Gethsemane and the Cross
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The Oil Press

· Often the olives that were to be eaten were handpicked to prevent bruising.

· Olives were harvested either by beating the branches with poles or by stripping the fruit by hand. 

· During Old Testament times, the ripe olives were pounded to a pulp in pestles (Isa. 17:6) or under people's feet (Micah 6:15). The pulp was collected in reed baskets, and the oil was allowed to drain off. This first oil, the finest, was called "beaten oil" (Lev. 24:2; Ex. 29:40; 1 Kings 5:11). The people then extracted more oil by heating and pressing the pulp again.

· During the time of Jesus, new olive-pressing systems were in use. In one system, the olives were placed in a large circular basin in which a great wheel-shaped millstone rolled in a circle. The stone was turned by an animal (e.g., a donkey) or by people.

· The pulp was then collected in baskets, which were stacked several layers high in (or over) stone pits. A stone weight was placed on top of the baskets, and a heavy wooden beam, with one end in a hole in the wall nearby (often these presses were found in caves) was placed across the pile of baskets. Stone weights were hung from the beam, applying enormous pressure to the olives and squeezing the oil from the pulp.

· It is likely that [Gethsemane] was a cave somewhere on the Mount of Olives where the olives of the nearby groves were pressed. http://community.gospelcom.net/Brix?pageID=2749)
What is the Hebrew word for “oil press”?

Russell M. Nelson - Jesus came to the base of the Mount of Olives to effect the first component of the Atonement. This He did at the Garden of Gethsemane. The word Gethsemane comes from two Hebrew roots: gath, meaning “press,” and shemen, meaning “oil,” especially that of the olive.

There olives had been pressed under the weight of great stone wheels to squeeze precious oil from the olives. So The Christ in the Garden of Gethsemane was literally pressed under the weight of the sins of the world. He sweated great drops of blood—his life’s “oil”—which issued from every pore.

Jesus was accorded titles of unique significance. One was the Messiah, which in Hebrew means “anointed.” The other was the Christ, which in the Greek language means “anointed” as well. In our day, as it was in His day, the ordinance of administration to the sick includes anointing with the consecrated oil of the olive. So the next time you witness consecrated oil being anointed on the head of one to be blessed, and these sacred words are said, “I anoint you with this consecrated oil,” remember what that original consecration cost. Remember what it meant to all who had ever lived and who ever would yet live. Remember the redemptive power of healing, soothing, and ministering to those in need. Remember, just as the body of the olive, which was pressed for the oil that gave light, so the Savior was pressed. From every pore oozed the lifeblood of our Redeemer. Throughout the joyous days of your mission, when your cup of gladness runs over, remember His cup of bitterness which made it possible. And when sore trials come upon you, remember Gethsemane. (“Why This Holy Land?” Ensign, Dec. 1989, p. 13)
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D&C 19:18-19 - Which suffering caused myself, even God, the greatest of all, to tremble because of pain, and to bleed at every pore, and to suffer both body and spirit—and would that I might not drink the bitter cup, and shrink— Nevertheless, glory be to the Father, and I partook and finished my preparations unto the children of men.
Truman G. Madsen - He who never took a backward step from the will of the Father, he who was supersensitive, could and did feel. For us. With us. The pressure worked upon him, as the olive press worked upon the olive." [After his death on the cross,] at the last, a spear was thrust into his side. Out of it flowed water and blood, as oil flows from the purged and pressed olive. To produce olive oil, the refined olives had to be crushed in a press. The mellowed and seasoned olives were placed in strong bags and flattened on a furrowed stone. Then a huge crushing circular rock was rolled around on top, paced by a mule or an ox and a stinging whip. Another method used heavy wooden levers or screws twisting beams downward like a winch upon the stone with the same effect: pressure, pressure, pressure—until the oil flowed.

