James & 1 Peter
James 1:5

James 1:2-5, New International Version - Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance.  Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.  If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him. 

James 1:2-8, Living Bible - Dear brothers, is your life full of difficulties and temptations?  Then be happy, for when the way is rough, your patience has a chance to grow.  So let it grow, and don’t try to squirm out of your problems.  For when you patience is finally in full bloom, then you will be ready for anything, strong in character, full and complete.

If you want to know what God wants you to do, ask him, and he will gladly tell you, for he is always ready to give a bountiful supply of wisdom to all who ask him; he will not resent it.

But when you ask him, be sure that you really expect him to tell you, for a doubtful mind will be as unsettled as a wave of the sea that is driven and tossed by the wind; and every decision that you them make will be uncertain, as you turn first this way, and then that.  If you don’t ask with faith, don’t expect the Lord to give any solid answer.

Joseph Smith - Our heavenly Father is more liberal in His views, and boundless in His mercies and blessings, than we are ready to believe or receive; and, at the same time, is more terrible to the workers of iniquity, more awful in the executions of His punishments, and more ready to detect every false way, than we are apt to suppose Him to be. (History of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, v. 5, p. 135-136)

Wisdom, Reverence and Glory
wis·dom - accumulated philosophic or scientific learning : KNOWLEDGE. (Merriam-Websters, www.m-w.com)

Psalms 111:10 - The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom: a good understanding have all they that do his commandments: his praise endureth for ever.
Bible Dictionary – “Godly fear” … is equivalent to reverence, awe, worship, and is therefore an essential part of the attitude of mind in which we ought to stand toward the All-holy God.  (p. 672)
David O. McKay - The greatest manifestation of spirituality is reverence; indeed, reverence is spirituality.  Reverence is profound respect mingled with love.  It is a "complex emotion made up of mingled feelings of the soul.”  Carlyle says it is "the highest of human feelings.”  If reverence is the highest, then irreverence is the lowest state in which a man can live in the world. (Conference Report, April 1967, p. 86-87)

C. S. Lewis - The load, or weight, or burden of my neighbor's glory should be laid on my back, 

a load so heavy that only humility can carry it, and the backs of the proud will be broken.

It is a serious thing to live in a society of possible gods and goddesses, to remember that the dullest and most uninteresting person you can talk to may one day be a creature which, if you saw it now, you would be strongly tempted to worship, or else a horror and a corruption such as you now meet, if at all, only in a nightmare. 

All day long we are, in some degree, helping each other to one or other of these destinations.  It is in the light of these overwhelming possibilities, it is with the awe and circumspection proper to them, that we should conduct all our dealings with one another, all friendships, all loves, all play, all politics. 

There are no ordinary people.  You have never talked to a mere mortal.  (The Weight of Glory and Other Addresses, p. 18-19.  See also 2 Corinthians 4:15-18, D&C 63:66 and D&C 132:16.)
Trials

1 Peter 4:12 - Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened unto you.

Neal A. Maxwell - There are many who suffer so much more than the rest of us: some go agonizingly; some go quickly; some are healed; some are given more time; some seem to linger.  There are variations in our trials but no immunities.  Thus, the scriptures cite the fiery furnace and fiery trials.  (Daniel  3:6-26; 1 Peter  4:12)  Those who emerge successfully from their varied and fiery furnaces have experienced the grace of the Lord which He says is sufficient.  (Ether 12:27.)  Even so, such emerging individuals do not rush to line up in front of another fiery furnace in order to get an extra turn!  However, since the mortal school is of such short duration, our tutoring Lord can be the Schoolmaster of the compressed curriculum.  (Ensign, May 1997, p. 11-12)
Into the Spirit World

Moses 7:38-39 - But behold, these which thine eyes are upon shall perish in the floods; and behold, I will shut them up; a prison have I prepared for them.  And That which I have chosen hath pled before my face. Wherefore, he suffereth for their sins; inasmuch as they will repent in the day that my Chosen shall return unto me, and until that day they shall be in torment.

JST 1 Peter 3:19-20 - For which cause also, he went and preached unto the spirits in prison; Some of whom were disobedient in the days of Noah, while the long-suffering of God waited, while the ark was preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls were saved by water.

