John The Baptist



Extra Resources

· HC - History of The Church
· TPC – Teachings of the Presidents of the Church: Joseph Smith (the manual for the Relief Society and Melchizedek Priesthood classes)
· TJPS - Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith

1. According to Joseph Smith and an ancient writing, how did John and his mother escape Herod's wrath?  How did Zacharias die?  (TJPS, p. 261; plus a special note)
2. Were John’s mother and Jesus’ mother first cousins?  (Luke 1:36, footnote a)  What do we know of John’s early years?  (Special note)
3. John The Baptist’s parents descended from which of Moses’ siblings?  (Luke 1:5)  From which tribe of Israel was that person?  (Exodus 6:16-20)
4. How is John considered one of the greatest prophets?  (HC, v. 5, p. 260–61, p. 276 or TPC, p. 81)
5. Jesus said, “…there is not a greater prophet than John the Baptist…”, and he also said, “but he that is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.”  What did Jesus mean by that?  (HC, v. 5, p. 260–61, p. 276 or TPC, p. 81-82)
6. In what way was John’s mission limited?  (HC, v. 6, p. 249–51; or TPC, p. 86; or TJPS, p. 336)
7. Did John actually hold the keys of the kingdom of God?  (HC, v. 5, p. 257; or TJPS, p. 272-276)
8. Can men also fulfill all righteousness by being baptized?  (TPC, p. 93 or TJPS, p. 265)
9. How was John the head of a dispensation?  (Doctrines of Salvation, 1:161, 194-195)
10. John was the embodiment of what thing?  He was entrusted with the noblest mission of what thing?  (“John The Baptist”, Bible Dictionary, p. 714)  

11. What is an Elias?  How was John an Elias?  (“Elias”, Bible Dictionary, p. 663)
12. As an Elias (see “Elias”, Bible Dictionary, p. 663), what specific duty did John hold?  (D&C 84:27-28)
13. Was John the only legal administrator on the earth at that time?  (HC, v. 5, p. 261; or TPC, p. 81)
14. How did John’s mission include the overthrow of the Jews?  (TJPS, p. 276 and 319.  Plus a special note.  See also D&C 84:28)
15. At what age, and by whom was John ordained?  (“John The Baptist”, Bible Dictionary, p. 714 and D&C 84:28)  This was also the age when baby boys were circumcised.  What did doing it at that age symbolize?  (JST Genesis 17:11-12, back of the Bible, p. 798)  How does this link to the ordinance John performed frequently?

16. Was John the first to perform baptisms in that era?  (JST Matthew 9:18, p. 803 in the back of the Bible just before the maps.  See also see D&C 84:27-28.) 

17. Was Jesus the first or last person John baptized?  (Mark 1:4-5, John 3:23-24)  Did Jesus perform any baptisms?  (John 3:22, JST John 4:1-4)
18. Did John perform any miracles?  (“John The Baptist”, Bible Dictionary, p. 714)
19. With which individuals in the Godhead did John have personal experience?  (Matthew 3:16-17, Mark 1:9-11)
20. What was the purpose of the sign of a dove?  Has anyone else ever seen it?  (“Dove, Sign of”, Bible Dictionary, p. 658)
21. “While in prison, John sent two of his disciples to inquire of Jesus to reassure their faith.  Many have thought this event reflected a lack of confidence in John’s own mind.”  Is that why he did it?  (“John The Baptist”, Bible Dictionary, p. 714)  How is John 3:28-30 evidence for or against this?

22. How long was John in prison before he was killed?  (Special note)  When was John The Baptist resurrected?  (D&C 133:55)
23. According to early Christians, what is one reason John The Baptist might have died before Jesus?  (See a special note.)
24. In how many dispensations did John The Baptist serve?  (“John The Baptist”, Bible Dictionary, p. 714.  Plus a special note.)
25. Besides appearing to confer the Aaronic Priesthood on Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery, what other time did John the Baptist (apparently) appear to mortals after this death?  (“Elias”, Bible Dictionary, p. 663.  (See a special note.)  Did he have a resurrected body?  Why or why not?

