Symbols & Salvation

 [The] epistle to the Hebrews was written to Jewish members of the Church to persuade them that significant aspects of the law of Moses, as a forerunner, had been fulfilled in Christ, and that the higher gospel law of Christ had replaced it. When Paul returned to Jerusalem at the end of his third mission (about A.D. 60), he found that many thousands of Jewish members of the Church were still "zealous of the law" of Moses (Acts 21: 20). 

This was at least ten years after the conference at Jerusalem had determined that certain ordinances of the law of Moses were not necessary for the salvation of gentile Christians, but had not settled the matter for Jewish Christians. It appears that soon thereafter, Paul wrote the epistle to the Hebrews to show them by their own scripture and by sound reason why they should no longer practice the law of Moses. The epistle is built on a carefully worked-out plan. (“Pauline Epistles”, Bible Dictionary, p. 746)

Some of Paul’s Symbols
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Candlestick - The seven-branched candelabrum of the tabernacle was part of the furniture of the holy place. It is called the menora.  It was not lighted by candles, but by pure olive oil in cup-shaped containers resting on the head of each of its branches. (Exodus 25:31-40)  Its light represents the light of the Holy Spirit. The seven branches or stems represent the fullness and perfection of the revelations of God and could be taken as affirmation that they would burn brightly in seven great gospel dispensations.  [The nine-branched candlestick used by Jews at Channukah is called the channukiah.  It uses candles.  It commemorates a revolt.]
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Tabernacle - The tabernacle was a portable temple of the Lord, the place of the divine presence, and thus represents the kingdoms of heaven. The outer court represents the telestial order, the holy place the terrestrial order, and the Holy of Holies, the celestial world, the place where the throne of God is found.

Veil - Paul's reference is to the thick curtain separating the Holy of Holies from the holy place in the temple. The rending of the veil symbolizes the removal of the barrier between man and God, for man is thus enabled "to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus." (Hebrews 10:19) Thus, the faithful and obedient can, in the fullest and most complete sense, enter into the rest of the Lord.
Golden Censer - The vessel used for the burning of incense in the holy place was known as the golden censer.  The smoke rising from the vessel is a symbol of the prayers of Israel rising to God.

Ark of the Covenant - Housed within the Holy of Holies, the ark of the covenant signifies the divine presence and as such is the most sacred symbol in ancient Israel.

Mercy Seat - The mercy seat is the golden lid to the ark of the covenant: This lid, which covers the ark, is a symbolic representation of the manner in which the Atonement overarches or covers all that is sacred. The name comes from the Hebrew kapporeth, which, in turn, comes from the root kaphar, meaning to cover or expiate. It implies the making of an atonement, a cleansing or forgiving.

Cherubim - The images of two cherubim were placed over the mercy seat of the ark in the Holy of Holies. Cherubim are angels, set to guard the way before the presence of the Lord. They are to see that no unclean thing enters the divine presence.  

(The above material is from Joseph F. McConkie’s chapter in Studies in Scripture, Vol. 6: Acts to Revelation, p. 203.)

Other Israelite Symbolism
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Mezuzah – A small piece of parchment inscribed with the biblical passages Deuteronomy 6:4–9 and 11:13–21 and marked with the word Shaddai, a name of the Almighty, that is rolled up in a container and affixed by many Jewish households to their door frames in conformity with Jewish law and as a sign of their faith. (www.answers.com/mezuzah)
Seder - The Seder (pronounced 'say-der', meaning 'order' in Hebrew) is a special Jewish ceremonial dinner revolving around the story of Exodus. The Seder is held on the first evening of Passover in Israel and the first and second evenings outside Israel. The Seder relives the Biblical exodus of the formerly enslaved Jewish people from Egypt. Jewish families take turns reading from the [Exodus and ancient Jewish writings] during the Seder, which tells the story of the Exodus. It also includes rabbinical commentary on various Passover customs.  (www.answers.com/seder. The web page includes a full description.)
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The meal includes – 

· Bitter herbs, the bitterness of slavery.