Joseph Fielding Smith - From this we learn that the Lord has prepared a prison for the souls of all those who rejected the testimony of the [pre-flood] prophets, where they were to remain in torment until the time when Jesus should atone for their sins and return to the Father. (Doctrines of Salvation, v. 2, p. 157)
Neal A. Maxwell - Did not this good and true Shepherd forego repose after the glorious but awful Atonement in order to establish His work among the lost sheep, disobedient in the days of Noah?  (Ensign, Nov. 1981, p. 8)

Kent P. Jackson - Here then we have an account of our Savior preaching to the spirits in prison, to spirits that had been imprisoned from the days of Noah.  And what did he preach to them?  That they were to stay there?  Certainly not.  Let his own declaration testify: "He hath sent me to heal the broken-hearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised" (Luke 4:18).  Isaiah has it, "to bring out the prisoners from the prison, and them that sit in darkness from the prison house" (Isaiah 42:7).  It is very evident from this that he not only went to preach to them but to deliver, or bring them out of the prison house …Those who were disobedient in the days of Noah were visited by our Savior, who possessed the everlasting Melchizedek Priesthood, and had the gospel preached to them by him in prison.  And in order that they might fulfill all the requisitions of God, their living friends were baptized for their dead friends and thus fulfilled the requirements of God.  (Joseph Smith's Commentary on the Bible, p. 202)

Neal A.  Maxwell – [After quoting Moses 6:59 …]  Note that baptism and the Holy Ghost permit us to "enjoy the words of eternal life in this world."  In the absence of these two prerequisites, however, individuals will not really "enjoy" the holy scriptures or the words of the living prophets.  This is no small clue as to why some are put off by, rather than become attached to, the Church and the gospel.  (If Thou Endure It Well, p. 38)
A Peculiar People - 1 Peter 2:9
King James Version - But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light.

Amplified Bible - But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a dedicated nation, [God's] own purchased, special people, that you may set forth the wonderful deeds and display the virtues and perfections of Him Who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.

Easton's Bible Dictionary, Peculiar - As used in the phrase "peculiar people" in 1 Peter 2:9, is derived from the Latin peculium, and denotes, as rendered in the Revised Version ("a people for God's own possession"), a special possession or property. The church is the "property" of God, his "purchased possession" (Ephesians 1:14; R.V., "God's own possession").
Robert J. Matthews – [Referring to 1 Peter 2:9,]   peculiar in this instance is not used in the sense of being odd but of being unusual, beyond ordinary, and a special treasure.  The word used in the Greek manuscripts from which the English translation was made was peripoiesis, which means an acquisition.  A similar instance in  Exodus 19:5  uses the Hebrew segull-, meaning a treasure or special possession.  This purchase of us by Jesus was spoken of by Paul: "Know ye not that ...  ye are not your own?  For ye are bought with a price.” (1 Corinthians 6:19-20)  Also Peter, when speaking of false teachers, said that they even deny "the Lord that bought them" (2 Peter 2:1).  Inasmuch as redeemed means "to be recovered for a price,"  Peter  was teaching the same doctrine when he said, "Ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold … but with the precious blood of Christ"  (1 Peter 1:18-19).  (From his chapter in The Man Adam, p. 82)
Hugh Nibley - … When the scriptures speak of atonement, it is always re-conciliation, re-demption, re-surrection, re-lease, salvation, and so on.  All refer to a return to a former state.  This is even more vividly and concretely expressed in the Hebrew terminology.  (Approaching Zion, p. 557–558)
Jennifer Lane - The first point in understanding Israelite redemption is distinguishing between deliverance and redemption.  Simply put, deliverance requires merely a show of power, but redemption requires that a price be paid.  Physical redemption of individuals from slavery was a common practice in Israel, as well as in the rest of the ancient Near East.  People became slaves because they were prisoners of war or because they had sold themselves (or were sold) to pay off their debts.

Here is where a redeemer enters, and it is in Israel where we find a special practice.  An Israelite redeemer was a close relative who was obliged by family bonds to redeem his kin.  In fact, the term in Hebrew for redeemer, go’el, is best translated as “kinsman-redeemer”.  (From her chapter titled “The Redemption of Abraham” in Abraham, Papyrus and Covenant by the Neal A. Maxwell Institute, p. 169-174)
David A. Bednar - Both our agency and our physical body, through which we exercise that agency in mortality, are truly “bought with a price” through the Atonement of Jesus Christ … 

Interestingly, I have heard many people, both outside and inside the Church, declare, “It’s my body and I can do to it what I want.”  The correct doctrinal response to such a statement is quite simple. No, your body is not your own; it is on loan from God.  As we read in 1 Corinthians 3:16–17:

Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?  If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which temple ye are.

