The Divine Calling 
of Joseph Smith

Parley P. Pratt was present in May 1831 when Joseph Smith received the revelation that is now section 50 of the Doctrine and Covenants.  He recorded:

After we had joined in prayer in [Joseph Smith's] translating room, he dictated in our presence the following revelation:—(Each sentence was uttered slowly and very distinctly, and with a pause between each, sufficiently long for it to be recorded, by an ordinary writer, in long hand.)

This was the manner in which all his written revelations were dictated and written.  There was never any hesitation, reviewing, or reading back, in order to keep the run of the subject; neither did any of these communications undergo revisions, interlinings, or corrections.  As he dictated them so they stood, so far as I have witnessed; and I was present to witness the dictation of several communications of several pages each.  (Autobiography of Parley, p. 62, quoted in Neal A. Maxwell’s But For A Small Moment, p. 57)
William McLellin - I, as scribe, have written [D&C] revelations from the mouth of both the revelators, Joseph Smith and David Whitmer.  And I have been present many times when others wrote for Joseph; therefore, I speak as one having experience.  The scribe seats himself at a desk or table, with pen, ink, and paper.  The subject of inquiry being understood, the Prophet and revelator inquires of God.  He spiritually sees, hears, and feels, and then speaks as he is moved upon by the Holy Ghost, the "thus saith the Lord," sentence after sentence, and waits for his [scribe] to write and then read aloud each sentence.  Thus they proceed until the revelator says Amen, at the close of what is then communicated.  I have known both those men mentioned above, to seat themselves, and without premeditation, to thus deliver in broken sentences, some of the most sublime pieces of composition which I ever perused in any book.  (Writings of Early Latter Day Saints, p. 98)
Mary C. Westover - I was very small when we lived in Nauvoo, but I always attended the meetings.  The most striking thing I remember was a prophecy Joseph Smith made, which I saw fulfilled immediately.  I was at the funeral service of King Follett, in the Nauvoo Grove.  A heavy thunderstorm arose.  The people became frightened and started to go home.  But the Prophet arose and told the multitude that if they would remain still and pray in their hearts the storm would not molest them in their services.

They did as they were bidden, and the storm divided over the grove.  I well remember how it was storming on all sides of the grove, yet it was calm around us as if there was no sign of a storm so near by.

I thought as I sat there that the Lord was speaking through Joseph.  (Robert L. Millet and Joseph Fielding McConkie, Life Beyond, p. 8)
Joseph Smith - June 24.  This night the cholera burst forth among us, and about midnight it was manifested in its most virulent form.  Our ears were saluted with cries and moanings and lamentations on every hand; even those on guard fell to the earth with their guns in their hands, so sudden and powerful was the attack of this terrible disease.  At the commencement, I attempted to lay on hands for their recovery, but I quickly learned by painful experience, that when the great Jehovah decrees destruction upon any people, and makes known His determination, man must not attempt to stay His hand.  The moment I attempted to rebuke the disease I was attacked, and had I not desisted in my attempt to save the life of a brother, I would have sacrificed my own.  (History of the Church, p. 114)
Neal A. Maxwell - President Brigham Young, who visited Joseph in Liberty Jail, said, "I heard Joseph say many a time, 'I shall not live until I am forty years of age.' (Discourses of Brigham Young, p. 467)  President Wilford Woodruff's journal records that Lyman Wight "said that Joseph told him, while in Liberty Jail, Missouri in 1839, he would not live to see forty years.”  (History of the Church 7:212)  Joseph's accelerated efforts thereafter to prepare the Twelve, including those in early 1844, would have reflected this timetable.  (But For A Small Moment, footnotes)
Joseph Taylor - In February, 1841, my brother John was in jail, in the hands of the Missourians, about two hundred miles from home, and my dear widowed mother was very much concerned about his safety.  On one occasion she was crying and fretting about him.

When I saw her in trouble, I asked what was the matter.

She replied that she was afraid the Missourians would kill her dear son John, and she would never see him again.

I was strongly impressed to have her let me go to the Prophet Joseph and ask him if my brother would ever come home.  She was very desirous for me to do so.

As the Prophet Joseph only lived about three miles from our house I got on a horse and rode to his home.  When I reached there, Sister Emma Smith said that he and his son Joseph had just gone up the river near Nauvoo to shoot ducks.  I rode up to them, when the Prophet inquired about my mother's welfare.

I told him that Mother was very sad and downhearted about the safety of her son John; and she had requested me to come and ask him as a man of God whether my brother would ever return home.