26. JSH 1:69 comprises all of D&C 13.  The verse records what John The Baptist said when he restored the Aaronic Priesthood.  Oliver Cowdery’s account of this wonderful event is on the last page of Joseph Smith – History in the Pearl of Great Price.  What additional sentence by John can we find there, and why might he have said it?  (JST Revelation 19:10;  plus a special note)
Answers
#1  Zacharias’ Martyrdom

When Herod's edict went forth to destroy the young children, John was about six months older than Jesus, and came under this hellish edict, and Zacharias caused his mother to take him into the mountains, where he was raised on locusts and wild honey.  When his father refused to disclose his hiding place, and being the officiating high priest at the Temple that year, he was slain by Herod's order, between the porch and the altar, as Jesus said.  Years later John's head was taken to Herod, the son of this infant murderer, in a charger—notwithstanding there was never a greater prophet born of a woman than him!  (TJPS, p. 261)
The Protevangelion Of James, 16:9-17 -  But Herod made search after John and sent servants to Zacharias, when he was ministering at the altar, and said to him, Where have you hidden your son?  He replied to them, I am a minister of God and a servant at the altar; how should I know where my son is?  So the servants went back, and told Herod the whole; at which he was incensed and said, Is not this son of his likely to be king in Israel?  He sent therefore again his servants to Zacharias, saying, Tell us the truth, where is your son, for you know that your life is in my hand.  So the servants went and told him all this:  But Zacharias replied to them, I am a martyr for God, and if he shed my blood, the Lord will receive my soul.  Besides know that you shed innocent blood.  However Zacharias was murdered in the entrance of the temple and altar, and about the partition;  But the children of Israel knew not when he was killed.  (http://ministries.tliquest.net/theology/apocryphas/nt/protevan.htm)
#2  John’s Early Years

There is, however, an ancient tradition to the effect that John was left an orphan at an early age (due to the advanced age of this parents when he was born), and was taken in or adopted by a desert community.  Howe accurate this tradition is we do not know, but there is a possibility of its occurrence.  We have already mentioned the statement of the Prophet Joseph Smith concerning the death of Zacharias, which tends to confirm one old tradition, and it is possible that Elisabeth also might have died while John was still very young, in accordance with the other tradition.  
… Although the two children [John and Jesus] grew up in different parts of Palestine, surely each mother must have told her son something of the existence of the other boy.  Whether John and Jesus ever met as boys we do not know, but there was considerable opportunity for them to know of one another through their mothers.  (Robert A. Matthews, A Burning Light, The Life and Ministry of John the Baptist, p. 27, 29)
#4  No Greater Prophet
First.  He was entrusted with a divine mission of preparing the way before the face of the Lord.  Whoever had such a trust committed to him before or since?  No man.

Secondly.  He was entrusted with the important mission, and it was required at his hands, to baptize the Son of Man.  Whoever had the honor of doing that?  Whoever had so great a privilege and glory?  Whoever led the Son of God into the waters of baptism, and had the privilege of beholding the Holy Ghost descend in the form of a dove, or rather in the sign of the dove, in witness of that administration?  The sign of the dove was instituted before the creation of the world, a witness for the Holy Ghost, and the devil cannot come in the sign of a dove.  The Holy Ghost is a personage, and is in the form of a personage.  It does not confine itself to the form of the dove, but in sign of the dove.

The Holy Ghost cannot be transformed into a dove; but the sign of a dove was given to John to signify the truth of the deed, as the dove is an emblem or token of truth and innocence.  (HC, v. 5, p. 260–61, p. 276; or TPC, p. 81)
#5  Christ Considered Least in the Kingdom by Jews

How was the least in the kingdom of heaven greater than he?

In reply I asked—Whom did Jesus have reference to as being the least?  Jesus was looked upon as having the least claim in God's kingdom, and [seemingly] was least entitled to their credulity as a prophet; as though He had said—"He that is considered the least among you is greater than John—that is I myself.”  (HC, v. 5, p.261; or TJPS, p. 276)
#6  Limit of John’s Mission

John's mission was limited to preaching and baptizing; but what he did was legal; and when Jesus Christ came to any of John's disciples, He baptized them with fire and the Holy Ghost.

We find the Apostles endowed with greater power than John: their office was more under the spirit and power of Elijah than Elias.

