The Holy Ghost During 
Christ’s Mortal Ministry

It is expedient for you that I go away: 
for if I go not away, the Comforter will not
 come unto you.  - John 16:7

Bible Dictionary, “Holy Ghost” - For some reason not fully explained in the scriptures, the Holy Ghost did not operate in the fulness among the Jews during the years of Jesus’ mortal sojourn (John 7:39; John 16:7).  Statements to the effect that the Holy Ghost did not come until after Jesus was resurrected must of necessity refer to that particular dispensation only, for it is abundantly clear that the Holy Ghost was operative in earlier dispensations.  Furthermore, it has reference only to the gift of the Holy Ghost not being present, since the power of the Holy Ghost was operative during the ministries of John the Baptist and Jesus; otherwise no one would have received a testimony of the truths that these men taught (cf.  Matthew 16:16-17; 1 Corinthians 12:3).  When a person speaks by the power of the Holy Ghost that same power carries a conviction of the truth into the heart of the hearer (2 Ne.  33:1).  The Holy Ghost knows all things (D&C 35:19) and can lead one to know of future events (2 Peter 1:21).  
Joseph Fielding Smith - Was the Holy Ghost on the Earth before (and during) the Time of Our Savior?

Question: "In our class discussion the thought was expressed that the Holy Ghost was not upon the earth before nor during the time of the Savior's life and ministry.  If it is the function of the Holy Ghost to teach and warn and bear testimony of the mission of the Savior, to be received following baptism, and if we believe the gospel to be the same yesterday, today, and forever, how can we account for the fact the Holy Ghost was not upon the earth until after the death of Jesus Christ? Would it not be according to reason that the Holy Ghost would be upon the earth as long as the gospel was upon the earth?"

Answer: It is an astounding thing that an entire class studying the gospel would not have one member who could settle this question definitely from the scriptures.  If the members of the class will read their Book of Mormon, they will find that Lehi and Nephi and all the prophets had the gift of the Holy Ghost, and by that Spirit, Nephi received visions.  
If they had read in the Pearl of Great Price, they would have seen that the ancient prophets were guided by the Holy Ghost and that when Adam was baptized, he was caught away by the Spirit of the Lord, and the Spirit of the Lord, or Holy Ghost, descended upon him.

And it came to pass, when the Lord had spoken with Adam our father, that Adam cried unto the Lord, and he was caught away by the Spirit of the Lord, and was carried down into the water, and was laid under the water and was brought forth out of the water.  And thus he was baptized, and the Spirit of God descended upon him, and thus he was born of the Spirit and became quickened in the inner man. (Moses 6:64-65) 

And in that day the Holy Ghost fell upon Adam, which beareth record of the Father and the Son, saying: I am the Only Begotten of the Father from the beginning, henceforth and forever, that as thou hast fallen thou mayest be redeemed, and all mankind, even as many as will. (Moses 5:9) 

It was by the gift of the Holy Ghost that the ancient prophets spoke:

For the prophecy came not in old times by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost. (2 Peter 1:21) 

Luke wrote that Elisabeth was filled with the Holy Ghost before the coming of Jesus Christ:

And it came to pass, that when Elisabeth heard the salutation of Mary, the babe leaped in her womb; and Elisabeth was filled with the Holy Ghost. (Luke 1:41.) 

Simeon blessed the infant Savior and was filled with the Holy Ghost:

And, behold, there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon; and the same man was just and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel: and the Holy Ghost was upon him.  And it was revealed unto him by the Holy Ghost, that he should not see death, before he had seen the Lord's Christ. (Luke 2:25-26) 

A little ordinary thinking would reveal to us the fact that the ancient prophets could not have spoken by prophecy and revelation unless they were in possession of this great gift.  Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and, in fact, all of the prophets were inspired and revealed to mankind, and more especially to Israel, the commandments of the Lord.  It was by this gift that Joseph interpreted the dreams of the butler and the baker and that Daniel received his great visions concerning Israel and our present times.

