Hebrews 11-13

Rewarder v. Revealer In Hebrews 11:5-6
Neal A. Maxwell - … As far as we now know there was only one sermon for which the Prophet Joseph Smith prepared a text beforehand. It contained a significantly different rendering of two words in Paul's epistle to the Hebrews (11:6). This rendering does not appear in the Joseph Smith Translation of the Bible, since the sermon was given several years after his translation of the Bible began.

In the King James Version of the Bible, Paul's words say that we cannot please God without faith and "that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him" (Hebrews 11:6). Surely God does reward the faithful, but Joseph Smith changed the rendering of the key word to read that the living God "is a revealer to them that diligently seek him." The use of the word revealer fits with the context, as illustrated by Paul's statement that Enoch, "before his translation … had this testimony, that he pleased God" (Hebrews 11:5). God revealed His mind to Enoch. How else could Enoch have known for certain that he pleased God?

The different rendering is of theological and salvational importance. It confirms the pattern of an omniscient and living God who is a revealer to the faithful.  Some have sincere faith in the existence of a God but not necessarily in a revealing and omniscient God. Other sincere individuals question God's omniscience … (D&C 38:2; 130:7; Moses 1:6)

Our loving, living, and revealing Father God is … very different from an unknown and unknowing deity who is substantially disconnected from and uncommunicative with His children on the earth (Acts 17:21-30). A revealing, tutoring God, however, will reveal His secrets to His prophets, but likewise to all who please Him, according to their stations and individual needs (Amos 3:7; D&C 1:20).

God rescues, and even intervenes at times, in order to aid the faithful, as set forth in Paul's litany of examples in chapter 11 of Hebrews. Indeed, God does reward the faithful, but sometimes that reward is expressed in what He chooses to reveal to them. Thus the closer we are to the living God and the more helpful in building the living Church, the more He will reveal to us, and the greater His help to us as we strive to endure it well…

Jesus' invitation to come to "know" Him by doing contains this promise: "Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls" (Matthew 11:29).

This process brings not only confirmation as a result of our faithfulness but also revelation to guide us in our personal lives and callings. God sees the end from the beginning and can communicate to us who are in the muddled, mortal middle. Hence we need faith in Him in order to learn from Him. As our faith pleases Him, He can reward us and reveal to us, for He delights to honor those who serve Him - especially those who are seriously pursuing consecration (D&C 6:5). (If Thou Endure It Well, p. 46)

Knowing When We Please God

Hebrews 11:5 - By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and was not found, because God had translated him: for before his translation he had this testimony, that he pleased God.
Hebrews 11:5, Amplified Bible - Because of faith Enoch was caught up and transferred to heaven, so that he did not have a glimpse of death; and he was not found, because God had translated him. For even before he was taken to heaven, he received testimony [still on record] that he had pleased and been satisfactory to God.

Neal A. Maxwell - It is possible to know when, at least basically, we please God. In fact, Joseph Smith taught that one of the conditions of genuine faith is to have "an actual knowledge that the course of life which [one] is pursuing is according to [God's] will." We observe that, writing about Enoch, Paul noted that "before his translation he had this testimony, that he pleased God". The Prophet and his associates went further, saying that unless people have such an assurance, "they will grow weary in their minds, and faint." This is the same concern Paul addressed in his epistle to the Hebrews. Significantly Paul urged members to jettison - "lay aside" - the wearying baggage of sin and to look to Jesus as their example, "lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds."  (Not My Will, But Thine, p. 126)
Enoch

Joseph Smith – [Enoch] is a ministering angel, to minister to those who shall be heirs of salvation, and appeared unto Jude … Paul was also acquainted with this character, and received instructions from him.  (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p. 169)

