
Joseph Smith on the Second Coming

The Last Days

1. For God hath so ordained, that His work shall be cut short in righteousness, in the last days.  (HC, v. 2, p. 262)
2. In the former days God sent His servants to fight; but in the last days, He has promised to fight the battle Himself.  (HC, v. 5, p. 356)
The Second Coming

3. When I contemplate the rapidity with which the great and glorious day of the coming of the Son of Man advances, when He shall come to receive His Saints unto Himself, where they shall dwell in His presence, and be crowned with glory and immortality; when I consider that soon the heavens are to be shaken, and the earth tremble and reel to and fro; and that the heavens are to be unfolded as a scroll when it is rolled up; and that every mountain and island are to flee away, I cry out in my heart, What manner of persons ought we to be in all holy conversation and godliness!  (HC v. 1, p. 442)
4. Explained concerning the coming of the Son of Man; also that it is a false idea that the Saints will escape all the judgments, whilst the wicked suffer; for all flesh is subject to suffer, and "the righteous shall hardly escape;" still many of the Saints will escape, for the just shall live by faith; yet many of the righteous shall fall a prey to disease, to pestilence, etc., by reason of the weakness of the flesh, and yet be saved in the Kingdom of God. So that it is an unhallowed principle to say that such and such have transgressed because they have been preyed upon by disease or death, for all flesh is subject to death; and the Savior has said, "Judge not, lest ye be judged."  (HC, v. 4, 11)
5. [Mr. Redding] has not seen the sign of the Son of Man, as foretold by Jesus; neither has any man, nor will any man, until after the sun shall have been darkened and the moon bathed in blood; for the Lord hath not shown me any such sign; and as the prophet saith, so it must be—"Surely the Lord God will do nothing, but He revealeth His secret unto His servants the prophets." (See Amos 3:7) Therefore hear this, O earth: The Lord will not come to reign over the righteous, in this world, in 1843, nor until everything for the Bridegroom is ready.  (HC, v. 5, p. 291)
6. The coming of the Son of Man never will be—never can be till the judgments spoken of for this hour are poured out: which judgments are commenced. Paul says, "Ye are the children of the light, and not of the darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief in the night." It is not the design of the Almighty to come upon the earth and crush it and grind it to powder, but he will reveal it to His servants the prophets.

Judah must return, Jerusalem must be rebuilt, and the temple, and water come out from under the temple, and the waters of the Dead Sea be healed. It will take some time to rebuild the walls of the city and the temple, &c.; and all this must be done before the Son of Man will make His appearance. There will be wars and rumors of wars, signs in the heavens above and on the earth beneath, the sun turned into darkness and the moon to blood, earthquakes in divers places, the seas heaving beyond their bounds; then will appear one grand sign of the Son of Man in heaven. But what will the world do? They will say it is a planet, a comet, &c. But the Son of Man will come as the sign of the coming of the Son of Man, which will be as the light of the morning cometh out of the east.  (HC v. 5, p. 337)
7. The inhabitants of the earth are asleep: they know not the day of their visitation. The Lord hath set the bow in the cloud for a sign that while it shall be seen, seed time and harvest, summer and winter shall not fail; but when it shall disappear, woe to that generation, for behold the end cometh quickly.  (HC, v. 5, p. 402)
8. I have asked of the Lord concerning His coming; and while asking the Lord, He gave a sign and said, "In the days of Noah I set a bow in the heavens as a sign and token that in any year that the bow should be seen the Lord would not come; but there should be seed time and harvest during that year: but whenever you see the bow withdrawn, it shall be a token that there shall be famine, pestilence, and great distress among the nations, and that the coming of the Messiah is not far distant … Jesus Christ never did reveal to any man the precise time that He would come. Go and read the Scriptures, and you cannot find anything that specifies the exact hour He would come; and all that say so are false teachers.  (HC v. 6, p. 264)

