Joseph Smith & Angels
Moroni's Visits

During the Prophet's lifetime he wrote or dictated four separate known accounts of [the First Vision and] the appearance of Moroni to him … 
In [the 1832] account Joseph Smith gave few details. He mentioned specifically Moroni's telling him of the ancient American record and the young Prophet's future responsibilities regarding it. He also made the following interesting observation: "He revealed unto me many things concerning the inhabitants of the earth which since have been revealed in commandments & revelations." …
The Prophet's 9 November 1835 account is … the record of the visit of one Robert Matthews, who visited the Prophet under the pseudonym of "Joshua the Jewish minister."

The longest and most well-known of Joseph Smith's accounts … is the [1838] account that has become canonized as the Joseph Smith—History in the Pearl of Great Price.   
…The final of the Prophet's known firsthand accounts … is that contained in the Wentworth Letter [1842] ...  It contains the following additional detail -

On the evening of the 21st of September, A.D. 1823, while I was praying unto God, and endeavoring to exercise faith in the precious promises of scripture on a sudden a light like that of day, only of a far purer and more glorious appearance, and brightness burst into the room, indeed the first sight was as though the house was filled with consuming fire; the appearance produced a shock that affected the whole body; in a moment a personage stood before me surrounded with a glory yet greater than that with which I was already surrounded.   

(From Kent P. Jackson’s chapter in Studies in Scripture, The Pearl of Great Price, p. 341.)

Moroni's Message

From the scriptures quoted to Joseph Smith, we can see that the young Prophet was instructed in the following aspects of the mission of the Church in the last days:

1. The calling of the Prophet Joseph Smith (Malachi 3:1; Isaiah 11:1, 10-12).

2. The opening of the heavens with the Restoration (Joel 2:28-29).

3. Restoration of priesthood and sealing keys (Malachi 4:5-6).

4. The gathering of the elect, both Israelite and Gentile (Isaiah 11:10-16).

5. Destruction and purification prior to and during the Lord's coming (Malachi 3:2-3; 4:1, 3; Acts 3:22-23; Joel 2:30-31).

6. Deliverance in Zion (Malachi 4:2; Joel 2:32).
7. The Second Coming (Malachi 3:1-2).
8. The Millennium (Malachi 3:3-4; 4:2; Isaiah 11:1-9).  (ibid, p. 362.)
Significantly [Moroni’s message] was presented through scripture, as the messenger from the Lord taught out of the Bible by quoting passages from other prophets. Since the resurrected Jesus also taught by quoting and expounding scripture, during his appearance to the children of Lehi in the Americas, we can view this method of teaching as the model which all gospel instruction should follow. And, significantly, it is the pattern followed throughout the career of Joseph Smith. (ibid, p. 361.)
Lucy Mack Smith's history of this event adds the following information: "The messenger whom he saw the previous night, visited him again, and the first thing he said was, 'Why did you not tell your father that which I commanded you to tell him?' Joseph replied, 'I was afraid my father would not believe me.' The angel rejoined, 'He will believe every word you say to him'" (Pearl of Great Price student manual, p. 60)
The Setting
Commentary on JSH 1:29 - “… In consequence of these things …” It was during a prayer for “forgiveness of … sins and follies” that the revelation came.  Joseph was astonishingly honest in admitting that it was fear of condemnation that drove him to his knees the evening of September 21.  The vision three years earlier had allowed him to see the tremendous responsibility that rested upon him.  Little wonder that he was concerned he might have fallen from God’s grace.

“I had retired to my bed …” Joseph, with his brothers, slept in the upper room of the Smiths’ log cabin.  The low garret was divided into two compartments.  Which one Joseph slept in is unknown, but he would not have been alone.  He seems to have prayed from the comfort of his bed, not kneeling beside it, in order to be out of the way when his brothers retired.