The choices we make about the use of our personal temples will affect us throughout all eternity.   (“Ye Are the Temple of God”, Ensign, Sep 2001, p. 14)
Lesson by Zan and Misty Larsen, http://lessons.elarsen.net)

Quiz 
The Books of James & 1 Peter
1. Who was James’ brother?

2. Amazingly James’ epistle was not just directed to the members of the Church but to what group of people?  (Bible Dictionary, “James, Epistle of”, p. 709-710)
3. Speaking of strange, where did Peter say he was when he wrote his first epistle?  (Bible Dictionary, “Peter, Epistles of”, p. 749-750)
4. Peter’s object in writing it was to encourage people who were in danger of being terrified into doing what?
5. Put each of the following phrases from James 1:5 into your own words –

a. If any of you lack wisdom
b. Let him ask of God, 
c. That giveth to all men liberally, 
d. And upbraideth not …   
6. Here is a list of other famous scriptural passages.  What is each of them about?
· James 1:27
· James 5:14-15
· 1 Peter 2:9

· 1 Peter 3:18-20

· 1 Peter 4:6
7. Match each famous scriptural passage with the number of times it was quoted or referred to in General Conference (1942 –2007, plus the Journal of 
Discourses, as listed at http://scripturalindex.byu.edu).
	James 1:5
	 40

	James 1:27
	 74

	James 5:14-15
	131


	1 Peter 2:9
	93

	1 Peter 3:18-20
	141

	1 Peter 4:6
	194
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Answers to the Quiz

#1 - The writer is generally thought of as the Lord’s brother (Galations 1:19), the son of Mary … (Bible Dictionary, “James, Epistle of”, p. 709-710)
#2 - The epistle, which is addressed to the 12 tribes scattered abroad, was probably written from Jerusalem, but the date is not known. It may be one of the earlier epistles of the N.T.  (Bible Dictionary, “James, Epistle of”, p. 709-710)
#3 - The first epistle was written from “Babylon” (i.e., probably Rome) … (Bible Dictionary, “Peter, Epistles of”, p. 749-750)
#4 - …. [Written] soon after the outbreak of the Neronian persecution, A.D. 64, and is addressed to Christians in the different provinces of what is now called Asia Minor. Its object is to encourage (cf. Luke 22: 32) men who were in danger of being terrified into a denial of their Lord … (Bible Dictionary, “Peter, Epistles of”, p. 749-750)
#5 - James 1:5-6 - If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.   But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed.
#6 – Famous passages -
James 1:27 - Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the [vices of the – JST] world.
James 5:14-15 - Is any sick among you? let him call for the elders of the church; and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord:    And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and if he have committed sins, they shall be forgiven him.
1 Peter 2:9 - But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light:

1 Peter 3:18-20 -

18 - For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit:

19 - By which also he went and preached unto the spirits in prison;

20 - Which sometime were disobedient, when once the longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls were saved by water.

1 Peter 4:6 - For for this cause was the gospel preached also to them that are dead, that they might be judged according to men in the flesh, but live according to God in the spirit.

#7 - Matching – 

	a.
	James 1:5
	131

	b.
	James 1:27
	74

	c.
	James 5:14-15
	40


	a.
	1 Peter 2:9
	141

	b.
	1 Peter 3:18-20
	194

	c.
	1 Peter 4:6
	93


Extra Material

Job 28:28 - And unto man he said, Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom; and to depart from evil is understanding.


1 Peter 3:10, New International Version - Who disobeyed long ago when God waited patiently in the days of Noah while the ark was being built.  In it only a few people, eight in all, were saved through water.

Theodore M. Burton – [Quoting 1 Peter 3:18-20] "Which sometime were disobedient when once the long-suffering of God waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was a preparing, wherein (which means during the days of Noah) few, that is, eight souls were saved by water (meaning by baptism)."  (Conference Report, April 1964, p. 71)
Ellis T. Rasmussen - Peter later understood that the few righteous souls of Noah's house were "saved by water" from the wicked world by the Flood.  This was a "like figure" to baptism, to cleanse the earth (1 Pet. 3:20-21).  (A Latter-day Saint Commentary on the Old Testament, p. 28-29)
Eldred G. Smith - [Referring to 1 Peter 3:18-20] This is a great principle of the gospel.  This gives all mankind an opportunity to hear and receive the gospel, and to make further progress after death. (Ensign, May 1974, p. 96) 
Allen J. Christenson - Baptism by water was therefore equated with death, specifically the destruction of mankind in the days of Noah. It is only through symbolic death in a watery flood that sin can be washed away, making possible man's redemption to a new life in Christ.  (From his chapter in A Witness of Jesus Christ: The 1989 Sperry Symposium on the Old Testament, p. 46)
New International Version - But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.


