The House of Israel
Jacob - Son of Isaac and grandson of Abraham.  Received the name Israel at Penuel and at Bethel (Gen. 32: 28, 35: 10).
Israel - The name Israel is … variously used to denote the man Jacob, the literal descendants of Jacob, and the true believers in Christ, regardless of their lineage or geographical location.  (Bible Dictionary, “Israel”)
house – A family line including ancestors and descendants, especially a royal or noble family.  (www.answers.com/house)
	
	
	Jacob’s Wives

	  1.
	Leah
	Older daughter of Laban

	  2.
	Rachel
	Younger daughter of Laban

	  3.
	Bilhah
	Rachel's servant

	  4.
	Zilpah
	Leah's servant 


	Birth Order
	Dad
	Mom
	Land
Inheritance
	Covenant
Israel
	Rev.
7:5-8

	  1. Reuben
	Jacob
	Leah
	Yes
	No
	Yes

	  2. Simeon
	Jacob
	Leah
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	  3. Levi
	Jacob
	Leah
	No
	Yes
	Yes

	  4. Judah
	Jacob
	Leah
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	  5. Dan
	Jacob
	Bilhah
	Yes
	Yes
	No

	  6. Naphtali
	Jacob
	Bilhah
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	  7. Gad
	Jacob
	Zilpah
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	  8. Asher
	Jacob
	Zilpah
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	  9. Issachar
	Jacob
	Leah
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	10. Zebulun
	Jacob
	Leah
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	11. Joseph
	Jacob
	Rachel
	No
	No
	Yes

	12. Benjamin
	Jacob
	Rachel
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	13. Ephraim
	Joseph
	Asenath
	Yes
	Yes
	No

	14. Manasseh
	Joseph
	Asenath
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes


Blood Israel - … Any descendant of the twelve sons of Jacob. In the nearly four thousand years since Jacob lived, there have been innumerable intermarriages between descendants of Israel and other gentile (non-Israelite) people.  (Institute Book of Mormon Student Manual [1982], p. 137)
Land Israel - The land was divided among the twelve tribes, and Canaan came to be known as the land of Israel. (ibid.)
Covenant Israel - … All who are willing to accept and keep the gospel covenant become the sons and daughters of Abraham either through lineage or by adoption.  
Reuben - Although Reuben was the firstborn of Jacob and Leah, he lost his birthright because of transgression (Gen. 35: 22; Gen. 49: 3-4).  The blessing therefore came upon Joseph, the firstborn of Jacob and Rachel (1 Chr. 5: 1-2).  (Bible Dictionary, “Reuben”)
Testament of Reuben - Hear, my brethren, and do ye, my children, give ear to Reuben your father in the commands which I give unto you.  And behold I call to witness against you this day the God of heaven, that ye walk not in the sins of youth and fornication … For I was thirty years old when I wrought the evil thing before the Lord, and for seven months I was sick unto death.  

And after this I repented with set purpose of my soul for seven years before the Lord.  And wine and strong drink I drank not, and flesh entered not into my mouth, and I ate no pleasant food; but I mourned over my sin, for it was great, such as had not been in Israel. (Testament of Reuben , v. 2-10, www.earlychristianwritings.com/text/patriarchs-charles.html)
Levi whose tribe the Lord had chosen to serve as his priesthood ministers, did not receive an [land] inheritance because of their special calling to minister among all the tribes.  This allowed Joseph’s double portion to be shared by Joseph’s sons, Ephraim and Manasseh (1 Chr. 5: 1; Jer. 31: 9), who were counted as separate tribes of Israel (JST, Gen. 48: 5-6).  (Guide to the Scriptures, “Israel”, at scriptures.lds.org)
Ephraim - Contrary to the traditional manner, Ephraim received the birthright blessing instead of Manasseh, who was the elder son (Gen. 48: 17-20).  (Guide to the Scriptures, “Ephraim”)  … In the last days it has been the tribe of Ephraim’s privilege first to bear the message of the restoration of the gospel to the world and to gather scattered Israel.  (Bible Dictionary, “Ephraim”)
The Ten Tribes - The division of the house of Israel into two kingdoms at approximately 925 B.C. had been prophesied by Ahijah (1 Kgs. 11: 31-35) ... Ten tribes formed the northern kingdom, with headquarters at Shechem in Samaria. They were known as Israel, or the northern kingdom, or Ephraim, since Ephraim was the dominant group among them … After a history of over 200 years and a series of 19 kings, the kingdom was captured by the Assyrians and the people carried away captive into Assyria.  They have therefore become known as the “lost ten tribes.”  (Bible Dictionary, “Israel, Kingdom of”)
Jacob 5 – The Allegory of Zenos
Bruce R. McConkie - The allegory of Zenos, as recorded in Jacob 5, is a marvelous hidden-yet-plain exposition of the scattering and gathering of Israel with particular reference to the Lehite civilization. (A New Witness for the Articles of Faith, p. 557.)
Robert J. Matthews - The most compact and yet detailed treatment in scripture of the scattering, gathering, and restoration of Israel is the allegory of Zenos (see  Jacob 5),  in which Israel is a tame olive tree and the Gentiles a wild olive tree.  The scattering, gathering, and adoption are accomplished by cutting off branches of the natural tree and replanting them in distant lands.  The wild branches are adopted through being grafted into the "mother" tree.  Even the tame branches are grafted back into the original trunk of Israel, signifying its centrality.  All this activity indicates a long-term, worldwide project.  Although exact historical dates and geographic places are not always definable in the allegory, the overall plan and method of operation are clear: the house of Israel is to be preserved as a people and blessed as they become fruitful in righteousness, and other lineages are able to partake by being grafted in, thus becoming Israelites themselves.  (Selected Writings of Robert J. Matthews, p. 563.)  
Jacob 5:47 - But what could I have done more in my vineyard?  Have I slackened mine hand, that I have not nourished it? … and I have stretched forth mine hand almost all the day long ... And it grieveth me … 
Jacob 5’s Sections and Symbolic Elements
1. Main top of tame olive tree begins to perish (v. 6) and is burned by fire (v. 9)
2. Wild olive tree branches are grafted in (v. 10) and bear good fruit (v. 17)
3. Young branches are grafted in other parts of the vineyard (v. 8, 13)
4. Young branches are grafted back into the tame olive tree (v. 52)
5. Branches that bring forth bitter fruit are cleared (v. 65)
6. Fruit is good and vineyard is no more corrupt (v. 75) (Charting the Book of Mormon, #81.)
The Trees - A tame olive tree; young and tender branches; mother tree; main top; natural branches; root of the main tree; moisture of the root; transplanted branches; a wild olive tree; grafted branches; many other trees; good, tame, natural fruit; bad, wild, bitter fruit; equal fruit.