The root word for Messiah in the book of Daniel means “anointed one,” with connotations of coronation and ordination. This was the night when in the hardest of hard ways, he would become the anointed one. The word Messias, as used by John, has another Hebrew root: Yitshar, meaning to glow with light as one glistens when one is anointed. To merit that name, to take it upon him, to seal it everlastingly upon himself—to become the Light of the worlds—Jesus was required to tread the press. 

In eventual triumph the Messiah was to say, “I have trodden the … press” (in this case the winepress, not the olive press, but the two merge in allegory as in life) “and none were with me.” “The Lamb of God hath … trodden the wine-press alone, even the wine-press of the fierceness of the wrath of Almighty God.” 

It is one thing to take off one’s sandals and trample the grapes in the stone vat. It is another to be trodden upon, trampled, crushed until the very tissues of the heart cry out for relief and release and until “mercy hath compassion on mercy and claimeth her own” (D&C 88:40), “that he may know, according to the flesh, how to succor his people.” (Alma 7:12.) (“The Olive Press,” Ensign, Dec. 1982, p. 57)

The Final Night and Day - Insights from the Joseph Smith Translation
The footnotes and the Bible appendix do not contain all of the JST.  The full volume is published by the Reorganized Church. 
Each JST passage below is marked as coming from a footnote, the Bible’s appendix, or “other” for the full account.  
	King James Version
	Joseph Smith Translation and Source

	1.  Mark 14:10 - And Judas Iscariot, one of the twelve, went unto the chief priests, to betray him unto them.
	Mark 14:30–31 - And he [Jesus] said unto Judas Iscariot, What thou doest, do quickly; but beware of innocent blood. Nevertheless, Judas Iscariot, even one of the twelve, went unto the chief priests, to betray Jesus unto them; for he turned away from him, and was offended because of his words. (Other)

	2.  Mark 14:32-33 - And they came to a place which was named Gethsemane: and he saith to his disciples, Sit ye here, while I shall pray. And he taketh with him Peter and James and John, and began to be sore amazed, and to be very heavy.  (Amplified Bible - … and began to be struck with terror and amazement and deeply troubled and depressed.)
	Mark 14:36–38 - And they came to a place which was named Gethsemane; which was a garden; and the disciples began to be sore amazed, and to be very heavy, and to complain in their hearts, wondering if this be the Messiah. And Jesus knowing their hearts, said to his disciples, Sit ye here, while I shall pray.  And he taketh with him, Peter, and James, and John, and rebuked them, and said unto them, My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death; tarry ye here and watch. (Bible Appendix)

	3. Mark 14:37–38 - And he cometh, and findeth them sleeping, and saith unto Peter, Simon, sleepest thou? couldest not thou watch one hour?  Watch ye and pray, lest ye enter into temptation. The spirit truly is ready, but the flesh is weak.
	Mark 14:41–43 - And he cometh and findeth them sleeping, and said unto Peter, Simon, sleepest thou? Couldest not thou watch one hour?  mark 14:38Watch ye and pray, lest ye enter into temptation.  mark 14:43And they said unto him, The spirit truly is ready, but the flesh is weak. (Other)

	4.  Mark 14:42 - Rise up, let us go; lo, he that betrayeth me is at hand.
	Mark 14:47 - And after they had finished their sleep, he said, Rise up, let us go; lo, he who betrayeth me is at hand.  (Other)

	5.  Matt. 27:50 - Jesus, when he had cried again with a loud voice, yielded up the ghost.
	Matthew 27:54 - Jesus when he had cried again with a loud voice, saying, Father, it is finished, thy will is done, yielded up the ghost. (Footnote)                              (Taken from Andrew C. Skinner, Ensign, June 1999, p. 15)


David B. Cummings – There are several biblical references to the sign of the prophet Jonah, including the following: "But he answered and said unto them, An evil and adulterous generation seeketh after a sign; and there shall no sign be given to it, but the sign of the prophet Jonas: For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale's belly; so shall the Son of man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth" (Matthew 12:39–40) … Joseph Smith added "save the sign of the prophet Jonah; for as Jonah was three days and three nights in the whale's belly, so likewise shall the Son of Man be buried in the bowels of the earth" (Mark 8:12 JST). 

