Joseph Smith and Knowledge

Comments we might hear -

A. The gospel is simple.  I don’t need anything complicated or difficult. 

B. I don’t really need more knowledge; I already have everything I need for salvation, at least in this phase of my existence.

C. I don’t need more knowledge for my calling; it’s just a matter of following the spirit.

D. There are a lot of things a whole lot more urgent and important that stockpiling more abstract and impractical knowledge.

E. I finished my schooling (thank heavens) and can now just live life.

F. Yes I need more knowledge but not the kind that requires a lot of extra work.

G. I have been raising children and haven’t had time to become a scriptorian.



1. Many, having a zeal not according to knowledge, and not understanding the pure principles of the doctrine of the Church, have, no doubt, in the heat of enthusiasm, taught and said many things which were derogatory to the genuine character and principles of the Church; and for these things we are heartily sorry, and would apologize, if apology would do any good. (History of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints [HC], v. 2, p. 255) 

2. Spent this day at home, endeavoring to treasure up knowledge for the benefit of my calling...
At home. Continued my studies. O may God give me learning, even language; and endue [give a quality or trait] me with qualifications to magnify His name while I live. (HC, v. 2, p. 344)
3. Many ... dishonor themselves and the Church, and bring persecution swiftly upon us, in consequence of their zeal without knowledge. (HC, v. 2, p. 394)
4. Words of Howard Coray: Knowing the meagerness of his [the Prophet's] education, I was truly gratified at seeing his great ease, even in the company of the most scientific minds, and the ready, off-hand manner in which he would answer their questions. I heard him say that God had given him the key of knowledge by which he could trace any subject through all its ramifications. (Hyrum L. Andrus and Helen Mae Andrus, comps., They Knew the Prophet, pp. 133-134)
5. [The Melchizedek Priesthood] is the channel through which all knowledge, doctrine, the plan of salvation, and every important matter is revealed from heaven. (HC, v. 4, p. 207)
6. The "University of the City of Nauvoo" will enable us to teach our children wisdom, to instruct them in all the knowledge and learning, in the arts, sciences, and learned professions. We hope to make this institution one of the great lights of the world, and by and through it to diffuse that kind of knowledge which will be of practicable utility, and for the public good, and also for private and individual happiness. (HC, v. 4, p. 269)
7. As far as we degenerate from God, we descend to the devil and lose knowledge, and without knowledge we cannot be saved... 

… A man is saved no faster than he gets knowledge, for if he does not get knowledge, he will be brought into captivity by some evil power in the other world, as evil spirits will have more knowledge, and consequently more power than many men who are on the earth. Hence it needs revelation to assist us, and give us knowledge of the things of God. (HC, v. 4, p. 588)
8. The exaltation and happiness of any community, goes hand in hand with the knowledge possessed by the people, when applied to laudable ends; whereupon we can exclaim like the wise man; righteousness exalteth a nation; for righteousness embraces knowledge and knowledge is power. (Times and Seasons, v. 3, p. 889)
9. We cannot keep all the commandments without first knowing them, and we cannot expect to know all, or more than we now know unless we comply with or keep those we have already received. (HC 5:135)
10. If we get puffed up by thinking that we have much knowledge, we are apt to get a contentious spirit, and correct knowledge is necessary to cast out that spirit.