“I betook myself to prayer … “Joseph felt confident he could get an answer to his prayer, and he did not give up when an answer did not immediately come.  According to Oliver Cowdery’s account, Moroni came some time after the family retired.  That would put the event around eleven o’clock.  If that is the case, Joseph had been praying for two or three hours before the messenger appeared.

v. 30 - … One may wonder why the light’s intensity and Moroni’s long instruction did not awaken the others in the room.  It seems they did not see or hear anything. Joseph was caught up in a heavenly vision.  It was Joseph to whom the vision was opened, not to them.

“… Standing in the air.”  Room in the small garret was very tight.  There was barely space for a person to stand.  That Joseph saw the angel suspended “between the floors of the room,” as he said in 1835, suggests that the vision opened up a wider realm than the world in which he lived. (p. 352-353.)
v. 47 - “… Day was approaching.” The three instruction periods took the entire night, suggesting that each lasted up to two hours.  That being the case, Joseph’s account gives us only the highlights of the angel’s message.  (The Pearl Of Great Price, A Verse-by-Verse Commentary by Richard D. Draper, S. Kent Brown & Michael D. Rhodes.  Another author, Keith W. Perkins, reports that Joseph told Oliver that the first appearance “must have been 11:00 P.M., midnight, or later, ‘as the noise and bustle of the family, in retiring, had long since ceased.’”  See “Francis W. Kirkham: A ‘New Witness’ for the Book of Mormon,” Ensign, July 1984, p. 53.)
Hugh Nibley - If you pray for an angel to visit you, you know what he'll do if he comes.  He'll just quote the scriptures to you — so you know you're wasting your time waiting for what we already have.  Though you are amused by my saying this, I'm quite serious about it.  ("Gifts," Collected Works of Hugh Nibley, v. 9, p. 87, quoted in Of All Things! Classic Quotations from Hugh Nibley, p. 80.)
Autumnal Equinox

John L. Sorenson - … The Prophet Joseph was visited by Moroni and then received the plates at the autumnal equinox (which was also the Jewish New Year), and the appearance of Elijah in the Kirtland Temple took place on a Passover anniversary. These examples [of timing] could be multiplied.  (From his chapter in Book of Mormon Authorship Revisited: The Evidence for Ancient Origins, footnote 212.)
Daniel C. Peterson - Joseph Smith obtained the plates from which the Book of Mormon was translated from the angel Moroni on 22 September 1827 — which was not only the autumnal equinox but Jewish New Year's Day, Rosh Hashanah, the so-called "birthday of the world."  (“Mormonism as a Restoration”, FARMS Review, Maxwell Institute, v. 19, no. 1, 2006. p. 389–417.)
John the Baptist

See Joseph Smith-History 1:69 (and D&C 13:1).  
What was the first thing that John the Baptist said to Joseph and Oliver?    
Revelation 22:8-9 - And I John saw these things, and heard [them].  And when I had heard and seen, I fell down to worship before the feet of the angel which shewed me these things.   Then saith he unto me, See [thou do it] not: for I am thy fellowservant, and of thy brethren the prophets, and of them which keep the sayings of this book: worship God.  [Compare this to Oliver Cowdery’s account on the last page of the PoGP, middle of the page.  A similar theme is Ammon’s clarification of “my power” in Alma 17:29.]
1 Nephi 17:54 - And it came to pass that I stretched forth my hand unto my brethren, and … the Lord did shake them, even according to the word which he had spoken.  And now, they said: We know of a surety that the Lord is with thee, for we know that it is the power of the Lord that has shaken us. And they fell down before me, and were about to worship me, but I would not suffer them, saying: I am thy brother, yea, even thy younger brother; wherefore, worship the Lord thy God, and honor thy father and thy mother, that thy days may be long in the land which the Lord thy God shall give thee. 