In the case of Phillip when he went down to Samaria, when he was under the spirit of Elias, he baptized both men and women.  When Peter and John heard of it, they went down and laid hands upon them, and they received the Holy Ghost.  This shows the distinction between the two powers.

When Paul came to certain disciples, he asked if they had received the Holy Ghost?  They said, no. Who baptized you, then?  We were baptized unto John's baptism.  No, you were not baptized unto John's baptism, or you would have been baptized by John.  And so Paul went and baptized them, for he knew what the true doctrine was, and he knew that John had not baptized them.  And these principles are strange to me, that men who have read the Scriptures of the New Testament are so far from it.

What I want to impress upon your minds is the difference of power in the different parts of the Priesthood, so that when any man comes among you, saying, "I have the spirit of Elias," you can know whether he be true or false; for any man that comes, having the spirit and power of Elias, he will not transcend his bounds.

John did not transcend his bounds, but faithfully performed that part belonging to his office; and every portion of the great building should be prepared right and assigned to its proper place; and it is necessary to know who holds the keys of power, and who does not, or we may be likely to be deceived.  (HC, v. 6, p. 249–51; or TPC, p. 86; or TJPS, p. 336.)
#7  Holding the Keys

John was a priest after his father, and held the keys of the Aaronic Priesthood, and was called of God to preach the Gospel of the kingdom of God.  The Jews, as a nation, having departed from the law of God and the Gospel of the Lord, prepared the way for transferring it to the Gentiles.

But, says one, the kingdom of God could not be set up in the days of John, for John said the kingdom was at hand.  But I would ask if it could be any nearer to them than to be in the hands of John.  The people need not wait for the days of Pentecost to find the kingdom of God, for John had it with him … John, at that time, was the only legal administrator in the affairs of the kingdom there was then on the earth, and holding the keys of power.  (HC, v. 5, p. 257; or TJPS, p. 272-276.  )
#8  Necessity of Repentance

From what has already been introduced as testimony to prove that no man can be saved without baptism, it will be seen and acknowledged that if there was sin among men, repentance was as necessary at one time or age of the world as another—and that other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.  If, then, Abel was a righteous man he had to become so by keeping the commandments; if Enoch was righteous enough to come into the presence of God, and walk with him, he must have become so by keeping his commandments, and so of every righteous person, whether it was Noah, a preacher of righteousness; Abraham, the father of the faithful; Jacob, the prevailer with God; Moses, the man who wrote of Christ, and brought forth the law by commandment, as a schoolmaster to bring men to Christ, or whether it was Jesus Christ himself, who had no need of repentance, having no sin, according to his solemn declaration to John:—now let me be baptized: for no man can enter the kingdom without obeying this ordinance: for thus it becometh us to fulfill ALL RIGHTEOUSNESS.  Surely, then, if it became John and Jesus Christ, the Savior, to fulfill all righteousness to be baptized—so surely, then, it will become every other person that seeks the kingdom of heaven to go and do likewise; for he is the door, and if any person climbs up any other way, the same is a thief and a robber!  (TPC, p. 93; or TJPS, p. 265) 
The first dispensation of the gospel was given to Adam, and he was promised that he and his posterity should be redeemed from death through the atonement of the Messiah.  Enoch had a dispensation granted to him, and through his faithfulness be and his people were translated.  Noah received a dispensation of warning when the whole world had fallen into apostasy, and he was commanded to build the ark in which he and his family were saved from the flood, while all the rest of the world perished.  To Abraham was given a dispensation, and with him the Lord made a special covenant that through him and his posterity all nations of the earth should be blessed.  Moreover, he was promised that all who received the gospel should be numbered among his posterity.  Moses was given a dispensation of gathering and led Israel from Egypt to their promised land.  John the Baptist was given the dispensation of preparation before the coming of our Redeemer, and Jesus Christ granted a dispensation of the gospel to his disciples in the restoration of its fulness and the commission that they should go into all the world and preach the gospel.  (Joseph Fielding Smith, Doctrines of Salvation, v. 1, p. 161)
John and Joseph Smith Both Messengers.  The Lord, in the former dispensation, sent a messenger to prepare the way before him, and in this dispensation it was just as necessary that a messenger be sent to prepare the way for the coming of the Lord and the establishment of the reign of peace.  If Joseph Smith was not that man, then we must look for another ...