… A Friday crucifixion leads to only two days of darkness in the New World. However, a Thursday crucifixion matches the three days of darkness prophesied by Samuel the Lamanite (Helaman 14:20, 27), Zenos (1 Nephi 19:10), and Nephi the son of Lehi (2 Nephi 25:13) and witnessed by the Nephi the son of Nephi (3 Nephi 8:19, 23; 10:9) ... These conclusions may not be readily accepted, but the alternative would seem to be two days of darkness in the New World rather than three.
Thursday proponents accept Matthew 12:40, counting part of Thursday afternoon as a whole day and part of Sunday morning before dawn as a whole night. A Thursday reckoning also depends on a Passover Sabbath falling on Friday before the weekly Sabbath on Saturday—that is, the mention of "that sabbath day" being "an high day" (John 19:31) is believed to mark Friday as the Passover Sabbath rather than the weekly Sabbath on Saturday; whereas Friday advocates believe it identifies the two Sabbaths as the same day. (“Three Days and Three Nights: Reassessing Jesus' Entombment”, Journal of Book of Mormon Studies, v. 16, no. 1, 2007, p. 56–63.  In other words, there are two types of Sabbaths, Saturday Sabbaths and chief holidays falling not on Saturday.)
1 Nephi 11:16 - Knowest thou the condescension of God?

Con·de·scend - To descend from the privileges of superior rank or dignity, to do some act to an inferior, which strict justice or the ordinary rules of civility do not require… To stoop or descend; to yield; to submit; implying a relinquishment of rank, or dignity of character, and sometimes a sinking into debasement. (Webster’s 1828 Dictionary)

Philippians 2:5-8 - … But [Christ] made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant …
Amplified Bible - But stripped Himself (of all privileges and rightful dignity), so as to assume the guise of a servant (slave), in that He became like men …
New American Standard Bible - …But emptied Himself [laid aside His privileges], taking the form of a bond-servant.

Mosiah 3:7 - And lo, he shall suffer temptations, and pain of body, hunger, thirst, and fatigue, even more than man can suffer, except it be unto death …
Russell M. Nelson – [Christ] said, “I thirst.” To a doctor of medicine, this is a very meaningful expression. Doctors know that when a patient goes into shock because of blood loss, invariably that patient—if still conscious—with parched and shriveled lips cries for water. (“The Atonement,” Ensign, Nov. 1996, p. 33)

Neal A. Maxwell – Jesus is further described as having come to know our sicknesses, griefs, pains, and infirmities as well ... Since not all human sorrow and pain is connected to sin, the full intensiveness of the Atonement involved bearing our pains, infirmities, and sicknesses, as well as our sins. (Not My Will, But Thine, p. 51)  (Lesson by Zan & Misty Larsen)
Extra Material

[Don’t get yourself mixed up. The 4th JST passage is indeed from Mark 14:47, but it’s verse 42 in the KJV.  In our big red book of the New Testament JST it is listed as verse 42.]

See Charting The New Testament, chart #2-9, for a photo and chart of olive processing.

Russell M. Nelson - … I would like to share a remarkable quotation that I found in a rare book in London one day while searching through the library of the British Museum. It was published as a twentieth-century English translation of an ancient Coptic text. It was written by Timothy, Patriarch of Alexandria, who died in A.D. 385. This record refers to the creation of Adam. Premortal Jesus is speaking of His Father:

"He . . . made Adam according to Our image and likeness, and He left him lying for forty days and forty nights without putting breath into him. And He heaved sighs over him daily, saying, `If I put breath into this [man], he must suffer many pains.' And I said unto My Father, `Put breath into him; I will be an advocate for him.' And My Father said unto Me, `If I put breath into him, My beloved Son, Thou wilt be obliged to go down into the world, and to suffer many pains for him before Thou shalt have redeemed him, and made him to come back to his primal state.' And I said unto My Father, `Put breath into him; I will be his advocate, and I will go down into the world, and will fulfil Thy command.' " (Perfection Pending, and Other Favorite Discourses, p. 157, also quoted by him in his Conference address, “The Creation,” Ensign, May 2000, p. 84.)
Robert L. Millet - It was during the closing hours of our Savior's mortal life that he "[trod] the winepress [or, we might say, oil press, since the word Gethsemane means literally "garden of the oil press"] alone, even the oil press "of the fierceness of the wrath of Almighty God" (see D&C 76:107; Isaiah 63:3). (Doctrinal Commentary on the Book of Mormon, v. 2, p. 49.)
Andrew C. Skinner - The image of Jesus, bloody, bruised and humiliated, stumbling along while attempting to bear the weight of the cross, in many ways seems to symbolize and capsulize the profound lessons we need to learn from the Savior's life. Under the most adverse circumstances he moved along that course which would take him to the completion of his mission. He was loyal to the Father. Perhaps that is why one of the greatest, if not the greatest, discourses ever given on the Atonement uses the symbolic imagery of enduring "the crosses of the world." (2 Ne. 9:18) Faithfully bearing up under such loads prepares us for the kingdom of God. We cannot enjoy the association of the Savior without offering sacrifice in the similitude of the Savior, suffering tribulation in his name. (D&C 138:12-13) We must be loyal to him as he was loyal to the Father. However, we can be sure that our Lord will be with us in our trials, lifting the burden of our crosses. After all, who understands better those kinds of needs than one whose cross was carried by someone else for a while?  (From his chapter in Studies in Scripture, v. 5, p. 450-451)
Rodney Turner - No sooner had Judas Iscariot left on his malevolent mission than Jesus announced: "Now is the Son of man glorified, and God is glorified in him." (John 13:31) Significantly, this reference to his death is immediately followed by: "A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another." (John 13:34; 15:12, 17) The Son of Man was a pure prism through which the Father's love had been reflected upon the Twelve. His juxtaposition of the principles of sacrifice and love was not accidental. The truest, purest expression of love is sacrifice. In willingly laying down his life, the Son testified to all the world of his love for his Father. (John 14:31) By that same act, Jesus demonstrated the supernal affection he felt toward those he called friends. (John 15:13) …