Hugh Nibley - Early Christian writers knew all about the book of Enoch: indeed, "nearly all the writers of the New Testament were familiar with it, and were more or less influenced by it in thought and diction," according to [British biblical scholar] R. H. Charles, who notes that "it is quoted as a genuine production of Enoch by St. Jude, and as Scripture by St. Barnabas... With the earlier Fathers [leaders just after the apostles] and Apologists [defenders] it had all the weight of a canonical book." Its influence is apparent in no less than 128 places in the New Testament, and Charles can declare that "The influence of 1st Enoch on the New Testament has been greater than that of all the other apocryphal and pseudepigraphical books taken together." (Enoch the Prophet, p. 95)
FARMS - During the week of 5-9 May 2003, [FARMS] sponsored a visit by British biblical scholar Margaret Barker to BYU… Barker uses the apocryphal Enoch literature as a window into a distinct tradition of ancient Hebrew religious belief…  She argues that much has been lost or suppressed from the text of the Old Testament as we now have it, including, for instance, the understanding that Yahweh, or Jehovah, was a distinct divine being, the son of El, the Father God.  In her seminars and public lectures, Barker, who is a Methodist and a trainer of Methodist preachers, treated a number of themes that were, to put it mildly, very congenial to her Latter-day Saint audience.  She contended, for example, that a grasp of the ancient temple is essential to a proper understanding of the New Testament, and she noted the temple’s connection with such matters as the story of the creation (etc.) … She emphasized the significance of such figures as Enoch and Melchizedek, and the significance of the priesthood of Melchizedek… (Foundation for Ancient Research and Mormon Studies Insights newsletter, v.23, issue 4, published August, 2003)
The Epistle Of James
Therefore, he that lacketh wisdom, let him ask of me, and I will give him liberally and upbraid him not. - D&C 42:68

James 1:5

New International Version - If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him. But when he asks, he must believe and not doubt, because he who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind.

Amplified Bible - If any of you is deficient in wisdom, let him ask of the giving God [Who gives] to everyone liberally and ungrudgingly, without reproaching or faultfinding, and it will be given him.  Only it must be in faith that he asks with no wavering (no hesitating, no doubting). For the one who wavers (hesitates, doubts) is like the billowing surge out at sea that is blown hither and thither and tossed by the wind.

wis·dom - 1 a : accumulated philosophic or scientific learning : KNOWLEDGE. (Merriam-Websters Dictionary, www.m-w.com)
Wisdom – 10 Insights From Scripture

1. Job 28:28 - What is wisdom?  And what is understanding?
2. Psalms 111:10 - What is understanding?
3. Bible Dictionary, p. 672 – What does fear mean?  

4. Proverbs 1:7 - What 2 things do fools despise?
5. Proverbs 9:10 - What is understanding?
6. Isaiah 33:6 - What is the Lord’s treasure for us?
7. D&C 6:7 - Instead of wisdom what are we prone to seek?
8. D&C 10:43 - What attribute of the devil is the opposite of the Lord’s wisdom? 
9. Proverbs 15:33 - Linked to wisdom is honour, and what comes before it?
10. D&C 136:32 - In what 2 ways can we learn wisdom? 
David O. McKay - The greatest manifestation of spirituality is reverence; indeed, reverence is spirituality. Reverence is profound respect mingled with love. It is a "complex emotion made up of mingled feelings of the soul." Carlyle says it is "the highest of human feelings." If reverence is the highest, then irreverence is the lowest state in which a man can live in the world. (Conference Report, April 1967, General Priesthood Meeting, p. 86-87)
The Message Of James

Robert J. Whetten - James directed his epistle "to the twelve tribes which are scattered abroad."  His teachings may be applied to us, the Lord's people who in a latter day would accept the restored gospel.  He teaches principles that should guide your relationships with other members of the Church. He considers the commandment to "love thy neighbour as thyself" to be the "royal law."  To James, a testimony alone is not enough. The gospel has to become a living reality in your life.  "And I will shew thee my faith by my works."  "But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only." James's definition of the converted is: "Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world." 

He ends his brief epistle with these words: "Brethren, if any of you do err from the truth, and one convert him; Let him know, that he which converteth the sinner from the error of his way shall save a soul … and shall hide a multitude of sins." By reclaiming an errant brother, you save both him and yourself. Your sins are hidden or remitted because you ministered for the salvation of another. (“Strengthen Thy Brethren”, General Conference, April 2005)
The Sermon On The Mount and James

“Rarely noticed by general readers, yet quite evident on closer inspection, are the parallels between the phraseology of the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 5–7 and the vocabulary of the Epistle of James. Over twenty conspicuous similarities can be identified.” (Charting The New Testament, FARMS, Chart 13-12)  From the following references in Matthew, match the corresponding passages from the book of James.

