Joseph Smith and Revelation

The following quotes are of Joseph Smith as compiled in the book The Teachings of Joseph Smith, edited by Larry E. Dahl and Donald Q. Cannon.  The source they quoted from the most is History of the Church (“HC”).  The compilers wrote in the Introduction –

We found it interesting to establish which subjects Joseph Smith taught the most about.  The topics selected which received the greatest amount of attention in this work [their book] include the following:

	Topic
	No. of Entries

	Revelation
	49

	Abraham, Book Of
	39

	Obedience
	28

	Truth
	26

	Devil
	25

	Charity
	24

	God
	23

	Jesus Christ
	23

	Knowledge
	23

	Holy Ghost (and the gift of)
	22

	Zion
	22




1. Seeing that the Lord has never given the world to understand, by anything heretofore revealed, that he had ceased forever to speak to his creatures, when sought unto in a proper manner, why should it be thought a thing incredible that he should be pleased to speak again in these last days for their salvation? 

Perhaps you may be surprised at this assertion, that I should say for the salvation of his creatures in these last days, since we have already in our possession a vast volume of his word, which he has previously given.  But you will admit that the word spoken to Noah was not sufficient for Abraham, or it was not required of Abraham to leave the land of his nativity, and seek an inheritance in a strange country upon the word spoken to Noah, but for himself he obtained promises at the hand of the Lord, and walked in that perfection, that he was called the friend of God. 

Isaac, the promised seed, was not required to rest his hope alone upon the promises made to his father Abraham, but was privileged with the assurance of his approbation, in the sight of Heaven, by the direct voice of the Lord to him. 

If one man can live upon the revelations given to another, might I not with propriety ask, why the necessity, then, of the Lord's speaking to Isaac as he did, as is recorded in the twenty-sixth chapter of Genesis?  For the Lord there repeats, or rather, promises again to perform the oath which he had previously sworn to Abraham; and why this repetition to Isaac?  Why was not the first promise as sure for Isaac as it was for Abraham?  Was not Isaac Abraham's son?  And could he not place implicit confidence in the veracity of his father as being a man of God? 

Perhaps you may say that he was a very peculiar man, and different from men in these last days, consequently, the Lord favored him with blessings, peculiar and different, as he was different from men of this age.  I admit that he was a peculiar man, and not only peculiarly blessed, but greatly blessed.  But all the peculiarity that I can discover in the man, or all the difference between him and men in this age, is, that he was more holy and more perfect before God, and came to him with a purer heart, and more faith than men in this day.

The same might be said on the subject of Jacob's history.  Why was it that the Lord spake to him concerning the same promise, after he had made it once to Abraham, and renewed it to Isaac?  Why could not Jacob rest contented upon the word spoken to his fathers?  When the time of the promise drew nigh for the deliverance of the children of Israel from the land of Egypt, why was it necessary that the Lord should begin to speak to them?  The promise or word to Abraham, was, that his seed should serve in bondage, and be afflicted, four hundred years, and after that they should come out with great substance.  Why did they not rely upon this promise, and when they had remained in Egypt, in bondage, four hundred years, come out, without waiting for further revelations, but act entirely upon the promise given to Abraham, that they should come out?

Paul said to his Hebrew brethren, that God being more abundantly willing to show unto the heirs of promise the immutability of his counsel, he confirmed it by an oath.  He also exhorts them, who, through faith and patience inherit the promises.

Notwithstanding, we (said Paul) have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us, which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast and which entereth into that within the vail, yet he was careful to press upon them the necessity of continuing on until they, as well as those who then inherited the promises, might have the assurance of their salvation confirmed to them by an oath from the mouth of him who could not lie; for that seemed to be the example anciently, and Paul holds it out to his Hebrew brethren as an object attainable in his day.  And why not? 

I admit that by reading the Scriptures of truth, the saints, in the days of Paul, could learn, beyond the power of contradiction, that Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob had the promise of eternal life confirmed to them by an oath of the Lord, but that promise or oath was no assurance to them of their salvation; but they could, by walking in the footsteps, continuing in the faith of their fathers, obtain, for themselves, an oath for confirmation that they were meet to be partakers of the inheritance with the saints in light.