And it was a new commandment. The command to love God and one's neighbor was not new; Israel had been so instructed by Moses himself. (Deut. 6:5; Lev. 19:18) In his ministry, Jesus simply reconfirmed these foundation principles upon which all else was predicated (Mark 12:28-34) But before departing, he gave his apostles the "new commandment" because they needed to know love as he knew it: edifying, holy, changeless, all-encompassing, and filled with intelligence. Indeed, a critical factor that sets divine love apart from its earthly counterparts is that it is permeated with light and truth—intelligence—the glory of God.  (From his chapter in Studies in Scripture, Vol. 5: The Gospels, p. 419-420)
Marion G. Romney - . . . I cannot here discuss with you in detail what the atonement of the Savior means to us. But without it, no man or woman would ever be resurrected. . . . And so all the world, believers and nonbelievers, are indebted to the Redeemer for their certain resurrection, because the resurrection will be as wide as was the fall, which brought death to every man.
There is another phase of the atonement which makes me love the Savior even more, and fills my soul with gratitude beyond expression. It is that in addition to atoning for Adam's transgression, thereby bringing about the resurrection, the Savior by his suffering paid the debt for my personal sins. He paid the debt for your personal sins and for the personal sins of every living soul that ever dwelt upon the earth or that ever will dwell in mortality upon the earth. But this he did conditionally. The benefits of this suffering for our individual transgressions will not come to us unconditionally in the same sense that the resurrection will come regardless of what we do. If we partake of the blessings of the atonement as far as our individual transgressions are concerned, we must obey the law.
And it is perfectly just that we are required to obey it because through the fall of Adam, man's free agency was preserved. We had nothing to do with death's coming into the world; death came as a consequence of Adam's fall. But we have everything to do with our own acts. When we commit sin, we are estranged from God and rendered unfit to enter into his presence. No unclean thing can enter into his presence. We cannot of ourselves, no matter how we may try, rid ourselves of the stain which is upon us as a result of our own transgressions. That stain must be washed away by the blood of the Redeemer, and he has set up the way by which that stain may be removed. That way is the gospel of Jesus Christ. The gospel requires us to believe in the Redeemer, accept his atonement, repent of our sins, be baptized by immersion for the remission of our sins, receive the gift of the Holy Ghost by the laying on of hands, and continue faithfully to observe, or do the best we can to observe, the principles of the gospel all the days of our lives. (Conference Report, October 1953, pp. 34-36)
Russell M. Nelson - The ordeal of the Atonement centered about the city of Jerusalem. There the greatest single act of love of all recorded history took place. Leaving the upper room, Jesus and His friends crossed the deep ravine east of the city and came to a garden of olive trees on the lower slopes of the Mount of Olives. There in the garden bearing the Hebrew name of Gethsemane—meaning “oil-press”—olives had been beaten and pressed to provide oil and food. There at Gethsemane, the Lord “suffered the pain of all men, that all … might repent and come unto him.” He took upon Himself the weight of the sins of all mankind, bearing its massive load that caused Him to bleed from every pore. 

Later He was beaten and scourged. A crown of sharp thorns was thrust upon His head as an additional form of torture. He was mocked and jeered. He suffered every indignity at the hands of His own people. “I came unto my own,” He said, “and my own received me not.” Instead of their warm embrace, He received their cruel rejection. Then He was required to carry His own cross to the hill of Calvary, where He was nailed to that cross and made to suffer excruciating pain.

Later He said, “I thirst.” To a doctor of medicine, this is a very meaningful expression. Doctors know that when a patient goes into shock because of blood loss, invariably that patient—if still conscious—with parched and shriveled lips cries for water. (“The Atonement,” Ensign, Nov. 1996, p. 33)



Comments by Andrew C. Skinner (“Restored Light on the Savior’s Last Week in Mortality,” Ensign, June 1999, p. 15)
Regarding JST Mark 14:36–38 - Note that the Joseph Smith Translation says this actually happened to the disciples instead.
Regarding JST Mark 14:41-43 - The JST tell us that after Jesus awakened them, it was the disciples who responded with the famous words the KJV attributes to Jesus.

Regarding JST Mark 14:47 - In the JST we also see that Jesus finally let His disciples finish their sleep before summoning them to confront the approaching betrayer.



QUESTION: How many excerpts or corrections in the Joseph Smith Translation were included in the new LDS edition of the Bible; and why were not all of them included?

ROBERT J. MATTHEWS: In the LDS edition of the King James Bible, there are close to 700 actual verses from the JST in the footnotes and in the appendix. There seemed no need to include in the footnotes the text to the book of Moses or the text to chapter 24 of Matthew, since it was felt that everyone who had the new LDS edition of the Bible would also have a Pearl of Great Price. It seemed to be a saving of space not to include the text of Moses and chapter 24 of Matthew in those footnotes. If we count close to 700 verses that are there, plus the 400 in the book of Moses and 70 or so in chapter 24 of Matthew, we have around 1150 passages or verses available to us from the JST. That gives a clue as to how many we have.

