Seek Ye Earnestly
the Best Gifts 

7th Article of Faith - We believe in the gift of tongues, prophecy, revelation, visions, healing, interpretation of tongues, etc.
Moroni 10:7-8 - And ye may know that he is, by the power of the Holy Ghost; wherefore I would exhort you that ye deny not the power of God; for he worketh by power…  And again, I exhort you, my brethren, that ye deny not the gifts of God, for they are many; and they come from the same God… 

Truman Madsen - And now the category of spiritual gifts.  We insist on the part of the restoration that all of the gifts and blessings and powers that one can trace historically in the Book of Acts or trace as promises in the counsels of prophets, need to be central to the church or the church is no longer Christ's.  That has been met with the charge that these gifts ended with John the Revelator, that those who claimed face-to-face communion with God or spiritual charismatic gifts from Him were lunatics.  First [other churches] claimed these gifts were absent, then unimportant, then undesirable, and finally, impossible.  (“Are Christians Mormon?” BYU Studies, v. 15, no. 1, p. 88)
Robert C. Freeman - Scholars have remarked about the abundance of gifts in what is termed "the apostolic age" as well as the gradual cessation of those gifts, reflecting the loss of authority on earth.  The departure of such endowments was one of the casualties of the great apostasy.  One biblical scholar noted: "Concerning these [spiritual gifts], our whole information must be derived from Scripture, because they appear to have vanished with the disappearance of the Apostles themselves, and there is no authentic account of their existence in the Church in any writings of a later date than the books of the New Testament.”  (From his chapter in The Apostle Paul, His Life and His Testimony: The 23d Annual Sidney B. Sperry Symposium, p. 44)
Carlos E. Asay - Note the words of John Wesley, one of the Protestant reformers, who recognized the relationship between gifts of the Holy Ghost and the living church of Christ: "It does not appear that these extraordinary gifts of the Holy Ghost were common in the Church for more than two or three centuries.  We seldom hear of them after that fatal period when the Emperor Constantine called himself a Christian … From this time they almost totally ceased.  … The Christians had no more of the Spirit of Christ than the other Heathens … This was the real cause why the extraordinary gifts of the Holy Ghost were no longer to be found in the Christian Church; because the Christians were turned Heathens again, and had only a dead form left”.  (In the Lord's Service: A Guide to Spiritual Development, p. 119)
Joseph Smith History 1:19 - The Personage who addressed me said that all their creeds were an abomination in his sight; that those professors were all corrupt; that: “they draw near to me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me, they teach for doctrines the commandments of men, having a form of godliness, but they deny the power thereof.”  
Truman Madsen - But it is clear on our generation that … a religious man cannot abide the absence of these gifts.  Everything in the Book of Acts has been sought, often in counterfeit forms… So there are what are called the underground church movements, the holiness movements, the cultivation of glossolalia or spontaneous speaking in tongues.  In Ann Arbor [Michigan] for example, Protestants and Catholics meet together each week in a Catholic basilica to cultivate the gift of tongues and interpretation of tongues, the gift of healing, and the gift of prophecy.  "Faith-healing" has become almost big business in this country.  And the other gifts are no longer officially or unofficially claimed to be unessential.  We can argue whether the phenomena are genuine or counterfeit.  What we cannot argue is the thirst for them and the new recognition that they were anciently part and parcel of the church. (ibid.)

Gifts of the Spirit
As found in verses in 1 Corinthians 12 (“Cor”), 
Moroni 10 (“Mor”), D&C 46, 
and in Article of Faith 7

	
	
	Cor
	Mor
	D&C
	AoF

	1.
	To know that Jesus Christ is the Son of God
	
	
	13
	

	2.
	To have a testimony of the atonement
	
	
	13
	

	3.
	To believe on the words of those who know
	
	
	14
	

	4.
	To know the differences of administration
	5
	
	15
	

	5.
	To know the diversities of operations
	6
	
	16
	

	6.
	To have wisdom
	8
	
	17
	

	7.
	To have knowledge
	8
	
	18
	

	8.
	To teach the word of wisdom
	
	9
	
	

	9.
	To teach the word of knowledge
	
	10
	
	

	10.
	To have faith
	9
	11
	
	

	11.
	To have faith to be healed
	
	
	19
	

	12.
	To heal
	9
	11
	20
	(

	13.
	To work miracles
	10
	12
	21
	

	14.
	To prophesy
	10
	13
	22
	(

	15.
	To discern spirits
	10
	14
	23
	

	16.
	To behold angels
	
	14
	
	

	17.
	To speak in tongues
	10
	15
	24
	(

	18.
	To interpret tongues
	10
	16
	25
	(

	19.
	To interpret languages
	
	16
	
	

