Heavenly Father


The Council in Heaven
Did Jesus and Lucifer each put forth their plans?

No, it was Heavenly Father’s plan, not the Savior’s.

Moses 4:1-2 - That Satan, whom thou hast commanded in the name of mine Only Begotten, is the same which was from the beginning, and he came before me, saying--Behold, here am I, send me … But, behold, my Beloved Son, which was my Beloved and Chosen from the beginning, said unto me--Father, thy will be done, and the glory be thine forever. 

D&C 19:16-19 - For behold, I, God, have suffered these things for all, that they might not suffer if they would repent;  But if they would not repent they must suffer even as I;  Which suffering caused myself, even God, the greatest of all, to tremble because of pain, and to bleed at every pore, and to suffer both body and spirit-and would that I might not drink the bitter cup, and shrink - Nevertheless, glory be to the Father, and I partook and finished my preparations unto the children of men.  

Secondly, the Father’s plan was already known:

Neal A. Maxwell - It's extremely important to get straight what happened in that premortal council.  It was not an unstructured meeting, nor was it a discussion between plans, nor an idea-producing session, as to how to formulate the plan for salvation and carry it out.  Our Father's plan was known, and the actual question put was whom the Father should send to carry out the plan.  (Abraham 3:27.)  (Deposition of a Disciple, p. 11-12.)
Would Lucifer’s plan have worked?

Brigham Young - The Council … said … “Who will redeem the earth, who will go forth and make the sacrifice for the earth and all things it contains?”  The Eldest Son said: “Here am I”: and then he added, “Send me.”  But the second one, which was “Lucifer, [a] Son of the Morning,” said, “Lord, here am I, send me, I will redeem every son and daughter of Adam and Eve that lives on the earth, or that ever goes on the earth.”  “But,” says the Father, “that will not answer at all.  I give [unto] each and every individual his agency; all must use that in order to gain exaltation in my kingdom; inasmuch as they have the power of choice they must exercise that power.  They are my children; the attributes which you see in me are in my children and they must use their agency.  If you undertake to save all, you must save them in unrighteousness and corruption.”  (Discourses of Brigham Young, p. 53–54, quoted by Elder L. Tom Perry, Ensign, “Family Traditions,” May 1990, p. 19.)


Russell M. Nelson - While visiting the British Museum in London one day, I read a most unusual book.  It is not scripture. It is an English translation of an ancient Egyptian manuscript.  From it, I quote a dialogue between the Father and the Son. Referring to His Father, Jehovah—the premortal Lord—says:

“He took the clay from the hand of the angel, and made Adam according to Our image and likeness, and He left him lying for forty days and forty nights without putting breath into him.  And He heaved sighs over him daily, saying, ‘If I put breath into this [man], he must suffer many pains.’  And I said unto My Father, ‘Put breath into him; I will be an advocate for him.’  And My Father said unto Me, ‘If I put breath into him, My beloved Son, Thou wilt be obliged to go down into the world, and to suffer many pains for him before Thou shalt have redeemed him, and made him to come back to his primal state.’  And I said unto My Father, ‘Put breath into him; I will be his advocate, and I will go down into the world, and will fulfil Thy command.’ ”

(“The Creation,” Ensign, May 2000, p. 84.  The quote is from the “Discourse on Abbatôn by Timothy, Archbishop of Alexandria,” in Coptic Martyrdoms etc. in the Dialect of Upper Egypt, ed. and trans. E. A. Wallis Budge (1914), 482. Timothy, archbishop of Alexandria, died in A.D. 385.)



Hugh Nibley - Enoch bears testimony that the God of heaven actually wept.  It is a shocking thing to say, but here again, if we go to another Enoch text, there it is!  When God wept over the destruction of the temple, we're told in one of the midrashim [ancient Jewish writings] that it was Enoch who fell on his face and said, "I will weep, but weep not thou!" God answered Enoch and said, "If thou [Enoch] wilt not suffer me to weep, I God will go whither thou canst not come and there I will lament".  (Enoch the Prophet, 5-6.  Also in “A Strange Thing in the Land: The Return of the Book of Enoch, Part 9,” Ensign, Feb. 1977, p. 66.  Either source lists multiple examples of weeping in ancient documents by God, Enoch, the heavens, angels [“watchers”], the sun and the moon, the hills and mountains, and the waters.  Moses chapter 7 mentions “weep” or “wept” 11 times - 4 attributed to God, 3 to the heavens and 4 to Enoch, plus the earth itself mourns.)