Trees’ Doings – Growing; waxing old; decaying and perishing; cumbering the ground; overrunning the roots; bringing forth much fruit; becoming corrupt; withering away; growing faster than roots; taking strength; good overcoming evil.
The Actors - Master of the vineyard; servant; a few other servants.

Actors’ Doings – Nourishing; digging about; dunging; pruning/plucking off ; branches; burning, casting into fire; rafting; planting branches; cutting down trees; grieving; laboring long, caring; sparing; balancing the root and top; preserving; laying up fruit; obeying; rejoicing.

The Places - A vineyard; nethermost part; poorest spot; poorer than the poorest spot; good spot.  (Charting,  #82.)
Robert J. Matthews - We are ever grateful to Jacob for including this marvelous excerpt from the plates of brass, which is the most comprehensive statement we have on the scattering and gathering anywhere in scripture.   (His chapter in Jacob through Words of Mormon: To Learn with Joy, p. 45.)
Robert L. Millet - There is no finer statement in all of holy writ as to God's infinite love and patience with Israel than the allegory of Zenos (Jacob 5).  Jacob, the brother of Nephi, delivered this metaphorical marvel – unfolded this "mystery" (see Romans 11:25; 16:25; Ephesians 3:3) – to his people as a means of dramatizing Jehovah's tender regard for his chosen people over the millennia of their existence.  "How merciful is our God unto us," Jacob exclaimed in retrospect, "for he remembereth the house of Israel, both roots and branches; and he stretches forth his hands unto them all the day long.”  In pleading fashion, Jacob applied the symbolism of the allegory and encouraged his people to "cleave unto God as he cleaveth unto you" (Jacob 6:4-5).  (The Power of the Word: Saving Doctrines from the BoM, p.30.) 
Patriarchal Blessings
Why is the lineage of Ephraim so common?   Many Latter-day Saints are of the tribe of Ephraim, the tribe given the primary responsibility to lead the latter-day work of the Lord.  (True to the Faith, A Gospel Reference, at lds.org, p. 111)
Does it matter if my inheritance is from a direct blood line or by adoption?  In giving a blessing the patriarch may declare our lineage—that is, that we are of Israel, therefore of the family of Abraham, and of a specific tribe of Jacob. In the great majority of cases, Latter-day Saints are of the tribe of Ephraim, the tribe to which has been committed the leadership of the Latter-day work.  Whether this lineage is of blood or adoption does not matter (Abraham 2:10).  This is very important, for it is through the lineage of Abraham alone that the mighty blessings of the Lord for His children on earth are to be consummated (Gen. 12:2, 3; Abraham 2:11). (Boyd K. Packer, “The Stake Patriarch,” Ensign, Nov. 2002, p. 42)
I’ve heard that two siblings were from different tribes.  How is that possible?  We believe that the house of Israel today constitutes a large measure of the human family. Because the tribes have intermixed one with another, one child may be declared to be from the tribe of Ephraim and another of the same family from Manasseh or one of the other tribes.  The blessing of one tribe, therefore, may be dominant in one child, and the blessing of another tribe dominant in yet another child.  So, children from the same parents could receive the blessings of different tribes.  (James E. Faust, “Priesthood Blessings,” Ensign, Nov. 1995, p. 62)
Patriarch Blessing at 82 - Yesterday we took my dad to get his patriarchal blessing.  82 isn't too old, right?  It was given by a sprightly 81-year old patriarch … It was a very nice blessing.  I was wondering if it would be something like, "You are of the house of Ephraim.  Have a nice trip,"  but it was very good and I could tell that my dad was very touched by it.  My favorite part was when [the patriarch] said "the best is yet to come ..." (Personal email, KLH, 10/11/10.)  
(Lesson by Zan and Misty Larsen, http://lessons.elarsen.net)