He rested on his gun, and bent his head for a moment as if in prayer or deep reflection.  Then, with a beautiful beaming countenance, full of smiles, he looked up and told me to go and tell Mother that her son would return in safety inside of a week.  True to the word of the Prophet, he got home in six days after this occurrence.  This was a great comfort to Mother for her son had been absent about six months.  (Writings Of The Early Latter-day Saints, p. 202)
Brigham Young - Those who were acquainted with him knew when the Spirit of Revelation was on him, for his countenance wore an expression peculiar to himself while under that influence.  He preached by the Spirit of Revelation, and taught in his council by it, and those who were acquainted with him could discover it at once, for at such times there was a peculiar clearness and transparency in his face.  (Discourses of Brigham Young, p. 141)
Harrison Burgess - I will here relate a vision which was shown to me.  It was near the close of the endowments--I was in a meeting for instruction in the upper part of the temple, with about a hundred of the high priests, seventies, and elders.  The Saints fell to shout, "Hosannah," and the spirit of God rested upon me in mighty power and I beheld the room lighted up, with a peculiar light such as I had never seen before; [soft and clear and] the room looked to me as though it had neither roof nor floor to the building and I beheld Joseph [Smith the Prophet] and Hyrum Smith [the Prophet's brother], and Roger Orton enveloped in the light.  Joseph exclaimed aloud,"I behold the Saviour, the Son of God.”  Hyrum exclaimed "I behold the angels of heaven.”  Brother Orton exclaimed, "I behold the chariots of Israel.”  All who were in the room felt the power of God to [the] degree that many prophesied, and the power of God was made manifest, [to all these in the assembly] the remembrance of which I shall never forget while I live upon the earth.  (Harrison Burgess, Autobiography, in Kenneth G.  Hales, Windows, Writings of Early Latter-day Saints, p. 102)
Anson Call - I had before seen him in a vision, and now saw while he was talking his countenance change to white; not the deadly white of a bloodless face, but a living brilliant white.  He seemed absorbed in gazing at something at a great distance, and said: 'I am gazing upon the valleys of those mountains.' This was followed by a vivid description of the scenery of these mountains, as I have since become acquainted with it.  Pointing to Shadrach Roundy and others, he said: 'There are some men here who shall do a great work in that land.' Pointing to me, he said: 'There is Anson, he shall go and shall assist in building up cities from one end of the country to the other, and you, rather extending the idea to all those he had spoken of, shall perform as great a work as has been done by man, so that the nations of the earth shall be astonished, and many of them will be gathered in that land and assist in building cities and temples, and Israel shall be made to rejoice.'

It is impossible to represent in words this scene which is still vivid in my mind, of the grandeur of Joseph's appearance, his beautiful descriptions of this land, and his wonderful prophetic utterances as they emanated from the glorious inspirations that overshadowed him.  There was a force and power in his exclamations of which the following is but a faint echo: 'Oh the beauty of those snow-capped mountains!  The cool refreshing streams that are running down through those mountain gorges!' Then gazing in another direction, as if there was a change of locality [the prophet said]: 'Oh, the scenes that this people will pass through!  The dead that will lay between here and there.' Then turning in another direction as if the scene had again changed [the prophet said]: 'Oh the apostasy that will take place before my brethren reach that land!' 'But,' he continued, 'The priesthood shall prevail over its enemies, triumph over the devil and be established upon the earth, never more to be thrown down!' He then charged us with great force and power, to be faithful to those things that had been and should be committed to our charge, with the promise of all the blessings that the Priesthood could bestow.  (History of the Church, v. 5, p. 86, footnote)
Mary E. Lightner - A board was put across two chairs to make seats.  Martin Harris sat on a little box at Joseph's feet.  They sang and prayed, then Joseph got up to speak.  He began very solemnly and very earnestly; all at once his countenance changed and he stood mute.  He turned so white, he seemed perfectly transparent.  Those who looked at him that night said he looked like he had a searchlight within him.  I never saw anything like it on earth.  I could not take my eyes away from him.  I remember I thought we could almost see the bones through the flesh of his face.

I shall remember him as he looked then as long as I live.  He stood some moments looking over the congregation, as if to pierce each heart, then said, "Do you know who has been in your midst this night?"

One of the Smiths said, "An angel of the Lord.”  Martin Harris said, "It was our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.”  Joseph put his hand down on Martin's head and said, "The Spirit of God revealed that to thee.  Yes, brothers and sisters, the Savior has been in your midst this night, and I want you all to remember it.  There is a veil over your eyes, for you could not endure to look upon him.  You must be fed with milk not with strong meat.  