The evil of being puffed up with correct (though useless) knowledge is not so great as the evil of contention. Knowledge does away with darkness, suspense and doubt; for these cannot exist where knowledge is...
In knowledge there is power. God has more power than all other beings, because he has greater knowledge; and hence he knows how to subject all other beings to Him. He has power over all. (HC, v. 5, p. 340)
11. It is not wisdom that we should have all knowledge at once presented before us; but that we should have a little at a time; then we can comprehend it ...
Add to your faith knowledge, &c. The principle of knowledge is the principle of salvation. This principle can be comprehended by the faithful and diligent; and every one that does not obtain knowledge sufficient to be saved will be condemned. The principle of salvation is given us through the knowledge of Jesus Christ. (HC, v. 5, p. 387)
12. When a man is reined up continually by excitement, he becomes strong and gains power and knowledge; but when he relaxes for a season, he loses much of his power and knowledge. (HC, v. 5, p. 389)
13. Knowledge is power; and the man who has the most knowledge has the greatest power. (HC, v. 5, p. 392)
14. The Lord deals with this people as a tender parent with a child, communicating light and intelligence and the knowledge of his ways as they can bear it ... There could not anything be given, pertaining to life and godliness, without knowledge...
Salvation is for a man to be saved from all his enemies; for until a man can triumph over death, he is not saved. A knowledge of the priesthood alone will do this. (HC, v. 5, p. 402-403)
15. There are a great many wise men and women too in our midst who are too wise to be taught; therefore they must die in their ignorance, and in the resurrection they will find their mistake. Many seal up the door of heaven by saying, So far God may reveal and I will believe. (HC, v. 5, p. 424)
16. When God offers a blessing or knowledge to a man, and he refuses to receive it, he will be damned. The Israelites prayed that God would speak to Moses and not to them; in consequence of which he cursed them with a carnal law. (HC, v. 5, p. 555)
17. All men know that they must die. And it is important that we should understand the reasons and causes of our exposure to the vicissitudes of life and of death, and the designs and purposes of God in our coming into the world, our sufferings here, and our departure hence. What is the object of our coming into existence, then dying and falling away, to be here no more? It is but reasonable to suppose that God would reveal something in reference to the matter, and it is a subject we ought to study more than any other. We ought to study it day and night, for the world is ignorant in reference to their true condition and relation. If we have any claim on our Heavenly Father for anything, it is for knowledge on this important subject. Could we read and comprehend all that has been written from the days of Adam, on the relation of man to God and angels in a future state, we should know very little about it. Reading the experience of others, or the revelation given to them, can never give us a comprehensive view of our condition and true relation to God. Knowledge of these things can only be obtained by experience through the ordinances of God set forth for that purpose. Could you gaze into heaven five minutes, you would know more than you would by reading all that ever was written on the subject. (HC, v. 6, p. 50)
18. Angels have advanced higher in knowledge and power than spirits.

... I anointed him [Judge Adams, now dead] to the patriarchal power—to receive the keys of knowledge and power, by revelation to himself. (HC, v. 6, p. 51-52)
19. We have received a portion of knowledge from God by immediate revelation, and from the same source we can receive all knowledge...
... There has been a great difficulty in getting anything into the heads of this generation. It has been like splitting hemlock knots with a corn-dodger for a wedge, and a pumpkin for a beetle. Even the Saints are slow to understand. (HC, v. 6, p. 183-184)
20. If we start right, it is easy to go right all the time; but if we start wrong we may go wrong, and it will be a hard matter to get right. (HC, v. 6, p. 303)
21. Knowledge saves a man; and in the world of spirits no man can be exalted but by knowledge. So long as a man will not give heed to the commandments, he must abide without salvation. If a man has knowledge, he can be saved; although, if he has been guilty of great sins, he will be punished for them. But when he consents to obey the gospel, whether here or in the world of spirits, he is saved. (HC, v. 6, p. 314)
22. I say there are Gods many and Lords many, but to us only one, and we are to be in subjection to that one, and no man can limit the bounds or the eternal existence of eternal time. Hath he beheld the eternal world, and is he authorized to say that there is only one God? He makes himself a fool if he thinks or says so, and there is an end of his career or progress in knowledge. He cannot obtain all knowledge, for he has sealed up the gate to it. (HC, v. 6, p. 474-75)
23. Our lives have already become jeopardized by revealing the wicked and bloodthirsty purposes of our enemies; and for the future we must cease to do so. All we have said about them is truth, but it is not always wise to relate all the truth. Even Jesus, the Son of God had to refrain from doing so, and had to restrain His feelings many times for the safety of Himself and His followers, and had to conceal the righteous purposes of His heart in relation to many things pertaining to His Father's kingdom. When still a boy He had all the intelligence necessary to enable Him to rule and govern the kingdom of the Jews, and could reason with the wisest and most profound doctors of law and divinity, and make their theories and practice appear like folly compared with the wisdom He possessed; but He was a boy only, and lacked physical strength even to defend His own person, and was subject to cold, to hunger and to death. So it is with the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints; we have the revelations of Jesus, and the knowledge within us is sufficient to organize a righteous government upon the earth, and to give universal peace to all mankind, if they would receive it, but we lack the physical strength, as did our Savior when a child, to defend our principles, and we have of necessity to be afflicted, persecuted and smitten, and to bear it patiently until Jacob is of age, then he will take care of himself. (HC , v. 6, p. 608-609)
24. How vain and trifling have been our spirits, our conferences, our councils, our meetings, our private as well as public conversations—too low, too mean, too vulgar, too condescending for the dignified characters of the called and chosen of God, according to the purposes of His will, from before the foundation of the world! We are called to hold the keys of the mysteries of those things that have been kept hid from the foundation of the world until now.  (HC, v. 3, p. 295)


Isn’t the Gospel Simple?