Joseph Smith, Prophecies abouta-Smith, Joseph FieldingTPThe Lord declared, through one of his prophets, that before his second coming a messenger should be sent to prepare the way and make it straight.  You may apply this to John if you will, and it is true.  John, the messenger who came to prepare the way before the Lord in the former dispensation, also came in this dispensation as a messenger to Joseph Smith; so it applies, if you wish to apply it so, to John who came as a messenger to prepare the way before the Lord.

Joseph Smith, Prophecies abouta-Smith, Joseph FieldingTPBut I go farther and maintain that Joseph Smith was the messenger whom the Lord sent to prepare the way before him.  He came, and under direction of holy messengers laid the foundation for the kingdom of God and of this marvelous work and a wonder that the world might be prepared for the coming of the Lord.  (Joseph Fielding Smith, Doctrines of Salvation, v. 1, 194-195)
#13  Only Legal Administrator
John, at that time, was the only legal administrator in the affairs of the kingdom there was then on the earth, and holding the keys of power.  The Jews had to obey his instructions or be damned, by their own law; and Christ Himself fulfilled all righteousness in becoming obedient to the law which he had given to Moses on the mount, and thereby magnified it and made it honorable, instead of destroying it.  The son of Zacharias wrested the keys, the kingdom, the power, the glory from the Jews, by the holy anointing and decree of heaven, and these three reasons constitute him the greatest prophet born of a woman.  (HC, v. 5, p. 261; or TPC, p. 81)
But, says one, the kingdom of God could not be set up in the days of John, for John said the kingdom was at hand.  But I would ask if it could be any nearer to them than to be in the hands of John.  The people need not wait for the days of Pentecost to find the kingdom of God, for John had it with him, and he came forth from the wilderness crying out, "Repent ye, for the kingdom of heaven is nigh at hand," as much as to say, "Out here I have got the kingdom of God and I am coming after you; I have got the kingdom of God, and you can get it, and I am coming after you; and if you don't receive it, you will be damned;" and the scriptures represent that all Jerusalem went out unto John's baptism.  There was a legal administrator, and those that were baptized were subjects for a king; and also the laws and oracles of God were there; therefore the kingdom of God was there; for no man could have better authority to administer than John; and our Savior submitted to that authority Himself, by being baptized by John; therefore the kingdom of God was set up on the earth, even in the days of John.  (HC, v. 5, p. 257-258)
#14  The Overthrow of the Jews

To overthrow the kingdom of the Jews.  The kingdom of the Jews centered in the temple priesthood and the great Sanhedrin in Jerusalem.  When he came on the scene, John "was the only legal administrator in the affairs of the kingdom there was then on the earth" (TJPS, 276).  By rejecting him and his authority, the leaders of the Jews closed salvation's door to themselves.  In their rejection of Christ, they sealed their own doom and that of their nation.  "Because of priestcrafts and iniquities," Jacob said, "they at Jerusalem will stiffen their necks against him, that he be crucified.  Wherefore, because of their iniquities, destructions, famines, pestilences, and bloodshed shall come upon them; and they who shall not be destroyed shall be scattered among all nations" (2 Nephi 10:5-6).  (Craig J. Ostler and Joseph Fielding McConkie, Revelations of the Restoration, regarding D&C 84:28)
The keys of the Aaronic Priesthood were committed unto [John], and he was as the voice of one crying in the wilderness saying: 

"Prepare ye the way of the Lord and make his paths straight.”  
The kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, etc.  
The kingdom of heaven continueth in authority until John.

The authority taketh it by absolute power.

John having the power took the Kingdom by authority.

How have you obtained all this great knowledge?  
By the gift of the Holy Ghost.

Wrested the Kingdom from the Jews.