The Millennium

9. Joseph Said th they wiked will Not all be Distroyed at the Coming of Christ & also there will be wiked During the Melenium — for instance Isaiah says the Days of an infant shall be as the age of a tree also Zarch.—says all who Does Not Come up year by year with their Gifts to the preasts of the tabernicle that No Rain shall fall upon them—& that Jesus will be a Resident on the Earth a thousand [years] with the Saints is Not the Case but will Raign over the saints & come Down & instruct as he Did the 5 hundrd Brethern (1st Cor. 15) & those of the first Resurrection will also Raign with him over the saints—then after the Little Season is Expired & the Earth underGoes its Last Change & is Gloryfyed then will all the meek inherit the Earth wherein Dwelleth Righteous. (WJS, p. 65)

10. This [the millennium] is the only thing that can bring about the "restitution of all things spoken of by all the holy Prophets since the world was"—"the dispensation of the fullness of times, when God shall gather together all things in one." Other attempts to promote universal peace and happiness in the human family have proved abortive; every effort has failed; every plan and design has fallen to the ground; it needs the wisdom of God, the intelligence of God, and the power of God to accomplish this. The world has had a fair trial for six thousand years; the Lord will try the seventh thousand Himself; "He whose right it is, will possess the kingdom, and reign until He has put all things under His feet;" iniquity will hide its hoary head, Satan will be bound, and the works of darkness destroyed; righteousness will be put to the line, and judgment to the plummet, and "he that fears the Lord will alone be exalted in that day." To bring about this state of things, there must of necessity be great confusion among the nations of the earth; "distress of nations with perplexity."  (HC, v. 5, p. 64-65)
11. Christ and the resurrected Saints will reign over the earth during the thousand years. They will not probably dwell upon the earth, but will visit it when they please or when it is necessary to govern it. There will be wicked men on the earth during the thousand years. The heathen nations who will not come up to worship will be visited with the judgments of God, and must eventually be destroyed from the earth.  (HC, v. 5, p. 212)
12. The battle of Gog and Magog will be after the millennium. The remnant of all the nations that fight against Jerusalem were commanded to go up to Jerusalem to worship in the millennium.  (HC, v. 5, p. 298)


The Very Elect Will Not Be Deceived

Joseph Smith Matthew 1:22 - For in those days there shall also arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall show great signs and wonders, insomuch, that, if possible, they shall deceive the very elect, who are the elect according to the covenant.  

Matthew 24:24 and Mark 13:22 read “if it were possible”.  The New International Version of Matthew 24:24 says, “For false Christs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and miracles to deceive even the elect--if that were possible.”

Joseph Smith - Woe, woe be to that man or set of men who lift up their hands against God and His witness in these last days: for they shall deceive almost the very chosen ones!  …  False prophets always arise to oppose the true prophets and they will prophesy so very near the truth that they will deceive almost the very chosen ones. (HC, v. 6, p. 364)
Brigham Young - Were your faith concentrated upon the proper object, your confidence unshaken, your lives pure and holy, every one fulfilling the duties of his or her calling according to the Priesthood and capacity bestowed upon you, you would be filled with the Holy Ghost, and it would be as impossible for any man to deceive and lead you to destruction as for a feather to remain unconsumed in the midst of intense heat.  (Journal of Discourses, vol. 7, p. 277-278)
Joseph F. Smith - To the faithful Latter-day Saint is given the right to know the truth, as God knows it; and no power beneath the celestial kingdom can lead him astray, darken his understanding, becloud his mind or dim his faith or his knowledge of the principles of the gospel of Jesus Christ. It can't be done, for the light of God shines brighter than the illumination of a falsehood and error; therefore, those who possess the light of Christ, the spirit of revelation and the knowledge of God, rise above all these vagaries in the world; they know of this doctrine, that it is of God and not of man. (Gospel Doctrine, p. 6)

Who Are the Elect?

D&C 29:7 - And ye are called to bring to pass the gathering of mine elect; for mine elect hear my voice and harden not their hearts.

Isaiah 45:4 - For Jacob my servant's sake, and Israel mine elect, I have even called thee by thy name: I have surnamed thee, though thou hast not known me.