· Green vegetable and salt water to dip it in representing the tears of their enslaved ancestors, 

· A fruit and nut mixture ground to resemble mortar the Israelites used to build Egyptian cities.

· Hard-boiled egg, a reminder of the Passover time, springtime. 

· A roasted bone, a reminder of the Passover lamb who was sacrificed and whose blood was smeared above the doors of the Israelites’ homes.

· Unleavened bread, a reminder that the Israelites left Egypt in haste without time for yeast to rise.

· Wine, a symbol of joy and thanksgiving.

(In the photo, starting from the top and going clockwise are the bitter herbs, shank bone, parsley, lettuce, the mortar, and hard-boiled egg. The salty water is in the center of the plate.)
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Shin -  Chassidic thought also suggests that the [Hebrew letter] Shin looks like man in the proper position of praying. The middle prong represents man’s head while the two outer prongs represent his hands raised heavenward. Exodus 17:11 says that as long as Moses held his hands heavenward, Israel prevailed. Shin is a silhouette of Moses. (Karl Coke, www.restoremagazine.org/volume%2010/43_15.htm.)
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Phylacteries – (Greek: safeguard), two small leather boxes worn during morning prayers by Orthodox and Conservative Jews after the age of 13 years and one day. Each box contains strips of parchment inscribed with verses from the scriptures.  (Exodus 13.1–10; 13.11–16; Deuteronomy 6.4–9; 11.13–21)  One box is fastened to the forehead and the other to the left arm; they are intended to serve as a reminder of the constant presence of God and of the need to keep Him uppermost in one's thoughts and deeds, thereby safeguarding the wearer against committing a sin. They are not worn on the Sabbath or holy days, since these days are in themselves a reminder of God. Phylacteries are also called tephillin (Aramaic: attachment). (www.answers.com/phylactery)
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The Star of David - (Magen David or Mogen David in Hebrew, Shield of David, Solomon's Seal, or Seal of Solomon) is a generally recognized symbol of Judaism and Jewish identity. It is also known as the Jewish Star. With the establishment of the State of Israel the Jewish Star on the Flag of Israel has also become a symbol of Israel.  … The shield of David is not mentioned in rabbinic literature. Notably, not a single archeological proof exists as yet concerning the use of this symbol in the Holy Land in ancient times, even after King David. 
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… The Star of David is also used less prominently by The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, chiefly in architecture. It symbolizes the Tribes of Israel and friendship and affinity towards the Jewish people. Additionally, some independent LDS theologians such as Jewish-LDS Daniel Rona have further suggested the possibility that the Star of David was actually modeled after the Urim and Thummim, but this is not official doctrine of the Church. (www.answers.com/star%20of%20david)
“I Wish We Had Cool Things Like That”

Mezuzah – This is wonderful because as you leave your house each morning for a day’s work you would remember your covenants, and in the evening you could give an accounting. (See Alma 34:21, D&C 133:40)
Phylacteries - Very personal items of holy clothing, they help the wearer remember the law of the Lord and his or her covenants with him.  (See D&C 109:76)
Seder – Involving the extra sense of taste and the experience of actually eating, you would more vividly remember the sacrifice and vow to not make it in vain. (See D&C 20:40)
The Rest of the Lord – Hebrews 3:11, 4:3-11

Alma 13:12 - Now they, after being sanctified by the Holy Ghost, having their garments made white, being pure and spotless before God, could not look upon sin save it were with abhorrence; and there were many, exceedingly great many, who were made pure and entered into the rest of the Lord their God.