	20.
	To receive revelation

	
	
	
	(

	21.
	To behold visions 

	
	
	
	(


(Adapted from Charting the New Testament, FARMS, chart 12-10)
Other Gifts

Bruce R. McConkie – [Additional gifts are mentioned] elsewhere in the scriptures: 

· … Knowing that the Book of Mormon is true; 

· … Judgment; 

· … Of teaching, exhortation, and preaching; 

· … Of declaring the gospel and of ministry; 

· … The interpretation of languages, and the gift of translation;

· The gift of seership, "and a gift which is greater can no man have.”
… In the fullest sense, they are infinite in number and endless in their manifestations.  (“Gifts of the Spirit“, Mormon Doctrine, p. 314-315)


(The following are excerpts from Gospel Principles, 
chapter 22, “The Gifts of the Spirit”)

Following baptism, each of us had hands laid on our heads to receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.  If we are faithful, we can have his influence constantly with us.  Through him, each of us can be blessed with certain spiritual powers called gifts of the Spirit.  These gifts are given to those who are faithful to Christ.  They help us know and teach the truths of the gospel.  They will help us bless others.  They will guide us back to our Heavenly Father.  To use our gifts wisely, we need to know what they are, how we can develop them, and how to recognize Satan’s imitations of them.

The Gift of Wisdom
“If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.  (James 1:5)  The Lord said, “Seek not for riches but for wisdom, and behold, the mysteries of God shall be unfolded unto you” (D&C 6:7).

The Gift of Knowledge
The Lord revealed, “If a person gains more knowledge and intelligence in this life through his diligence and obedience than another, he will have so much the advantage in the world to come” (D&C 130:19).  The Lord has commanded us to learn as much as we can about his work.  He wants us to learn about the heavens, the earth, things that have happened or will happen, things at home and in foreign lands.

The Gift of Teaching Wisdom and Knowledge
It can be used by parents to teach their children.  This gift also helps us instruct others so they can understand the gospel.

The Gift of Knowing that Jesus Christ is the Son of God
This has been the gift of prophets and apostles who have been called as special witnesses of Jesus Christ.  However, others are also given this gift.  Every person can have a testimony.  It usually comes through the whispering of the Holy Spirit but may come in a dream or vision.  
The Gift of Believing on the Testimony of Others
By the power of the Holy Ghost we may know the truth of all things.  If we want to know whether someone else is speaking the truth, we must ask God in faith.  If the thing we are praying about is true, the Lord will speak peace to our minds (see D&C 6:22-23).  In this way we can know when someone else, even the prophet, has received revelation.  Nephi asked the Lord to let him see, feel, and know that his father’s dream was true.

The Gift of Prophecy
Those who receive true revelations about the past, present, or future have the gift of prophecy.  Prophets have this gift, but we too can have it to help us govern our own lives.  We may receive revelations from God for ourselves and our own callings, but never for the Church or its leaders.  It is contrary to the order of heaven for a person to receive revelation for someone higher in authority.  If we truly have the gift of prophecy, we will not receive any revelation that does not agree with what the Lord has said in the scriptures.  
[Teachers’ note: prophetesses mentioned in the Bible include Miriam, Deborah (she was also a judge), Huldah, Noadiah, Isaiah’s wife, and Anna.  The early Christian writer Tertullian mentions two others, Prisca (or Priscillia) and Maximillia.  Presidents Heber J. Grant and Joseph F. Smith refer to Eliza R. Snow as a prophetess, as does Edward Partridge and Mary Fielding about Lucy Mack Smith.] 


The Gifts of “Differences of Administration” 
and “Diversities of Operation"

Richard O. Cowan – [Regarding D&C 46:15-16,] the phrases "differences of administration" and "diversities of operation" are also found in Paul's list of spiritual gifts (see 1 Corinthians 12:5-6). Understanding what Paul meant by them will help us better understand their significance in the Doctrine and Covenants. Dr. Sidney B. Sperry pointed out that referring to the Greek text of Paul's words clarifies their meaning: "Apparently by 'differences of administration' is meant the distinctive varieties of service and ministration by which things are accomplished in the Church" (Doctrine and Covenants Compendium, 196). The 1985 New International Version Study Bible notes that "the Greek word in its various forms is used to indicate service to the Christian community" and translates 1 Corinthians 12:5 as follows: "There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord."  

Similarly, Dr. Sperry continues, "diversities of operations" refers to "the workings, results, or effects" of various spiritual gifts. "One who by the gift of the Holy Ghost has the gift of knowing the 'diversities of operation' is one who may correctly discern whether a given service is of God or not" (Doctrine and Covenants Compendium, 197). The NIV Study Bible notes: "The Greek word indicates power that is in operation. Spiritual gifts produce results that are obvious." Its translation of 1 Corinthians 12:6 reads: "There are different kinds of working, but the same God works all of them in all men."  