If the saints, in the days of the apostles, were privileged to take the saints for example, and lay hold of the same promises, and attain to the same exalted privileges of knowing that their names were written in the Lamb's Book of Life, and that they were sealed there as a perpetual memorial before the face of the Most High, will not the same faithfulness, the same purity of heart, and the faith, bring the same assurance of eternal life, and that in the same manner to the children of men now, in this age of the world?  I have no doubt, but that the holy prophets, and apostles, and saints in ancient days were saved in the kingdom of God; neither do I doubt but that they held converse and communion with him while they were in the flesh, as Paul said to his Corinthian brethren, that the Lord Jesus showed himself to above five hundred saints at one time after his resurrection.  Job said that he knew that his Redeemer lived, and that he should see him in the flesh in the latter days. 

I may believe that Enoch walked with God, and by faith was translated.  I may believe that Noah was a perfect man in his generation, and also walked with God.  I may believe that Abraham communed with God, and conversed with angels.  I may believe that Isaac obtained a renewal of the covenant made to Abraham by the direct voice of the Lord.  I may believe that Jacob conversed with holy angels, and heard the word of his Maker, that he wrestled with the angel until he prevailed, and obtained a blessing.  I may believe that Elijah was taken to heaven in a chariot of fire with fiery horses.  I may believe that the saints saw the Lord, and conversed with him face to face after his resurrection.  I may believe that the Hebrew church came to Mount Zion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels.  I may believe that they looked into eternity, and saw the Judge of all, and Jesus the Mediator of the New Covenant. 

But will all this purchase an assurance for me, and waft me to the regions of eternal day, with my garments spotless, pure and white?  Or, must I not rather obtain for myself, by my own faith and diligence in keeping the commandments of the Lord, an assurance of salvation for myself?  And have I not an equal privilege with the ancient saints?  And will not the Lord hear my prayers, and listen to my cries as soon as he ever did theirs, if I come to him in the manner they did?  Or, is he a respecter of persons?  (History of Joseph Smith by Lucy Mack Smith, p. 233-237)

2. Minutes: [Joseph Smith] Further said that God had often sealed up the heavens because of covetousness in the church.  (Farr West Record, edited by Donald Q. Cannon and Lyndon W. Cook, p. 23, as found in Teachings of Joseph Smith)


3. Respecting the vision you speak of we do not consider ourselves bound to receive any revelation from any one man or woman without his being legally constituted and ordained to that authority, and giving sufficient proof of it.

I will inform you that it is contrary to the economy of God for any member of the Church, or any one, to receive instructions for those in authority, higher than themselves; therefore you will see the impropriety of giving heed to them; but if any person have a vision or a visitation from a heavenly messenger, it must be for his own benefit and instruction; for the fundamental principles, government, and doctrine of the Church are vested in the keys of the kingdom … And again we never inquire at the hand of God for special revelation only in case of there being no previous revelation to suit the case; and that in a council of High Priests … It is a great thing to inquire at the hands of God, or to come into His presence; and we feel fearful to approach Him on subjects that are of little or no consequence, to satisfy the queries of individuals, especially about things the knowledge of which men ought to obtain in all sincerity, before God, for themselves, in humility by the prayer of faith; and more especially a Teacher or a High Priest in the Church. (HC v. 1, p. 338-339)


4. It is very difficult for us to communicate to the churches all that God has revealed to us, in consequence of tradition; for we are differently situated from any other people that ever existed upon this earth; consequently those former revelations cannot be suited to our conditions; they were given to other people, who were before us; but in the last days, God was to call a remnant, in which was to be deliverance, as well as in Jerusalem and Zion.  Now if God should give no more revelations, where will we find Zion and this remnant?  The time is near when desolation is to cover the earth, and then God will have a place of deliverance in His remnant, and in Zion … Take away the Book of Mormon and the revelations, and where is our religion?  We have none … (HC v. 2, p. 52)


5. … When the heart is sufficiently contrite, then the voice of inspiration steals along and whispers, My son, peace be unto thy soul … (HC v. 3, p. 293)


6. There are times coming when God will signify many things which are expedient for the well-being of the Saints; but the times have not yet come, but will come, as fast as there can be found place and reception for them.  (HC v. 3, p. 301-302)


7. We are called to hold the keys of the mysteries of those things that have been kept hid from the foundation of the world until now.  Some have tasted a little of these things, many of which are to be poured down from heaven upon the heads of babes; yea, upon the weak, obscure and despised ones of the earth.  (HC v. 3, p. 296)


8. The spirit of revelation is in connection with these blessings.  A person may profit by noticing the first intimation of the spirit of revelation; for instance, when you feel pure intelligence flowing into you, it may give you sudden strokes of ideas, so that by noticing it, you may find it fulfilled the same day or soon; (i. e.) those things that were presented unto your minds by the Spirit of God, will come to pass; and thus by learning the Spirit of God and understanding it, you may grow into the principle of revelation, until you become perfect in Christ Jesus.  (HC v. 3, p. 381)