Teachers’ Note - The word “gospel” has two meanings.  First, in D&C 27:5 the Lord says the Book of Mormon contains the fullness of the gospel.  In that sense the word “gospel” means the “good news” that the savior atoned for our sins and that we must obey the commandments.  

Joseph F. Smith - In the theological sense, the gospel means more than just the tidings of good news… There is no fundamental principle, or truth anywhere in the universe, that is not embraced in the gospel of Jesus Christ… (Gospel Doctrine, p. 85-86)  

Ezra Taft Benson - The gospel can be viewed from two perspectives. In the broadest sense, the gospel embraces all truth, all light, all revealed knowledge to mankind. (Teachings of Ezra Taft Benson, p. 30)

1 Corinthians 13:11 - When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child: but when I became a man, I put away childish things.

Hebrews 5:12-13 - For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat.  For every one that useth milk is unskillful in the word of righteousness: for he is a babe.

Hebrews 6:1, Amplified Bible – Therefore let us go on and get past the elementary stage in the teachings and doctrine of Christ…, advancing steadily toward the completeness and perfection that belong to spiritual maturity.

But the Scriptures Say the Gospel is Plain

Teachers’ Note - Consider the book of Isaiah.  Nephi says “my soul delighteth in plainness unto my people, that they may learn.” (1 Nephi 25:4) – yet he is the same person who put many chapters of Isaiah in the Book of Mormon.  “…I, Nephi, write more of the words of Isaiah, for my soul delighteth in his words.” (2 Nephi 11:2)  Nephi later adds, “For behold, Isaiah spake many things which were hard for many of my people to understand; for they know not concerning the manner of prophesying among the Jews” (2 Nephi 25:1) – and we too have the same difficulty.  

Isaiah is quoted throughout the New Testament and throughout the other 3 standard works.  In 3 Nephi 23:1 our resurrected Lord commanded the Nephites (and us) to “search these things diligently; for great are the words of Isaiah.”  Another example is that Joseph Smith said “the book of Revelation is one of the plainest books God ever caused to be written.” (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p. 290)  Operating a VCR or driving a car is plain to those with the proper training and experience.



Hugh Nibley - Now we come to a subject with which the Prophet Joseph was greatly concerned. To keep the Saints always reaching for the highest and best, the utmost of their capacity, requires enormous motivation—and the gospel supplies it. Nothing can excite men to action like the contemplation of the eternities. The quality in which the Saints have always excelled is zeal. Zeal is the engine that drives the whole vehicle: without it we would get nowhere. But without clutch, throttle, brakes, and steering wheel, our mighty engine becomes an instrument of destruction, and the more powerful the motor, the more disastrous the inevitable crack-up if the proper knowledge is lacking. There is a natural tendency to let the mighty motor carry us along, to give it its head, to open it up and see what it can do. We see this in our society today … We have the zeal but not the knowledge, so to speak. And this the Prophet Joseph considered a very dangerous situation in the Church. Speaking to the new Relief Society, "[he] commended them for their zeal, but said sometimes their zeal was not according to knowledge."  (TJPS, p. 201)  What good is the power, he asks, without real intelligence and solid knowledge?