Extra Material

Daniel H. Ludlow, “Of the House of Israel,” Ensign, Jan 1991, 51.
Gentiles

Robert J. Matthews - Two terms frequently appearing in the scriptures are Israel and Gentile.  These were originally used to designate distinct peoples.  Israel meant the literal descendants of Jacob and the twelve sons of Jacob, or house of Israel.  The Gentiles, as the word literally means, were "the other people.”  … Eventually both of these words were enlarged in their scope to include land designations-the land where the Israelites lived, and the land where the Gentiles lived.  Still a third meaning eventually developed, so that "Israel" designated those who by covenant accept the true religion, and "Gentiles" meant those who did not.  This is evident in Paul's statement, "They are not all Israel, which are of Israel.”  (Rom.  9:6.) That is, Paul says there is believing Israel and there is blood Israel, and sometimes these two conditions are not found in the same people.  Thus a Gentile, one not genealogically of the blood of Israel, may become an Israelite by adoption through his or her belief, baptism, and the action of the Holy Ghost.  (Studies in Scripture, v. 8, p. 169)
Scattered Flock

Joseph F. McConkie - The greatness of Israel's gathering must match the greatness of its scattering.  For thousands of years the children of Abraham have been sifted among the nations of the earth.  Even today the scattering of the chosen seed continues.  Israel has been scattered for rebellion against their God; for rejecting his prophets; for breaking their covenants; indeed, for crucifying their Messiah.  The gathering, which comes in answer to the scattering, must be equally extensive.  It must reach to the ends of the earth, center in obedience to the God of heaven, call forth living prophets, and demand acceptance of Jesus as the Christ.  (Studies in Scripture, Vol.  8, p. 191) 

Dallin H. Oaks - The Book of Mormon adds to our knowledge of how our Savior’s earthly ministry reached out to all of His scattered flock.  In addition to His ministry in what we now call the Middle East, the Book of Mormon records His appearance and teachings to the Nephites on the American continent (see  3 Ne. 11–28).  There He repeated that the Father had commanded him to visit the other sheep which were not of the land of Jerusalem (see  3 Ne. 16:1;  John 10:16).  He also said that he would visit others “who [had] not as yet heard [His] voice” (see  3 Ne. 16:2–3).  As prophesied centuries earlier (see  2 Ne. 29:12), the Savior told His followers in the Americas that he was going “to show [Himself]” to these “lost tribes of Israel, for they are not lost unto the Father, for he knoweth whither he hath taken them” ( 3 Ne. 17:4).  (Ensign, May 2006, p. 77–80)
Columbus – “Many have been accustomed to see in Columbus merely an adventurer seeking to open trade routes to the East Indies. But with the recent publication of Columbus’s private Book of Prophecies, we see how accurate the Book of Mormon’s description of him is. He said he was guided by the Holy Spirit, and he was eager not only to spread Christianity but to fulfill biblical prophecies. Among his favorite passages were John 10:16, with its reference to “other sheep,” and the passages of Isaiah concerning the people on the “isles of the sea.”  These are the very passages that the Book of Mormon applies to itself.” (Daniel C. Peterson, “Mounting Evidence for the Book of Mormon”, Ensign, Jan. 2000, p. 19)

Robert J. Matthews - It is very clear in the material we have covered that the Savior revealed much more to the Nephites (and thus to all who read the Book of Mormon) than he did to the Jews, and he was desirous that a record should be kept of this visit.  Therefore Jesus commanded the Nephites to write an account of it.  A major concept at work in this whole episode is that one must seek for spiritual knowledge.  The rule, as given in 3 Nephi 14:7-8, and in many other places, is that knowledge is given to those who ask, seek, and knock.  If we do not ask for gospel knowledge, we probably will not receive it.  Hence the Lord's instructions were as follows: [He then quotes 3 Nephi 16:4.]   