The words of the revelation in D&C 46 emphasize that the gift is to "know" or understand these things. Priesthood bearers represent the Lord Jesus Christ, and so they should seek his guidance in their service. The Lord has promised that he will direct his servants (see, for example, D&C 100:4-5).  (Answers to Your Questions About the Doctrine and Covenants, p. 63-64)
We Can Develop Our Gifts

The Lord has said: “For all have not every gift given unto them; for there are many gifts, and to every man is given a gift by the Spirit of God.  To some is given one, and to some is given another, that all may be profited thereby” (D&C 46:11-12).

To develop our gifts, we must find out which gifts we have.  We do this by praying and fasting.  We should seek after the best gifts.  Sometimes patriarchal blessings will tell us which gifts we have been given.

We must be obedient and faithful to be given our gifts.  We then should use these gifts to do the work of the Lord.  They are not given to satisfy our curiosity or to prove anything to us because we lack faith.  Our gifts are to be used to build up the kingdom of God and to strengthen our testimonies.  (Gospel Principles, chapter 22)
Some Assembly Required

Neal A. Maxwell – While God endows us each with certain gifts and talents, these still require of us much personal self-discipline.  This is needed in order for us to develop and share these gifts fully.  God supplies the basic gift or talent, but it is we who are left to develop it, hone it, and share it.  Then, He will give the increase.  Rather than using the talent merely to please ourselves and to be owned possessively by us, let us share what God has so generously shared with us.  (That Ye May Believe, p. 122)
Do We Each Receive Only One Gift?

D&C 46:11 - … And to every man is given a gift by the Spirit of God.”  
D&C 46:8 - … Seek ye earnestly the best gifts.
Neal A. Maxwell - Each mortal is "endowed" genetically, environmentally, but also premortally.  We each have, for instance, at least one spiritual gift.  None of the approximately twenty gifts specified in the scriptures is insignificant.  Yet, if we despair, then whatever our gifts or talents, we have failed.  A gift is no gift until one gives it.  (Deposition of a Disciple, p.36)
Neal A. Maxwell – Our gifts and opportunities differ; some are more visible and impactful.  The historian Moroni felt inadequate as a writer beside the mighty Mahonri Moriancumr, who wrote overpoweringly.  We all have at least one gift and an open invitation to seek "earnestly the best gifts.”  (Deposition of a Disciple, p. 30)  

Dallin H. Oaks - We should seek after spiritual gifts.  They can lead us to God.  They can shield us from the power of the adversary.  They can compensate for our inadequacies and repair our imperfections.  Almost a century ago President George Q. Cannon of the First Presidency taught the Saints:

“If any of us are imperfect, it is our duty to pray for the gift that will make us perfect.  … No man ought to say, ‘Oh, I cannot help this; it is my nature.’ He is not justified in it, for the reason that God has promised to give strength to correct these things, and to give gifts that will eradicate them.  If a man lacks wisdom, it is his duty to ask God for wisdom.  The same with everything else.  That is the design of God concerning His Church.  He wants His Saints to be perfected in the truth.  For this purpose He gives these gifts, and bestows them upon those who seek after them, in order that they may be a perfect people upon the face of the earth.”  
I saw that principle in action in the home in which I was raised.  Having lost her husband, my widowed mother was incomplete.  How she prayed for what she needed to fulfill her responsibility to raise her three small children!  She was seeking, she was worthy, and she was blessed!  Her prayers were answered in many ways, including the receipt of spiritual gifts.  She had many, but the ones that stand out in my memory are the gifts of faith, testimony, and wisdom.  She was a mighty woman in Zion, a great example of a scripture she loved to quote—Lehi’s promise to his son Jacob that God “shall consecrate thine afflictions for thy gain.”  (“Spiritual Gifts,” Ensign, Sep. 1986, p. 68)
Seek Earnestly
Carlos E. Asay - I find it significant that God has given us more than a casual invitation to obtain spiritual gifts.  There are seven very pointed and command-like statements that remind us of the absolute necessity to seek these gifts.  In a sense, God has given us a commission to seek, a requirement to obtain, and a responsibility to share these spiritual gifts.  Study the following declarations and notice the words italicized; each is strong and each denotes action on our part:

1. "Seek ye earnestly the best gifts" (D&C 46:8).

2. "Lay hold upon every good gift" (Moroni 10:30).

3. "Covet earnestly the best gifts" (1 Corinthians 12:31) (in this context, "covet earnestly" means "ardently desire").