	
	Matthew
	James

	1.
	5:3-11; 11:5 - Blessed are the …
	

	2.
	5: 4 - Blessed are they that mourn, for they shall be comforted.
	

	3.
	5: 7 - Blessed are the merciful for they shall obtain mercy.
	

	4.
	5: 8 - Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God.
	

	5.
	5: 9 - Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God.
	

	6.
	5:11-12 - Blessed are ye, when men shall … persecute you … for my sake, … for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you.
	

	7.
	5:19 - Whosoever shall break one of these least commandments … he shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven.
	

	8.
	5:21-30 - Thou shalt not kill, thou shalt not commit adultery.
	

	9.
	5:22 - Whosoever is angry with his brother … shall be in danger of the judgment.
	

	10.
	5:28 - Whosoever looketh on a women to lust after her hath committed adultery …
	

	11.
	5:34-37 - Swear not at all; neither by heaven … nor by the earth.
	

	12.
	5:48 - Be ye therefore perfect …
	

	13.
	6:13 - And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
	

	14.
	6:19-21 - Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt.
	

	15.
	6:24 - He will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.
	

	16.
	7:1-2 - Judge not that ye be not judged.
	

	17.
	7:7-11 - Ask, and it shall be given …
	

	18.
	7:7-8 - Ask, and it shall be given you … For every one that asketh receiveth
	

	19.
	7:11 - If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts  … Father which is in heaven give(s) good things …
	

	20.
	7:16 - Do men gather grapes of thorns or figs of thistles?
	

	21.
	7:24 - Whosoever heareth these sayings of mine and doeth them.
	

	References in James - 2:10 ... 5:10 ... 4:8 ... 2:11 ... 3:11-12 ... 5:12 ... 1:12; 1:2; 2:5 ... 2:13 ... 1:13 ... 2:13; 4:11; 5:6 ... 4:4 ... 1:5-6 ... 1:14-15 ... 1:17 ... 4:9 ... 3:18 ... 4:2-3 ... 5:2-3 ... 1:20 ... 1:22 ... 1:4


(Lesson by Elder and Sister Larsen)

Presentation Notes

1. Have the students find what Elder Maxwell describes as “Paul's litany of examples in chapter 11 of Hebrews”. (See below for a list)

2. Pass out slips of paper and ask them to put James 1:5 in their own words.  Pass in.  Then show alternate translations.

3. Have them define “wisdom”.  Show them the definition from Websters on the sheet, then have them look up the passages in Psalms.

1. Job 28:28 - And unto man he said, Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom; and to depart from evil is understanding.

2. Psalms 111:10 - The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom: a good understanding have all they that do his commandments: his praise endureth for ever.

3. Bible Dictionary, p. 672 [In these verses, the word “fear” is] fear is equivalent to reverence, awe, worship.
4. Proverbs 1:7 - The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and instruction.

5. Proverbs 9:10 - The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom: and the knowledge of the holy is understanding.

6. Isaiah 33:6 - And wisdom and knowledge shall be the stability of thy times, and strength of salvation: the fear of the LORD is his treasure.

7. D&C 6:7 - Seek not for riches but for wisdom, and behold, the mysteries of God shall be unfolded unto you, and then shall you be made rich. Behold, he that hath eternal life is rich.

8. D&C 10:43 - I will not suffer that they shall destroy my work; yea, I will show unto them that my wisdom is greater than the cunning of the devil. 

9. Proverbs 15:33 - The fear of the LORD is the instruction of wisdom; and before honour is humility.

10. D&C 136:32 - Let him that is ignorant learn wisdom by humbling himself and calling upon the Lord his God, that his eyes may be opened that he may see, and his ears opened that he may hear;

4. Have the students do the chart puzzle on the Sermon On the Mount.  Here are the correct answers.

	
	Matthew
	James

	1.
	5:3-11; 11:5 - Blessed are the …
	1:12; 1:2; 2:5 - Blessed is the man …

	2.
	5: 4 - Blessed are they that mourn, for they shall be comforted.
	4: 9 - Be afflicted, and mourn, and weep …

	3.
	5: 7 - Blessed are the merciful for they shall obtain mercy.
	2:13 - For he shall have judgment without mercy that hath shewed no mercy.