Ted E. Brewerton - … We know by reasoning, seeing, and the impressions of the Spirit that the Lord is a living perfect man. Many have seen him … Alma states, “Many, exceedingly great many” have seen him (Alma 13:12). (Ensign, Nov. 1986, p. 28)

Joseph Smith – “… When every man shall enter into His eternal presence, and into His immortal rest.  (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p. 138.  See also p. 149-50.)
Russell M. Nelson - James gave a practical standard by which mortal perfection could be measured. He said, “If any man offend not in word, the same is a perfect man.” (James 3:2)
Scriptures have described Noah, Seth, and Job as perfect men. (Gen. 6:9; D&C 107:43; Job 1:1)  No doubt the same term might apply to a large number of faithful disciples in various dispensations.  Alma said that “there were many, exceedingly great many,” (Alma 13:12) who were pure before the Lord.

This does not mean that these people never made mistakes or never had need of correction.  The process of perfection includes challenges to overcome and steps to repentance that may be very painful. (Heb. 5:8)  There is a proper place for chastisement in the molding of character, for we know that “whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth.” (Heb. 12:6) (“Perfection Pending,” Ensign, Nov. 1995, p. 86)
Larry E. Dahl - The principle of entering into the rest of the Lord is referred to at least ten times by Alma in his preaching to the Ammonihahites (Alma 12:34, 36, 37; 13:6, 12, 13, 16, 29; 16:17). With his explanation in 13:11-12, 29, it seems clear that Alma uses the expression to mean that one has qualified for exaltation while yet here in mortality. One can know that he or she has so qualified, and then may have the privilege of the Second Comforter. (See D&C 84:19-25; 131:5-6; 2 Pet. 1:1-10, 17-19)
Speaking of another level of entering into the rest of the Lord, President Joseph F. Smith said: "What does it mean? To my mind, it means entering into the knowledge and love of God, having faith in his purpose and in his plan, to such an extent that we know we are right, and that we are not hunting for something else, we are not disturbed by every wind of doctrine." (Gospel Doctrine, p. 58; see also p. 126.)
Both these levels of entering into the rest of the Lord are preliminary to entering into God's eternal rest, into his kingdom and presence, to go no more out.  (Larry E. Dahl’s chapter in Studies in Scripture, Vol. 7: 1 Nephi to Alma, p. 29)

(Lesson by Elder and Sister Larsen)

Extra Material

Additional references in Hebrews for some of the items -

· Priests: 8:4, 10:11

· High Priest: 3:1, 5:1, 7:26-27

· Melchizedek: 5:5-6, 7:11



The Rest of the Lord

Two stunning points about the passage in Alma –

1. “The rest of the Lord” apparently means having the Second Comforter, and having your Calling And Election Made Sure.

2. The passage doesn’t just say “many”, it says it again plus two intensifier words before it.  In other words “very, very many”.

The people back then were living the Law of Moses.  This is passage proves of how effective and good the law was in preparing people to be with Christ.  It was truly a wonderful thing.



Symbolism associated with those parts of Israel's ancient temple worship referred to by Paul in Hebrews 9:

Tabernacle: The tabernacle was a portable temple of the Lord, the place of the divine presence, and thus represents the kingdoms of heaven. The outer court represents the telestial order, the holy place the terrestrial order, and the Holy of Holies, the celestial world, the place where the throne of God is found. Hebrews 9:2-3, 6, 8, 11, 21.  BD “Tabernacle”, p. 778.

Candlestick: The seven-branched candelabrum of the tabernacle was part of the furniture of the holy place. It is called the menora.  It was not lighted by candles, but by pure olive oil in cup-shaped containers resting on the head of each of its branches. (Ex. 25:31-40.) Its light represents the light of the Holy Spirit. The seven branches or stems represent the fullness and perfection of the revelations of God and could be taken as affirmation that they would burn brightly in seven great gospel dispensations.  (The nine-branched candlestick used by Jews at Channukah is called the channukiah.  It uses candles.  It commemorates a revolt   Hebrews 9:2. BD “Candlestick”, p. 629.

Table: Paul's reference is to the table of shewbread that stood on the north or right side as one entered the holy place. It faced the candlestick and upon it were to be placed twelve loaves of bread made of fine (unleavened) flour. Paul does not identify its symbolism. Its equivalent in our day could be the sacrament table. Hebrews 9:2.  BD “Tabernacle”, p. 779.

