible for them to hear the message of salvation. To condemn them without an opportunity to accept the gospel while living would be unfair. Salvation for the dead was one of those concepts taught during the forty days following the resurrection of Jesus.

Peter explained that the reason Jesus went to those spirits in prison was to bring them the gospel. This is found in his first letter, chapter 4, verse 6:

“For for this cause was the gospel preached also to them that are dead, that they might be judged according to men in the flesh [that is, be judged on the same basis and principles as were men and women who live on the earth], but live according to God in the spirit” [1 Pet. 4:6]—that is, to receive salvation by accepting earthly ordinances in the spirit world after those ordinances had been done for them by proxy on the earth.

This principle of salvation for all mankind reflects the mercy, the kindness, and the love of God for all his children. Isn’t it strange that such a noble and important principle should be forgotten and no longer practiced in the present Christian world?

Such practices were part and parcel of the early Christian church. The work of salvation for the dead was such a common practice that Paul even used it as a proof that resurrection would come to all. In his first letter to the Corinthians, in chapter 15, verse 29, he wrote:

“Else what shall they do which are baptized for the dead, if the dead rise not at all? why are they then baptized for the dead?” [1 Cor. 15:29]
Nothing could be clearer that proxy ordinance work for the dead was practiced by the early Christians.

That kingdom is now rolling forth. There are prophets again on the earth who teach those same sacred principles revealed by Jesus during the forty days immediately following his resurrection. A realization of this fact is a vivid warning to all present members of the Church to qualify themselves by righteous living to receive these blessings. They will be revealed to the righteous who will believe and practice them.

We can see a hastening of the work today as the world shows a remarkable upsurge of interest in genealogy. It comes so naturally that few can see the hand of the Lord in it, but it is there. People interested in genealogy will undoubtedly ask the question, “Why?” If they will only search for an answer to that question, they will find the restored gospel and receive power from on high just as did those ancient members of the church of Jesus Christ.

We see an increased velocity in temple building in the Church and an increased activity in the work of salvation for the dead. It is a warning to members of the Church to take this work more seriously. It is a continuation and a perfecting of missionary activity; in fact, it is a vital part of it. To neglect this responsibility is to endanger one’s own salvation.

You can feel the urgency of this work in the air. You can see the hastening hand of the Lord at work. You can sense the necessity to get on with this work. I feel I must teach it wherever I go so that member and nonmember alike may search for that knowledge, which is neither cryptic nor hidden to those who know and love the Lord. This is my testimony in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.



Growth in Organization - In the four Gospels, the only church officers mentioned are apostles and seventies.  It is worthy of note that … only six months before the crucifixion, Jesus had spoken of the establishment of his church as a future eventuality: "Upon this rock I will build my church."  It is Paul who [much later] indicates that the Lord provided an organization, such as evangelists, pastors, bishops, teachers, and deacons, for the perfecting of the saints and the work of the ministry. (Eph. 4:11-14; 1 Tim. 3:1-7; 2 Tim. 4:5; Titus 1:7-9.)  Perhaps a key to understanding the Lord's process for church organization is to be found in the early verses of Luke's Acts of the Apostles: The Lord Jesus, through the Holy Ghost, gave commandments to those early apostles, "… being seen of them forty days, and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God." (Acts 1:2-3)  It may be, therefore, that the Savior provided the more complex church organization (similar to what we know in the latter-day church) during his forty-day ministry … (From Robert L. Millet’s chapter “The Saga Of The Early Christian Church” in Studies in Scripture, Vol. 6: Acts to Revelation, p. 2)


Example of Joseph Smith using ancient documents –

Joseph Smith - If we believe in present revelation, as published in the Times and Seasons last spring, Abraham, the prophet of the Lord, was laid upon the iron bedstead for slaughter; and the book of Jasher, which has not been disproved as a bad author, says he was cast into the fire of the Chaldees. (Times and Seasons, 3:902, as quoted in Encyclopedia of Joseph Smith's Teachings, edited by Larry E. Dahl and Donald Q.Cannon, p. 3)  