Psalms 105:6 - O ye seed of Abraham his servant, ye children of Jacob his chosen.   135:4 - For the LORD hath chosen Jacob unto himself, and Israel for his peculiar treasure. (New International Version says: “For the LORD has chosen Jacob to be his own, Israel to be his treasured possession.”)
George Q. Cannon - We find in the writings of the Apostles mention frequently made of the "elect" and of the "chosen"…  We go into a neighborhood, and we gather in a few. The great masses of the people pay no attention to the message of salvation that we declare. Now, who are these that listen? Why, we might call them very truthfully the "elect," the "chosen," according to the grace of God, as the Apostles so frequently did. Yes, we are chosen, but it is not because the others are not chosen. It is because we, in the providence and mercy of God, have had our hearts softened, so that we have believed the truth when we heard it; we have received it and rejoiced in it. Therefore, we can be rightfully called the elect. 

… But Paul, in this chapter that I have read, tells us who they are plainly; that "they are not all Israel which are of Israel." [Romans 9:6] There are a great many that inherit the blessings of the covenant, who are of the seed of Abraham, who do not prove themselves worthy of it, and therefore they are not all Israel. If they had obeyed the commandments of God they would have been; they would have received all the promises made to the fathers. (Collected Discourses, v. 2, p. 27 April 1890, “Foreordination And Predestination”)
D&C 84:33-34 - For whoso is faithful unto the obtaining these two priesthoods of which I have spoken, and the magnifying their calling, are sanctified by the Spirit unto the renewing of their bodies.  They become the sons of Moses and of Aaron and the seed of Abraham, and the church and kingdom, and the elect of God.

mag•ni•fy - to cause to be held in greater esteem or respect, to increase in significance, intensify. (www.m-w.com)
Joseph Smith Matthew 1:37 - And whoso treasureth up my word, shall not be deceived …

1 Nephi 22:22 - And the righteous need not fear, for they are those who shall not be confounded…

D&C 124:45-46 - And if my people will hearken unto my voice … they shall not be moved out of their place …

D&C 87:8 - Stand ye in holy places, and be not moved …



HC = History of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, by Joseph Smith, 7 vols., introduction and notes by B. H. Roberts.

WJS = The Words of Joseph Smith: The Contemporary Accounts of the Nauvoo Discourses of the Prophet Joseph, compiled and edited by Andrew F. Ehat and Lyndon W. Cook.  

 (Lesson by Elder and Sister Larsen)

Extra Material

Regarding #1’s “work cut short”, the closest thing could find is the following -

Joseph Smith Matthew 1:20 - And except those days should be shortened, there should none of their flesh be saved; but for the elect's sake, according to the covenant, those days shall be shortened.

Hugh Nibley - First the Lord prophesies "great tribulation on the Jews, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, such as was not before sent upon Israel … no, nor ever shall be sent again upon Israel" (JS-M 1:18; compare Matt. 24:21). It was a true prophecy; never were the Jews so completely obliterated as in the days of the Apostles (A.D. 70 and A.D. 130). And yet this was "only the beginning of the sorrows which shall come upon them" (JS-M 1:19)--the beginning of two thousand years of persecution. Time and again they were on the verge of extinction and only one thing saved them: "And except those days should be shortened, there should none of their flesh be saved" (JS-M 1:20).  (“Scriptural Perspectives on How To Survive the Calamities of the Last Days”, BYU Studies, v. 25, No. 1 - Winter 1985.)

Ezra Taft Benson - I have before me a quotation of Will Durrant in his book, The Story of Civilization, in which he states that 'no people in history fought so tenaciously for liberty as the Jews, nor any other people against such odds.' He says further, 'No other people has ever known so long an exile, or so hard a fate.'

Then referring to the siege of Jerusalem under Titus, lasting for 134 days, during which 1,100,000 Jews perished and 97,000 were taken captive: he states that the Romans destroyed 987 towns in Palestine and slew 580,000 men, and a still larger number, we are told, perished through starvation, disease, and fire.

... And even their banishment and scattering didn't end their persecution ...

...Yes, the prophecies regarding the dispersion and the suffering of Judah have been fulfilled. But the gathering and re-establishment of the Jews is also clearly predicted." (Conference Report, Apt. 1950, pp. 74-75, quoted in Milton R. Hunter’s Pearl of Great Price Commentary: A Selection From the Revelations, Translations, and Narrations of Joseph Smith, p. 304)
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