Shewbread: Literally translated, the name shewbread means "the bread of faces," or "the bread of the presence," signifying that this bread was placed before the face of the Lord or in his presence. That there is a common symbolism between the Sabbath ritual in which the priests were to eat the shewbread and the ordinance of the sacrament, as introduced by Christ, seems apparent. Hebrews 9:2.  BD “Tabernacle”, p. 779.

Sanctuary: The sanctuary, in this text, refers to the holy place. Hebrews 9:1-2.  BD “Holy Place”, p. 704.

Veil: Paul's reference is to the thick curtain separating the Holy of Holies from the holy place in the temple. The rending of the veil symbolizes the removal of the barrier between man and God, for man is thus enabled "to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus." (Heb. 10:19.) Thus, the faithful and obedient can, in the fullest and most complete sense, enter into the rest of the Lord. Hebrews 9:3.  BD “Tabernacle”, p. 779.

Holiest of All: By holiest of all, Paul is referring to the Holy of Holies. This, the most sacred place in the temple, is the symbolic representation of the heavenly temple where the throne of God sits. Hebrews 9:3.  BD “Holy Place”, p. 704.

Golden Censer: The vessel used for the burning of incense in the holy place was known as the golden censer. (Paul seems to indicate that this was housed in the Holy of Holies. There is nothing in the Old Testament that corroborates this.) The smoke rising from the vessel is a symbol of the prayers of Israel rising to God. Hebrews 9:4, also Palms 141:2. BD “Censer”. p. 632.

Ark of the Covenant: Housed within the Holy of Holies, the ark of the covenant signifies the divine presence and as such is the most sacred symbol in ancient Israel. Hebrews 9:4.  BD “Ark of the Covenant”, p. 613.

Manna: Among the sacred relics found within the temple was a golden pot containing some of the manna sent down from heaven as food for Israel during their wilderness wanderings. This bread from heaven typifies the spiritual salvation that could be had only through Christ, who is the Bread of Life. Hebrews 9:4.  BD “Manna”, p. 728.

Aaron's Rod: To affirm his call to Aaron and his tribe to labor in the priesthood in preference to the other tribes, the Lord instructed Moses to have each of the tribes bring a rod or branch with the name of their prince on it. These twelve rods were then placed before the Lord in the Holy of Holies. The following morning when Moses went to the sacred place, he found the rod of Aaron covered with buds, blossoms, and even mature almonds. The other rods remained as barren as before. (Num. 17.) As I have written elsewhere, "The symbolism associated with this test was most deliberate: A rod, or branch, had been chosen to represent each of the twelve tribes or families of Israel; each had its name carefully placed upon it. By tradition, the rod, as a staff or sceptre, represented one's position and authority. Together, all were presented before the Lord. By making Aaron's rod bud, blossom, and put forth fruit, the Lord demonstrated once again that it was for him to choose those who will stand in his stead, be filled with his power, and bring forth his fruits." Hebrews 9:4.  BD “Rod”, p. 763.

Tables of the Covenant: The tables of the covenant refers to the tablets upon which the Ten Commandments were written. Hebrews 9:4.  BD “Commandments, The Ten”, p. 648.

Cherubim: The images of two cherubim were placed over the mercy seat of the ark in the Holy of Holies. Cherubim are angels, set to guard the way before the presence of the Lord. They are to see that no unclean thing enters the divine presence. Hebrews 9:5.  “Cherubim”, BD p. 632.

Mercy Seat: The mercy seat is the golden lid to the ark of the covenant: This lid, which covers the ark, is a symbolic representation of the manner in which the Atonement overarches or covers all that is sacred. The name comes from the Hebrew kapporeth, which, in turn, comes from the root kaphar, meaning to cover or expiate. It implies the making of an atonement, a cleansing or forgiving. Hebrews 9:5.  “Mercy Seat”, BD p. 731.