“I want you all to remember this as if it were the last thing that escapes my lips.  He has given you all to me, and commanded me to seal you up to everlasting life, that where he is there you may be also.  And if you are tempted of Satan say, `Get behind me Satan, for my salvation is secure.'" Then he knelt down and prayed.  And such a prayer, I never heard before or since.  We all felt that he was talking to the Lord and that the Spirit of the Lord rested down on the congregation.  (Writings of the Early Latter-day Saints, p. 556)
Philo Dibble – [When receiving D&C 76 on the Degrees of Glory] Joseph wore black clothes, but at this time seemed to be dressed in an element of glorious white, and his face shone as if it were transparent, but I did not see the same glory attending Sidney.  (Hyrum L. Andrus and Helen Mae Andrus, They Knew the Prophet, p. 68)
Zebedee Coltrin - At one of these meetings after the organization of the school, on the 23rd January, 1833, when we were all together, Joseph having given instructions, and while engaged in silent prayer, kneeling, with our hands uplifted each one praying in silence, no one whispered above his breath, a personage walked through the room from East to West, and Joseph asked if we saw him.  I saw him and suppose the others did, and Joseph answered that is Jesus, the Son of God, our elder brother.  Afterward Joseph told us to resume our former position in prayer, which we did.  Another person came through; He was surrounded as with a flame of fire.  [I] experienced a sensation that it might destroy the tabernacle as it was of consuming fire of great brightness.  The Prophet Joseph said this was the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  I saw Him … This appearance was so grand and overwhelming that it seemed I should melt down in His presence, and the sensation was so powerful that it thrilled through my whole system and I felt it in the marrow of my bones.  The Prophet Joseph said: Brethren now you are prepared to be Apostles of Jesus Christ, for you have seen both the Father and the Son.  (Lyndon W.  Cook, The Revelations of the Prophet Joseph Smith: A Historical and Biographical Commentary of the Doctrine and Covenants, p. 187)

Zebedee Coltrin - Once after returning from a mission to Kirtland, I met Brother Joseph, who asked me if I did not wish to go with him to a conference at New Portage, Ohio.  The party consisted of Presidents Joseph Smith, Sidney Rigdon, Oliver Cowdery and me.  Next morning at New Portage, I noticed that Joseph seemed to have a far off look in his eyes, or was looking at a distance.  Presently he stepped between Brother Cowdery and me, and taking us by the arm said, "Let's take a walk.”  We went to a place where there was some beautiful grass, and grapevines and swamp birch interlaced.  President Joseph Smith then said, "Let us pray."

We all three prayed in turn—Joseph, Oliver and me.  Brother Joseph then said, "Now brethren, we will see some visions.”  Joseph lay down on the ground on his back and stretched out his arms, and we laid on them.  The heavens gradually opened, and we saw a golden throne, on a circular foundation, and on the throne sat a man and a woman, having white hair and clothed in white garments.  Their heads were white as snow, and their faces shone with immortal youth.  They were the two most beautiful and perfect specimens of mankind I ever saw.  Joseph said, "They are our first parents, Adam and Eve."

Adam was a large broad shouldered man, and Eve, as a woman, was as large in proportion.  (Hyrum L. Andrus and Helen Mae Andrus, They Knew the Prophet, p. 28)

Erastus Snow, in writing to George A. Smith on 3 September 1865, related that in 1839 the Prophet had uttered a prophecy as he pronounced a blessing upon Andrew L. Lamoreaux, who was about to depart on a mission within the United States.  The Prophet “laid his hands on Elder Lamoreaux and blessed him, and prophesied upon his head, that he would go on a mission to France, learn another tongue and do much good.”  This did, in fact occur when Andrew was called as the President of the French Mission on 15 September 1852.

But Joseph Smith also said something during this blessing that caused him great sadness.  The Prophet stated that Andrew “would not live to return to his family.”  Upon saying these words Joseph wept, but he said that “it was pressed upon him and he could not refrain from giving utterance to it.  Elder Lamoreaux talked with his family about [the prophecy] when he left them in 1852, and endeavored to persuade them that this was not the time and mission upon which he should fall, but to believe that he would at this time be permitted to return again.  When the [Church periodical called the] Luminary brought the tidings of his death [on 13 June 1855 from cholera], they exclaimed, ‘Surely, Brother Joseph was a prophet, for all his words have come to pass.’”  (Matthew B. Brown, All Things Restored, p. 45)

George A. Smith - The Prophet Joseph Smith told Willard Richards that he would someday be involved in a scene of gunfire.  This prediction became all too real at Carthage jail on the day that Joseph Smith was murdered.  “Dr. Richards' escape was miraculous; he being a very large man, and in the midst of a shower of balls, yet he stood unscathed, with the exception of a ball which grazed the tip end of the lower part of his left ear.  His escape fulfilled literally a prophecy which Joseph made over a year previously, that the time would come that the balls would fly around him like hail, and he should see his friends fall on the right and on the left, but that there should not be a hole in his garment.  (History of the Church, v. 6, p. 619.  Note - D&C 135:2 - “Willard Richards … through the providence of God, escaped, without even a hole in his robe.”)