He gives the example of those Saints who were carried away at the thought and prospect of "a glorious manifestation from God." And he bids them ask, "a manifestation of what? Is there any intelligence communicated? ... All the intelligence that can be obtained from them when they arise, is a shout of 'glory,' or 'hallelujah,' or some incoherent expression, but they have had the 'power.'" (TJPS, p. 204)  Another time he warned the sisters against being "subject to overmuch zeal, which must ever prove dangerous, and cause them to be rigid in a religious capacity." (TJPS, p. 238)  Zeal makes us loyal and unflinching, but God wants more than that. In the same breath, the Prophet said that the people "were depending on the Prophet, hence were darkened in their minds, in consequence of neglecting the duties devolving upon themselves." (TJPS, p. 238)  They must do their own thinking and discipline their minds. If not, that will happen again which happened in Kirtland: "Many, having a zeal not according to knowledge," said the Prophet, "have, no doubt in the heat of enthusiasm, taught and said things which are derogatory to the genuine character and principles of the Church."  (TJPS, p. 80)   Specifically, "soon after the Gospel was established in Kirtland, ... many false spirits were introduced, many strange visions were seen, and wild, enthusiastic notions were entertained; ... many ridiculous things were entered into, calculated to bring disgrace upon the Church of God." (TJPS, p. 213-214)  This was the time when some of the brethren in Kirtland were out to prove that they were smarter than the Prophet and produced the so-called Egyptian Alphabet and Grammar, to match his production of the book of Abraham.

This illustrates another point, that knowledge can be heady stuff, but it easily leads to an excess of zeal!—to illusions of grandeur and a desire to impress others and achieve eminence. The university is nothing more nor less than a place to show off: if it ceased to be that, it would cease to exist. Again the Prophet Joseph is right on target when he tells us that true knowledge can never serve that end. Knowledge is individual, he observes, and if a person has it, "who would know it? ... The greatest, the best, and the most useful gifts, would be known nothing about by an observer... There are only two gifts that could be made visible—the gift of tongues and the gift of prophecy." (TJPS, p. 246)
Our search for knowledge should be ceaseless, which means that it is open-ended, never resting on laurels, degrees, or past achievements. "If we get puffed up by thinking that we have much knowledge, we are apt to get a contentious spirit," and what is the cure? "Correct knowledge is necessary to cast out that spirit." (TJPS, p. 287)  The cure for inadequate knowledge is "ever more light and knowledge." But who is going to listen patiently to correct knowledge if he thinks he has the answers already? "There are a great many wise men and women too in our midst who are too wise to be taught; therefore they must die in their ignorance." (TJPS, p. 309) 

"I have tried for a number of years to get the minds of the Saints prepared to receive the things of God; but we frequently see some of them ... [that] will fly to pieces like glass as soon as anything comes that is contrary to their traditions: they cannot stand the fire at all." (TJPS, p. 331) 

If "I ... go into an investigation of anything that is not contained in the Bible, ... I think there are so many overwise men here, that they would cry 'treason' and put me to death." (TJPS, p. 348)  But, he asks, "Why be so certain that you comprehend the things of God, when all things with you are so uncertain?" (TJPS, p. 320)  True knowledge never shuts the door on more knowledge, but zeal often does. One thinks of the dictum, "We are not seeking for truth at the BYU, we have the truth!" So did Adam and Abraham have the truth, far greater and more truth than what we have, and yet the particular genius of each was that he was constantly "seeking for greater light and knowledge" (cf. Abraham 1:2).

The young, with their limited knowledge, are particularly susceptible to excessive zeal. Why do it the hard way, they ask at the BYU, when God has given us the answer book? The answer to that is, Because if you use the answer book for your Latin or your math, or anything else, you will always have a false sense of power and never learn the real thing: "The people expect to see some wonderful manifestation, some great display of power," says Joseph Smith, "or some extraordinary miracle performed; and it is often the case that young members of this Church, for want of better information, carry along with them their old notions of things, and sometimes fall into egregious errors." (TJPS, p. 242)  

"Be careful about sending boys to preach the Gospel to the world," said Joseph Smith. Why? Certainly not because they lacked zeal; that's the one thing they had. The Prophet explains: "Lest they become puffed up, and fall under condemnation... Beware of pride; ... apply yourselves diligently to study, that your minds may be stored with all necessary information." (TJPS, p. 43)  That is doing it the hard way. Can't the Spirit hurry things up? No—there is no place for the cram course or quickie, or above all the superficial survey course or quick trips to the Holy Land, where the gospel is concerned: "We consider that God has created man with a mind capable of instruction, and a faculty which may be enlarged in proportion to the heed and diligence given to the light communicated from heaven to the intellect; ... but ... no man ever arrived in a moment: he must have been instructed ... by proper degrees." (TJPS, p. 51)  

"The things of God are of deep import; and time, and experience, and careful and ponderous and solemn thoughts can only find them out. Thy mind, O man! if thou wilt lead a soul unto salvation, must stretch as high as the utmost heavens."  (TJPS, p. 137)   No shortcuts or easy lessons here! Note well that the Prophet makes no distinction between things of the spirit and things of the intellect.  (“Zeal Without Knowledge” chapter in Approaching Zion, p. 70)



Brigham Young - Every Elder should become a profound theologian. (Journal of Discourses, 6:317)
Joseph F. Smith - [A testimony] is not to be voiced merely to "fill up the time" in a public meeting; far less to excuse or disguise the speaker's poverty of thought or ignorance of the truth he is called to expound.  

