The Humility of Angels and the Power of God
“Fear Not”

Matthew 28:5 - And the angel answered and said unto the women, Fear not ye: for I know that ye seek Jesus, which was crucified. 

Luke 1:13 - But the angel said unto him, Fear not, Zacharias: for thy prayer is heard; and thy wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his name John. 

Luke 1:30 - And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favour with God. 

Luke 2:10 - And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. 

Genesis 21:17 - And God heard the voice of the lad; and the angel of God called to Hagar out of heaven, and said unto her, What aileth thee, Hagar?  fear not; for God hath heard the voice of the lad where he [is].

Oliver Cowdery  - [Regarding the appearance of John the Baptist to bestow the Aaronic Priesthood] … Our eyes beheld, our ears heard, as in the `blaze of day'; yes, more--above the glitter of the May sunbeam, which then shed its brilliancy over the face of nature! Then his voice, though mild, pierced to the center, and his words, `I am thy fellow-servant,' dispelled every fear. We listened, we gazed, we admired!  'Twas the voice of an angel from glory, 'twas a message from the Most High!  (From the footnote at the end of Joseph Smith History.)
Worship
Revelation 22:8-9 - And I John saw these things, and heard [them].  And when I had heard and seen, I fell down to worship before the feet of the angel which shewed me these things.   Then saith he unto me, See [thou do it] not: for I am thy fellowservant, and of thy brethren the prophets, and of them which keep the sayings of this book: worship God.

JST Revelation 19:10 - And I fell at his feet to worship him. And he said unto me, See that thou do it not; I am thy fellow servant, and of thy brethren that have the testimony of Jesus; worship God; for the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.  
Donald & Jay Parry - John has seen many angels in his vision and interacted with several of them, and he has not been inclined to worship any of them.  Perhaps with praises going forth from "much people in heaven" (19:1), those who surround the throne (19:4), and a "great multitude" of the servants of God (19:5-6), and with the angel's promise of the sublime blessing of the marriage of the Bridegroom and the Bride, John is overcome and bows before the angel.  Or perhaps, with the glory of the angel and the majesty and power of his words, John mistakes the messenger of the Lord for the Lord himself.  In 1:10-18 John sees the Lord himself and appropriately bows before him, and the Lord blesses him in his worship (1:17).  There the Lord says, "I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last" (1:11).  In 22:12-13, a heavenly being says, "Behold, I come quickly; … I am Alpha and Omega, … the first and the last.”  The person speaking is an angel, speaking for the Lord.  Immediately before these words (22:8-9), John has sought again to fall before the angel in worship, and again John has been warned to worship only God.  With an angel having authority to stand in the place of Christ, appearing in great glory and speaking the very words of Christ, it is understandable how John could mistake the identity of his visitor.  
Worship of angels is never appropriate (as John, of course, knew) because they are our fellowservants but from another sphere (Hebrews 1:5-14).  Instead, as the angel says here, we must "worship God" (see also Exodus 20:2-3).  (Understanding the Book of Revelation , p. 254)
No Other Name Under Heaven

Mosiah 3:17 - And moreover, I say unto you, that there shall be no other name given nor any other way nor means whereby salvation can come unto the children of men, only in and through the name of Christ, the Lord Omnipotent.

Moses 1:15 - Blessed be the name of my God, for his Spirit hath not altogether withdrawn from me, or else where is thy glory, for it is darkness unto me?  And I can judge between thee and God; for God said unto me:  Worship God, for him only shalt thou serve. 

Credit Where Credit is Due

1 Nephi 17:54 - And it came to pass that I stretched forth my hand unto my brethren, and they did not wither before me; but the Lord did shake them, even according to the word which he had spoken.
Alma 17:29 - Now they wept because of the fear of being slain.  Now when Ammon saw this his heart was swollen within him with joy; for, said he, I will show forth my power unto these my fellow-servants, or the power which is in me, in restoring these flocks unto the king, that I may win the hearts of these my fellow-servants, that I may lead them to believe in my words.
Alma 18:17 [Ammon speaking to King Lamoni] - I say unto you, what is it, that thy marvelings are so great?  Behold, I am a man, and am thy servant ...

Alma 53:10 - And now behold, I have somewhat to say concerning the people of Ammon, who, in the beginning, were Lamanites; but by Ammon and his brethren, or rather by the power and word of God, they had been converted unto the Lord; and they had been brought down into the land of Zarahemla, and had ever since been protected by the Nephites.