The Lord wanted the various groups of scattered Israel to be known, especially in the last days, and if the Jewish New Testament apostles didn't ask, and therefore didn't learn of these groups (and consequently would not include it in the New Testament), the world could, in the last days, receive an awareness of these groups from the Book of Mormon.  
Since the New Testament contains only the one brief mention in John 10:16, and since no explanation or further identification is given, then in light of the Savior's instruction in 3 Nephi 16:4 (cited above), we conclude that the New Testament people did not ask and did not receive the information.  We are therefore doubly indebted to the Book of Mormon for its singular ability to enlarge our comprehension of the Savior's worldwide mission and personal visits to the various groups of Israel-the Jews, the Nephites, and the lost tribes.  (Studies in Scripture, v. 8, p. 167)
The Gathering of Israel

Bruce R. McConkie - As all the world knows, many Jews are now gathering to Palestine, where they have their own nation and way of worship, all without reference to a belief in Christ or an acceptance of the laws and ordinances of his everlasting gospel.  Is this the latter-day gathering of the Jews of which the scriptures speak?  No!  It is not… It does not fulfill the ancient promises.  Those who have thus assembled have not gathered into the true Church and fold of their ancient Messiah.  They have not received again the saving truths of that very gospel which blessed Moses their lawgiver, and Elijah their prophet, and Peter, James, and John, whom their fathers rejected.  (The Millennial Messiah, p. 229)  

Joseph F. McConkie – [3 Nephi 21] declares that at this time - and it is clearly millennial - the work of the Father shall "commence" in gathering the dispersed of Israel-the tribes that have been lost – back to the land of their inheritance.  There is no mistaking the intended meaning.  Four times in three verses the Lord said that the labor of gathering Israel will "commence" at this time. (See 3 Ne.  21:26-28.)  Having so declared, Jesus then sustained his point by quoting Isaiah 54, with the announcement that this is also the time of its fulfillment.  This chapter tells the story of returning Israel using the metaphor of the marriage covenant.  "More are the children of the desolate than the children of the married wife, saith the Lord.”  That is, greater are the numbers of Israel born outside of the covenant than those born within it.  "Enlarge the place of thy tent, and let them stretch forth the curtains of thy habitations; spare not, lengthen thy cords and strengthen thy stakes.”  Make ready for the great numbers who will be gathered, that is, join the Church, during the millennium – so great, in fact, that the number of those who joined before is not even a beginning in comparison.  "For thou shalt break forth on the right hand and on the left, and thy seed shall inherit the Gentiles and make the desolate cities to be inhabited.” (3 Ne. 22:1-3; Isa.  54:1-3.) (Studies in Scripture, Vol. 8, p. 191)Israel
3 Nephi 16:11-12 - And then will I remember my covenant which I have made unto my people, O house of Israel, and I will bring my gospel unto them.  And I will show unto thee, O house of Israel, that the Gentiles shall not have power over you; but I will remember my covenant unto you, O house of Israel, and ye shall come unto the knowledge of the fulness of my gospel.

Russell M. Nelson - When you read the Book of Mormon, concentrate on the principal figure in the book—from its first chapter to the last—the Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the Living God.  (The Book of Mormon has been organized into 6,607 verses, of which 3,925 refer to Jesus Christ, employing more than 100 titles. Thus, some form of Christ’s name is used on an average of one reference for every 1.7 verses (see Susan Easton Black, Finding Christ through the Book of Mormon, 16–18.)  And look for a second undergirding theme: God will keep His covenants with the remnants of the house of Israel.  (See  3 Ne. 16:11–12;  3 Ne. 29:3;   Morm. 5:20;   Morm. 8:21;   Morm. 9:37)  (Ensign, Nov 1999, p. 69)
Russell M. Nelson – [After quoting 3:16:5, 11-12 among other passages …]  Precisely as promised, the Master appeared in these latter days to renew the Abrahamic covenant.  To the Prophet Joseph Smith the Lord declared: “Abraham received promises concerning his seed, and of the fruit of his loins—from whose loins ye are, … my servant Joseph. … This promise is yours also, because ye are of Abraham.” (D&C 132:30–31).  The Lord also told the Prophet Joseph Smith: “As I said unto Abraham concerning the kindreds of the earth, even so I say unto my servant Joseph: In thee and in thy seed shall the kindred of the earth be blessed” (D&C 124:58).

We are also children of the covenant.  We have received, as did they of old, the holy priesthood and the everlasting gospel.  Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob are our ancestors.  We are of Israel.  We have the right to receive the gospel, blessings of the priesthood, and eternal life.  Nations of the earth will be blessed by our efforts and by the labors of our posterity.  The literal seed of Abraham and those who are gathered into his family by adoption receive these promised blessings—predicated upon acceptance of the Lord and obedience to his commandments.  (Ensign, May 1995, p. 32)
Russell M. Nelson - “The Father having raised me up unto you first, and sent me to bless you in turning away every one of you from his iniquities; and this because ye are the children of the covenant.” (3 Ne. 20:24–26; emphasis added) 

A giant step toward spiritual immunity is taken when we understand the expression “children of the covenant.” To what covenant did the Savior refer? “The covenant which he made with Abraham.” (3 Ne. 20:27)  The Lord added, “I will remember the covenant which I have made with my people; and I have covenanted with them that I would gather them together in mine own due time.” (3 Ne. 20:29; emphasis added.) 