David A. Bednar (the unabridged version) - Both our agency and our physical body, through which we exercise that agency in mortality, are truly “bought with a price” through the Atonement of Jesus Christ. We are called to be, as the Apostle Peter wrote, “a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people” (1 Peter 2:9). To be sure, we should be peculiar in the sense that we are distinctive, set apart from, and uncontrolled by the world. In addition, we are peculiar in a more powerful sense. As the Greek word implies, we are peculiar in that we are a purchased people.
Interestingly, I have heard many people, both outside and inside the Church, declare, “It’s my body and I can do to it what I want.” The correct doctrinal response to such a statement is quite simple. No, your body is not your own; it is on loan from God. As we read in 1 Corinthians 3:16–17:

Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?  If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which temple ye are.

The choices we make about the use of our personal temples will affect us throughout all eternity.

Because the physical body is so central to the Father’s plan of happiness and our spiritual development, we should not be surprised that Lucifer seeks to thwart our progression by enticing us to use our bodies improperly. It is to me one of the ultimate ironies of eternity that the adversary, who is miserable because he has no physical body and therefore cannot progress, seeks to make us miserable “like unto himself” (2 Nephi 2:27) through the improper use of our bodies. The very tool he does not have and cannot use thus is the primary instrument through which he attempts to lure us to spiritual destruction.  (“Ye Are the Temple of God”, Ensign, Sep 2001, p. 14)


Robert L.  Millet - Entering into the kingdom of God through repentance and baptism is properly referred to as a "rebirth," for thereby we become as children in the household of faith.  The godly anguish and suffering of the repentant soul could be likened to the pain experienced by the mother in labor.  The elements common to the process of birth are water, blood, and spirit.  The amniotic fluid that surrounds the child prior to birth is a watery substance that aids in the development of the infant.  The water of the baptismal font serves as a medium through which spiritual development begins.  

Blood is the medium through which saving nutrients and life-giving substances are passed to the child.  Likewise, it is through the blood of Christ that the benefits of the Atonement are extended to man and the saving principles of the gospel are made a part of his life.  Just as the individual spirit gives life to the infant body, even so the reception of the Holy Ghost begins a "quickening in the inner man" (see Moses 6: 64-65).  

It follows, therefore, that if one receives the ordinance of water baptism but fails to live worthy of the enlivening and sanctifying influences of the Holy Ghost, he has not been "born again"; he is, in effect, stillborn as to the things of the Spirit.  "Now I say unto you," Alma implored, "that ye must repent, and be born again; for the Spirit saith if ye are not born again ye cannot inherit the kingdom of heaven" (Alma 7:14).  (The Power of the Word: Saving Doctrines from the Book of Mormon, p. 101)



James 1:2-5, Amplified Bible - Consider it wholly joyful, my brethren, whenever you are enveloped in or encounter trials of any sort or fall into various temptations.

Be assured and understand that the trial and proving of your faith bring out endurance and steadfastness and patience.

But let endurance and steadfastness and patience have full play and do a thorough work, so that you may be [people] perfectly and fully developed [with no defects], lacking in nothing.

If any of you is deficient in wisdom, let him ask of the giving God [Who gives] to everyone liberally and ungrudgingly, without reproaching or faultfinding, and it will be given him.
D&C 42:68 - Therefore, he that lacketh wisdom, let him ask of me, and I will give him liberally and upbraid him not. 


Elder Bednar quoted and expounded on James 1:5 in April Conference 2008 in his talk “Ask in Faith”.  He said –
Joseph’s questions focused not just on what he needed to know but also on what was to be done! His prayer was not simply, “Which church is right?” His question was, “Which church should I join?” Joseph went to the grove to ask in faith, and he was determined to act.
This parallels the Living Bible version –

If you want to know what God wants you to do, ask him …

This version also underscores that it’s not just abstract knowledge that is the concern, but knowledge of God’s desire for us.