9. … If [Jesus] comes to a little child, He will adapt himself to the language and capacity of a little child.  (HC v. 3, p. 392)


10. Spring water tastes best right from the fountain.  (Words of Joseph Smith [“WJS”], The Contemporary Accounts of the Nauvoo Discourses of the Prophet Joseph, compiled by Andrew F. Ehat and Lyndon W. Cook WJS, p. 122)

11. It is my meditation all the day, and more than my meat and drink, to know how I shall make the Saints of God comprehend the visions that roll like an overflowing surge before my mind.  (HC v. 5, p. 362)


12. I could explain a hundred fold more than I ever have of the glories of the kingdoms manifested to me in the vision, were I permitted, and were the people prepared to receive them.  

The Lord deals with this people as a tender parent with a child, communicating light and intelligence and the knowledge of his ways as they can bear it.  (HC v. 5, p. 402)


13. Reading the experience of others, or the revelation given to them, can never give us a comprehensive view of our condition and true relation to God.  Knowledge of these things can only be obtained by experience through the ordinances of God set forth for that purpose.  Could you gaze into heaven five minutes, you would know more than you would by reading all that ever was written on the subject.  … 

I assure the Saints that truth, in reference to these matters [plan of salvation], can and may be known through the revelations of God in the way of His ordinances, and in answer to prayer …

I anointed [Judge Adams] to the patriarchal power—to receive the keys of knowledge and power, by revelation to himself.  He has had revelations concerning his departure, and has gone to a more important work.  (HC v.6, p. 50-52)


14. No man can receive the Holy Ghost without receiving revelations.  The Holy Ghost is a revelator.  (HC v. 6, p. 58)


15. There are but a very few beings in the world who understand rightly the character of God.  The great majority of mankind do not comprehend anything, either that which is past, or that which is to come, as it respects their relationship to God.  They do not know, neither do they understand the nature of that relationship; and consequently they know but little above the brute beast, or more than to eat, drink and sleep.  This is all man knows about God or His existence, unless it is given by the inspiration of the Almighty …

Having a knowledge of God, we begin to know how to approach Him, and how to ask so as to receive an answer.  When we understand the character of God, and know how to come to Him, he begins to unfold the heavens to us, and to tell us all about it.  (HC v. 6, p. 303, 308)


16. Words of Howard Coray:  One morning I went as usual into the office to go to work.  I found Joseph sitting on one side of a table and Robert B. Thompson on the opposite, and the understanding I got was that they were hunting in the manuscript of the new translation of the Bible for something on priesthood which Joseph wished to present or have read to the people the next conference.  Well, they could not find what they wanted, and Joseph said to Thompson, “Put the manuscript to one side, and take some paper, and I will tell you what to write.  

Brother Thompson took some foolscap paper that was at his elbow and made himself ready for the business.  I was seating probably six or either feet on Joseph’s left side, so that I could look almost squarely into the side of his eye.  The spirit of God descended upon him, and measure of it upon me, insomuch that I could fully realize that God, or the Holy Ghost, was talking through him.  I never, neither before or since, have felt as I did on that occasion.  (They Knew the Prophet by Hyrum Andrus and Helen Mae Andrus, p. 135)


17. God has so ordained that when He has communicated, no vision is to be taken but what you see by the seeing of the eye, or what you hear by the hearing of the ear.  When you see a vision, pray for the interpretation; if you get not this, shut it up; there must be certainty in this matter.  An open vision will manifest that which is more important.  Lying spirits are going forth in the earth.  There will be great manifestations of spirits, both false and true. (HC v. 3, p. 391-392)


18. It is the privilege of the Children of God to come to God [and] get Revelation … When any person receives a vision of Heaven, he sees things that he never thought of before … (WJS, p. 13-14)



19. David Whitmer  - At times when brother Joseph would attempt to translate he would look into the hat in which the stone was placed, [to exclude the light], he found he was spiritually blind and could not translate.  He told us that his mind dwelt too much on earthly things, and various causes would make him incapable of proceeding with the translation.  When in this condition he would go out and pray, and when he became sufficiently humble before God, he could then proceed with the translation.  Now we see how very strict the Lord is, and how he requires the heart of man to be just right in his sight before he can receive revelation from him.”  (Quoted in A Comprehensive History of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints by B. H. Roberts, v. 1, p.130-131.)
(Lesson by Elder and Sister Larsen)
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