Now, why were they not all included? I can give you two of the reasons. First, the book was getting large anyway. Second, we do have essentially all the changes that are obviously, plainly doctrinal. This was a matter of judgment. Another practical consideration was that the Reorganized Church has the original manuscript, and they have it copyrighted. They own it as far as the laws of the land can establish that. It seemed to be a bit of prudence not to go to them and say, "We want you to give all of the JST to us." So what was done was this: a selection was made of about 700 verses, a list of those verses was prepared, and it was presented to the RLDS historian. We indicated that we were planning a new edition of the Bible, had intentions to use some JST footnotes; and were going to fit these into the text. The RLDS Church historian felt that this would be a great idea. When the job was done, we wanted some agreement between the publishing houses, the Herald House for the Reorganized Church and Deseret Book Company for the LDS Church. A legal contract was drawn up and the RLDS Church was gracious and even pleased that we wanted to use the JST. You see, that's a good sign, and it left a sweet feeling, a good taste in their mouth. They were not asked for everything, but I do think we have everything that is doctrinally significant.

QUESTION: Can and should we purchase Joseph Smith's translation of the Bible to use in teaching classes in the Church? Would it be appropriate to do so?

ROBERT J. MATTHEWS: I think everybody on the stand here behind me and two-thirds of you there in the congregation would say "Yes, you can"; "Yes, you should"; "Yes, it would be appropriate."

(Joseph Smith Translation: The Restoration of Plain and Precious Things, p. 302)



The photo of screw-type oil press is from www.ida.net/users/rdk/ces/Lesson25/lesson25.html, an institute instructor’s website.



Marion G. Romney - … All the world, believers and nonbelievers, are indebted to the Redeemer for their certain resurrection.  … He [also] paid the debt for the personal sins of every living soul that ever dwelt upon the earth or that ever will dwell in mortality upon the earth. But this he did conditionally. … It is perfectly just that we are required to obey [the law] because through the fall of Adam, man's free agency was preserved. We had nothing to do with death's coming into the world; death came as a consequence of Adam's fall. But we have everything to do with our own acts. (Conference Report, October 1953, p. 34-36.)



The Day of the Crucifixion

(The expanded version of the Cummings quote.)

David B. Cummings – There are several biblical references to the sign of the prophet Jonah, including the following: "But he answered and said unto them, An evil and adulterous generation seeketh after a sign; and there shall no sign be given to it, but the sign of the prophet Jonas: For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale's belly; so shall the Son of man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth" (Matthew 12:39–40).

In these verses the Savior equates the duration of his own prophesied burial with Jonah's burial. Passages in Matthew 16:4 and Luke 11:29 refer to the sign of the prophet Jonah but without giving its length. Mark 8:12 says, "There shall no sign be given unto this generation," to which the prophet Joseph Smith added "save the sign of the prophet Jonah; for as Jonah was three days and three nights in the whale's belly, so likewise shall the Son of Man be buried in the bowels of the earth" (Mark 8:12 JST). This seems to add significance to the Savior's prophetic pronouncement on his interment.

… A Friday crucifixion leads to only two days of darkness in the New World. However, a Thursday crucifixion matches the three days of darkness prophesied by Samuel the Lamanite (Helaman 14:20, 27), Zenos (1 Nephi 19:10), and Nephi the son of Lehi (2 Nephi 25:13) and witnessed by the Nephi the son of Nephi (3 Nephi 8:19, 23; 10:9) ... These conclusions may not be readily accepted, but the alternative would seem to be two days of darkness in the New World rather than three. (“Three Days and Three Nights: Reassessing Jesus' Entombment”, Journal of Book of Mormon Studies, v. 16, no. 1, 2007, p. 56–63)


Philippians 2:5-8 - Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.

Amplified Bible - … But stripped Himself (of all privileges and rightful dignity), so as to assume the guise of a servant (slave), in that He became like men and was born a human being.

New American Standard Bible - …But emptied Himself [laid aside His privileges], taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men.

Mosiah 3:7 - And lo, he shall suffer temptations, and pain of body, hunger, thirst, and fatigue, even more than man can suffer, except it be unto death; for behold, blood cometh from every pore, so great shall be his anguish for the wickedness and the abominations of his people.
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