Wilford Woodruff testified on several occasions that when Joseph Smith delivered his last charge to the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, the room was filled with the Spirit of God.  The feeling produced by this presence, said President Woodruff, was like a consuming holy fire.  The Prophet, said President Woodruff, was clothed upon with the power of God to such an accentuated degree that his face became “clear as amber” as he was “transfigured” before them.

In this heightened state of spirituality, the Prophet laid before the Apostles what the Lord required at his hand.  He told the Twelve that God had sealed upon his head all of the priesthood, gifts, keys, powers, principles, and ordinances belonging to the dispensation of the fullness of times.  He then said, “I have sealed upon your heads all those principles, priesthood, apostleship, and keys of the kingdom of God, and now you have got to round up your shoulders and bear off this kingdom.”  (Matthew B. Brown, All Things Restored, p. 49)

Sally H. Conrad lived in the David Whitmer home during the time when Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery were translating and transcribing the Book of Mormon in the upper level of the structure.  Conrad relates that she “saw them come down from [the] translating room several times when they looked so exceedingly white and strange that she enquired of Mrs. Whitmer the cause of their unusual appearance, but Mrs. Whitmer was unwilling to tell [Conrad] the true cause as it was a sacred, holy event connected with a holy, sacred work which was opposed and persecuted by nearly everyone who heard of it.”

Conrad was frightened by the appearance of these two men and insisted that she be told of its cause.  “Sister Whitmer then told her what the men were doing in the room above and that the power of God was so great in the room that they could hardly endure it; at times angels were in the room in their glory which nearly consumed them.”  (Matthew B. Brown, All Things Restored, p. 51)

Orson F. Whitney - Six months after the Church was organized … Elders started upon a mission to the Lamanites; and, coming to Kirtland, in northern Ohio, they preached the Gospel there, and gathered into the fold quite a number, among them … my grandfather, Newel K.  Whitney, with his wife, Elizabeth Ann Whitney.  These disciples, hearing that the Church would probably move westward, began to pray for the coming of the Prophet.  …When the Prophet came to Kirtland he … went into the store … and said: "Newel K. Whitney, thou art the man!"  Grandfather was astonished; he had never seen Joseph Smith till then—Joseph had never seen him with his natural eyes—and he answered: "Stranger, you have the advantage of me; I could not call you by name, as you have me.”  And the stranger then said: "I am Joseph, the Prophet.  You have prayed me here.  Now, what do you want of me?"
1046By what power did this remarkable man, Joseph Smith, recognize one whom he had never before seen in the flesh?  Why did not Newel K. Whitney recognize him?  It was because Joseph Smith was a seer, a choice seer; he had actually seen Newel K. Whitney upon his knees, hundreds of miles away, praying for his coming to Kirtland.  (Conference Report, April 1912)
 (Lesson by Zan and Misty Larsen, http://lessons.elarsen.net. 

We originally found all quotes in the book All Things Restored by Matthew B. Brown, but then looked them up and quoted most of them from elsewhere as an added verification.)

Presentation Notes

Have the class members take turns reading entries.  

Before doing so tell them that we will stop halfway through the sheets and ask for each person to state his or her favorite and explain why.  We will also do it at the end of the second half.  

Tell them they may want to do some highlighting.

OR

Combine these pages with the Messiah Ben Joseph lesson.  Have a couple of readers come up front and take turns reading the 10 points, asking for comments when appropriate.

Following this, divide these three pages into three sets of quotes.  Put the class in groups and have each group read the 1st set of quotes amongst themselves.  Ask them, as a group, to choose a favorite.  Call on one group to see what they liked best and have them tell what they liked about it.  If time, ask the another group if they liked the same one or a different one.

Move on to the 2nd set of quotes.  Do the same thing, then do the 3rd set if you have time.



Margarette McIntire Burgess  -My older brother and I were going to school [in Nauvoo], near to the building which was known as Joseph's brick store.  It had been raining the previous day, causing the ground to be very muddy, especially along that street.  My brother Wallace and I both got stuck in the mud, and could not get out, and of course, child-like, we began to cry, for we thought we would have to stay there.  But looking up, I beheld the loving friend of children, the Prophet Joseph, coming to us.  He soon had us on higher and drier ground.  Then he stooped down and cleaned the mud from our little, heavy-laden shoes, took his handkerchief from his pocket and wiped our tear-stained faces.  He spoke kind and cheering words to us, and sent us on our way to school rejoicing.  Was it any wonder that I loved that great, good and noble man of God? (Teachings of Presidents of the Church: Joseph Smith, p. 517-527)
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