The Abrahamic Covenant

The covenant that the Lord first made to Abraham and reaffirmed to Isaac and Jacob is of transcendent significance. It contained several promises:

• Abraham’s posterity would be numerous, entitled to eternal increase and to bear the priesthood;

• He would become a father of many nations;

• Christ and kings would come through Abraham’s lineage;

• Certain lands would be inherited;

• All nations of the earth would be blessed by his seed;

• That covenant would be everlasting—even through “a thousand generations.”  (1 Chr. 16:15). 

Some of these promises have been accomplished; others have yet to be. I quote from a prophecy given nearly 600 years b.c.: “Our father hath not spoken of our seed alone, but also of all the house of Israel, pointing to the covenant which should be fulfilled in the latter days; which covenant the Lord made to our father Abraham.”  (1 Ne. 15:18; emphasis added). Other prophecies convey similar meaning. Among them are the following:
“Many generations after the Messiah shall be manifested in body unto the children of men, then shall the fulness of the gospel of the Messiah come unto the Gentiles, and from the Gentiles unto the remnant of our seed—
“And at that day shall the remnant of our seed know that they are of the house of Israel, and that they are the covenant people of the Lord; and then shall they know and come to the knowledge of their forefathers, and also to the knowledge of the gospel of their Redeemer, which was ministered unto their fathers by him; wherefore, they shall come to the knowledge of their Redeemer and the very points of his doctrine, that they may know how to come unto him and be saved  (1 Ne. 15:13–14).
“Then will I gather them in from the four quarters of the earth; and then will I fulfil the covenant which the Father hath made unto all the people of the house of Israel” (3 Ne. 16:5).
“And then will I remember my covenant which I have made unto my people, O house of Israel, and I will bring my gospel unto them.
“And I will show unto thee, O house of Israel, that the Gentiles shall not have power over you; but I will remember my covenant unto you, O house of Israel, and ye shall come unto the knowledge of the fulness of my gospel” (3 Ne. 16:11–12).
“Thou shalt preach the fulness of my gospel, which I have sent forth in these last days, the covenant which I have sent forth to recover my people, which are of the house of Israel” (D&C 39:11) 

Precisely as promised, the Master appeared in these latter days to renew the Abrahamic covenant. To the Prophet Joseph Smith the Lord declared: “Abraham received promises concerning his seed, and of the fruit of his loins—from whose loins ye are, … my servant Joseph. … This promise is yours also, because ye are of Abraham.” (D&C 132:30–31). The Lord also told the Prophet Joseph Smith: “As I said unto Abraham concerning the kindreds of the earth, even so I say unto my servant Joseph: In thee and in thy seed shall the kindred of the earth be blessed” (D&C 124:58). 

We are also children of the covenant. We have received, as did they of old, the holy priesthood and the everlasting gospel. Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob are our ancestors. We are of Israel. We have the right to receive the gospel, blessings of the priesthood, and eternal life. Nations of the earth will be blessed by our efforts and by the labors of our posterity. The literal seed of Abraham and those who are gathered into his family by adoption receive these promised blessings—predicated upon acceptance of the Lord and obedience to his commandments. (“Children of the Covenant,” Ensign, May 1995, 32)

Russell M. Nelson - This doctrine of the gathering is one of the important teachings of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. The Lord has declared: “I give unto you a sign … that I shall gather in, from their long dispersion, my people, O house of Israel, and shall establish again among them my Zion.” (3 Nephi 21:1] The coming forth of the Book of Mormon is a sign to the entire world that the Lord has commenced to gather Israel and fulfill covenants He made to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  We not only teach this doctrine, but we participate in it.  We do so as we help to gather the elect of the Lord on both sides of the veil.