This error arises in the fact that the disciples of Jesus did not receive the gift of the Holy Ghost while he was with them.  The reason for this, in part at least, was due to the fact that they had with them to guide and teach them the second member of the Godhead, even Jesus himself.  While he was with them there was no occasion for them to have the companionship of the Holy Ghost.  Before the Savior left them, he promised to send them the Comforter, or Holy Ghost.  This promise was given only a few hours before his crucifixion, as he was in counsel with them at the Feast of the Passover. (Answers to Gospel Questions, v.  2, p. 157-159)

Joseph Smith - Difference Between the Holy Ghost and the Gift of the Holy Ghost.  There is a difference between the Holy Ghost and the gift of the Holy Ghost.  Cornelius received the Holy Ghost before he was baptized, which was the convincing power of God unto him of the truth of the Gospel, but he could not receive the gift of the Holy Ghost until after he was baptized.  Had he not taken this sign or ordinance upon him, the Holy Ghost which convinced him of the truth of God, would have left him.  
Until he obeyed these ordinances and received the gift of the Holy Ghost, by the laying on of hands, according to the order of God, he could not have healed the sick or commanded an evil spirit to come out of a man, and it obey him; for the spirits might say unto him, as they did to the sons of Sceva: "Paul we know and Jesus we know, but who are ye?" It mattereth not whether we live long or short on the earth after we come to a knowledge of these principles and obey them unto the end.  I know that all men will be damned if they do not come in the way which He hath opened, and this is the way marked out by the word of the Lord. (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p. 199)

Robert J.  Matthews - There is a difference between the power and the gift of the Holy Ghost (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p.  199).  The testimony of Peter was given to him by the power of the Holy Ghost.  This power must always be operative whenever the gospel is taught.  Both the teacher and the hearer must be influenced by it.  (See 2 Nephi 33:1.)  This power bears convincing witness to the hearts of honest men and women.  If they hearken to that testimony, they will then be baptized and receive the greater gift of the Holy Ghost by the laying on of hands of those who have authority to confer it.  
The power brings divine knowledge.  The gift makes it possible for one to become sanctified and to be baptized with fire—totally cleansed.  Some have thought that the Holy Ghost in any form was not operative in the days of Jesus' mortal ministry, or before the day of Pentecost, but this is a mistaken notion based on a lack of understanding of John 7:39, which specifies that "the Holy Ghost was not yet given," and John 16:7, which states that unless Jesus goes away, the Holy Ghost (Comforter) cannot come.  
However, the Holy Ghost was active both during Jesus' time and before, as is seen in various passages.  (See Luke 1:41, 67; 4:1; 2 Peter 1:21; 1 Nephi 10:17; D&C 20:26-27.)  The truth of the matter is that no one could be converted by the preaching of John, or of Jesus, or of the Twelve, if the power of the Holy Ghost had not borne witness to the hearers.  It was the gift of the Holy Ghost that was not operative until the day of Pentecost in Acts 2, and to which John 7:39 also refers. (Studies in Scripture, v.  5, p. 303-304)

Catherine Thomas -"And now I go unto the Father, because it is expedient that I should go unto the Father for your sakes." (3 Ne.  18:35)  The Lord made a similar statement to his apostles in Jerusalem: "It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you." (John 16:7) 

Christ had unveiled his glory to these Nephites.  Spiritual realities were visually present with him.  But we are here to live by faith, not by sight (2 Cor.  5:7), even though we lived by sight in our premortal home.  It is not helpful for us at this stage of our progression to live with external visual heavenly manifestations.  That fact underlies our separation from our premortal home.  
The reason is that inner perceptors of truth may not develop in the presence of manifestations.  Now that we live on earth, we have even greater need for contact with our Heavenly Father.  The Holy Ghost is sent to provide this contact by developing these inner perceptors.  When those spiritual senses are developed, then we may reenter the presence of heavenly beings.  
The Second Comforter, or the physical presence of Christ and the Father, can come when we have developed our inner spiritual senses through the Holy Ghost.  The Savior's last act on this first day was to give his twelve disciples power to bestow the indispensable gift of the Holy Ghost (3 Ne.  18:36-37), that unseen link with the spiritual world.  A heavenly cloud veiled his ascension into heaven. (Studies in Scripture, v.  8, p. 178)

Rodney Turner - Whereas Jesus' ministry was limited to the house of Israel, his servants were to carry the gospel message to all peoples via the Holy Ghost, the Lord's minister to the Gentiles.  (3 Ne.  15:23)  Perhaps this is why Jesus told the Twelve: "It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you." (John 16:7)

Apparently the ministry of Christ had to end before the ministry of the Twelve could begin.  Following the Lord's ascension, the Spirit descended upon the Twelve, enveloping them in "cloven tongues" of fire: "They were all filled with the Holy Ghost." (Acts 2:3-4)  So endowed, the Lord's special witnesses were prepared to be what he had called them to be: a light unto the world and the saviors of men. (Matthew 5:14; D&C 86:11) (Studies in Scripture, v5, p. 418-419)

(Lesson by Misty and Zan Larsen)
The Comforter (Counselor, Helper, Advocate, Intercessor, Strengthener, Standby) will not come to you [into close fellowship with you]; but if I go away, I will send Him to you [to be in close fellowship with you]


– John 16:7, Amplified Bible