Commentary on JSH 1:68-74 - The manner in which the government of God continues beyond the veil is evident in Joseph Smith's description of the restoration of the Aaronic Priesthood … The following facts can be identified from this brief excerpt: 

1. John's introduction of himself by name and association with the New Testament; 

2. His identification of the authority that he held in mortality and took with him to the spirit world; 

3. The announcement that he was going to bestow that authority upon Joseph and Oliver Cowdery; 

4. The reference to the position of presidency held by Peter, James, and John, which authority they too had taken with them beyond the veil; 

5. And that he acted under the direction of Peter, James, and John, honoring their position of presidency in the realms of glory as he honored that same authority in mortality. (Robert L. Millet and Joseph Fielding McConkie, The Life Beyond, p. 77.)
In 1849, Jacob Gates, a Latter-day Saint missionary on his way to England, stopped in Richmond, Missouri. Learning that his friend of former days, Oliver Cowdery, was experiencing ill health, he called on him at his home. In the course of their conversation, Jacob pressed an all-important question: "Oliver, I want you to tell me the whole truth about your testimony concerning the Book of Mormon—the testimony sent forth to the world over your signature and found in the front of that book. Was your testimony based on a dream, was it the imagination of your mind, was it an illusion, a myth—tell me truthfully?"

Oliver seemed deeply touched. Without saying a word he moved from his chair to the bookcase and retrieved a first edition of the Book of Mormon. He then read in a solemn manner the words of testimony to which he had subscribed his name and addressing Elder Gates said, "Jacob, I want you to remember what I say to you. I am a dying man, and what would it profit me to tell you a lie? I know that this Book of Mormon was translated by the gift and power of God. My eyes saw, my ears heard, and my understanding was touched, and I know that whereof I testified is true. It was no dream, no vain imagination of the mind—it was real."

Then Jacob followed with a second question and interrogated him about the reality of the angel under whose hands he received the priesthood. Oliver replied, "Jacob, I felt the hand of the angel on my head as plainly as I could feel yours, and could hear his voice as I now hear yours."  Perhaps this was a simple observation in view of the ramifications of the query and the vastness of the evidence, but the implications are there: "I felt the hand… I could hear his voice."  (Larry C. Porter’s chapter in Studies in Scripture, The Pearl of Great Price, p. 395.)

Peter, James and John

The restoration of the Melchizedek Priesthood probably occurred between late May and early June 1829 along the Susquehanna River, and a twenty-eight miles stretch of road between Harmony, Pennsylvania and Colesville, New York.
Addison Everett - I heard the following conversation between Joseph and Hyrum a few days before they were martyred.  … Oliver Cowdery was spoken of and Joseph went on to state that ‘at Colesville he and Oliver were under arrest on charge of Deceiving the people and in court he stated that the first miracle done was to create this earth.  About that time his attorney told the court that he wanted to see Mr. Smith alone a few moments.  When alone Mr. Reid said that there was a mob in front of the house and hosting [hoisting] the window, Joseph and Oliver went to the woods in a few rods, it being night, and they traveled until Oliver was exhausted and Joseph almost carried him through mud and water.  They traveled all night and just at the break of day Oliver gave out entirely and exclaimed “O Lord, How long Brother Joseph have we got to endure this thing.”  Brother Joseph said that at that very time Peter, James and John came to them and ORDAINED THEM to the APOSTLESHIP.  They had 16 or 17 miles to travel to get back to Mr. Hale’s, his father-in-law, and Oliver did not complain any more of fatigue.  (Quoted by Larry C. Porter, “Dating the Restoration of the Melchizedek Priesthood”, Ensign, June, 1979.)
Lyndon Cook - Peter, James and John appeared to Joseph and Oliver to restore the Melchizedek priesthood.   Peter also made a later appearance.  “It was at the dedicatory services of the Kirtland Temple, on 27 March 1836, that Peter made an appearance, seven days prior to the appearances recorded in D&C 110.  There are three corroborating accounts of the visitation of an angel at the dedication of 27 March, and one of those identifies the angelic visitor as Peter. The Prophet Joseph tells us that ‘Frederick G. Williams arose and testified that while Sidney Rigdon was making his first prayer an angel entered the window and took his seat between Father Smith and himself, and remained there during the prayer.’”  (“Notes and Comments”, BYU Studies, v. 15, No., p. 551.)
Milton V. Backman, Jr. - During a fifteen-week period, extending from January 21 to May 1, 1836, probably more Latter-day Saints beheld visions and witnessed other unusual spiritual manifestations than during any other era in the history of the Church. There were reports of Saints' beholding heavenly beings at ten different meetings held during that time. At eight of these meetings, many reported seeing angels; and at five of the services, individuals testified that Jesus, the Savior, appeared. While the Saints were thus communing with heavenly hosts, many prophesied, some spoke in tongues, and others received the gift of interpretation of tongues.  (The Heavens Resound: A History of the Latter-day Saints in Ohio, 1830-1838, p. 285.)
Moses, Elias and Elijah