The Book of Mormon is central to this work. It declares the doctrine of the gathering.  Doctrines relating to the scattering and gathering of the house of Israel are among the earliest lessons taught in the Book of Mormon: “After the house of Israel should be scattered they should be gathered together again; … the natural branches of the olive-tree, or the remnants of the house of Israel, should be grafted in, or come to the knowledge of the true Messiah, their Lord and their Redeemer” (1 Nephi 10:14)  It causes people to learn about Jesus Christ, to believe His gospel, and to join His Church. In fact, if there were no Book of Mormon, the promised gathering of Israel would not occur.  (“The Gathering of Scattered Israel,” Ensign, Nov 2006, 79–82)
Other Sheep
Robert J. Matthews - Jesus said that the Father had commanded him to teach the Jews about the "other sheep," but when he did so (as explained in this verse[3 Nephi 15:16-17]), the Jews failed to understand the meaning.  It appears that it was not only the multitude of the Jews but even the brethren in the Jewish Church who missed the meaning.  This failure came from "stiffneckedness and unbelief.”  Therefore Jesus was "commanded to say no more of the Father" to the Jews about the subject.  (3 Ne.  15:18.)   The Jews thought that the "other sheep" were the Gentiles.  (3 Ne.  15:22.) This is suggested also in John 7:35, when the unbelieving Jews said, "Will he go unto the dispersed among the Gentiles, and teach the Gentiles?" This misconception has been a popular interpretation by modern biblical scholars also.  (Studies in Scripture, v. 8, p. 163)
F. F. Bruce - Quotes R. A.  Knox as saying of John 10:16, ''Our Lord evidently refers to the Gentiles who would believe him.'' (The Books and the Parchments, p. 199)
J. R. Dummelow -''The Gentiles are also God's children.  The gospel is for them also, and Jew and Gentile shall form one Church under one shepherd.  (Commentary on the Holy Bible, p. 792)
3 Nephi 15:21-24 -  Verily I say unto you, that ye are they of whom I said: Other sheep I have which are not of this fold; them also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd.  And they [the Jews] understood me not, for they supposed it had been the Gentiles; for they understood not that the Gentiles should be converted through their preaching.  And they understood me not that I said they shall hear my voice; and they understood me not that the Gentiles should not at any time hear my voice-that I should not manifest myself unto them save it were by the Holy Ghost.  But behold, ye have both heard my voice, and seen me, and ye are my sheep, and ye are numbered among those whom the Father hath given me.  

Robert J. Matthews - The crux of the statement is that Jesus will not at any time manifest himself personally nor by his audible voice to a Gentile nation.  Such an event is declared to be a blessing reserved for those who are of the house of Israel.  The Gentiles are to be converted through the preaching of those who are of Israel, and Jesus will manifest himself to the believing Gentiles through the Holy Ghost.  This same concept is referred to in 1 Nephi 10:11, wherein Lehi said that Jesus would "make himself manifest, by the Holy Ghost, unto the Gentiles.”  This procedure is a provision of, and is in harmony with, the covenant to Abraham, as stated in Abraham 2:9-10, that Abraham's descendants have the responsibility of the ministry and will carry the priesthood and the gospel unto all nations.  

Emphasis on the covenant of Abraham, which places a responsibility for the ministry on his literal seed, does not mean that a faithful Gentile has less access to the blessings of heaven than do those of Abraham's seed.  Once a Gentile has the gospel and obeys it, all the blessings of eternal life are offered to that person.  But in the timetable and economy of the Lord, in the meridian of time and even before, those of literal Israelite lineage had the first opportunity to receive the gospel, and also the responsibility to carry it to the other nations.  It is a priority of opportunity, not only in the time of Jesus, but ever since the time of Abraham himself.  (Studies in Scripture, Vol.  8, p. 164)
Robert J. Matthews - The Savior then told the Nephites about the third group, the so-called "lost tribes," by saying precisely these things about them: (1) "I have other sheep, which are not of this land [America], neither of the land of Jerusalem, neither in any parts of that land round about whither I have been to minister.”  (3 Ne.  16:1.) (2) These other sheep had never been visited personally by the Savior, but (3) they were about to receive such a visit.  This would probably be similar to his visit to the Nephites.  (Studies in Scripture, Vol.  8, p. 165)
Robert J. Matthews - General information concerning the "lost tribes" need not be a mystery.  They were captured and led away from the land of Palestine about 735-721 B.C.  by the Assyrians.  (2 Kgs. 15-17.) They consist primarily of all the tribes of Israel except Judah and Benjamin, which are the Jews.  Nephi makes reference to them in his own day, about 130-150 years after the tribes had departed from Palestine: "It appears that the house of Israel, sooner or later, will be scattered upon all the face of the earth, and also among all nations.  And behold, there are many who are already lost from the knowledge of those who are at Jerusalem.  Yea, the more part of all the tribes have been led away; and they are scattered to and fro upon the isles of the sea; and whither they are none of us knoweth, save that we know that they have been led away.”  (1 Ne. 22:3-4.)   

And Jacob added: "The Lord God has led away from time to time from the house of Israel, according to his will and pleasure.  And now behold, the Lord remembereth all them who have been broken off.”  (2 Ne. 10:22.)   

Later Nephi quoted the Lord as saying:   

I shall speak unto the Jews and they shall write it; and I shall also speak unto the Nephites and they shall write it; and I shall also speak unto the other tribes of the house of Israel, which I have led away, and they shall write it; and I shall also speak unto all nations of the earth and they shall write it.  And it shall come to pass that the Jews shall have the words of the Nephites, and the Nephites shall have the words of the Jews; and the Nephites and the Jews shall have the words of the lost tribes of Israel; and the lost tribes of Israel shall have the words of the Nephites and the Jews.  (2 Ne.  29:12-13.)   