	4.
	5: 8 - Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God.
	4: 8 - Draw nigh unto God, and he will draw nigh unto you. Purify your hands … and hearts 

	5.
	5: 9 - Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God.
	3:18 - And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of them that make peace.

	6.
	5:11-12 - Blessed are ye, when men shall … persecute you … for my sake,… for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you.
	5:10 - Take … the prophets, who have spoken in the name of the Lord, for an example of suffering affliction, and of patience.

	7.
	5:19 - Whosoever shall break one of these least commandments … he shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven.
	2:10 - For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all.

	8.
	5:21-30 - Thou shalt not kill, thou shalt not commit adultery.
	2:11 - Do not commit adultery … Do not kill.

	9.
	5:22 - Whosoever is angry with his brother … shall be in danger of the judgment.
	1:20 - The wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God.

	10.
	5:28 - Whosoever looketh on a women to lust after her hath committed adultery …
	1:14-1 - But every man is tempted when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed.

	11.
	5:34-37 - Swear not at all; neither by heaven … nor by the earth.
	5:12 - Swear not, neither by heaven, neither by the earth.

	12.
	5:48 - Be ye therefore perfect …
	1: 4 - That ye may be perfect …

	13.
	6:13 - And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
	1:13 - Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God … neither tempteth he any man.

	14.
	6:19-21 - Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth (ses) and rust (brosis) doth corrupt (aphanizei).
	5:2-3 - Your riches are corrupted (sesepen), and your garments are motheaten (setobrota). Your gold and silver … the rust (ios) of them shall be a witness against you … ye have heaped treasure together.

	15.
	6:24 - He will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.
	4:4 - Whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God.

	16.
	7:1-2 - Judge not that ye be not judged.
	2:13; 4:11; 5:6 - He that … judgeth his brother, … judgeth the law.

	17.
	7:7-11 - Ask, and it shall be given …
	1:5-6 - If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God …                       **

	18.
	7:7-8 - Ask, and it shall be given you … For every one that asketh receiveth
	4:2-3 - Yet ye have not, because ye ask not.                                        **

	19.
	7:11 - If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts (domata agatha) … Father which is in heaven give(s) good things …
	1:17 - Every good gift (dosis agathe)… cometh down from the Father …

	20.
	7:16 - Do men gather grapes (staphulas)of thorns or figs (suka) of thistles?
	3:11-12 - Can the fig tree … bear olive berries? Either a vine (ampelos), a fig (suka)?

	21.
	7:24 - Whosoever heareth (akouei) these sayings (logous) of mine and doeth (poiei) them.
	1:22 - But be ye doers (poietai) of the word (logou), and not hearers (akroatai) only.


Paul's litany of examples of God aiding the faithful, as found in Hebrews 11.

Verse 2
By faith the elders received testimonies.
Verse 3
Through faith we understand the creation came by God’s word.
Verse 4
Abel made a more excellent offering than Cain and knew his was accepted.
Verse 5
Enoch was translated.  He also knew that he pleased God.
Verse 7
Noah prepared the ark.
Verse 8
Abraham called to go Canaan, land of inheritance.  He obeyed.  Isaac and Jacob also mentioned.

Verse 11
Sara conceived and delivered a child in her old age.
Verse 17
Abraham offered his only son, Isaac.

Verse 20
Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau.

Verse 21
Jacob blessed the sons of Joseph, Ephraim and Manasseh.

Verse 22
Joseph talked of the departing children of Israel and gave commandment concerning his bones.

Verse 23
Moses’ parents hid him.

Verse 24
Moses refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, which would cause him to suffer.
Verse 27
Moses forsook Egypt, and didn’t fear the king.

Verse 28
Moses kept the Passover.

Verse 29
The Israelites passed through the Red Sea
Verse 30
The walls of Jericho fell down.
Verse 31
Rahab perished not.

Verses 32-39
Gedeon, Barak, Samson, Jephthae, David, Samuel, the prophets, and others did
good things or received strength in suffering by faith and through testimony.[image: image1.png]
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