John P. Pratt - The long-awaited return of Elijah occurred in the Kirtland Temple on Easter Sunday, 16 Nisan, 3 April 1836. First the Savior appeared, followed by Moses, then Elias, and finally Elijah.

Moses restored the “keys of the gathering of Israel,” one of the necessary preparations for the Second Coming. These include the keys to gather scattered Israel from the four quarters of the earth and to lead the Ten Tribes from the land of the north. (D&C 110:11.)
Elias “committed the dispensation of the gospel of Abraham, saying that in us and our seed all generations after us should be blessed.” (D&C 110:12.)
Elijah restored “the power to hold the key of the revelations, ordinances, oracles, powers and endowments of the fulness of the Melchizedek Priesthood and of the kingdom of God on the earth; and to receive, obtain, and perform all the ordinances belonging to the kingdom of God, even unto the turning of the hearts of the fathers unto the children, and the hearts of the children unto the fathers, even those who are in heaven.”  (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p. 337)
The Prophet Joseph Smith explained that “the spirit of Elias is first, Elijah second, and Messiah last. Elias is a forerunner to prepare the way, and the spirit and power of Elijah is to come after, holding the keys of power, building the Temple to the capstone, placing the seals of the Melchizedek Priesthood upon the house of Israel, and making all things ready; then Messiah comes to His Temple, which is last of all.” (TPJS, p. 340)
Thus, the coming of Elijah on 3 April 1836 was to occur after forerunners had returned in the spirit of Elias to prepare the way. (See D&C 27:6–7; D&C 128:20–21.)  At his return, Elijah declared: “Therefore, the keys of this dispensation are committed into your hands; and by this ye may know that the great and dreadful day of the Lord is near, even at the doors.” (D&C 110:16.)  With the keys of the dispensation of the fulness of times (D&C 112:30) restored, the Church would then “build up the kingdom before the coming of the great day of the Lord.”  (TPJS, p. 340)   (“The Restoration of Priesthood Keys on Easter 1836, Part 2: Symbolism of Passover and of Elijah’s Return,” Ensign, Jul 1985, 55)
 (Lesson by Zan and Misty Larsen, elarsen.net/lessons)
Presentation Notes
Smith home –

· Bedroom
· Exterior
Zebedee Coltrin –

· http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zebedee_Coltrin


Extra Material

A Comparison of the Visits
(from the student manual)

	1st
	Called Joseph Smith by name

	
	Introduced himself to Joseph

	
	Told Joseph that God had a work for him to do

	
	Told Joseph that his name would be known for good and evil among all people

	
	Told Joseph about the Book of Mormon

	
	Quoted Old and New Testament prophecies regarding the last days

	
	Quoted many other passages of scripture

	
	Offered many scriptural explanations

	
	Warned Joseph not to show the plates to anyone unless commanded or he would be destroyed

	
	Joseph saw in vision the place where the plates were deposited.

	2nd
	Repeated what he said during the first visit "without the least variation"

	
	Told Joseph that great judgments were coming upon the earth, including desolations such as famine, sword, and pestilence

	3rd
	Repeated what he had said before

	
	Added a caution concerning Satan's temptation to use the gold plates to obtain wealth

	
	Said Joseph must have no other motive than to glorify God and build the kingdom of God

	4th
	Called Joseph by name

	
	Related all that he had said the night before

	
	Commanded Joseph to tell his father of the vision and the commandments he had received


A significant point in comparing the four visits of Moroni to the Prophet Joseph Smith is the repetition of instruction. Furthermore, Moroni seems to have discerned the thoughts and feelings Joseph was having between each visit.  For example, Moroni added instructions on the impending end of the world during the second visit, a subject Joseph seems most concerned about after the first visit. Then Moroni added a warning during the third visit about Joseph's motives in getting the plates, a temptation Joseph could have easily experienced after the second visit. Finally, Moroni added the commandment for Joseph to tell his father of the visitation, a command that Joseph might have felt impractical, or at least inconvenient, in the middle of the night.