Helaman  5:26- And it came to pass that Nephi and Lehi did stand forth and began to speak unto them, saying: Fear not, for behold, it is God that has shown unto you this marvelous thing, in the which is shown unto you that ye cannot lay your hands on us to slay us.
2 Corinthians 12:9 - And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.  Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.
Why Was Moses Not Allowed 
into the Holy Land? (Numbers 20:2–13)
Rebellion among the children of Israel was not at all uncommon in their desert wanderings.  The rebellion described in these verses, however, was especially serious because it apparently led Moses, the prophet of God, to momentarily forget what the Lord had commanded him to do.  The Lord had told Moses to provide water for murmuring Israel in a special way.  Pointing out a certain rock, the Lord told Moses, “Speak ye unto the rock before their [Israel’s] eyes; and it shall give forth his water” (v.  8).  But Moses was weary and angry with Israel.  “Hear now, ye rebels,” he said.  “Must we fetch you water out of this rock?” (v. 10).  Then, instead of speaking to the rock as God commanded, Moses “smote the rock twice” and water gushed forth (v. 11).  
The Lord then chided Moses and Aaron for their failure to sanctify Him in the eyes of the people and told both men that neither of them would be allowed to bring Israel into the promised land (see v. 12).  Not only did they not follow the Lord’s instructions carefully but they also suggested by the use of we that they were the ones who provided the water.  
This incident, taken together with other scripture, creates a number of questions.  Did Moses really sin against the Lord?  Was that the reason Moses was not permitted to enter the promised land?  Did Moses really assume glory to himself, or was he simply angry with the lack of faith exhibited by the children of Israel?  Was this one error enough to cancel out years of great faith, obedience, and devotion?

At least two other Old Testament passages indicate that Moses did sin in striking the rock at Meribah (see Numbers 27:12–14; Deuteronomy 32:51–52).  Other passages, however, help to clarify the matter.  Deuteronomy 3:26 and 4:21 indicate that the Lord told Moses that the reason he could not enter the promised land was that the Lord was angry with him “for your sakes”.  This statement could imply that there were reasons other than the error of Moses for the prohibition.  Two other facts strengthen this supposition.  First, both Moses and the higher priesthood were taken from Israel because of the people’s unworthiness, not Moses’ (see D&C 84:23–25).  Second, Moses was translated when his mortal ministry was finished (see Alma 45:19).  In other words, Moses was privileged to enter a land of promise far greater than the land of Canaan.  He had finished his calling in mortality, and a new leader was to take Israel into the promised land.  And, Moses was translated—hardly a punishment for sinning against God.  (Institute student manual, Old Testament Student Manual Genesis–2 Samuel, p. 208)
“The Pronoun Problem”

Neal A. Maxwell - Even while we move along the prescribed path, success itself is dangerous unless it is managed by meekness.  For instance, when with divine help we participate in giving crucial aid, perhaps causing the small equivalent of a little gushing of living water from the barren rocks, we, like Moses, need to be careful about causality by avoiding what might be called the pronoun problem.  (see Numbers 20:10)   (Men and Women of Christ, p. 6)
Neal A. Maxwell - At yet another level of significance, our unmeek questions reveal the need for our further tutoring.  In this dispensation the Lord warned that one might "do many mighty works, yet if he boasts in his own strength … he must fall" (D&C 3:4).  This declaration parallels an ancient lesson: "And [Moses] said unto them, Hear now, ye rebels; must we fetch you water out of this rock?" (Numbers 20:10)   President Spencer W. Kimball observed: "Moses had integrity in great measure, but in that unguarded moment he had presumptuously taken credit for the Lord's miracle.”  (Faith Precedes the Miracle, p. 243) (Men and Women of Christ, p. 113)  

Neal A. Maxwell - Postdoctoral credit is a highly individualized thing.  Remarkable Moses had been wearied because the children of Israel were restless.  They were thirsty, unremembering, and ungrateful.  In a place called Meribah, Moses-one of the greatest souls ever-was stressed, wearied, burned out, or whatever they called "people fatigue" in those days.  The scriptures say that momentarily frustrated, Moses "spake unadvisedly," saying, "Must  we  fetch you water?" (Psalm 106:33; Numbers 20:10).  (Moving in His Majesty and Power, “Daily Not Periodic Discipleship”, no page number given)
(Lesson by Zan and Misty Larsen)
Extra Material
Daniel H. Ludlow - Moses, though one of the greatest . . . said to the continually complaining children of Israel crying for the fleshpots of Egypt: "Hear, now, ye rebels; must we fetch you water out of this rock?" (Numbers 20:10) … His reprimand came suddenly and forcefully: “And the LORD spake unto Moses and Aaron, Because ye believed me not, to sanctify me in the eyes of the children of Israel, therefore ye shall not bring this congregation into the land which I have given them.” (Numbers 20:12)  (A Companion to Your Study of the Old Testament, p. 179)
Neal A. Maxwell - One of Moses' few relapses involved a brief lack of meekness: "And Moses and Aaron gathered the congregation together before the rock, and he said unto them, Hear now, ye rebels; must we fetch you water out of this rock?" (Numbers 20:10)  (Meek and Lowly, p. 85)
Note: The passage from JST Revelation 19:10 is not in our LDS Bibles.  Our LDS Bibles do not contain all of the Joseph Smith Translation.  We got it from our Gospelink 2001 CD-ROM.  This particular one is only slightly enhanced from the original King James Version by the inclusion of “that” and merging “fellow servant” into one word. 