…But the voicing of one's testimony, however eloquently phrased or beautifully expressed, is no fit or acceptable substitute for the needed discourse of instruction and counsel expected in a general gathering of the people. The man who professes a testimony as herein described, and who assumes that his testimony embraces all the knowledge he needs, and who therefore lives in indolence and ignorance shall surely discover his error to his own cost and loss. A gift from God, if neglected, or unworthily used, is in time withdrawn; the testimony of the truth will not remain with one who, having received, uses not the sacred gift in the cause of individual and general advancement. 

…Enrich your minds with the best of knowledge and facts. Of those who speak in his name, the Lord requires humility, not ignorance. (Gospel Doctrine, p. 205)
Gordon B. Hinckley – None of us … knows enough. The learning process is an endless process.  We must read, we must observe, we must assimilate, and we must ponder that to which we expose our minds.  I believe in evolution, not organic evolution, as it is called, but in the evolution of the mind, the heart, and the soul of man.  I believe in improvement.  I believe in growth ... 

… You cannot afford to stop. You must not rest in your development … There is so much to learn and so little time in which to learn it.  I confess I am constantly appalled by the scarcity of my knowledge, and the one resentment I think I carry concerns the many pressing demands which limit the opportunity for reading. As we talk of reading, I should like to add a word concerning that which we absorb not only out of the processes of the mind, but something further which comes by the power of the Spirit. Remember this promise given by revelation: "God shall give unto you knowledge by his Holy Spirit, yea, by the unspeakable gift of the Holy Ghost … (D&C 121:26)
Keep on growing, my brothers and sisters, whether you are thirty or whether you are seventy.  Your industry in so doing will cause the years to pass faster than you might wish, but they will be filled with a sweet and wonderful zest that will add flavor to your life and power to your teaching.  And to all of this you may add the promise that "whatever principle of intelligence we attain unto in this life, it will rise with us in the resurrection." (D&C 130:18) ("Four Imperatives for Religious Educators," Church Educational System Address, September 15, 1978)
Brigham Young once declared: "I shall not cease learning while I live, nor when I arrive in the spirit world; but shall there learn with greater facility; and when I again receive my body, I shall learn a thousand times more in a thousand times less time; and then I do not mean to cease learning, but shall still continue my researches" (Discourses of Brigham Young, p. 248).  (Teachings of Gordon B. Hinckley, p. 298-299)

Lesson by Elder and Sister Larsen
Presentation Ideas

Begin with a disclaimer that you aren’t trying to make anyone feel guilty.  “To everything there is a season and a time to every purpose under heaven.”  There are times in our lives when we have more time to study and learn.

Give students paper and pencils.  Have them write their responses to comments A-G as you read them, pausing after each.  (This is a thought exercise for them, no need to share answers yet.)

Assign students each a different Joseph Smith quote to read and share highlights or thoughts with the others, discuss as wanted.  Do this until you’ve been through all 24 quotes.  (A couple of them are long.  You can break them up or do them yourself.)

Talk about the meanings of the word “gospel”.  Using some of the challenge question material below, ask them how they would respond (some of these are the same or similar to the A-G comments at the beginning).  Make sure to note that the BYU/Nibley item is pretty old and things are now different at BYU.

Use the other quotes as desired, both the ones on the sheets and the extra material.  Finish up with the Gordon B. Hinckley quotes, noting how busy he is and that he is still spending time learning.  

Knowledge and continual learning are encouraged by our prophets and the scriptures.  (You may want to use some scriptures to end.)

Extra Material

Challenge Questions – Ask the students how they would respond to each of the following –

1. “I don’t need lots of gospel knowledge.  All I really need is a testimony.”

2. A primary president once said, “If I can just understand the gospel as it’s taught in the Primary manuals like those sweet children, I have what I need.”