Lucy Mack Smith's history of this event adds the following information: "The messenger whom he saw the previous night, visited him again, and the first thing he said was, 'Why did you not tell your father that which I commanded you to tell him?' Joseph replied, 'I was afraid my father would not believe me.' The angel rejoined, 'He will believe every word you say to him'" (Pearl of Great Price student manual, p. 60)
Keith W. Perkins - Oliver wrote a series of letters to W. W. Phelps concerning these events—letters that give us valuable insights not found in Joseph Smith’s history. For example, Oliver was told the location where Joseph had found the plates on the Hill Cumorah: “the west side of the hill, not far from the top.”  He also learned the approximate time when the angel Moroni appeared to Joseph during the night of 21 September 1823. Although Joseph was not able to tell him the exact time, he said it must have been 11:00 P.M., midnight, or later, “as the noise and bustle of the family, in retiring, had long since ceased.”  If it was that late at night, Joseph Smith must have prayed for several hours before Moroni appeared.  (“Francis W. Kirkham: A ‘New Witness’ for the Book of Mormon,” Ensign, July 1984, p. 53)


Removed from the “John the Baptist” section -

(See Oliver’s account on the last page of Joseph Smith - History, middle of the page.)  (  What in the world?  Why did he say that?
(See Revelation 19:10, 22:8-9 and 1 Nephi 17:54-55.)
See also 1 Nephi 17:54 – amazing!

Great article: “The Restoration of Priesthood Keys on Easter 1836, Part 2: Symbolism of Passover and of Elijah’s Return” by John P. Pratt, Ensign, Jul 1985, p. 55.  (Link)
Brigham Young – … When disease seizes our systems, we do not know what to do, and death often overcomes us, and we bury our friends.  This is hard for us, but what of it?  We will follow them, they will not come back to us.  The time will come when they will come back, but that will be when Jesus comes.  We shall be with them then; but we shall perhaps sleep in the dust long before that time, that is, many of us. 
Perhaps some in this house will live until Jesus and the Saints come, but I expect to sleep.  I have no promise of living until then.  I can say with regard to parting with our friends, and going ourselves, that I have been near enough to understand eternity so that I have had to exercise a great deal more faith to desire to live than I ever exercised in my whole life to live.  

The brightness and glory of the next apartment is inexpressible.  It is not encumbered with this clog of dirt we are carrying around here so that when we advance in years we have to be stubbing along and to be careful lest we fall down.  We see our youth, even, frequently stubbing their toes and falling down.  But yonder, how different!  They move with ease and like lightning.  If we want to visit Jerusalem, or this, that, or the other place-and I presume we will be permitted if we desire-there we are, looking at its streets.  If we want to behold Jerusalem as it was in the days of the Savior; or if we want to see the Garden of Eden as it was when created, there we are, and we see it as it existed spiritually, for it was created first spiritually and then temporally, and spiritually it still remains.  

And when there we may behold the earth as at the dawn of creation, or we may visit any city we please that exists upon its surface.  If we wish to understand how they are living here on these western islands, or in China, we are there; in fact, we are like the light of the morning, or, I will not say the electric fluid, but its operations on the wires.  

God has revealed some little things with regard to His movements and power, and the operation and motion of the lightning furnish a fine illustration of the ability and power of the Almighty.  If you could stretch a wire from this room around the world until the two ends nearly met here again, and were to apply a battery to one end, if the electrical conditions were perfect, the effect of the touch would pass with such inconceivable velocity that it would be felt at the other end of the wire at the same moment.  This is what the faithful Saints are coming to; they will possess this power, and if they wish to visit different planets, they will be there.  If the Lord wish to visit His children here, He is here; if He wish to send one of His angels to the earth to speak to some of His children, he is here.  (Journal of Discourses, v.14, p. 231)
Brigham Young – … When messengers are sent to minister to the inhabitants of this earth, they are not strangers, but from the ranks of our kindred, friends, and fellow-beings and fellow-servants.  The ancient Prophets who died were those who came to visit their fellow-creatures upon the earth.  (Journal of Discourses, v. 22, p. 352.)