It seems natural to conclude that when we receive the record of the lost tribes, it will contain an account of Jesus' visit, showing his body to them with the same unmistakable evidence as he did to the Nephites, whereby they saw him, touched him, heard him, and knew for a certainty that he is the God of Israel and was slain for the sins of the world and raised from the grave as a resurrected personage.  (Studies in Scripture, Vol.  8, p.165-6)
Miscellaneous
Robert J. Matthews - There is a lesson to be observed [in 3 Nephi 16:7-16].  Blessings once offered become cursings if they are rejected.  The Gentiles will be given great opportunity, but if they "sin against" the gospel and treat it lightly, they will lose it and have to bear the consequences.  (Studies in Scripture, v. 8, p. 168)
Robert J. Matthews - America, as is the case with Europe, has been peopled by those who have been without the fullness of the gospel for many centuries, yet they have much of the blood of Israel in their veins.  They are not easily identified or recognized as Israelites and therefore are spoken of as Gentiles, in contrast to those of more recognizable Israelite identity such as the Jews and the Lamanites.  Hence, the great American nation is spoken of in the Book of Mormon as a Gentile nation, even though we, as Church members, know we have the blood of Israel in us.  This condition is described by the Prophet Joseph Smith in D&C 109:58, 60, saying we are "the sons of Jacob" but are "identified with the Gentiles.”   

It is actually a fact that the membership of the Church is largely of the literal seed of Abraham through Joseph, by blood descent.  This is the message of D&C 86:9-10: "Ye are lawful heirs, according to the flesh, .  . .  and the priesthood .  . .  must needs remain through you and your lineage.”  The same concept is continued in D&C 90:10; 96:7; 98:32; 113:8; 132:30-31.  (Studies in Scripture, v. 8, p. 170)
Joseph F. McConkie - As to the establishment of his people, the Savior told the Nephites that their land would be the place of a New Jerusalem.  The Americas-apparently the whole land-had been promised to the seed of Joseph, for such was the covenant Christ made with Joseph's father, Jacob.  Jacob had prophesied that Joseph's branches (Ephraim and Manasseh) would cross the waters to inherit "the utmost bound of the everlasting hills.”  (Gen.  49:22, 26; see also Deut.  33:15.) Yet long before that day, Enoch had written of a time when the Lord would gather his elect from the four quarters of the earth, to a place he would prepare, a holy city, wherein his people would ready themselves for his coming, and wherein would be found his tabernacle (the temple).  This place was to be "called Zion, a New Jerusalem.”  (Moses 7:62.) At that time, and again this is clearly millennial, Christ said, "The powers of heaven shall be in the midst of this people; yea, even I will be in the midst of you.”  (3 Ne.  20:22.)  (Studies in Scripture, v. 8, p. 186-7)
 3 Nephi 21:22-26 - But if they will repent and hearken unto my words, and harden not their hearts, I will establish my church among them, and they shall come in unto the covenant and be numbered among this the remnant of Jacob, unto whom I have given this land for their inheritance;  And they shall assist my people, the remnant of Jacob, and also as many of the house of Israel as shall come, that they may build a city, which shall be called the New Jerusalem.  And then shall they assist my people that they may be gathered in, who are scattered upon all the face of the land, in unto the New Jerusalem.  
And then shall the power of heaven come down among them; and I also will be in the midst.  And then shall the work of the Father commence at that day, even when this gospel shall be preached among the remnant of this people.  Verily I say unto you, at that day shall the work of the Father commence among all the dispersed of my people, yea, even the tribes which have been lost, which the Father hath led away out of Jerusalem.  
D&C 45:66-71 - And it shall be called the New Jerusalem, a land of peace, a city of refuge, a place of safety for the saints of the Most High God; and the glory of the Lord shall be there, and the terror of the Lord also shall be there, insomuch that the wicked will not come unto it, and it shall be called Zion.  And it shall come to pass among the wicked, that every man that will not take his sword against his neighbor must needs flee unto Zion for safety.  And there shall be gathered unto it out of every nation under heaven; and it shall be the only people that shall not be at war one with another.  And it shall be said among the wicked: Let us not go up to battle against Zion, for the inhabitants of Zion are terrible; wherefore we cannot stand.  And it shall come to pass that the righteous shall be gathered out from among all nations, and shall come to Zion, singing with songs of everlasting joy