(Joseph F. McConkie’s chapter in Studies in Scripture, Vol. 6: Acts to Revelation, p. 203.)



This lesson would actually be a good one for a temple preparation class.  Before going to the temple most of us are not accustomed to symbolism and ceremony.  For example, it might be good to have the class read aloud the Seder dialogue.



Ideas for presenting:

The part in the movie Fiddler On The Roof about the family’s beginning of the Sabbath could be helpful.  Also Tevya’s description of the reminders he wears.

Questions for the class - 

1. If you decided that you wanted to have lamb or beef for supper tonight, how would you do it?

2. Now imagine you are living in the time of Moses in Egypt.  If you wanted lamb or beef for supper, how would you do it?

3. You wouldn’t.  You would have to kill the whole animal and eat it all at one meal.  Why?

4. This was why it was a big deal when they “killed the fatted calf”.

5. What do you think you would normally eat for supper?

The Passover meal was very special to the people in biblical times.  It still is to the Jews.  There are specific foods they must eat, certain amounts of each, and time that they must eat it in – like 18 minutes to eat your serving of bitter herbs.  It would be much larger than what you’re eating…

SEDER:

     In Jesus’ time - there were three things that were essential to a Passover celebration. These were the Paschal lamb, unleavened bread and bitter herbs.

· The lamb would remind them that God had passed over their homes

· The unleavened bread would remind Israel that God had redeemed them

· The bitter herbs would remind them of the bitterness of slavery under the Egyptians.

By the first century - Traditional for youngest son to ask four questions at the Passover. 

· Why is this night different from all other nights? 

· Why on this night do we eat unleavened bread?

· Why do we eat bitter herbs and dip our food in sauces?

· Why do we eat the special Paschal lamb? **After the destruction of the Temple, the question about the Paschal lamb was changed to ask about reclining to eat:  On all other nights we eat either sitting up or reclining; why on this night do we all recline? 
Answers given by the Father:

· To remind us of the Exodus when our ancestors didn't have the time to bake their bread, and baked it in the hot desert until it was hard. No time to allow the yeast to rise either, so it was flat.

· To remind us of the bitter, cruel way our ancestors were treated in slavery.

· We dip our food the mixture of apples, honey and nuts to remind us of the hard work our forebears did while building the Pharoah's buildings. *The mixture resembles mortar.*

· And we dip our greens (reminder of spring) into salt water, to remind us of the tears that were shed by the Jewish slaves.

· To be comfortable, and to remind us that once we were slaves, and now we are free.

Reclining was practiced in Jesus' day, since Luke says that Jesus ‘reclined at table' on that night.  This could have been for the Passover or it may have been for every meal at that time.  The four questions are still a central part of the modern Passover. 
In a modern Passover there are four cups of wine to drink, two before the meal and two after the meal. These are to remember the events of Exodus 6:6-7: 

· I will bring you out

· I will free you

· I will redeem you

· I will take you as my people. 

In the time of Jesus we do not know if this tradition had already begun, though two cups of wine would have certainly been drunk as they were traditional in all Jewish ceremonial meals. 

At the end of the Passover meal, the participants would remain and sing the Hallel Psalms. Many would make their way to the Temple where they would pray until late into the night in the hope and expectation that the Messiah would come. In the account of the Last Supper the disciples first sang a hymn before going up to the Mount of Olives. This was probably the Hallel. Jesus asked them to pray with him into the night.



Serve ¼ of a piece of unleavened bread with a piece of fresh horseradish or bitter lettuce and a small piece of cooked lamb.  Could also do the mixture of beets, sugar and freshly grated horseradish to eat with the unleavened bread.

Make up charoset (apple mixture) and do a Seder plate.



The Hebrew father asks questions to three of his sons, a wise son, a wicked son and an uninformed son.  Alma followed this exact pattern with his three sons in Alma 37-41.  For a discussion on this see the book All Things Restored by Matthew Brown, p. 222-223.
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