Gordon B. Hinckley - The era in which we live is the fulness of times spoken of in the scriptures, when God has brought together all of the elements of previous dispensations.  From the day that He and His Beloved Son manifested themselves to the boy Joseph, there has been a tremendous cascade of enlightenment poured out upon the world.  The hearts of men have turned to their fathers in fulfillment of the words of Malachi.  The vision of Joel has been fulfilled wherein he declared:  [He then quotes Joel 2:28-32.]  There has been more of scientific discovery during these years than during all of the previous history of mankind.  Transportation, communication, medicine, public hygiene, the unlocking of the atom, the miracle of the computer, with all of its ramifications, have blossomed forth, particularly in our own era.  During my own lifetime, I have witnessed miracle after wondrous miracle come to pass.  We take it for granted.

And, with all of this, the Lord has restored His ancient priesthood.  He has organized His Church and kingdom during the past century and a half.  He has led His people.  They have been tempered in the crucible of terrible persecution.  He has brought to pass the wondrous time in which we now live.

We have seen only the foreshadowing of the mighty force for good that this Church will become.  And yet I marvel at what has been accomplished.  (“Living in the Fulness of Times”, Ensign, Nov.  2001, p. 4)
How do we know that Moroni was resurrected?
Joseph Smith - "How and where did you obtain the Book of Mormon?"  Moroni, who deposited the plates in a hill in Manchester, Ontario county, New York, being dead and raised again therefrom, appeared unto me, and told me where they were, and gave me directions how to obtain them.  I obtained them, and the Urim and Thummim with them, by the means of which I translated the plates; and thus came the Book of Mormon.  (History of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, v. 3, p. 28)


Full Quote
Moroni's Visits on 21-22 September 1823

During the Prophet's lifetime he wrote or dictated four separate known accounts of the appearance of Moroni to him… The first of these is preserved in the draft of a history that the Prophet wrote and dictated between 20 July and 27 November 1832.  [This account] was dictated to Frederick G. Williams, and it follows his recitation of the First Vision. 

When I was seventeen years of age I called again upon the Lord and he shewed unto me a heavenly vision for behold an angel of the Lord came and stood before me and it was by night and he called me by name and he said the Lord had forgiven me my sins and he revealed unto me that in the Town of Manchester Ontario County N.Y. there was plates of gold upon which there was engravings which was engraven by Maroni & his fathers the servants of the living God in ancient days and deposited by the commandments of God and kept by the power thereof and that I should go and get them and he revealed unto me many things concerning the inhabitants of the earth which since have been revealed in commandments & revelations and it was on the 22d day of Sept. AD 1822 and thus he appeared unto me three times in one night and once on the next day.

In this account Joseph Smith gave few details. He mentioned specifically Moroni's telling him of the ancient American record and the young Prophet's future responsibilities regarding it. He also made the following interesting observation: "He revealed unto me many things concerning the inhabitants of the earth which since have been revealed in commandments & revelations." Thus Moroni revealed things to the Prophet at that time which were substantiated and confirmed in later revelations. Subsequent events in the process of the restoration of the gospel bear this out, and the Prophet's later accounts of the same visitation give additional detail. By the time this account was dictated (in the summer or fall of 1832), over eighty of the revelations now contained in the Doctrine and Covenants had been given. Moroni's appearance, coming as it did at the beginning of the Restoration, served as a prologue to the mighty process of revelation that ushered in the fulness of the gospel, revealed anew in the Dispensation of the Fulness of Times. 

The Prophet's 9 November 1835 account is contained in a journal entry that was dictated to Warren Parrish, Joseph Smith's scribe at the time.  It is the record of the visit of one Robert Matthews, who visited the Prophet under the pseudonym of "Joshua the Jewish minister."