3. While visiting a stake president’s office a man saw a book the president’s shelf titled, “Counseling: A Guide to Helping Others”, written by LDS family counselors to help parents and leaders help others through problems such as depression, aging and divorce.  The visitor had already read and learned from his own copy of the book, and asked the president if he had read it.  The president replied, “No, I just follow the spirit.”

4. Hugh Nibley - Whenever anyone begins to talk about serious matters at the BYU, inevitably someone says, "I would like to spend my time thinking about such things and studying them, but I cannot afford the luxury. I have to think about the really important business of life, which is making a living."  (Approaching Zion, p. 76)
5. I finished my formal education and now just focused on my family, my callings and my job.
6. Hugh Nibley - Some years ago, when it was pointed out that BYU graduates were the lowest in the nation in all categories of the Graduate Record Examination, the institution characteristically met the challenge by abolishing the examination. It was done on the grounds that the test did not sufficiently measure our unique “spirituality.” We talked extensively about “the education of the whole man” and deplored that educational imbalance that comes when students' heads are merely stuffed with facts—as if there was any danger of that here!  (Approaching Zion, p. 72-73, from lecture presented in 1975.)
7. Hugh Nibley - Not infrequently, Latter-day Saints tell me that they have translated a text or interpreted an artifact, or been led to an archaeological discovery as a direct answer to prayer, and that for me to question or test the results is to question the reality of revelation; and often I am asked to approve a theory or "discovery" that I find unconvincing, because it has been the means of bringing people to the Church—such practitioners are asking me to take their zeal as an adequate substitute for knowledge; but like Brother Olney, they refuse to have their knowledge tested ... The gifted and zealous Mr. Olney was "disfellowshiped, because he would not have his writings tested by the word of God," according to Joseph Smith. (Approaching Zion, p. 73)


M. Russell Ballard - The prophet Joseph Smith was not able to teach the saints everything that he knew because they were not prepared. That is why education is constantly stressed by the Lord.  That is why we encourage you to gain spiritual education by taking institute and religion classes.  It is why we counsel you to read scriptures every day.  It is why the Lord established the School of the Prophets.  The Lord said we cannot be saved in ignorance … Just think what we might be taught even today if we were prepared to receive it!"  ("What Came from Kirtland", CES Fireside, 6 Nov. 1994)
Hugh Pinnock - Every four years we are guided carefully through all of the scriptures in the adult curriculum of the Church. In a lifetime, each member can become a spiritual scriptorian instead of remaining a scriptural simpleton. How blessed we are to have our four books of scripture in editions that include efficient indexes, chapter headings, and other study helps such as the Topical Guide.  (“Learning Our Father’s Will,” Ensign, Nov. 1984, p. 73)

Boyd K. Packer - No teaching is equal, more spiritually rewarding, or more exalting than that of a mother teaching her children. A mother may feel inadequate in scripture scholarship because she is occupied in teaching her family. She will not receive a lesser reward.

President Grant Bangerter was having a doctrinal conversation with President Joseph Fielding Smith, who was touring his mission in Brazil. Sister Bangerter listened and finally said, “President Smith, I have been raising children and haven’t had time to become a scriptorian like he is. Will I get to the celestial kingdom with Grant?”

President Smith pondered soberly for a moment and then said, “Well, perhaps if you bake him a pie.”

A man will be hard pressed to equal that measure of spiritual refinement that accrues naturally to his wife as she teaches their children. And if he understands the gospel at all, he knows that he cannot be exalted without her. 19 His best hope is to lead out as an attentive, responsible partner in teaching their children.  (“Teach the Children,” Ensign, Feb. 2000, p. 10)

2 Nephi 28 - 

27 Yea, wo be unto him that saith: We have received, and we need no more!

29  Wo be unto him that shall say: We have received the word of God, and we need no more of the word of God, for we have enough!

30  For behold, thus saith the Lord God: I will give unto the children of men line upon line, precept upon precept, here a little and there a little; and blessed are those who hearken unto my precepts, and lend an ear unto my counsel, for they shall learn wisdom; for unto him that receiveth I will give more; and from them that shall say, We have enough, from them shall be taken away even that which they have.

Jarom 1:2 - For what could I write more than my fathers have written? For have not they revealed the plan of salvation? I say unto you, Yea; and this sufficeth me. (Page 138 out of 531 pages in the Book of Mormon)
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