4. "Desire spiritual gifts" (1 Corinthians 14:1).

5. [Be] zealous of spiritual gifts" (1 Corinthians 14:12) ("zealous" means enthusiastic in this case).

6. "This is thy gift; apply unto it, and blessed art thou" (D&C 8:4).

7. "Ask of God, who giveth liberally … He that asketh in the Spirit, asketh according to the will of God" (D&C 46:7, 30).

The injunction is to "seek earnestly," "lay hold upon," "covet earnestly," "desire," "be zealous of," "apply unto it," and "ask of God.”  It isn't a proposition of, "If you have the time, do it," or, "If you have the inclination, try it.”  It isn't that at all.  We are commanded to seek and cultivate gifts of the Spirit!  (In the Lord's Service: A Guide to Spiritual Development, p. 123)
George Q. Cannon - How many of you, my brethren and sisters, are seeking for these gifts that God has promised to bestow?  How many of you, when you bow before your Heavenly Father in your family circle or in your secret places, contend for these gifts to be bestowed upon you?  …There is not that seeking for the gift of healing and for the gift to be healed that there ought to be among the Saints.  And so with other gifts and graces that God has placed in His Church for His people… Let us seek for these gifts… Let us seek for them with all our might, mind, and strength.  (Gospel Truth: Discourses and Writings of President George Q. Cannon, p. 154)

James 1:5, New English Bible – If any of you falls short in wisdom, he should ask God for it and it will be given him, for God is a generous giver who neither refuses nor reproaches anyone.

(Lesson by Zan and Misty Larsen)
Presentation Notes

1. Quiz - 
a. List as many gifts of the spirit as you can.

b. Does everyone get a gift?

c. Do we get only one gift each?

d. Should we seek other gifts that we don’t possess, or should we just be grateful for the one or ones we have?

2. Hand out the sheets - 

a. Read up through the section titled “Other Gifts”.  
b. To save time, just summarize the section on “Differences of Administration” and “Diversities of Operation
3. Mid-point discussion and writing –

a. Ask the class members for examples they have seen in friends and relatives.

b. Ask the students to write which gift or gifts they see in themselves, even if the gift is only a seedling.

c. Ask the students to write which gifts they would like to develop.

4. Read or summarize the remainder of the sheets.

5. Discussion: Ask the students to state how to develop the gifts they would like to develop.

Extra Material

Bruce R. McConkie – [his quote in full] Among others, we find the following gifts named either in these three places or elsewhere in the scriptures: 

· The gift of knowing by revelation "that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, and that he was crucified for the sins of the world" (D&C 46:13), 

· And also the gift of believing the testimony of those who have gained this revelation; 

· The gifts of testimony, of knowing that the Book of Mormon is true, and of receiving revelations; 

· The gifts of judgment, knowledge, and wisdom; 

· Of teaching, exhortation, and preaching; 

· Of teaching the word of wisdom and the word of knowledge; 

· Of declaring the gospel and of ministry; 

· The gift of faith, including power both to heal and to be healed; 

· The gifts of healing, working of miracles, and prophesy; the viewing of visions, beholding of angels and ministering spirits, and the discerning of spirits; 

· Speaking with tongues, the interpretation of tongues, the interpretation of languages, and the gift of translation; 

· The differences of administration in the Church and the diversities of operation of the Spirit; 

· The gift of seership, "and a gift which is greater can no man have.”  (Mormon Doctrine, p. 314)
James E. Talmage - The decline of spiritual gifts in former days is admitted by many authorities on ecclesiastical history and Christian doctrine.  As an instance of this kind of testimony to the departure of the spiritual graces from the apostate church, the following words of John Wesley may be applied:  

It does not appear that these extraordinary gifts of the Holy Spirit were common in the church for more than two or three centuries.  We seldom hear of them after that fatal period when the emperor Constantine called himself a Christian, and from a vain imagination of promoting the Christian cause thereby, heaped riches and power and honor upon Christians in general, but in particular upon the Christian clergy.  From this time they almost totally ceased; very few instances of the kind were found.  

The cause of this was not as has been supposed because there was no more occasion for them - because all the world was become Christians.  This is a miserable mistake; not a twentieth part of it was then nominally Christian.  The real cause of it was the love of many, almost all Christians, so called, was waxed cold.  The Christians had no more of the Spirit of Christ than the other heathens.  

The Son of Man, when he came to examine His Church, could hardly find faith upon the earth.  This was the real cause why the extraordinary gifts of the Holy Ghost were no longer to be found in the Christian Church-because the Christians were turned heathens again, and only had a dead form left.  (Articles of Faith, p.445.  Elder Talmage quotes from Wesley's Works, v. 7, 89:26, 27.)