The longest and most well-known of Joseph Smith's accounts… was dictated in 1838. …It is the account that has become canonized as the Joseph Smith—History in the Pearl of Great Price.   
…The [fourth and] final of the Prophet's known firsthand accounts of the First Vision and Moroni's visits is that contained in the Wentworth Letter, which was published in the Times and Seasons on 1 March 1842.  This document was also written by the Prophet to be published—but to a non-Latter-day Saint readership.  It contains the following additional detail -

On the evening of the 21st of September, A.D. 1823, while I was praying unto God, and endeavoring to exercise faith in the precious promises of scripture on a sudden a light like that of day, only of a far purer and more glorious appearance, and brightness burst into the room, indeed the first sight was as though the house was filled with consuming fire; the appearance produced a shock that affected the whole body; in a moment a personage stood before me surrounded with a glory yet greater than that with which I was already surrounded. 
Other Sources for Moroni's Visit

In addition to the accounts that came directly from Joseph Smith, other secondary sources exist from people of the Prophet's generation who knew him well, learned of the events directly from him, and published their accounts during the Prophet's lifetime. Foremost among these are accounts written by Oliver Cowdery and Orson Pratt. Oliver Cowdery's renditions of the appearance of Moroni are contained in three articles, in the form of letters to W. W. Phelps, published in 1835 in the Messenger and Advocate.  The letters contain lengthy discourses on the restoration of the gospel and the messages conveyed to the Prophet by Moroni. It appears that Oliver Cowdery used the opportunity to present to the Church rather extensive expositions on several significant gospel subjects, focusing on the things that were communicated by Moroni to Joseph Smith. 

(All of the above material is from Kent P. Jackson’s chapter in Studies in Scripture, The Pearl of Great Price, p. 341.)

Significantly [Moroni’s message] was presented through scripture, as the messenger from the Lord taught out of the Bible by quoting passages from other prophets. Since the resurrected Jesus also taught by quoting and expounding scripture, during his appearance to the children of Lehi in the Americas, we can view this method of teaching as the model which all gospel instruction should follow. And, significantly, it is the pattern followed throughout the career of Joseph Smith. (ibid, p. 362.)


Among [Joseph Smith’s]s heavenly tutors were the following: God the Father of all, and his Son Jesus Christ (JS-H 1:14-20); Moroni, keeper of the "stick of Ephraim" from whence the Book of Mormon was translated (JS-H 1:28-54); John the Baptist (D&C 13; JS-H 1:66-72); Peter, James, and John, the Lord's chief Apostles and keepers of the keys of the kingdom (D&C 27:12; 128:20; JS-H 1:72); Moses (D&C 110:11); Elias, or Noah who is also Gabriel (D&C 110:12; AGQ 3:138-41); Elijah (D&C 110:13-16); Michael, or Adam (D&C 128:20); Raphael and … divers angels, from … Adam down to the present time" (D&C 128:21); Mormon and Nephi "and others of the ancient Prophets who formerly lived on this Continent" (JD 17:374); Alma (JD 18:47); Seth, the son of Adam (HC 5:347); the three Nephites  (Diary of Oliver B. Huntington, 162); Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Enoch, "and the apostles that lived on this continent as well as those who lived on the Asiatic continent. He seemed to be as familiar with these people as we are with one another," observed John Taylor. (JD 21:94; see also TPJS, 180.)   (Hoyt W. Brewster, Jr., Doctrine and Covenants Encyclopedia , p. 530)


Zebedee Coltrin

(Susan Easton Black, Who's Who in the Doctrine and Covenants, p.65, regarding D&C 52:2)
Birth: 7 September 1804, Ovid, Seneca County, New York. Son of  John  Coltrin and Sarah Graham. 

Death: 2 July 1887, Spanish Fork, Utah County, Utah. 