Heber C. Kimball - I am perfectly satisfied that my [Heavenly] Father and my God is a cheerful, pleasant, lively, and good-natured Being.  Why?  Because I am cheerful, pleasant, lively, and good-natured when I have His Spirit.  That is one reason why I know; and another is - the Lord said, through Joseph Smith, "I delight in a glad heart and a cheerful countenance.”  [See D&C 59:15.]  That arises from the perfection of His attributes; He is a jovial, lively person, and a beautiful man.  (Journal of Discourses, v. 4, p. 222.)
Joseph Smith - Our heavenly Father is more liberal in His views, and boundless in His mercies and blessings, than we are ready to believe or receive; and, at the same time, is more terrible to the workers of iniquity, more awful in the executions of His punishments, and more ready to detect every false way, than we are apt to suppose Him to be.  (History of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, v. 5, p. 135-136.)
Stephen E. Robinson - EL. 'El is not a name, but is the common noun for God in Hebrew (plural, 'elohim). Latter-day Saints often use Elohim for the Father, allowing a distinction between members of the Godhead.  Nevertheless, in the Old Testament, El and its cognates, such as Elohim and El Shaddai (God Almighty), usually refer to the premortal Jesus, the God ('el) of the Old Testament.  (“Jesus Christ, Names and Titles of”, Encyclopedia of Mormonism, p. 741.)
Prayer
Bible Dictionary, “Prayer” - As soon as we learn the true relationship in which we stand toward God (namely, God is our Father, and we are his children), then at once prayer becomes natural and instinctive on our part.  Many of the so-called difficulties about prayer arise from forgetting this relationship.  Prayer is the act by which the will of the Father and the will of the child are brought into correspondence with each other.  The object of prayer is not to change the will of God, but to secure for ourselves and for others blessings that God is already willing to grant, but that are made conditional on our asking for them.  Blessings require some work or effort on our part before we can obtain them.  Prayer is a form of work, and is an appointed means for obtaining the highest of all blessings.

John W. Welch - In their prayers, Jesus’ contemporaries addressed God as “my Lord, my God,” or simply, “my Lord,” or “God of my father.”  … Jesus’ prayers did not simply follow the common Jewish practices of the day, nor did they radically break with them.  Rather, they improved upon them.  While he was severely critical of the hypocrisy and hollowness that he found among the religious people of his land, instead of rejecting their practices of prayer, he sifted them, refined them, and preserved much that was good in them.  … He built without having to destroy.  In his own words, “I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil.”  (Matthew 5:17.)
Where he found people calling upon God with abstract, distant titles, Jesus introduced a homely, personal word, Abba.  This word, important to the earliest Christians (see Gal.  4:6, Rom.  8:15), translates simply as father; but it is actually slightly less formal than that and contains a flavor of familiarity and trust.

Where Jesus found people praying at set times, he taught them to pray as the occasion demanded, as he did at the raising of Lazarus: “Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard me.”  (John 11:41.)  (“The Lord’s Prayers,” Ensign, Jan. 1976, p. 15)
Kenneth E. Bailey - Both concepts of love and honor are within the first two phrases of The Lord’s Prayer (Luke 11:2-4) - “Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.”  “Our Father” is from the Aramaic word Abba which means “daddy.”  The title invokes a God of love.  The prayer continues, “May thy name be holy.”  This means that God is here called upon to demonstrate his own holiness by his saving action.  God is called upon to save because he is holy.  (Finding the Lost, p. 80)
Truman Madsen – “Well,” one might feel, “I don’t want to overdo it.  I don’t want to ask for things I shouldn’t ask for.”  Of course, as a general principle that represents a genuine, discerning wisdom - we should not ask for what we should not seek from him.  But when the Lord has commanded us to ask, it is appropriate.  This is illustrated in the Savior’s parable of the unjust judge and the importunate [demanding and insistent] widow … (Joseph Smith the Prophet, p. 16)
(See Luke 18:2-5 or D&C 101:81-14)
Truman Madsen – Why would the Savior teach a parable like that?  The point is, pray and don’t faint; or, in the words of Joseph Smith, “Weary [the Lord] until he blesses you.”  [The Words of Joseph Smith: The Contemporary Accounts of the Nauvoo Discourses of the Prophet Joseph, compiled and edited by Andrew F. Ehat and Lyndon W. Cook, p. 15]  

There are places in modern scripture where the Lord commands someone not to pray further on a particular matter, where he says, “Trouble me no more.”  But in each case the context shows he had already given the answer, and he is saying, “Please take no or yes for an answer.” (Joseph Smith the Prophet, p. 16)
The phrase, “nor trouble me any more concerning this matter,” follows a rebuke to Martin Harris (D&C 5:29).  “Let this suffice” are the Lord’s words following a partial answer to Joseph’s concern to know the time of the Second Coming (see D&C 130:14-17).  “Trouble me no more,” the Lord says after detailing the purposes of the Sabbath (D&C 59:22).  (Joseph Smith the Prophet, footnotes, p. 135)          (Lesson by Zan & Misty Larsen, www.elarsen.net/lessons)
Extra Material

Neal A. Maxwell - It is my opinion, not Church doctrine, that one distant day it will even become more apparent than it now is that our loving Father is doing all even He possibly can do to help us!  (Ensign, “The Richness of the Restoration,” Mar. 1998, p. 8.)

Mormon 5:17 - They were once a delightsome people, and they had Christ for their shepherd; yea, they were led even by God the Father.
[Can’t  find anything about that verse.]
Henry Eyring (father of President Eyring) - God rules from heaven.  He does it with such silken threads that some think He has lost the reins.  Some people do not even know that He exists.  Others wonder whether He exists … God is so gentle, so dedicated to the principle that men should be taught correct principles and then govern themselves and take responsibility for their own mistakes, that His children can actually question whether He exists.  I cannot think of anything that more wonderfully typifies His mercy, His kindness, His consideration for us, His concern for us, than that He does it all with bonds that are like the strongest steel but are so gentle that you cannot see them.  (From his chapter in Of Heaven and Earth: Reconciling Scientific Thought with LDS Theology, edited by David Clark, p. 65)