Joseph F. McConkie - Surely the reader of Christ's discourse on the gathering will not overlook how closely he tied the Nephites to their ancient forebears in the Old World.  Though they would have their own Zion, their own Jerusalem, their own prophets, and their own scripture, they were to be united with the faithful of all nations and all ages.  There is but one Shepherd and one fold-one Christ and one message of salvation.  All prophets speak with the same voice.  "I am he of whom Moses spake," Christ declared, and thus it follows that to profess Moses is to profess Christ.  "Verily I say unto you, yea, and all the prophets from Samuel [the first prophet of the nation of Israel] and those that follow after [and this is everlastingly so], as many as have spoken, have testified of me.”  (3 Ne.  20:23-24.) We have no greater evidence of the taking of the "plain" and the "precious" from the records of the Old Testament than the expunging of the testimony of its prophets relative to Christ.  (Studies in Scripture, Vol.  8, p.188)
Joseph F. McConkie - This latter-day gathering, Christ testified, would be first spiritual and then temporal.  Israel, he said, must return first to their covenants and then to their covenant lands.  Christ affirmed that in the last days they would be gathered on condition of faithful acceptance of him.  That is, through the testimony of the Nephite record they would obtain a knowledge of their Redeemer and "then" be gathered in, that Christ might fulfill the covenant he had made with "all the people of the house of Israel.”  (3 Ne.  16:4-5.)  (Studies in Scripture, v. 8, p. 184)
Joseph F. McConkie - It becomes evident why [the Savior] quoted Isaiah's prophecies about a suffering servant to identify the great prophet who would stand at the head of the latter-day gathering of Israel.  The prophet was to be "hurt" or "marred," even as the Savior had been "hurt" and "marred" in his mortal ministry by the enemies of truth.  How perfect the parallel between Joseph Smith and Jesus Christ-both were hounded and rejected by the religious leaders of their day; both were scorned and accused of being possessed by a devil; indeed, both were accused of blasphemy; and of course both sealed their testimony with their blood as martyrs, having given offense to none but the legions of darkness.  (Studies in Scripture, v. 8, p. 191) 

Joseph F. McConkie - We have no more authoritative or informative source on the latter-day gathering of Israel than the words of Christ recorded in 3 Nephi 20-22.  ..These comments of the Savior certainly affirm that neither he nor his Father has forgotten the covenants made to our ancient progenitors.  The promises God made to the posterity of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob are real!  The Abrahamic covenant is not an allegory; it is not a Bible story that is to be spiritualized away.  The gathering of Israel will be literal, and it is literal Israel that is to be gathered.  The promises given to the seed of Abraham are as real as the dirt and dust upon which he set his feet of flesh and blood, they are as real as the brick and mortar with which the New Jerusalem is to be built, as real as the sweat and tears with which the Jerusalem of old is to be rebuilt…   

The heart of the gathering is the testimony of Jesus.  Those who reject that testimony particularly and specifically as it comes forth in the record of the Nephites and at the hands of the Prophet Joseph Smith are to be cut off from among the Lord's people.  One can hardly overstate the importance of the Book of Mormon in this epic drama of Israel's gathering.  (Studies in Scripture, v. 8, 193-4)
Bruce R. McConkie - What, then, is the power of the Book of Mormon?  It will build the New Jerusalem; it will prepare a people for the Second Coming; it will usher in the Millennium-at least it will play such an important part in all of these that its value and power can scarcely be overstated.  (The Millennial Messiah, p. 171) 

Joseph F. McConkie - We are told in the Doctrine and Covenants that returning Israel will bring ''their rich treasures'' with them.  (D&C 133:30.) Traditionally it has been supposed that this means scriptural records.  It is, however, quite possible that the text means what it says-that returning Israel will in fact bring rich treasures.  When Abraham and Sarah returned after their trial in Egypt to that sacred land promised them, they went ''rich in cattle, in silver, and in gold,'' returning first to Bethel-the house of God-and its altar that they might call upon the name of the Lord.  (Gen.  13:2-4.) Similarly, before the children of Israel left Egypt to return to the promised land to rebuild their temple and call upon God, they were directed to obtain from the Egyptians their ''jewels of silver, and jewels of gold.'' (Ex.  11:2.) When the Jews were freed from their captivity in Babylon to return to Palestine to rebuild the Holy City and its temple, the treasure houses of that great nation were opened to them, and they returned laden with silver and gold.  (Ezra 7:15-21.) Thus, when Israel returns to claim the blessings of the temple in the last days, should they not return with their rich treasures as their forebears did before them?  (Studies in Scripture, vl.  8, p. 194)  

Testament of Reuben - Two years after the death of Joseph his 3 brother, when Reuben fell ill, his sons and his sons' sons were gathered together to visit him.  And  he said to them:  My children, behold I am dying, and go the way of my fathers.  And seeing there Judah, and Gad, and Asher, his brethren, he said to them:  Raise me up, that I may tell to my brethren and to my children what things I have hidden in my heart, for behold now at length I am passing away.  

And he arose and kissed them, and said unto them:  Hear, my brethren, and do ye, my children, give ear to Reuben your father in the commands which I give unto you.  And behold I call to witness against you this day the God of heaven, that ye walk not in the sins of youth and fornication, wherein I was poured out, and defiled the bed of my father Jacob.  And I tell you that he smote me with a sore plague in my loins for seven months; and had not my father Jacob prayed for me to the Lord, the Lord would have destroyed me.  For I was thirty years old when I wrought the evil thing before the Lord, and for seven months I was sick unto death.  

And after this I repented with set purpose of my soul for seven years before the Lord.  And wine and strong drink I drank not, and flesh entered not into my mouth, and I ate no pleasant food; but I mourned over my sin, for it was great, such as had not been in Israel (v. 2-10, http://www.earlychristianwritings.com/text/patriarchs-charles.html).