In 1814 Zebedee Coltrin moved with his parents to the small community of Strongsville, Ohio, and grew to manhood accepting the Methodist faith of his father. Then on 8 January 1831 he and his father listened to the preaching of Solomon Hancock, a Mormon elder. That evening Zebedee "resolved to be baptized and as I lay meditating the room became lighted up with a brilliant light and I saw a number of men dressed in white robes."1  The next day he was baptized in a pond near his father's farm by Elder Hancock and twelve days later was ordained an elder by  John  Whitmer. 

The first of the  revelations  calling him to labor in Missouri is found in  D&C 52:29.  Other subsequent missionary assignments were recorded in his journal. 

In Zebedee's most quoted account from the Kirtland era, he describes his sacred remembrances of the School of the Prophets: "I saw a personage passing through the room as plainly as I see you now [high priests in Spanish Fork]. Joseph asked us if we knew who it was and answered himself, that is Jesus, our elder brother, the Son of God."2  As the vision closed, Zebedee reported, "Again I saw passing through the same room, a personage whose glory and brightness was so great, that I can liken it to nothing but the burning bush that  Moses  saw, and its power was so great that had it continued much longer I believe it would have consumed us."3  The Prophet announced that the personage was the Father of Jesus Christ. "I saw him," said Zebedee. He also testified of seeing the Prophet come from the translating room after receiving the  revelation  known as the Word of Wisdom. "His face shone with brilliance," Zebedee later said.4   

Zebedee possessed an unusual spiritual nature that the Prophet recognized: "President Zebedee Coltrin … saw the Savior extended before him, as upon the cross, and a little after, crowned with glory upon his head above the brightness of the sun."5 On another occasion the Prophet recorded, "President Zebedee Coltrin, one of the Seven [meaning the Seven Presidents of the Seventies], saw a vision of the Lord's host."6 

Zebedee's spirituality contrasted with the religious bigotry in Kirtland that caused him and other Saints to flee to Missouri and then to Illinois. In 1839 he settled in Nauvoo but soon accepted an opportunity to return to Kirtland. Misfortune followed his move to Ohio, as his wife, Julia Ann, died, saying, "Let me go! Let me go! Come Lord Jesus and take me."7 

Zebedee served briefly as second counselor to Almon W. Babbitt of the Kirtland Stake before returning to Nauvoo. From Nauvoo he journeyed on a mission assignment to Wisconsin, where he met Mary Mott and said to himself, "There is my future wife."8 They were married on 5 February 1843 in Nauvoo. Zebedee supported his family as a merchant during the Nauvoo years amid missions to Illinois and Michigan. 

As religious persecution flared again, he fled with his family and joined the exiled Saints in Iowa and, later, Winter Quarters. Zebedee was in the vanguard company that journeyed to the Salt Lake Valley in 1847. In August 1847 he returned to the Camp of Israel and seved as a high councilman and, later, as a missionary in Iowa and Wisconsin. Almost four years passed before Zebedee returned to the Valley. He settled on Main Street in Salt Lake City, where the Joseph Smith Memorial Building now stands, before accepting a settlement call to Palmyra near the Spanish Fork Canyon in 1852. There he helped pioneer the community, assisting in building schools, bridges, meetinghouses, and roads. He was elected to the Utah County branch of the Deseret Manufacturing Society and served as a city councilman for Spanish Fork. For several years he was a home missionary, president of the Utah Stake high priests quorum, and a frequent speaker at pioneer celebrations and reunions. 

On 31 May 1873 Zebedee was ordained a patriarch by  John  Taylor. He served in this office for fourteen years and gave over one thousand patriarchal blessings, including blessings to Melvin J. Ballard and George Albert Smith. He spent the last years of his life traveling and doing temple work in the Logan Temple-the temple in which he had offered the benediction at the dedication.  

After a brief illness Zebedee died in 1887 in Spanish Fork at the age of eighty-two. He had been scheduled to give the July twenty-fourth oration, but his funeral was held that day instead. He is buried in the Spanish Fork Cemetery, and on his tombstone is written: 

A friend of Joseph Smith lies here 

A patriarch and pioneer 

His life was marked by faith and zeal 

His mission was to bless and heal.