(TJPS, p. 319)

#22 John in Prison

John was not in complete solitary confinement, for his disciples had at least some freedom to come and go, but it must have been extremely difficult for this active man of the desert to be confined to prison.  The Inspired Version adds a matter of great interest relative to John’s imprisonment, and in so doing, it likewise attests to Jesus’ great compassion and his high regard for John.  Matthew 4:11 of the Inspired Version says that “Jesus knew that John was cast into prison” so he “sent angels and they came and ministered unto him,” that is, unto John.  (Robert J. Matthews, “John the Baptist: A Burning and a Shining Light,” Ensign, Sep 1972, p. 73)
#23  John’s Death Before Christ’s
(Possibly the Preparer in the Spirit World)
The theme of Christ's descent into hell to preach to and save the spirits there is found also in the Epistle of the Apostles; the Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs, the Ascension of Isaiah; the Sybilline Oracles; the Odes of Solomon.  Origen taught that the prophets and John the Baptist continued their earthly ministries into the spirit world with the dead.  He also taught that Moses and Elijah, following their visitation to Jesus and the three apostles on the Mount of Transfiguration, returned to the world of the dead and proclaimed to them what they had just experienced.  By the third century of Christianity, it was common for authors to discuss John the Baptist entering hell before Jesus to prepare the way for him there, just as he had in his earthly life.  (From Edward T. Jones’ chapter in Deity and Death, by BYU Religious Studies Center, p. 86)
#25  Post-mortal Appearance of John 
(Mount of Transfiguration)
Joseph Smith Translation Mark 9:1-4, suggests that John the Baptist was also present on the Mount of Transfiguration.  The original manuscript of the Joseph Smith Translation reads precisely as the printed editions do for these verses.  (Robert J. Matthews’s chapter in Behold the Messiah, p. 247)
John would be a spirit only, since he had been slain some months before and the Savior's resurrection had not yet taken place.  Just what John the Baptist's mission could be at this event is not clear, but perhaps there were many holy and angelic beings present for a number of reasons.  Elder Bruce R. McConkie expressed his understanding of the event as follows: "It is not to be understood that John the Baptist was the Elias who appeared ' with Moses to confer keys and authority upon those who then held the Melchizedek Priesthood ....  Rather, for some reason that remains unknown-because of the partial record of the proceedings-John played some other part in the glorious manifestations ...  Perhaps he was there, as the last legal administrator under the Old Covenant, to symbolize that the law was fulfilled.”  (Bruce R. McConkie, Doctrinal New Testament Commentary, v. 1, p. 404)
#26  John The Baptist Appears to 
Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery

JST Revelation 19:10 - And I fell at his feet to worship him.  And he said unto me, See that thou do it not; I am thy fellow servant, and of thy brethren that have the testimony of Jesus; worship God; for the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.

In 1849, Jacob Gates, a Latter-day Saint missionary on his way to England, stopped in Richmond, Missouri.  Learning that his friend of former days, Oliver Cowdery, was experiencing ill health, he called on him at his home.  In the course of their conversation, Jacob pressed an all-important question: "Oliver, I want you to tell me the whole truth about your testimony concerning the Book of Mormon—the testimony sent forth to the world over your signature and found in the front of that book.  Was your testimony based on a dream, was it the imagination of your mind, was it an illusion, a myth—tell me truthfully?"

Oliver seemed deeply touched.  Without saying a word he moved from his chair to the bookcase and retrieved a first edition of the Book of Mormon.  He then read in a solemn manner the words of testimony to which he had subscribed his name and addressing Elder Gates said, "Jacob, I want you to remember what I say to you.  I am a dying man, and what would it profit me to tell you a lie?  I know that this Book of Mormon was translated by the gift and power of God.  My eyes saw, my ears heard, and my understanding was touched, and I know that whereof I testified is true.  It was no dream, no vain imagination of the mind—it was real."

Then Jacob followed with a second question and interrogated him about the reality of the angel under whose hands he received the priesthood.  Oliver replied, "Jacob, I felt the hand of the angel on my head as plainly as I could feel yours, and could hear his voice as I now hear yours.”  Perhaps this was a simple observation in view of the ramifications of the query and the vastness of the evidence, but the implications are there: "I felt the hand … I could hear his voice.”  (Larry C. Porter’s chapter in Studies in Scripture, The Pearl of Great Price, p. 395) 

Presentation Notes

· Bring to class –

· Extra copies of the scriptures for students who forget theirs.

· A few copies of the additional resource books, or just use the print-outs of the answer section.
· The quiz could be done in teams.  If so, do it in sections such as questions 1-5, then 6-10, etc.  so that there is time to stop and review.
